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          From the Prior
The people of Malta enjoy “Victorja” 
or Victory Day on the 8th September 
every year.  It is a holiday when 
wreaths are laid at Fort St. Angelo, 
Birju, Malta and at the Great Siege of 
Malta monument near St Johns 
Co-Cathedral in Valletta. Here in 
Australia we in the order of St John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, also 
recognize the lifting of the Great Siege 
(Victory Day) on the 8th of September, 
1565.  For us this year, we had a 
church service on the 8th of September 
at our conventual Church, Christ 
Church, North Adelaide followed by 
a gathering afterward in the Church 
Hall.  Likewise, our Commandery in 
Perth, WA also held a church service at 
their  conventual Church, St Georges 
Cathedral, on the 9th September, 2011, 
to commemorate the lifting of the 
Great Siege in 1565.

The Commandery in Western Australia 
is quite active.  They are meeting 
every month at present in the St John 
of God Hospital, the meeting rooms 
at St Georges Cathedral where they 
previously met are being renovated.  
Your Prior accompanied by Vice-Prior 
David Wotton travelled to Perth for 
a very special function held by the 
Commandery on 1st of October, 2011.  
It took the form of an “Indigenous 
Health Symposium”, held in the 
Conference Centre, St John of God 
Hospital, Subiaco.  The Commandery 
under Commander Bryant Stokes 
organized the Forum, joining 

with Rotary, the  Order of Australia 
Association and the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs, WA. The aim 
was to discuss  “What the aboriginal 
community might  want from small 
charities in clinical to social and 
living issues?”  The Vice Prior and 
I enjoyed the Forum very much, 
and got to know the Commandery 
and other St John of Jerusalem 
Hospitallers in Western Australia as 
well.  Experiences of the Prior and 
Vice Prior at the Forum are described 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
For the first time in South Australia 
the Grand Priory Council under the 
Chairmanship of Grand Prior Royce 
Pepin met in Adelaide on 17th of 
October, where the South Australian 
Priory made the Victorian members 
very welcome.  They also attended 
our normal monthly Priory meeting 
and lunched with Priory members.
      John Jackson
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Chev. John Milroy Macklin GCSJ,   MMSJ, FAIA (1935 - 2011)
                  VALE JOHN

Until his death last month, John 
was the most senior member of our 
Priory, having held the positions 
of Chamberlain, Vice Chancellor, 
and Vice Prior. In 2000 he was 

awarded the Medal of Merit, being only 1 of 3 in South Australia. 
John was born in Adelaide, and matriculated from Adelaide High 
School in 1951 following which he obtained his pilot’s licence (he 
was in the RAAF general reserve) and became a flying instructor, 
Charter-pilot and finally Captain of a Boeing 727 for Ansett airlines. 
Because of eyesight problems he transferred to sales and marketing 
for Advertiser Newspapers Ltd, and was general manager in Victoria 
until the takeover by News Corporation. He was a member of both 
the Advertising Club of Victoria and the Column Club and served 
two terms as president of both. He was a member of both the Daimler 
and MG car clubs of Victoria and a member of the National Gallery 
Society of Victoria as well as the National Trust and the Lower Plenty 
Pony club. He  played A Grade tennis and basketball and represented 
Victoria in table tennis. It was however, his love for good wine that 
made him President of the local branch of the Beefsteak and Burgundy 
Club. In his last years in South Australia, he was the national secretary. 
My wife and I, spent many happy hours with John and Rosemary 
in the Southern Vales, selecting the best value for money wines for 
our Priory. Because of failing health, he and Rosemary were forced 
to move to Victoria to be close to their family. He insisted however, 
upon  remaining a staunch member of the South Australian Priory!
You can see therefore, that our friend ,and Brother in St John, 
led a full and satisfying life.         Chevalier Brenton Mollison          

Mary Potter Hospice
                  Creating a place for the Aboriginal community

