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Click here to see a video of the Infermeia 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+Sacra+Infermeia&&view=detail&mid=84FCD478A34BE71F073084FCD478A34BE71F0730&&FORM=VDRVSR
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Over the past two years, the pandemic and its impact on the 

Priory have featured prominently in my newsletter reports.  

Hopefully this will not be a common thread throughout this 

year!  Mostly I have written of activities we have needed to 

cancel or monitor attendance to comply with the restrictions 

imposed at the time.  Regrettably this year’s Annual Church 

Service held on February 6
th
 fell into this category!  While the 

Service itself was well attended and a wonderful experience (a 

detailed account of the Service is given later by Chevalier Rob-

ert Black), restrictions on numbers meant we were unable to 

hold the usual after-service supper.  Paradoxically these re-

strictions were eased just a few days before the Service, but 

we were left with little time to plan and organise. 

Like most people I am enormously relieved to see that the re-

strictions we have lived with for a long period are being steadi-

ly removed.  The Priory is thus looking to a year in which we 

can hold our all usual activities including the Film event, alt-

hough this is likely to be in the second half of the year. 

The International Order (the Grand Magisterium) which is 

based in Malta is governed by the Sovereign Council.  As well 

as the Lieutenant Grand Master and all senior officers of the 

International Order, membership of the Council includes all 

Bailiffs, Grand Priors and Priors.  Sovereign Council tradition-

ally meets biennially, normally around April.  The last Council 

meeting, held in 2019, preceded Covid 19 but despite various 

attempts the meeting scheduled for 2021 was unable to be 

held due to the pandemic and ongoing border closures.  Initial-

ly postponed to April 2022, the next Council meeting will now 

be held in October.  This will be the first Sovereign Council 

meeting I have attended, and I am very much looking forward 

to taking my seat at Council and representing the Priory. 

The Annual Christmas Dinner was once again held at the 

Kooyonga Golf Club.  It was another marvellous evening that 

owes much to the meticulous planning and efforts of Chevalier 

Don Stewart and the Functions Committee.  The Grand Prior, 

Chev David Wilckens and Mrs Jill Wilckens joined us in cele-

bration although Ms Lorna Riddle, Executive Director of the 

Mary Potter Foundation, who usually attends, was an apology 

having been a close Covid contact in the days preceding.  We 

were once again in awe of the vocal harmonies from the St 

John’s choir led for the first time by Dame Carren Walker, mu-

sician extraordinaire! 
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                              His Excellency Victor Techritz AM OSJ CMSJ 

 

Victor was born in on 26th April 1928. When he was still at school his family moved to the new city of 

Whyalla and Victor attended Whyalla High School. On leaving school he became a recruit in engineer-

ing management. After leading the shop floor in Whyalla, was promoted to a Director of BHP, and 

moved to Sydney.   

For 30 years Vic was BHP’s Director and engaged in solving one industrial dispute after another. His 

opposite number in these disputes was Bob Hawke later Prime Minister, whom he regarded highly. 

Vic’s leadership, fairness and wisdom came to be respected not only by BHP but also by Australian 

industries and unions alike. His service to industry was recognised in 1991 by the University of Sydney 

with the title ‘Honorary Fellow of the University’ and in June 1993 with an AM - a Member of the Or-

der of Australia  

Victor had been invested into the Order in NSW, in 1990.  He returned to South Australia with his wife 

Audrey, in 1999 and became actively involved with the South Australian Priory. Victor was elected to 

Prior in 2001. Five years later he became OSJ Grand Prior of Southern Australia. When Victor stepped 

down from his national leadership he was promoted to Grand Cross of Justice, the highest in our Order. 

During this time he was instrumental in renewing the engagement with OSJ in Malta. 

His Excellency Victor Techritz AM OSJ CMSJ sadly died on 11th February 2022, and his wife Audrey 
predeceased him by just a few months, they are both survived by their two children Anne and Kent. 

Prior's report continued from the previous page 

During the evening, the Grand Prior made presentations to two of the most outstanding contributors to the Order.  

