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 Editor’s Comments
Unfortunately war and conflict seem to be almost inherent in the human condi-
tion and who can blame those who would seek to defend their religion, terri-
tory, economic security,  integrity, sovereignty, and in our case,  Western demo-
cratic principles. In this edition our attention is especially drawn to a number 
of conflicts in history which have touched members of the Order in different 
ways. Firstly, we  celebrate the great victory known as the Siege of Malta  in 
1565,  but  we also bring you  commentary in our centre spread on what has be-
come known as the Second Siege of Malta  between 1940-1943. Our front cover 
features the Memorial Bell commissioned to celebrate this great victory of  the 
Allies in retaining Malta against  the Axis powers. Elsewhere readers will find 
out why Malta became known as The Nurse of the Mediterranean 
 during the Great War.  
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Excellency
Dear Brother in St John
Dear Victor

For some time now I have been suf-
ficiently informed that the Cross of 
Merit will be bestowed on  you. In my 
capacity as Lt. Grand Master, I want to 
take this opportunity to salute and con-
ratulate you.   I have been informed at 
length of your  excellent record of ser-
vice  delivered during the  period you 
were Prior of the Priory of New South 
Wales  and the Priory of Australia.

 Personally, I always feel happy to 
congratulate one of the members of 
our Order of St John of Jerusalem - 
Knights Hospitaller, especially when 
they have given themselves heart and 
soul for the cause  of : “ Pro Fide - 
pro utilitate hominum”  It is through 
people like you  that the Order has 
become what  it is today.  I trust that in 
your ongoing concern you will always 
be available as a good adviser to the 
present leadership. 

Victor, thank you for this generous 
gift of yourself.  You were and are an 
example to all of us.

May God Bless you. 
Yours in Christ and St John
Michel Bohe GCSJ
Lt. Grand Master

The Cross of Merit
is awarded to

HE Bailiff Victor Techritz AM GCSJ
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The celebration of the lifting in 
1565 of the Great Siege of Malta  
was a happy and joyous occasion 
on Saturday  8 September this year 
in Adelaide.  The South Australian 
Priory  recognized the event in 
great style with a Cocktail Party 
at the Intercontinental Hotel on  
North Terrace.  Chevalier James 
Allen took great care of us. We 
acknowledge his considerable 
personal contribution as Manager of 
the Hotel, as we also acknowledge 
our M/C Chevalier Robert Black 
and Chevalier Henry d’Assumpção 
who produced a video of the Great 
Siege itself which was shown 
during the cocktail party.  Because it 
was difficult for all to pay attention 
to the  whole of the video under 
conditions of the Cocktail Party, 
Chevalier Henry has been persuaded 
to show it again at one of our Priory 
Meetings, possible early in 2013.  
It will be well worth the viewing.

As your Prior, I attended the Annual 
General Meeting of the Mary Potter 
Foundation on the evening of 
Tuesday 18 September, 2012, along 
with several others from the Priory.  
It is 25 years since the Foundation 
began its work supporting palliative 
and end of life care for patients and 

their families.  Chairman Danny 
Watson and Executive Director 
Cathy Murphy described to us 
the wonderful and wide ranging 
work of the Mary Potter Hospice.  
During the evening Chevalier 
Michael Willson was re-elected 
to the Board of Directors of 
the Foundation.  To quote 
Cathy Murphy  “ We gratefully 
acknowledge the on going 
commitment from the Order 
of St John of Jerusalem whose 
outstanding support spans 20 
years.  Each year this wonderful 
group of community minded 
people continue to honour the 
very foundations of the Order  
through their care for the sick 
and the dying in the Hospice.’ 
(Mary Potter Foundation 
Inc. Annual Report 2011-
2012, p.6).  Thank you Cathy.

You will have all seen the 
Report on the Camillian Home 
Rehabilitation Education and 
Training Program supported 
by the OSJ Malta International 
Charity for 2012.  Situated in the 
area of Lat Krabang, Bangkok, 
Thailand, the Camillian Home 
is a Thai, non-profit children’s 
charity.  It is important for us to 
see how some of the “giving” 
by the Priories of the Order of 
St John is distributed to needy 
organizations.  In this case it was 
handled by Antoon  Cnudde, 
Grand Hospitaller to OSJ Malta, 
and who lives in Belgium.

