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Opening Service  2012 - 

Evensong at ChristChurch,  Sunday February 26th 2012
“The woman who anoints  Christ’s body  with costly ointment before his passion and death is berated by the onlook-
ers for having squandered such a precious oil. In a similar way the great support that the Knights of St John of Jerusa-
lem give to the Mary Potter Hospice is of great importance in giving care and due honour to the dying. The day may 
come when the knights too, may be critiqued for being so extravagant to the dying but, like the woman in Bethany, 
it is precisely the great cost of the ointment that begins to reveal the true dignity and value of the human person.”

   Zechariah Chap. 2 , v 1-13 
   Chev. Henry d’Assumcao

     Mark Chap. 14, v 1-25
     Chev. David Wotton  Father Peter Zwaans

Editorial
Beyond the normal commentary about the activities of the Adelaide Priory, in this edition of Le Chevalier we are pleased 
to be able to include some special stories. Firstly, as a result of the much appreciated donation to the Mary Potter Foun-
dation by the Italian Priory, Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy sought more information from Bailiff  Roberto Volpe about their 
charitable works throughout the world. We feature their outstanding contribution on pages five  and six. Secondly,  we were 
very pleased to be able to interview Mrs Pat Venning, a descendant of Count Fanelli who was a Knight in Malta in 1622.  
Finally,  we feature some historical detail about one of the many  ancient St John Priories whose ruins remain mute in the 
Derbyshire countryside(see cover).   Many such priories were dotted throughout Britain  until  the accession of Henry VIII. 
The power and influence of the Order in Britain and Europe  until that time was considerable and this extract(page seven) 
comes courtesy of the British History on Line website.  The source of the article is as follows. - ‘House of Knights Hospi-
tallers: The preceptory of Yeaveley and Barrow’, A History of the County of Derby: Volume 2 (1907), pp. 75-77.  Having 
had the pleasure of visiting this site near the township of Ashbourne in Britain’s beautiful  Peak District I would commend 
members of the Order  to consider doing likewise, should they find themselves in  the United Kingdom in the future. .  
           Jeff  Nicholas - Herald
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The Year 2012 began with a flurry 
of activity.  Several Priory members 
from South Australia travelled to 
Melbourne for a meeting of the Grand 
Priory Council on the 17th February, 
while Grand Priory Prelate John 
Collas also chaired a meeting of the 
Ecclesiastical Conclave in Melbourne 
on the same day. An Investiture was 
held the next day at St David’s Church 
in Geelong for the Commandery of 
Geelong, followed by a very pleasant  
Investiture Luncheon in the Dining 
Hall of Geelong College.  Nine Donats 
were invested, 5 Dames and 4 Knights.  
It was a moving ceremony and a happy 
occasion for all.  It was also interesting 
to note that the Hall in Geelong had 
paintings of Past Presidents of the 
College decorating the walls, many 
by South Australian artist Robert 
Hannaford.

Soon after returning to Adelaide, 
we held our first Priory Meeting for 
the year on  Monday 20th February 
and  our  Opening Church Service 
on Sunday 26th February at our 
Conventual  Church, Christ Church, 
North Adelaide. Father Peter Zwaans 
from the the Roman Catholic Church 
of The Annunciation on Montacute 
Rd. Hectorville  gave the sermon  
in the true ecumenical spirit which 
underpins our  Order.   Among those 

who attended the Service and the 
“get-together” in the Church Hall 
afterwards, there was much praise for 
Fr. Peter, in the clarity of his delivery 
and in the research he carried out in 
order to make the sermon relevant to 
the OSJ.  Not only was his sermon 
outstanding but he also showed 
himself to be a very approachable 
and personable young man as he 
mingled with the congregation 
afterwards.

It has been announced that  Grand 
Prior His Excellency Royce Pepin 
has approved the following six 
nominations for admission to our 
Priory.  They are Francis Creagh 
O’Connor, Gordon James Ormondy, 
Raymond John Stanley, Douglas 
Wallace Stott,  Baden Teague and 
Ella Patricia Tyler.  The above are 
now titled Donat, may attend Priory 
meetings and will be invested on 
Friday 15th June, 2012.

Finally, it was a pleasure to receive 
an offer of 500 Euros to be donated 
through the SA Priory to the Mary 
Potter Foundation from Bailiff 
Roberto Volpe of the Italian Priory. 
Bailiff Roberto, whom we met in 
Malta last year was deeply moved 
by the story we ran in the last edition 
of our newsletter about  the work 
Mary Potter is now undertaking 
for the indigenous members of our 
community. We thank him for his 
kind and thoughtful generosity.  

Congratulations are in order to 
editors  Jeff Nicholas, Jeremy 
Cordeax and Roger Goldsworthy for 
attracting the interest of the wider 
world of OSJ to our Priory.