HE Bailiff Emeritus The Hon. Roger Goldsworthy AO JP OSJ, was awarded the Gold Medal of Merit in recogni-

tion of his long service and his leadership and skilful steerage in reuniting the Order in Australia with the Interna-

tional seat in Malta.  HE Bailiff Emeritus Dr Brian North AO RFD OSJ was presented with the Cross of Merit in 

recognition of his exceptional service to the Order over many years.  Each of these awards are made at the dis-

cretion of the Lieutenant Grand Master and thus represent acknowledgement at the highest level within the Or-

der.  On behalf of all SA Priory members I extend to both knights our sincere congratulations and gratitude.  The 

detailed commendations for each award are given later (thanks to Aspirant Prof Annette Summers). 

Sadly, I note the passing on of three brothers, HE Bailiff Emeritus Victor Techritz AM, OSJ, CMSJ, Chevalier 
Michael Miller AO, KGSJ and Chevalier John Harley KSJ.  Tributes to each knight appear in this newsletter.  
These members were ardent supporters of the Order and will be sorely missed. 

Chevalier Tony Woods CJSJ 



 4 

       Christmas Dinner 2021 
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       Christmas Dinner 2021 

After another year of living with COVID we were all 

cheered up by our annual Christmas Dinner on 3
rd

 De-

cember 2021, in the delightful setting of the Kooyonga 

Golf Club. As in the past two years the setting, food, 

company, and conviviality led to the enjoyment of the 

evening, ably directed by our eloquent Master of Cere-

monies. David Caruso.. 

 

Drinks were provided be-

fore we were seated enabling us to mingle with our friends 

and appreciate the setting sun over the golf course. Once din-

ner was underway, we were treated to some excellent and 

special presentations.  

 

Grand Prior David Wilckens honoured two of our South Aus-

tralian Bailiffs Emeritus: the Honourable Roger Goldsworthy 

AO OSJ and Brian North AO RFD 

OSJ in the following speech;  

 

“Tonight, I would like to honour our two South Australian Bailiffs 

Emeritus, The Honourable Roger Goldsworthy AO OSJ Grand 

Cross of Merit with Crown, and Brian North AO RFD OSJ. Bailiff 

Roger was the Prior when I joined the Order as a Donat (Aspirant)

…  

Bailiff Emeritus Roger graduated with a B.Sc., Dip. Ed. at the Uni-

versity of Adelaide and first worked as a secondary school teacher. 

His wonderful wife Lynette is the sister of Chevalier Grant Chap-

man and distant cousin of South Australian Priory Archivist Cheva-

lier Bayden Teague. Roger and Lyn have one daughter, our Dame Caroline, 

and two sons Mark and Rhys and are blessed with 5 grandchildren… 

 

Bailiff Roger was elected as Liberal MP for Kaval in May 1970 until April 

1992. He became Deputy Leader of the SA Liberal Party in 1975 at the same 

time as David Tonkin succeeded Chevalier Bruce Eastick as leader. They 

became Premier and Deputy Premier when the Liberals won Government in 

the September 1979 State Election and served until November 1972.  
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Bailiff Roger was Minister for Mines and Energy, Services and Sup-

ply during this 3 -year period. His greatest triumph was getting Par-

liamentary approval for the start of Roxby Downs. He served as 

Deputy Leader for a record of 14 ½ years, the first half under David 

Tonkin, and the latter under John Olson. Rumour says that his nick 

name was the ‘toe cutter’, keeping all members in line. 

 

In June 1994, Bailiff Roger and Chevalier Max Lemon were invested 

as Knights of our Order. There had only been 32 OSJ members in 

S.A. before him. Bailiff Vic Techeritz, the second SA prior retired in 

2006, and Bailiff Roger became the third SA Prior and served until 

May 2011. 

 

The Grand Priory of Southern Australia decided to leave their 19-year allegiance to the Lon-
don-based, breakaway OSJ and return to the Malta-
administered, world-wide OSJ instead. Malta readily wel-
comed the Australians. The significant test that then 
emerged was the need to change the Australian Constitution 
by a 3⁄4 majority vote. On 31 July 2010, a Grand Chapter 
meeting was convened in Melbourne.  It was Bailiff Roger’s 
speech that day which won the outcome. He spoke with au-
thority; he had grasped the importance of each issue. He had 
the strategy to win. The necessary motion to transfer to Mal-
ta was passed 155 votes to 45 votes.  
 
