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The most signifi cant event in the life 
of the Priory since the last newsletter 
has been the visit to South Australia of 
the Grand Master Prince Vladimir and 
Princess Brigitte after the meeting of 
the Sovereign Council in Sydney.  The 
visit of the Prince and Princess was 
highly successful and the associated 
events were enjoyed by all.  I thank 
particularly Conventual Bailiff Doug 
Symons who spent countless hours 
making arrangements for their visit 
as well as organising the Sovereign 
Council meeting.  I also thank Grand 
Prior Vic Techritz for assistance with 
planning.

The Sovereign Council meeting 
resulted in some changes to the 
International Constitution of the Order.  
The Constitution dictates that the 
maximum number of Bailiffs is twenty 
which is the current number holding 
this offi ce.  An amendment formalises 
the position of Bailiff Emeritus so that 
some inactive Bailiffs can be appointed 
as Bailiff Emeritus, thus creating 
vacancies for younger active offi cers to 
be promoted.  A report on the Council 
meeting by Grand Prior Vic Techritz is 
included later in the newsletter.

Ayers House proved an excellent venue 
for the Celebratory Banquet to mark 
the visit of the Grand Master to our 
Priory.  We will hold some of our future 
functions at Ayers House, including this 
year’s formal Christmas Dinner.

I again thank Vice Prior John Jackson 
for arranging the Banquet and Chev 
Jeremy Cordeaux for chauffeuring 
Prince Vladimir and Princess Brigitte 
during their visit.  Our guests appreciated 
travelling in the Rolls Royce and stated 
that they had thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit.  Vice Prior Brenton Mollison was 

an excellent Master of Ceremonies at 
the Banquet.

The Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 
attracted a record attendance and 
Chev Henry D’Assumpcao gave an 
interesting address on weapons used 
during the Siege.  Unfortunately, 
because of the large numbers, some 
could not see the screen, so I have 
asked Henry to repeat his address at 
one of our regular meetings next year.

As this is the last newsletter for this 
year, I thank all our offi cers for their 
effi ciency and cooperation which has 
led to the smooth running of the Priory.

May I extend my best wishes for a 
joyous Christmas season and a happy 
and healthy New Year.

Roger Goldsworthy



Page 2

Chev. Hugh Reskymer (Kym) Bonython 
AC., DFC., AFC., KCSJ., Hon Dr UniSA

Kym Bonython was 
born on September 
15 1920, son of Sir 
Lavington Bonython 
and Constance Jean, 
Lady Bonython.  
He was educated at 
Queens and St Peters 
Colleges.

Kym did an 
accountancy course 
when he was fi rst 
employed by the fi rm 
J.F. Kay Reid and 
during this time he 
was a member of the 
Tenth Battalion Militia.  When World War II broke out 
in 1939 he enlisted for service in the RAAF.  He fi rst 
saw action in Timor as a Pilot Offi cer fl ying Lockheed 
Hudson Bombers and was engaged in attacking the 
enemy to the north.  As the Japanese advanced southward, 
his squadron was withdrawn to Darwin where they were 
soon enduring the Japanese bombing raids.  Kym states 
that the fi rst things he took into the shelter with him 
were a gramophone and a box of jazz records.  Later, 
Kym’s squadron was moved to Milne Bay where he 
fl ew Beaufort Torpedo Bombers.  He was then required 
to fl y unarmed Mosquito reconnaissance planes from 
Broome to Borneo, sometimes at very low altitudes, to 
photograph details of Japanese emplacements.

After the war, in 1946 Kym purchased the St Magnus 
Jersey Stud near Mt Pleasant where, over the years he 
built up a large dairying enterprise.  From an early age 
his passion for speed progressed naturally to racing cars 
and, whilst he was at Mt Pleasant, he began to take an 
interest in the speedway at Rowley Park where he raced 
competitively.  When the lease to the speedway eventually 
became available in 1954 he took control of the business.  
Kym has ridden motorbikes from the age of fi fteen until 
two years ago when he was told he could not continue (it 
is reported that he had been recently caught speeding on 
his gopher).  His last bike was a rare MV Augusta four 
cylinder tourer of which only 134 were made.  This he 
recently sold to a collector in Kent via the internet.

Kym’s interest in fi ne art was fi rst awakened by his 
late mother who had been particularly active in cultural 
circles.  He began collecting fi ne art during his time at 
St Magnus and, with a keen eye for emerging talent he 
collected the early works of many artists who were soon 
to become internationally famous.  This led him to open 
Galleries in Adelaide in 1961 and Sydney in 1965.

His interest in Jazz music was kindled when his late 
brother John brought recordings back from England in the 
1920’s.  Kym began broadcasting a Jazz programme on 

Radio Station 5CL whilst still at school.  This continued 
from 1937 until 1975 with a break during the war years.  
He still stands in occasionally.