 John Jackson, KJSJ
 Prior of South Australia 
 October, 2012
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Acknowledgement & Thanks!   
This newsletter has been printed 
by Lane Print at no cost to the 
Priory.We sincerely thank Cheva-
lier Peter Lane for his generosity. 

Report by the Prior - South Australia Priory  
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Outstanding Care for Veterans
The Priory of the Pacific - San Francisco

Based in San Francisco, the Priory of the Pacific 
currently has a single 40-member Commandery, the 
Commandery of St. Francis, which was formed in 
1989.

Most of the Commandery members are former offic-
ers of the US or Allied armed forces, indeed four of 
the Knights are World War II US army veterans who 
served in the Pacific or European theaters. Others 
have served in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. Three 
of the slightly younger members are former special 
forces officers. The Navy is also well represented, 
including Chaplain Shepherd Jenks a former nuclear 
submarine captain - and previously navigator on the 
USS Nautilus, the first ship to reach the North Pole.

As befits a military group, and in line with the origi-
nal mission of the Hospitallers in the Holy Land, the 
main role of the Commandery is to support injured 
veterans. To accomplish this task the Commandery 
raises funds for distribution to various selected local 
programs which provide rehabilitation services for 
wounded veterans. Two annual fund-raising events 
have led this effort over the last few years. The first 
is the annual black-tie ball in May which coincides 
with the Priory Investiture in San Francisco. This is 
primarily a private event for friends and family but 
now attracts about 200 guests and contributes about 
$35,000 to the cause.

The signature Summer event is a polo gala, the 
Wounded Warriors Polo Benefit which increases in 
size and success every year. Organized by Command-
ery members, featuring two polo matches, carriage 
driving, a silent auction, wine tasting and other 
attractions, the recent (third annual) event raised 
$40,000 net.

       Successful fund-raising requires financial trans 
parency and low overheads. In the case of the Com-
mandery, the members’ oblations more than cover 
the small Priory overhead (and tithes to Malta) so 
that the balance of oblation revenue and one hun-
dred percent of all outside funds received through 
fund-raising can be allocated to the cause. This is 
an important message when seeking sponsors and 
donors.

How are the funds then allocated? All Knights and 
Dames are invited to propose programs for consid-
eration. The stipulations are that they benefit recently 
injured service veterans, that they are local (for ease 
of monitoring) and that they be young programs 
where small initial seed funding can make a big dif-
ference. The programs proposed are considered by 
committee and two or three are selected each year 
for support and funding, with a three year maximum 
period.

Past programs have included the Pathway Home 
at Yountville which assists veterans suffering from 
post traumatic stress disorder; NCEFT which takes 
seriously injured outpatients from the local Veterans 
Hospital and uses hippo-therapy treatment (on horse 
back) to help recover self confidence, balance, neuro-
logical and communication skills; and Sentinels for 
Freedom which provides assistance for reintegrating 
selected recovering veterans into civilian life through 
mentoring and assistance for everything from jobs to 
housing. Each program is monitored by the sponsor-
ing Knight or Dame to ensure its compliance and 
suitability for further funding.

This year the Commandery has supported a handi-
capped sailing program in the San Francisco Bay for 
veterans, including several amputees; another eques-
trian therapy program called Trail Rides for Heroes; 
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Funds are being raised in Adelaide to erect a memorial to 
more than 270 Anzacs who are buried on the island of Malta.  
Supporters of the plan say many Australians do not realise 
that Gallipoli victims were buried on the Mediterranean Is-
land.  It is believed it will be the first Anzac memorial erected 
outside of Australia, New Zealand and Gallipoli (Turkey).  
Many wounded were evacuated to Malta from Gallipoli in 
1915 when the island earned the title Nurse of the Mediter-
ranean.  A six metre high monument  (illustrated to left)  will 
cost about $200,000 and is being designed and sculptured by  
Gianni Bonnici. It will be erected in the Argotti  Botanical 
Gardens in Floriana, Malta.  More than 4000 wounded sol-
diers were evacuated from Gallipoli and in hospital in Malta.  
Many passed away on the island and their remains returned 
to Australia and New Zealand, but there are about 200 Aus-
tralians and more than 70 New Zealanders still buried there. 
Malta War Memorial committee Chief Executive Charles 
Figallo said it was a project dear the heart of the Maltese.  Mr 
Figallo said between $120,000 and $150,000 had been  raised 
so far in Australia and Malta towards the cost of the Anzac 
memorial which may attract more business to the island.  
‘Everyone goes to Gallipoli to honour the Anzacs but no one 
goes to Malta to honour the 300 who are buried there.’ Mr 
Figallo said.  Honorary Maltese consul for South Australia 
Frank Scichuna said  that for many Maltese commemorating 
the Anzacs  who are buried on the island was ‘a way to say 
thank you to Australia.’