He was soon afterwards promoted to Bailiff and then later promoted to the highest standing, 
Bailiff Grand Cross of Merit with Crown. Thank you, Bailiff Emeritus Roger, for your exemplary 
service to our Order and, in doing so, I wish to award you the Gold Medal of Merit. This gold 
medal is recommended by the Grand Prior and is at the discretion of the (Lt) Grand Master 
and the approval of the Petit Conseil. (The first ever presented in Australia) 
Congratulations Bailiff Emeritus Roger” 

 

Grand Prior David then continued to speak about Brian North 

AM RFD OSJ. 

“Bailiff Brian North was invested into the Order of Saint John 
in June 2004 and served as Secretary of the Priory of South 
Australia from 2006—2011. In 2010 he was involved in the 
change of allegiance of our Grand Priory from the London 
Order to Malta. Bailiff Royce Pepin appointed him as Vice 
Chancellor and then Chancellor of the Grand Priory. The role 
of the Chancellor is to administer the Grand Priory and as 

such, liaise with the Grand Magisterium in Malta and the Lieutenant Grand Master,  

       Christmas Dinner 2021 
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Dame Mignon Ellicott OAM DSJ 

Bailiff Paul Borg. Brian was promoted to the rank of Bailiff in 2016…  
 
In 1958 he was called up for National Service after which he 

served in the artillery of the Army Reserve. After graduation 

in Medicine, he worked at the Royal Adelaide Hospital as a 

House Surgeon for two years. In 1963 he was commissioned 

in the medical corps, later reaching the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel… He decided to specialise in Surgery and moved to 

London in 1965 to study at the Royal College of Surgeons, 

gaining the FRCS qualification in 1967. In England he met 

Sue and they were married in Oxford in 1968.  

 

Then he returned to Adelaide and after four years as a neuro-

surgical registrar at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, he passed 

the FRACS examination and qualified as a Neurosurgeon. He 

spent the remainder of his professional life as the salaried Di-

rector of Neurosurgery at the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Brian 

is a noted and prolific author of over 50 scientific publications 

and books. For 11 years he was President of the Neurosurgi-

cal Research Foundation, a charity sponsoring research in the 

fields of brain tumour, head injury and stroke. This led to the 

award of an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2006 (AO)… 

 

Brian has been the driving force behind securing many of the donations for the Neurosurgical 
Research Foundation… He notably established the $800,000 Abbie Simpson Clinical Fellow-
ship to support clinical neurosurgical research. He remains heavily involved in fundraising for 
equipment at University of Adelaide, Flinders University and the Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital. Brian was honoured as a Life Member of the Foundation… 

 
Brian, you have been my mentor over the years, and I publicly 
thank you. It is my pleasure to award you the Cross of Merit 
with Crown which is recommended by the Grand Prior and is 
the sole discretionary, personal award by the Lieutenant Grand 
Master who he considers having served the Order, exceptional-
ly well and over a long period and considered to be above what 
could be expected.  Congratulations Bailiff Emeritus Brian, AO 
OSJ Cross of Merit Saint John. 
 
Unfortunately, Mary Potter Foundation`s Executive Director, Lorna 

Riddle was not able to be with us this time, but Treasurer Peter Robinson announced the donation of 
$15,000 to Mary Potter Foundation. Due to the COVID restrictions we were unable to undertake our 
usual fundraiser film night, so a special raffle was held.  Chevalier Geoff Walsh donated an exceptional 

       Christmas Dinner 2021 
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Dame Shirley Symons OAM DCSJ MMSJ 

bottle of wine, which was won by Chevalier Richard Dennis’ 
wife Andrea. Prior Tony Woods wished us all the season’s greet-
ings and thanked us all for attending.         
 
The evening was rounded off by our annual Carols conducted by 
Dame Carren Walker and we were treated to an excellent witty 
version of the Twelve days of Christmas created by Chevalier 
David Wotton. 
 