Between 1945 and 2002 Kym promoted many tours in 
Australia of international jazz musicians.  He sponsored 
up to eight groups each year including the Duke Ellington, 
Count Basie and Glenn Miller Orchestras.  However, the 
only time he made any signifi cant profi t was when he 
took his children’s advice and introduced Chuck Berry, 
a rock and roller to Australians.  A most diffi cult man to 
deal with by all accounts.

Unfortunately during the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfi res 
in the Adelaide Hills, Kym lost all of his art collection 
except one valuable portrait which he has recently 
donated to the National Gallery.

He has written many publications relating to modern 
Australian painting and on a lighter note a book entitled 
Ladies’ Legs and Lemonade.  He was the Australian 
Hydroplane Champion 1955-6, Australian Speedway 
Champion in 1956, the fi rst Chairman of the Film Fund, 
Art consultant to BHP Limited, Governor of the Adelaide 
Festival of Arts 1978-1982, member of the Board and 
Councillor of the International Film Festival 1978-79, 
Chairman of the SA 150 Board 1980-87, Director of 
Austereo, Convenor of the Australians for Constitutional 
Monarchy 1993-2000, among many other leadership 
positions in the arts scene.  He is currently writing 
a sequel to his earlier book which Barry Humphries 
suggests should be entitled In Ever Decreasing Circles.

Chevalier Kym Bonython’s service and life have been 
quite remarkable.

Prepared by the Prior and Jeff Nicholas.

Mary Potter Foundation Announces 
Partnership with University of Adelaide

A partnership between the University of Adelaide Medical 
School and the Mary Potter Foundation is set to improve 
the education and training of doctors in the field of 
palliative medicine.
To be based at the Mary Potter Hospice at Calvary North 
Adelaide, the Mary Potter lectureship position is one 
of the first education partnerships formed between the 
university and a private hospital.
The Mary Potter Lectureship position will be offered to the 
successful candidate for a five year period.  Additionally 
the Foundation will offer a Mary Potter medal valued at 
$500 each year to an outstanding medical student as 
determined by the University of Adelaide.
“This is a truly exciting initiative undertaken between the 
university and a private hospital – it is really breaking 
new ground and will bring exciting rewards for all parties,” 
says Professor Justin Beilby, Executive Dean of Faculty 
of Health Sciences, University of Adelaide.



Page 3

HRH Wladimir Karageorgevich, Prince of 
Yugoslavia and 77th Grand Master of our Order, 
with his wife Princess Brigitte, fl ew to Adelaide 
from Melbourne after attending the Sovereign 
Council Meeting in Sydney.  SA Priory delegates 
in Sydney had been charmed by the Royal couple 
with their background of nobility and fashion.

Adelaide’s visit enabled their Highnesses to 
see more of the Grand Priory and as it happened 
to gain a glimpse of the Australian countryside.  
When leaving Adelaide two days later they 
vowed to return.

On Monday afternoon they attended The 
Lord Mayor’s Civic Reception, along with a 
hundred Chevaliers, Dames, and guests.  The 
Right Honourable Michael Harbison proved a 
gracious and knowledgeable host in welcoming 
the Prince and Princess – and a handful or more 
other “Honourables”.  He explained that the 
Guests of Honour had just been preceded in 
Adelaide by a second or third cousin, the Duke 
of Kent.

The Prince responded articulately in his second 
or third language – the couple communicates in 
German.  He delineated the Order’s Christian 
and charitable origins and pointed to our current 
tasks and obligations to Christ’s poor.  He then 
outlined his genealogy.  Both grandmothers 
were grand daughters of Albert, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Victoria’s second son.  That made 
him a third cousin, once removed, of the Queen 
and the Duke of Kent.  And those grandmothers’ 
grandmother was the daughter of tsar Alexander 
II.  The Serbian descent was from Karageorge, 
who had united his country to defeat the Ottoman 
Janisseries.  But the Karageorgevich house only 
fi nally overcame the rival Obrenovich family 
early last century.  The Kingdom of Serbia was 
later also that of the Croats and Slovenes (1918) 
and of Yugoslavia (1921-1945).  Two World 
Wars caused greater sacrifi ce in his country than 
in any other, despite a “pact with the Devil” 
(Hitler) and the reckless leadership of Tito.  The 
adverb “unfortunately” appeared frequently in 
the Prince’s speech, as it might in any modern 
European history.  The Reception was a merrier 
affair than the above sombre note suggests.