Malta Salutes Fallen Anzacs

and Quality of Life Plus a 
non-profit developing ad-
vanced custom prostheses 
and other life-enhancing 
technological innovations 
for injured servicemen 
and women.
These diverse local pro-
grams have all provided 
tangible results for the 
veterans they serve and 
considerable satisfaction 
for the Commandery 
members supporting 
them.
Although our focus is lo-
cal, some of our members 
now live far away; we see 
them rarely but we value 

 
and honor their continued participation. We enjoy being part of the growing international Order of St. John, 
so we hope that other Knights and Dames reading these notes will come and visit us, perhaps at one of the 
major events described above where you are assured of a warm and hospitable welcome. The next investiture 
in San Francisco will be on May 11, 2013. Please visit the Commandery web site for additional news: www.
OSJ-SFC.org                                                                   Prior Chrisopher Barnes, KJSJ

This article comes courtesy of the 
Advertiser and journalist Greg Kelton
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The second 
siege of MalTa

Photograph by kind permission of  James Spiers, Scotland

A Spitfire fighter
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The people of Malta have endured two great sieges in their long and colourful 
history. The first was in 1565 referred to later in this newsletter. The other oc-
curred in the 20th Century during World War II. To recognise the courage of the 
Maltese people during this war, the George Cross was awarded to the entire Mal-
tese population in 1942, and 50 years later Queen Elizabeth II  commissioned a 
memorial bell.  This magnificent monument depicted on the cover of this news-
letter overlooks Valletta Harbour.  The bell was designed by Michael Sandle a 
sculptor of world fame and  cast by Taylor and Co. the largest bell makers in the 
world at their foundry at Loughborough in England. 

Between 1940 and 1943 Malta was subjected to a massive assault, firstly by the 
Italian air force, and later by the German Luftwaffe. It is reported that more 
bombs fell on Malta during this period that on Britain during the blitz.  The aim 
was to destroy the morale of the Maltese by the relentless bombing and by pre-
venting supply ships with fuel and food from reaching them.  The Axis powers  
then planned to occupy the island  as it was strategically important for suprema-
cy in the Mediterranean and for its proximity to North Africa.

At the start of the war Malta was not well protected with anti aircraft guns or 
war planes. As the war progressed reinforcements began to arrive, initially 
Swordfish torpedo bombers then Hurricane fighters and more bombers.  The 
arrival of the Luftwaffe greatly intensified the attack on Malta and it was difficult 
for the supply ships to get through to the island and many Allied aircraft were 
lost. Moreover the bombing of Malta was greatly intensified. Things were go-
ing badly until the arrival of five Spitfire squadrons early in 1942 which led to  
much greater success against the enemy.  By this time the Maltese had endured  
great suffering -  shortage of food to the point of starvation, lack of clothing and 
a shortage of water as enemy bombers  had destroyed  infrastructure. Convoys 
bringing in supplies suffered very heavy losses and at one stage a tanker the Ohio 
without power, limped into the harbour supported by two destroyers attached  
to its sides. 

 The tide turned in favour of the Allies -  no invasion was launched  and Malta 
became an important base for the Beaufort and Wellington bombers to attack 
the ships supplying Rommel  in the Western Desert in Africa.  In fact, this con-
tribution hastened Rommel’s defeat.  All in all the Maltese suffered greatly - the 
George Cross for gallantry and the magnificent memorial bell are fitting tributes.

                                               
      Bailiff Roger  Goldsworthy 
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Siege of Malta 
Cocktail Party 

Intercontinental Hotel
Adelaide, 2012



9               For Faith and for Service to Humanity

Siege of Malta 
Cocktail Party 

Intercontinental Hotel
Adelaide, 2012
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It is a day to mark the historic victory which  was hailed by Pope St Pius V  and in the Capitols of Europe as 
a landmark in the defence and protection of Europe’s Christian heritage and civilisation. For these reasons 
it is Malta’s National  Day.  On this day Maltese and Gozitan towns, namely Senglea, Naxxar, Melliehaand 
Xaghra( Gozo) celebrate, together with the Universal Church, the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin under whose 
patronage the parishes mentioned were placed soon after the Victory  of 1565. In 1530, Malta was part of the 
kingdom of Sicily; thus from 1091 when the Order of St John came to Malta, the original Italic and Byzantine 
population from Roman  rule which started in 1090 AD was followed by a steady migration of people from 
Sicily and the European mainland and continued over the ensuing centuries. 