Aspirant Professor Annette Summers AO RFD   

 

       Christmas Dinner 2021 
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Newsletter Production 

Chevalier Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

Chevalier  Fred Trueman APM KGSJ 

Aspirant Annette Summers AO RFD OSJ 

Christmas Dinner 2021 
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The next in our series of “Know your Officers”              

Dame Rosemary Brooks CGSJ DJSJ   

Grand Priory  Extension Co-ordinator Lieutenant 

Rosemary went to Wilderness School where she learnt the importance of service 
to others. Seventy years later when she was honoured with the Order of Austral-
ia Medal for service to tertiary education, Governor Hieu Van Le AC wrote to her 
that the spirit of service is one of Australia’s most precious attributes. She feels 
privileged to have had the opportunity to serve. 

Following graduation in Arts from the University of Adelaide she tutored in the 
History Department before 3 years at Cambridge where she completed a Diplo-
ma of Historical Studies and MA in art history.  

There followed two stints in the US, working for Boston Educational Research on 
Beacon Hill and, following her PhD in Art History and Theories at Flinders Uni-
versity, for the Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston, Texas. Returning to Ade-
laide she served for 30 years as Lecturer in Charge of Art History and Theories in the School of Archi-
tecture, Landscape Architecture and Urban Design at the University of Adelaide, a sessional position 
which enabled her to accept the role of Principal of St Ann’s University Residential College, affiliated 
with the University of Adelaide, Flinders University and the University of South Australia.  

Rosemary was the first female Director of People’s Choice Credit Union, and at the same time under-
took study towards her law degree, with pro bono service as researcher for a barrister in Aboriginal 
legal rights and human rights. She did pro bono human rights secondments in Zanzibar, Cambodia, 
and Darwin, and was visiting professor of art and technology in South Korea. She currently works pro 
bono for Refugee Legal in Melbourne.  In 1996 she was the South Australian Winner and a National 
Finalist in Telstra Businesswomen’s Awards Private Sector less than 100 employee’s category, and in 
2021 was awarded the Flinders University Convocation Medal. Rosemary was nominated to the Order 
in 2011, and she served as Hospitaller on Grand Priory Council 2012-2020 and currently as Lieutenant 
Extension Officer and Minute Secretary.  

Rosemary pays tribute to Simon, her husband, for his love, support, and encouragement. They have 
four children, three of their own and when a Japanese ward joined them for 8 years. They have four 
grandsons and a granddaughter. Rosemary and her family are keen conservations and intrepid travel-
lers. They took out a State Heritage Agreement for their remote wildlife sanctuary on Kangaroo Island, 
home to the recently discovered, critically endangered dinosaur-age Enigma Moth. 

Dr Rosemary Brooks OAM was awarded a 2021 Convocation Medal for her outstanding commit-

ment to tertiary education, particularly to students in a residential college setting, and in recogni-

tion of her significant pro bono legal work and community service. Read more on the Flinders Uni-

versity Alumni Awards  

Click the link to view the 

award. This is a safe link; 

Editor 

https://www.flinders.edu.au/alumni-awards
https://www.flinders.edu.au/alumni-awards
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Annual Church Service 2022 

Evensong at Christ Church. 
 
It is most appropriate that our Order’s year should commence with a service of worship at our Conven-
tual church. The Book of Common Prayer (1662) “Order for Evening Prayer” is loved by many, partic-
ularly by those whose experiences in youth included regular attendance at such services. 

 
There is little modern about it: though it certainly evolved quite 
late in the history of our Order. The Christ Church service book-
let guided effortlessly even those to whom Evensong is unfamil-
iar.  The booklet reminded us that the 6th of February is the date 
of onset for the Season of Epiphany and that the same date this 
year was the 70th Anniversary of our Monarch’s accession to the 
throne. And, as it happens, it was New Zealand’s National Day, 
commemorating the Treaty of Waitangi. 
 