The Celebratory Banquet at The Brasserie 
that evening also attracted a hundred guests, 
with several from interstate including the Grand 
Prior of Northern Australia, Bailiff Vic Feros.  
The venue was attractive, the food and (Grand 
Master labelled) wine excellent, the toasts and 
speeches short and the Chaplain, Archdeacon 
Collas, offered Absolution to our Prior for his 
sins.  Bin Irwin’s lovely rose table centre pieces 
raised over $500 for the Prince’s charity, The 
Mother and Child Relief Foundation.

At 10am the next day a minibus left the Club 
with the Royal couple and a score of others for the 
Barossa Valley, formerly the Prior’s electorate 
and Bailiff Doug’s bailiwick.  Some travelled 
independently to Chateau Barrosa (note the 
original spelling).  Hermann Thumm’s unique 
collection of antique glass, porcelain, furniture 
and clocks was on display after a welcoming 
glass of sparkling wine and a strawberry.  The 
Prince was then delighted to be asked to plant a 
Queen Elizabeth rose (one of several thousand 
varieties in the garden) next to one previously 
planted by his parents’ third cousin (QE II).

Then on to Peter Lehmann’s for another 
glass before a splendid buffet of Chef’s special 
salads, smoked ham and chicken.  Local artist 
Schubert had painted the impressive artworks 
surrounding us at the table.  They represented 
the Eight Songs of a Mad King from a Barossa 
Music Festival and are now reproduced on the 
shiraz 8 Songs label.

We reluctantly returned to the city via 
Mengler’s Hill (photo stop for the Grand 
Master), a wrong turn, Angaston, the Herbig 
Tree at Springton, Eden Valley, and the hills and 
suburbs where the Prior and his dog had driven 
a fl ock of sheep.  The Prince commented on the 
volume of water in Millbrook reservoir and was 
informed that the large lake he had seen from 
the air a few days earlier was Lake Alexandrina.  
Did he recall that the Princess after whom it 
was named would become his great great great 
grandmother?

Robert Black

The Grand Master in SA The Grand Master in SA 
(8-10 October)
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Banquet

October 2007
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Oct 2007
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Barossa Trip

Oct 2007
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Acknowledgement and Thanks
This Newsletter has been printed by Lane Printers at no cost to the Priory.   

We sincerely thank Chevalier Peter Lane and his staff for this generous gesture.

Stydd Hall
During my recent visit to England a chance conversation in a small Derbyshire countryside pub called the 
Shire Horse led to a most unexpected revelation.  Tucked away down a country lane and along a track into a 
paddock I was privileged to be subsequently shown the remains of a 12th Century Preceptory which belonged to 
our Order.  Ironically very few people in Derbyshire are aware of its existence for it stands on private property 
near the small village of Yeaveley and about twenty minutes from Derby.  It is locally known as Stydd Hall and 
includes a Grade II listed building and the remains of a 12th Century Chapel.  The Stydd, an Anglo-Saxon or 
Viking name of uncertain origin, became the site for a Preceptory of the Holy Order of St John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller during the reign of Richard the Lionheart 1189-1199.  Ralph Foun of Yeaveley, Derbyshire 
gave the Order a hermitage at Stydd, together with lands, woodland and mills and it remained with the Brothers 
of St John until 1540 when Henry VIII confi scated much of the lands of religious houses throughout Britain.

The Knights of St John at Stydd, in keeping with the objects of the Order provided a hospice for pilgrims coming 
to and from Jerusalem.  St John Preceptories in Britain provided hospitality for pilgrims and raised money to 
support the military wing of the Holy Order in their efforts to hold Jerusalem from the Muslims.  In 1291 the 
Crusades came to a close and when the Order of St John retreated to Rhodes the Stydd Preceptory continued to 
provide succour for pilgrims on their way to Canterbury, Compostella and Rome.  Hospitality was generous at 
Stydd for there are records which show that in 1388 £63/6/0 was spent on 72 quarters of wheat, 84 quarters of 
barley and 120 quarters of oats for horse feed.  A further £10 was spent on fi sh and meat for the brothers and 
guests and there were other expenses for wine, wax, oil, repairs and servants’ wages.  In 1540 the Preceptory 
passed into private hands and later a grand Elizabethan farmhouse was built on its foundations.  The south wall 
of the chapel, a stone font and the outline of a moat are the only remains of the original buildings today.

Jeff Nicholas

Sovereign Council Meeting
29 September to 2 October in Sydney
The Council last met on the Island of Rhodes in 
2005.

The meeting, after a prayer, and formalities, got 
underway with the election of Bailiff Tony Shiell as 
The Grand Commander, and Conventual Bailiff Doug 
Symons to continue as Grand Marshall.

This report will not detail all the business transacted 
over the 3-4 days, but will pick out key change items 
of interest to members.