               John Jackson, KJSJ
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     The  Italian Priory of OSJ                   Outreach to the World

       Remarkable achievements for charity in places of need

With the issuing of the Papal Bull “Piae postulatio voluntatis” by Pope Pasquale II on 15 February  1113, the Order’s 
statute and independence were officially recognised giving life to seven new European sites where the Order of St 
John of Jerusalem Knight’s Hospitaller were established. They were at  Asti, Bari, Barletta, Messina, Pisa, Saint Gilles 
and Taranto respectively. This strengthened the Italian Priory which was already in existence in this first year of Papal 
recognition. After the division of the ancient Order caused by Pope Pious VII in 1802, the Ecumenical Order (OSJ) 
returned to Italy and on June 25th 1955 the  Italian Magistracy  recognized the Order of St John and the SMOM as two 
legitimate and separate Orders.
Today the Priory of Italy has its headquarters in Moncalieri, a city of  60,000 inhabitants 8 kms from Turin (Northwest 
of Italy) and is made up of  8 Commanderies: Norde Occidentale(North Western), Lombardo Veneto, Trentino, Alto 
Adige-Südtirol, Emilia and Toscana, Montefeltro, Marca et Picenum and Apulia.
After more than fifty years of charitable work in Italy, in 
2001 it was decided to broaden our humanitarian mission to 
foreign countries. Initiatives were undertaken in  Afghani-
stan, Albania, Bosnia-Erzegovina, Burkina-Faso, Cameroon, 
Cape Verde, Ivory Coast, Eritrea, India, Kosovo, Morocco, 
Poland, Romania, Togo and Ukraine... This year we are 
pleased to extend our efforts to both  Australia and Thailand.
In  2001,  Bailìff  Roberto Volpe and four other OSJ mem-
bers were decorated with the NATO Medal for the constant 
humanitarian work in Kosovo during the military operations 
in that country. This award was as a result of a nomination 
from the  Joint Guardian (K-FOR)  known generally as the 
‘Coalition of the Willing’. As a result of the war in Kosovo 
the Priory of Italy  donated  three trucks of food, medicines, 
clothing and money.
In cooperation with  the Italian Army, the Priory of Italy also 
conducted seven humanitarian missions to Afghanistan  between 2003 -2010, helping to build two medical (Piedmont 
and Belluno) clinics in Kabul and a civil hospital to Chahar Asyab.  Our contribution also involved digging an artesian 
well to provide  potable water and the construction of a school. (continued over)  
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Afghanistan Cameroon Romania
For these and other contributions (clothing, medicinal and commodities of comfort) the Priory of Italy was decorated 
with the Loya Jirga Medal from the Afghanistani Government.
In India  between 2003 -2006 the Italian OSJ members gave  help to the survivors of the tsunami with donations in the 
form of  money which helped build an aqueduct and a school in the village of Joharapuram.
In Eastern Europe, Italian OSJ Dames and Knights have given two dental scholarships, medicines, food and clothing. 
In Poland two schoolbuses, one dental scholarship, clothing and medicines.- In Romania, five heavy (TIR) trucks of 
humanitarian aid  including medicines  for the  sick  children of Kiev who were stricken by cancer after the explosion 
of the atomic power station in Chernobyl.
In Africa the Italian Priory has contributed in Cameroon by building a Medical Centre in Bamenda,  - to the House of 
Charity with a school for tailoring in Messamendongo, -  given an ambulance to the hospital of Bafoussam and 12.000 
euros in 2007 to fund the ministry of a parish priest and some sisters to care for seven hundred adults and four hundred 
and sixty children of the villages in the forests.
Other charitable works have led to the realization of a mobile hospital in Morocco for the people of Saharawi with 
a donation of medicines - a dental scholarship - , the construction of an  aqueduct of the city of Blolequin in Ivory 
Coast, and two tons of vitamin rich food to the Mission of Dekemhare in Eritrea during their terrible famine.
Donations in money and humanitarian help have also been distributed at various times to Cape Verde and Burkina-
Faso.  In the first months of this year 500 euros will be given to the Mary Potter Hospice in Australia and 600 euros to 
the Camillian Social Centre, Rayong in Thailand.                                                         
           Bailiff Roberto Volpe