Rector, Stephen Bloor, entered with the choir, preceded by a 
smaller-than- customary Crucifer, his dear son. The choir, as it 
demonstrated splendidly later, is a wonderfully harmonious en-

semble of three sopranos and three altos: two tenors and two basses. An Anglican Priest at Evensong 
also requires some choral competence, even if his part in the 
Responses requires a range of just half an octave 
 
Members of the Order were in good voice for the hymns, the 
first of which was “Let us with a gladsome mind”. The tune is 
named “Monkland”, apt enough for a previously monastic Or-
der. Its author, poet John Milton (1608-16574), was a contem-
porary of English Saint, Botolph (1610-1688), whose name is 
recorded as that of our third hymn tune. That tune may not 
have been familiar to all, though the words, “Jesus, the very 
thought of thee”, would have been. Two long and splendidly 
enunciated readings, by Dame Carren Walker and Chevalier 
Gerald Lipmann, interleaved the choir’s professional singing 
of Psalm 32, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. The passages 
from Isaiah and Corinthians II contrasted the Old Testament emphasis on sins, iniquities and wroth 
(wrath) with the New Testament news of joy and forgiveness. 
 

In his sermon Father Stephen cleverly elaborated on the Testaments’ distinc-
tion between power and punishment, with people fading like a leaf, on the one 
hand, and Jesus’ redemption of us by grace, on the other. 
 
Following the Collects we were treated to an anthem from the choir, “How 
sweet the name of Jesus sounds”. The music, by modern English organist and 
composer, Charles Herbert Kitson (1870-1944), has polyphonic choral varia-
tions on a familiar theme. The words were written over a century earlier by 
John Newton (1725-1807). Newton collaborated with others and wrote many 
hymns after his own redemption by grace. His most memorable hymn is 
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Annual Church Service 2022 

“Amazing Grace”, in which his own redemption may be read between the lines. He had traded slaves 
before converting, to become an ardent abolitionist. 
 
Our Evensinging concluded, as countless such services have done in former years. “The day thou gav-
est, Lord, has ended” was sung to a tune named after a first century Pope, St Clement. His life and work 
preceded the emergence of the Crusader Knights of St John by ten centuries. The timeless nature of our 
service might thus be inferred, together with an element of ecumenism. 
 
Our State’s open welcome to the introduction of the SARS Cov-2 virus and its resultant impositions 
restricted our post-Evensong socialising, which was a pity.  But we left uplifted by experiencing a tradi-
tional service, superbly conducted and sung by Priest, choir and congregation. 
 
Chevalier Dr Robert Black. AM RFD KJSJ 

Post Script. 
In saving old files for a recently acquired laptop I found that I had written a report after an Evensong 
in September 2010. That year our Investiture was postponed for “socio-political” reasons rather than 
viral ones. Among the Donats, an enigmatic term then used to label our recruits, was our future Grand 
Prior, David Wilckens. The occasion also marked a change of Priory leadership, as Bailiff the Hon. 
Roger Goldsworthy handed the responsibility of Prior to John Jackson. We missed John this year.  
But it was pleasing to see Bailiff Roger in the front left hand pews, balancing the choir to the right 
with his strong baritone. 
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Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter 

Foundation. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. 

Chevalier Marcus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any 

bequest to the Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discussion and his con-

tact details are in the Roll of Honour. 

 

Fast Fact: 

Lightning strikes men about 7 times more 

often than it does women. 

Fast Fact: 

The Earth gets 100 tons heavier every 

day due to falling meteoric dust. 

Annual Church Service 2022 
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Chevalier John Maxwell Harley KSJ LLB FANZCN 1945-2022 

 

John was born in Adelaide on 27
th
 October 1945.  He attended Urrbrae Agricultural High 

School and was a quiet, average student.  At school he was a member of the “Egg Club” re-

sponsible for the care of the school chickens and allocation of the eggs to staff members. 

Following school John studied law at the University of Adelaide. He finished his articles with 

Reilly Ahern and Kerin and was admitted to the bar in 1969. He was immediately made a sal-

aried partner in the firm of Norman Waterhouse and Mutton where he remained until 1987, 

eventually as a senior partner. He then became a partner at Finlaysons and remained with 

them until 1999, when he was appointed Public Advocate. 