Reaffi rmed that the Petit Conseil be reformed with 
six members.

An item which was discussed thoroughly was the 
proposal that, contrary to current practice, a Bailiff 
holding Offi ce could also be a member of Petit Conseil, 
Hitherto all Council members should be unfettered 
from Offi ce responsibility so as to be impartial in the 
best interests of the Order Internationally.

After a healthy discussion, along with a very clear 
direction from the Grand Master the proposal was 
withdrawn and the current Policy of a Petit Conseil 

member resigning from Offi ce so as to be void of 
regional infl uences is to continue.

The meeting revised Ordinance 3 of the 2001 
Sovereign Council resolution that a Bailiff attaining 
the age of 80 years and not holding any Offi ce will be 
advised they become Bailiff Emeritus.

The positive effect will be that as the Order can only 
appoint 20 Bailiffs world wide, vacancies will occur 
for appointment back up to this number.

Petit Conseil appointments:  Bailiff Tony Rich, NSW, 
Bailiff Anthony Bailey, Vic and Conventual Bailiff 
Doug Symons, SA were appointed to the Conseil.

The Grand Commander Bailiff Tony Shiell in 
discussions of forward budget matters undertook to 
produce an annual set of accounts to be available 
to the Grand Prior for distribution to the respective 
Priories.

The meeting proceeded to cover the remaining 
Agenda business which in the main was in essence 
machinery matters.

Grand Prior Victor Techritz.



Page 8

The Langue Banners of 1565

Allemagne
The Treasurer or Grand Bailli was Leader of the Tongue of Allemagne, now Germany.  
He was the accountant of the Order’s fi nances.  He was also overseer of livestock 
rearing, i.e., poultry, swine, etc.  The Grand Bailli was later responsible for the castles 
of the mighty estate.  Today the Grand Treasurer is Jonathon Whitaker of Southampton, 
UK.  At the Fall of Rhodes in 1522 the emblem of Allemagne was shown with a one-
headed eagle but by the Siege of Malta in 1565 the estates had expanded considerably 
and the eagle was shown (as in our banner) with two heads.

The Routes of the First Crusade

Priory Programme for 2007/2008
2007 
Thursday December 6 Christmas Dinner Ayers House
2008 
Monday February 18 Regular meeting NMAF Club
Monday March 17 Regular Meeting (Ladies) NMAF Club
Sunday April 6 Charity Luncheon Glenelg Golf Course
Monday April 21 Regular Meeting NMAF Club
Monday May 19 Regular Meeting (Ladies) NMAF Club
Friday June 20 Investiture Christ Church North Adelaide
Friday June 20 Banquet Ayers House
Saturday June 21 Chapter Meeting Christ Church Hall
Monday July 21 Regular Meeting (Ladies) NMAF Club
Monday August 18 Regular Meeting NMAF Club
Monday September 8 Siege of Malta Cocktail Party NMAF Club
Monday September 15 Regular Meeting (Ladies) NMAF Club
Monday October 20 Regular Meeting NMAF Club
Monday November 17 Regular Meeting (Ladies) NMAF Club
Thursday December 4 Christmas Dinner Ayers House

Following Pope Urban II’s appeal at Clermont in 
November 1095 the crusaders set out over the next 
summer for Constantinople.  They followed two main 
routes.  The fi rst was through Hungary to the Byzantine 
frontier post at Belgrade and then along the military 
road across the Balkans.  This was taken by Peter the 
Hermit and by Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower 
Lorraine.  Other leaders, such as Robert of Normandy, 
Robert of Flanders and Stephen of Blois, travelled 
through Italy and crossed over to Dyrrachion, whence 
the Via Egnatia led to Constantinople.  Variants of this 
route were followed by Bohemund of Taranto and by 
Raymond of Toulouse, who were the last to arrive at 
Constantinople (April 1097).  The next stage was across 
Asia Minor which was controlled by the Seljuq Turks.  
The crusaders captured Nicaea, the Seljuq capital, and 

then on 1 July 1097 defeated the Turks at Dorylaion.  
This victory opened up the routes across the Anatolian 
plateau to Edessa, which was occupied in March 1098 
and to Antioch, which fi nally capitulated on 28 June 
1098.  The crusaders  set out in January 1099 on their 
last stage to Jerusalem, which fell after a month’s siege 
on 15 July.  Their successes were made possible by help 
from the Genoese, who dispatched a fl eet in July 1097.  
News of these triumphs prompted the departure of two 
more crusading expeditions.  Both were cut to pieces 
by the Turks in the summer of 1101.  These defeats 
were decisive.  They meant that Anatolia would remain 
Turkish and that the crusaders’ hold in Syria would 
always be tenuous.

Brenton Mollison