Many of you will remember 
the exciting new initiative that 
The Mary Potter Foundation 
announced last year – The 
Mary Potter Hospice Aboriginal 
Palliative Care Project. 
The Mary Potter Hospice 
identified a specific need 
for the establishment of an 
indigenous based palliative care 
program for members of our 
Aboriginal community. After an 
unsuccessful initial recruitment 
and time constraints associated 
with meeting the grant criteria 
with Community Benefit, we 
decided in good faith to return 
the grant funding. However, the 
Foundation and the Hospice felt 
very strongly about wanting to 
continue this project, and thanks 
to the loyal and generous support 
of our donors, it is again off the 
ground. We proudly welcome 

respected Aboriginal Consultant, 
Rosemary Wanganeen, to the 
role. Rosemary brings with 

her a wealth of experience and 
knowledge in loss and grief and 
is very excited about what she can 
contribute to this project. ‘The 
Nunga (Aboriginal) community 
welcomes such a program; this 
is an indicator that Aboriginal 
and Non-Aboriginal society have 
come a long way, however, we’ve 

still got some way to go. You 
see, mainstream society doesn’t 
fully understand how history has 
instilled a high voltage of fear 
into the Aboriginal and Non-
Aboriginal psyche about each,’ 
said Rosemary. ‘Such fear has 
now become a serious barrier for 
many Aboriginal people that they 
can’t, don’t or won’t access some 
mainstream services out of fear 
that we’ll experience some degree 
of racism.’ ‘Mary Potter Hospice 
is surrounded by love, honour 
and respect; it offers our families 
acceptance and a peaceful way to 
transition to the spirit world where 
our ancestors are waiting to greet 
them. I’m very proud that The 
Mary Potter Foundation and the 
Hospice are doing what it takes to 
breakdown those barriers.’We look 
forward to keeping you informed 
of Rosemary’s progress.



Last July, the completion of a project to enhance 
the beauty of our church and improve the place 
as a vehicle for worship, became a reality for 
the future. The liturgical re-ordering at Christ 
Church is the culmination of a process which 
began before 2007. One of the outstanding 
features of the re-ordering is the new pulpit.

The inspiration for 
the pulpit is two-fold.

Firstly, it derives its form 
from the principles of 
Norman architecture, 
itself a development of 
the Romanesque form. 
The features of this style 
are evident in the church: 
arches supported on 
corbels, the geometric 
forms of decoration - 
‘dogtooth’ on arches, 
and diamonds (note the 
pattern around the wall 
of our apse). The pulpit 
is set on a corbel with 
four arched panels and 
gilded geometric patterns.

Secondly, the pulpit is 
inspired by the heavenly 
vision as described by the 
Writer of the last Book 
of the New Testament 
- the Revelation. In 
chapter four we read: 
 At once I was in the 
Spirit, and lo, a throne 
stood in heaven, with 
one seated on the throne!  
And he who sat there appeared like jasper and 
carnelian, and round the throne was a rainbow that 
looked like an emerald.... And round the throne, on 
each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full 
of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature 
like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the 
third living creature with the face of a man, and the 
fourth living creature like a flying eagle.  And the 
four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are 
full of eyes all round and within, and day and night 
they never cease to sing, “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 

The panels on the pulpit are of onyx stone, and upon 
each is engraved one of the ‘living creatures’.  If you 
look closely, each creature has a scroll, or book, for in 
Christian tradition the four living creatures have been 
identified with the four Evangelists (gospel writers): 
Matthew (like a man), Mark (a lion), Luke (an ox) 
and John (an eagle).  The pillars separating the panels 

are of carnelian stone. 

From this pulpit is the 
Good News of Jesus 
Christ proclaimed 
with the intent of 
bringing worshippers 
to the heavenly vision.

Above the pulpit is 
a ‘tester’ or canopy, 
originally associated 
with pulpits as a 
means of assisting 
sound to be projected 
into a building. It also 
has the visual effect of 
locating the preacher 
in a space. Like 
the pulpit at Christ 
Church, the principal 
stone, onyx, is used 
for the material of the 
tester. The method of 
supporting the onyx 
of the tester is a steel 
Maltese Cross. This 
feature has been used 
in the tester because 
of the association 
of the Order of the 
Knights of St John 
of Jerusalem with 

Christ Church, which is the conventual 
church of the Order in South Australia.

The Maltese Cross is also known as the ‘Beatitudes 
Cross’, because it has eight points - the number of the 
beatitudes, or ‘blessings’ for the disciples of our Lord 
who perform works of mercy towards those in need or 
distress. It is the primary symbol of the Order of St John.
   