During his legal career John was committed to many professional and community activities.  

He was the President of the Law Society from 1997 -1998 and a member of its Professional 

Standards Committee for fourteen years. John had a strong Christian faith and was a mem-

ber of the Ecclesiastical Law Society (England), and Chancellor the Diocese of the Murray 

from 1990 to 2012, as well as serving on the General Synod of the Australian Church and 

several other Christian based organisations.  

John’s extraordinary commitment to community service is demonstrated in his membership of 

many organisations and committees, many assisting vulnerable members of our society, in-

cluding: - Advocate for Brain Injury, Chairman of Minda Ethics Committee and member of Cal-

vary and Wakefield Medical Ethics Committee, Director of the Australian Refugees Associa-

tion and Director of the Women’s and Children’s Hospital Foundation as well as other commu-

nity organisations. 

For his service to Law, the Church and community he was awarded the Queen’s silver Jubilee 
Medal, the Sunflower Award by the Mental Illness Fellowship of SA and was made an Honor-
ary Lay Canon of the Murray. John was invited to be a Knight in the Order of St John of Jeru-
salem in 2012, where he continued to give service to the South Australian community.  John 
sadly died on 5th February 2022 and will be missed by the Priory of St John.  He is survived 
by his only daughter Felicity. 
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Dames and Knights were delighted to learn of the evolution of the “Sarah 

Group”, which celebrated its 60
th
 anniversary as an iconic South Australi-

an company, from Chevalier Don Sarah at our November luncheon. 

The Sarah family migrated, from Cornwall to Australia, in about 1847 and 

finally moved to Melbourne in 1920. At this time, Don’s father, Henry Sa-

rah was 10 years of age. He was later apprenticed to Hansen and 

Yuncken, before being sent to Adelaide in 1939 to build the Bank of New 

South Wales building.  

Don’s building career began in 1950, during the school holidays, when he “worked” in Hansen and Yunckin’s 

various workshops – joiners, mechanics, engineers – and on various worksites, 

most notably the Brighton Angaston Cement Works, where he even learnt to “walk 

the steel”.  

At the end of 1960, Henry Sarah established, H.F. Sarah & Sons, with Don and 

Neil, and the Thomas Hardy & Sons new Head Office and Champagne Cellars, 

Henley Beach Road, Mile End. 

Across the many Sarah Construction sites, in Adelaide, is the logo “SARAHS – 
Building Great Relationships.”, which bears testament to the organisational values created by the “hands on” 
approach of Henry, Don and Neil Sarah. 

November Meeting 

Dame Dr Rosemary Brooks was presented with 

her promotion  certificate at the recent Grand Priory 

Council meeting in Melbourne. She was promoted to 

Dame of Justus at the June  Chapter Meeting. Rose-

mary resides in Victoria and this was the first opportunity 

for a face to face meeting since the borders have been 

opened, enabling  the personal presentation to take 

place.  

During World War II, Malta was heavily bombed, 

being a strategic outpost for the Allies. The bombing 

was so extensive that by the end of the war, Malta had 

become the most-bombed nation on the planet.  

Laos holds this title today, following its bombing during 

the Vietnam War.   
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Mike was born 26th November 1939, in Laura South Australia. He took up a career 
in Engineering and achieved a Bachelor of Engineering, Diploma of Education, 
Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy, He worked with Telecom for nine 
years and subsequently thirty-five years with the University of South Australia, be-
coming a Professor of Telecommunications and the Foundation Dean of the Insti-
tute of Telecommunications. In his academic career he authored many books and 
scientific papers and supervised many theses. He also assisted in in a proposal 
for a new science education resource for secondary school students with Alan 
Finkel the Australian Chief Scientist at the time. Mike was a member of the Acade-
my of Technology and Engineering (ATSE) and later became the President of the 
Academy. He was elected as a Fellow of the Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering 
(FTSE) in 1993.  