By 1565 the Order had regained  its former strength  and when it captured the Sultan’s Galleyat in a naval bat-
tle it was the last straw for the Turks. They had  prepared a formidable fleet and army to attack Malta. On his 
part, Grand Master La Vallette, Malta’s amazing leader, ordered all knights back to Malta, mended or recon-
structed  old forts, and began to gather provisions and ammunition for the coming struggle. On May 6th a 
roll call showed that Malta had 8,500 fighting men and 600 Knights. The civilians were forced to find refuge 
in Mdina and Birgu, and take with them goods, animals and food.   

La Vallette ordered the Blessed Sacrament to be exposed, and exhorted the knights to Communion. The cour-
age of the Grand Master inspired confidence everywhere.  The Turks landed at Mellieha, San Tomas, Wied 
il-Ghajn(Marsascala) and at Marsaxlokk, directed by their fierce leaders Mustapha Pasha’ Piali, and Dragut. 
They succeeded in entering Marsamxett, scaling the heights of Sceberras, and laying siege to Fort St. Elmo.
For weeks they fired at its walls, breach after breach was opened, but the defenders never gave up. At one time 
some began to doubt the result, and Vallette told them , ‘Come away if you like, other men and I will take your 
place.’ That was enough to keep every man at his post, and so for five weeks, the heroic garrison resisted all 
attacks until, on June 23, the Fort was taken, at the cost of Dragut himself and 8,000 of his picked men. 

All the time the provisions and men were diminishing, and La Vallette had several times asked the Viceroy 
of Sicily to send him help. The first 1,200 men, from Don Garcia arrived and La Vallette protested that it was 
useless to send such small forces when the enemy was receiving many more all the time.  Then on September 
7th  8,500 men arrived, the Knights and the the people were overjoyed, the bells pealed out the message, and 
Mustapha, when being told that 20,000 men had arrived to help the Maltese, ordered a general retreat. By the 
next day at the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin there was not a single Turkish ship in Maltese wa-
ters.  Malta’s Cross had crushed the Turkish Crescent. Ever since this glorious victory of the Great Siege over 
the Turks  the Maltese people have celebrated the 8th of September with the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary known  as ‘Festa Ta Marija Bambina - Festa tal - Vitorja.’  

The Great 
Siege of Malta
Presented By Joseph Briffa
Hon. Gen. Secretary
Maltese Guild of SA Inc.

The 8th of September is Malta’s National Day.  
However, it has changed much since Malta 
became independent in 1968. The celebration 
on the 8th day of September each year is when 
the Universal Catholic Church celebrates the 
birth of Our Lady jointly with the victory over  
the Turks when they lay siege to the island.  
Since the year 1565 , this day has assumed 
special significance for all those of Maltese 
origin both on the island and abroad. 
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In keeping with the theme of this edition of the 
newsletter, we are pleased to be able to report that  
a new book on the Knights Hospitaller has just 
been released by Palgrave Macmillan.   It is entitled 
Church Militant :The Knights Hospitaller in the 
Levant, c1070 – 1309  by Jonathon Riley-Smith KSJ  
a noted historian of the Crusades and a former Dixie 
Professor of 
Ecclesiastical 
History. He 
is a Fellow 
of Emmanuel 
C o l l e g e , 
Cambridge and 
has made it 
his life’s work 
to research 
the work of 
our Order.
The book was 
reviewed by 
Robert Irwin in 
the September  
edition of 
the Literary 
Review.

According to myth and legend the first hospitallers 
in the Holy Land  predate the birth of Christ by 
three centuries and were founded by Antiochus III 
to tend the sick in some of the first recognisably  
institutional settings. However  ‘the real origin 
of this order of fighting churchmen was more 
obscure’ and the ‘the original hospitals (of St John) 
were established by Italians in Jerusalem and 
Antioch  a few decades before the First Crusade 
arrived in Syria in the late 1090’s.
Their mission was to offer hospitality and 
accommodation to those pilgrims passing   to   
and  from the Jerusalem and later to provide 
succour for those injured in the Crusades . 