   Father Lyndon Salzberger

 

The Pulpit at Christ Church
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Siege of Malta
Evensong
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Siege of Malta
Cocktail Party
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Indigenous Health Symposium — Perth

Prior John Jackson and Vice-Prior David Wotton attended an Indigenous Health Symposium organized by 
the Perth Commandery on Saturday October 1st.  

The Commandery intends to have as its charity project “Indigenous Health” and so the theme of the 
Symposium was “What the aboriginal community might want from small charities in clinical to social and 
living issues.”   It was hosted by the Commandery in conjunction with the Order of Australia Association, 
Rotary District 9455 and the Department of Indigenous Affairs in Western Australia.  It was held in the 
conference centre at the St John of God Hospital in Subiaco.

Four excellent speakers addressed the Symposium.  The Hon. Ken Wyatt MP, Federal Member for Hasluck, 
stressed that indigenous people should be equal partners in any undertaking with small charities.  Both 
Dr Sue Gordon, retired Magistrate, and Chris Dawson, WA Deputy Police Commissioner, emphasized 
that small charities should be prepared to sit and talk/listen with indigenous communities before acting.  
John Moriarty, the artist who painted Qantas planes with indigenous motifs, asked that we made sure 
children were going to school regularly before receiving benefits of a programme. And “don’t forget the 
gift of some football boots” was his parting remark. An excellent discussion took place at the conclusion 
of the presentation with many of those attending congratulating the Commandery and the Commander 
Professor Bryant Stokes, who chaired the Symposium, on the choice of subject and the organizing of a most 
interesting and worthwhile symposium.

Chev Professor Stokes made us feel very much at home as did all those attending the Symposium.  In the 
evening Chev Professor Stokes was kind enough to entertain us at dinner along with other guests.

John Jackson
David Wotton
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Top Left:  
  Unknown, Chev Prof Ralph Martins (WA Commandery), 
  Vice-Prior David Wotton, Chev. Donald Leinster-Mackay 
  (WA Priory)
Top Right:  
  Commander Bryant Stokes (WA Commandery), 
  John Moriarty AM,(speaker, with swag), 
  Dr Sue Gordon AM (retired magistrate, speaker)
Middle: 
  Police Commissioner Chris Dawson (speaker) came across 
  this unusual water puddle in the shape of Australia on a bush
   track on his way to visit indigenous communities
Bottom Left:  
  Chev Ralph Martins (WA), 
  Commander Bryant Stokes (WA), 
  Prior John Jackson (SA).
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The Grand  Turcopolier was the leader 
of the Tongue of England. Initially he  
was the commander of the light cavalry.
The ‘Turcopoli’ until the fourteenth cen-
tury was no more than a junior army
officer subordinate to the Marshals, but

     
  The Langue Banners of 1565-         ENGLAND

When U Black U BLACK!
When I was born I was BLACK
When I grew up I was BLACK
When out in the sun I stayed BLACK
When I got cold I was BLACK
When I was scared I was BLACK
When I was sick I was BLACK
And when I die I will still be BLACK
Now U ‘white’ folks

 in 1304 he was placed seventh in the 
 hierarchy. The French Fleur-de-Lys on
 the English Coat of Arms is repre -
 sentative of the large area of France 
 captured at the Battle of Agincourt. 

        Merry             Christmas

    
    The last laugh
    courtesy of a very clever 
                       and 
        creative  black man 
                from Texas!

When you’re born you are PINK
When you grow up you’re WHITE
When you go in the sun you go RED
When you’re cold you turn BLUE
When you’re scared you’re YELLOW
When you get sick you’re GREEN
When you bruise you turn PURPLE
And when you die you look GREY
                       So why ?
Y’all be callin’ us COLORED FOLKS?

    Mon Nov 21 12noon  Regular meeting (Partners)  NMAF Club
              Thurs Dec 1 7pm  Christmas Dinner  Ayers House
    Mon Feb 20    12noon          Regular meeting               NMAF Club                        
    Sat Feb 25      6pm            New Year Ceremony        TBA                                       
                Mon Mar 19  12noon        Regular meeting (Partners)    NMAF Club
    Mon Apr 16  12noon       Regular meeting                     NMAF Club
    Sun Apr 22     12noon        Charity Luncheon                   Glenelg Golf Club

  Programme
   2011 - 2012 
   