Mike was instrumental in the foundation of the Satellite Communications Research Centre at the 
University of South Australia, driving the national space agenda and establishing the reputation of 
his research institute.  He was influential in the design and successful deployment of the national 
experimental satellite Fedsat1 in 2002. His contribution to the space sector both in Australia and In-
ternationally is considered to be distinctive and outstanding. For his outstanding service he was 
made Australian Engineer of the Year 1995, received a Centennial Medal 2001, and appointed an 
Officer in the Order of Australia (AO) 2008, for leadership in the innovation and development of fu-
ture-generation telecommunications technology. 

Mike had many other interests especially golf and was a member of the Mount Osmond Golf Club 
and the Links Lady Bay Golf club. Mike became a knight in the Order of St John of Jerusalem in 
2012 and with his wife Edith, now a member of the Order, has worked tirelessly to raise funds for the 
Mary Potter Foundation. Mike sadly died on 30th November 2021 and is survived by his wife Dame 
Edith and their three children Kristina, David and Karen. 

Emeritus Professor Mike Miller AO KGSJ FTSE  

 

 

Investiture – 4 June 2022  

This years Chapter meeting,  followed by the Investitures at Christ Church have been confirmed 
for Saturday 4 June 2022 and a booking has been made for the Celebration Luncheon at the Pa-
vilion On the Park, South Terrace. 
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With acknowledgement to the Maltese eNewsletter 

 
Naxxar was the first locality outside the Harbour area to 
receive a fortified structure, and it was this one. Called 
Torri tal Kaptan, the Captain’s Tower, the structure was 
erected just opposite where the church of St. Paul (San 
Pawl tat-Tarġa) is  today. It was built to house the Cap-
tain of the Naxxar Militia – a position always held by a 
Knight of the Order appointed by the Grand Master. 
Captain’s Tower was built sometime after 1548 after the 
Knights unsuccessfully tried to requisition the nearby 
Gauci Tower in that same year. 
 
The Knights at the time were under the magistracy of 
Jean Parisot de Valette (1557-1568), who famously also 
ordered the building of the city of Valletta which he 
named after himself. The Captain's Tower is one of the 
earliest Hospitaller fortifications in Malta. It was also the 
first form of inland fortification, as it was not built close to 
the sea or port and the neighbouring area. Its strategic 
position meant the tower ensured a continual check on the northern shores against pirate attacks. But before we continue 
with the Captain’s Tower, it is important to speak about the importance Naxxar had in defending the islands.  The town of 
Naxxar is an old settlement, dating from the 9th or 10th century. It was established as a parish in 1436 and had jurisdiction 
over Ħal Għargħur, Mosta, St. Paul’s Bay, Mellieħa and Marfa - practically all that part of the island north of the Great Fault, 
the ‘parte disabitata’ of Malta, which was roughly a third of the whole island. This was a huge responsibility and clearly shows 
Naxxar’s status and importance as a defence nucleus for the northern regions during the Middle Ages.  
 
Under the Knights, the importance of Naxxar not only increased but the village itself became the main staging post for the 
Birkirkara-Naxxar-Qormi regiment of country militia charged with the defence of the northern parts of the island. In the Middle 
Ages, the island’s militia force consisted of the Għassa or Maħras (a maritime watch), and the Dejma - an inland garrison 
which kept watch day and night at a number of strategic places. These watch duties were called ‘Guardia’ and for this 
reason many of those places which served as lookout posts retained the name Wardija.  
 
By 1628, the Captain of the Naxxar Militia, who lived in the Captain’s Tower, was responsible for nineteen watch posts includ-
ing those of Lippija, della Capra and Nadur. The latter were then considered too remote and were passed onto the responsi-
bility of the Capitano della Verga.  The militia posts occupied natural vantage points and were generally unfortified. Nonethe-
less, a few towers do seem to have existed even in antiquity.  A clear reference to the presence of early fortified structures in 
the locality, point to the existence of a tower in the area of Burmarrad overlooking the old port of Salina. This was an im-
portant harbour in antiquity because it was the closest port leading to the old Capital of Mdina. This structure appears to have 
been still standing by 1565.   
 