However,  the author provides evidence that by 
1136 The Knights Hospitaller had evolved into 
militant battalions of churchmen who rivalled 
the Knights Templar in  military, political and 
economic importance.  The relatively recent film 

"Church Militant"
By Jonathon Riley-Smith
 Palgrave Macmillan 2012

The Kingdom of Heaven starring Orlando Bloom 
illustrates this conflict quite dramatically.  

Indeed, it clearly makes a point of highlighting 
the rivalry between  the two military orders 
and their collective attempts  and sometimes 
counter-productive  efforts to  defend   
Jerusalem  against  the  onslaught of Saladin. 

The Hospitallers  built and fortified huge castles 
and battlements, notably  in Northern   Syria and 
elsewhere.  Crac des Chevaliers and Margat are 
but two. So too was the castle at Acre pictured in a 

photograph   kindly 
provided by 
Chev. Ian Webber 
after his recent 
trip to the Holy 
Land.  These 
monuments  of 
defence were 
some of the pillars 
of the Kingdom 
of Jersusalem and  
when the Knights 
of the Kingdom 
were defeated 
at Hattim in 
1187, Saladin 
singled out the 
Hospitallers and 
the Templars for 

particularly violent retribution. The author 
claims that throughout the  history of the 
Hospitallers there has been tension between those 
who would give priority to charitable works 
and those committed to fighting. Fortunately 
in our time we are completely focussed on charitable 
works.   Despite some criticism of the Order  the 
author finally reminds the reader that the Knights 
Hospitaller were ‘moved by the the love of God and 
their neighbour, leaving behind wives children,and 
earthly possessions  and adopting temporal poverty 
and chastity, they were described as following the 
way of the cross.... Contemporaries portrayed 
the army  on the march as a nomadic abbey, its 
days and nights punctuated by solemn liturgy, its 
soldiers dedicated to austerity and brotherhood.’

The book costs approximately $100.

                            Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas

 Knights Hall in Acre Castle, Israel
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    Mon Nov 19 12noon Regular meeting(Partners)   NMAF Club
    Fri 7 Dec  Christmas Dinner Inter-Continental Hotel    7pm for 7.30pm
    Mon 18 Feb  12noon            Regular meeting                        NMAF Club 
    Mon 18 Mar  Annual Service  - Christ Church 5.30pm - Light Meal
    Mon 15 Apr  12noon             Regular meeting    NMAF Club 
                                               

  
   Programme
      2012-13 

                          
           

            The Langue Banners  of 1565  - 
              Castille - Leon

From 1361 onwards, the Office of Grand Chancellor
was given to the leader of the recently established Tongue 
of Castille.  He was in charge of the Grand Master’s Sec-
retariat, and sealed and signed original state documents. 
These duties are continued today.  The title of Secretary 
to the Grand Master and Grand Conservator echo the 
original duties. The banner shows the Castle of Castille 
and the Lion of Leon after these kingdoms became one. 

I am forever humbled in 
my role to meet people who 
have said goodbye to some-
one they love, who are griev-
ing and yet want to reach out 
to help others in the same 
situation. For some it is 
about honouring their loved 
one, to make a difference in 

their name, for others it is so important to express 
their gratefulness for the care they received.  I am 
truly fortunate to see the best in human nature - 
the sense of care and love shared.    The same goes 
for every donation we receive when we ask for your 
help.  Each year our commitment to the Hospice is 
in excess of $850,000 - the only way we can meet 

the cost of medical care, equipment, pastoral care 
and support programs is because of the care that 
you choose to show each time you make a gift.  We 
are really excited to be able to offer complemen-
tary therapy in the Hospice - we will be asking for 
your specific support in the future to ensure that 
this new intiative will provide an additional level of 
care for patients and their families.  We have seen 
the benefits that complementary care brings to can-
cer patients through the RESTORE program and 
now we are going to be able to offer this support 
to everyone in the Hospice.  Thank you as always 
for all you do to help patients and their families.
Best Wishes          
    Cathy Murphy

 From the Mary Potter  Newsletter

A 
Pro Hart 
tribute
  to the
 birth 

of 
Christ

Merry 
Christmas

to all
in

the 
name of 
St John