The Captains tower has a square shape and vertical walls. It consists of three floors, the rooms spanned by stone arches. 
The tower's design is similar to the Gauci Tower nearby as well as other earlier Hospitaller towers in Rhodes. Its fine mould-
ings frame the escutcheons bearing the coat of arms of Grand Master de Valette. Its primary defensive features are four 
piombatoie, or box-machicolations, supported by stone corbels and similar to small balconies without a floor. From them, 
stones or projectiles, and other offensive materials like boiling water would be dropped onto assailants at the foot of the tower. 
In Maltese these box-machicolations are known as ‘galleriji tal-misħun’, a term which clearly indicates their intended purposes 
- that of dropping boiling water on assailants. These piombatoie were actually medieval defensive features that had by then 
disappeared from the bastioned fortifications and other new military structures of the period. That they were still 
being incorporated into 16th century towers should not be so surprising for the towers were designed only to resist small scale 
attacks by raiders unequipped with cannon.  Various other openings from which the soldiers could shoot are also present in 
the tower. 
 
A unique and interesting feature appertaining to the tower is a columbaria or dove cote (‘barumbara’ in Maltese), set within 
the four-foot-high parapet on the roof of the tower. Pigeons were then an important means for relaying messages and this 
tower would have served a critical role, given its position, in relaying messages from Gozo r.  This dove cote housed carrier 
pigeons for relaying messages from Gozo, to Mdina, and Valletta to the Grand Harbour. 
 
MEPA scheduled the Captain’s Tower as a Grade 1 protected building as per Government Notice 
No. 729 dated 1995.  Nowadays, the tower is in good condition. It is privately owned and is not 
open to the public. 

THE CAPTAIN’S TOWER—NAXXAR  
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More than just a hospital, Mary Potter Hospice was like home for Jenny’s family  

Jenny was a selfless woman who thrived on the smiles and happiness of others, especially her husband, daugh-
ters and their partners. She was kind, thoughtful and generous, and gave equally to everyone she met. 

Thanks to the Mary Potter Hospice and the generosity of people like you, her family 
says Jenny was given the greatest gift of all — to enter end of life care on her own 
terms. 
Jenny became familiar with Mary Potter Hospice during a brief stay in 2019 when she 
formed strong bonds with doctors and nurses. 
 
So when Jenny returned in 2020, it was with a sigh of relief. Jenny and her family knew 
what awaited them — a warm, comfortable and safe place where they could be together 
and celebrate everything they had shared over the years. 
“The room always felt warm — there was always so much love and care,” says her eldest 
daughter Natasha. 

  
Elise, Jenny’s youngest daughter, says that while it was hard to hand over the reins for her mother’s care, it was 
the best thing that could have happened. 
“As soon as we got to the Hospice, we could take a step back and spend time with Mum without worrying about 
the care she was receiving. This was important because it meant we got to spend that precious time as family, 
not as caregivers.” 
And that precious time was the perfect opportunity to reflect on memories and create new ones. 
“We laughed more than we cried!” Elise says. 
  
When her children were young, Jenny and husband Anthony made weekly trips to the beach. 
“Every Sunday, Mum and Dad would take us kids to the beach for fish and 
chips,” Natasha reflected. 
“So it was touching when the Hospice organised a special lunch of fish and chips 
for our last Sunday together as a family.” 
Jenny was a big believer in dessert before dinner, a simple pleasure that Jenny 
was able to indulge in thanks to special treats organised by the staff. 
“Lemon gelati — Mum loved lemon gelati! She always wanted to start with des-
sert so we’ll never forget her last meal was lemon gelati,” Natasha says with a 
smile. 
Tony remembers she also took great enjoyment in being pampered while in the 
Hospice. 
“She had never really liked massage treatments in the past, but at the Hospice she loved it — their massage and 
pedicures just made her feel good. Another experience that showed it is more than just a hospital, Mary Potter is 
like home.” 
  
Natasha adds, “Thanks to Mary Potter, Mum regained control, got back her dignity and did things on her terms. 
She didn’t want to leave us, it wasn’t part of her plan, but at Mary Potter she got to enjoy simple pleasures and 
we had the opportunity to be together as a family”. 

Reproduced with kind permission of May Potter Newsletter 