                  Mrs. Pat Venning : Lineage  from the Knights of Malta
During Writer’s Week we had the chance to interview 
Mrs Pat Venning  a long time  resident of Adelaide  
who is of a very special Italian heritage. Her family 
name of Fanelli can be traced back to the eighth cen-
tury and beyond to the Classical  Roman period. With 
the passage of time it is difficult to be entirely accurate 
about one’s heritage but the Fanelli family to which 
Pat belongs are almost certain that they are descended 
from an Italian Count who was elected a Knight of 
Malta in the 17th Century. The Fanelli family lived 
in Romagna and Marche and for several generations 
devoted themselves to the defence of the Holy Roman 
Empire either as members of the Capitari di Ventura 

or as naval captains who fought against the Saracens and the Turks. Several members also took part in the the Bat-
tle of Benevento in support of the Pope’s political party known as the Guelfi.  As a result Count Fanelli was given 
the privilege from Charles of Anjou, to adorn his escutcheon with the Anjou head which is seen in the Fanelli coat 
of arms(above). This feature of the blazon is represented by the red rake in a blue field adorned by three golden lil-
ies. The upper part of the coat of arms is called the Malta Head and is represented  by a white cross on a red field in 
memory of Count Galeazzo Fanelli who was elected to our Order on 29th July 1622. Galeazzo was born in 1592 and 
died in 1656. He was a man of great talent, a good diplomat, a famous cavalry captain  and a man of letters. He was 
continuously sought after by Popes and Kings as an ambassador, a position he held on seventeen occasions. As a Cap-
tain of the Sacred Roman Empire  on 5th September 1629 the King of Hungary reconfirmed for him and his descend-
ants  the title of Sacred Lateran Place  and awarded a perpetual title for him and his descendants of both sexes, the title  
of Imperial Count Paletin. 
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In the township of Stydd in the parish of 
Shirley, which originally formed part of the 
Manor of Yeaveley, was a Preceptory or 
Commandery of the Knights Hospitallers, 
which was usually known as the Preceptory 
of Yeaveley, though the alias of Stydd was 
sometimes substituted or added.

It was during the reign of Richard I (1189) 
that Ralph Foun gave a hermitage at Yeaveley 
with lands, waters, woods, mills, and other 
appurtenances to the Hospitallers. This gift 
was subject to two conditions: firstly that 
Robert son of Richard, the then tenant of the 
hermitage, should hold it for his life and act 
as the steward (procurator) of the estate, and 
secondly that the Hospitallers of Yeaveley 
would receive the donor, clad in the habit 
of their Order, whenever he wished, either 
in sickness or in health.  In 1251 Henry III 
granted the Hospitallers free warren over the 
Manor of Yeaveley. 

William Meynell was a considerable 
benefactor of this Preceptory, which was 
conjointly dedicated to St. Mary and St. John 
the Baptist, in the year 1268. Among other 
benefactors were Oliver Foun and William 
Montgomery who gave lands at Yeaveley; 
Margery de Carun, lands and tenements at 
Longford; Robert de Bakepuze, the church 
of Barrow-on-Trent and lands there; and 
Ascuit Musard, half the church of Staveley, 
subsequently rendered more valuable by the 
gift to that moiety, by Walter Abitot, of 22 
acres of land with common rights at Barlow.  
On the suppression of the Knights Templars 
the Hospitallers acquired the lands which had 
been held by that Order in Normanton near 
Chesterfield. 

They also had some property at Compton, 
which really formed part of the town of 
Ashbourne, though separated from it by 
the Schole brook. In 1276 there were grave 
complaints made against the Yeaveley 
Hospitallers by the townsmen of Ashbourne, 
because they extended their protection and 
privileges to all comers, and so increased the 
number of their own tenants at the expense of 

the Royal Borough, and as these privileges 
included  freedom from toll and bridge 
dues.  The King was a considerable loser 
by their action. Also the masters of the 
hospital had   appropriated the right of 
stamping, and thereby certifying as correct, 
the gallon and bushel measures which had 
always before been brought to the town 
officers for examination; and besides this 
they allowed their tenants to sell bread and 
beer by false weight and measure, and also 
they had erected a public bakery to bake 
bread for sale, and otherwise interfered 
with monopolies claimed by the Royal 
Borough of Ashbourne. 

A similar case of interference with the 
course of Royal Justice occurred in 1330 
when William Brix, a Brother of the Order 
and keeper of the manor of Barrow, caused 
the doors of the manor house to be shut in 
the face of the Sheriff’s Officer when he 
came to take the assize of weights. 

In the full account of the Order in this 
county drawn up by Philip Thame, Grand 
Prior of England in 1338, and presented 
to the Grand Master, Elyon de Villanova, 
the gross income of Yeaveley is returned 
at £95 6s. and the expenditure at £63 6s., 
leaving the handsome balance of £32 for 
the general treasury. This was before the 
annexation of Barrow to the Preceptory; 
Barrow was at that time one of the smaller 
estates, termed camerae, which were either 
administered by Bailiffs or farmed out. 

The camera of Barrow was under a 
Bailiff, and its gross income was £36 7s., 
a balance of £23 6s. 8d. being handed to 
the treasury. One of the chief duties of 
the various Preceptories, second only in 
importance to the supplying of general 
funds for the militant work of the Order, 
was that of hospitality. This obligation was 
for the most part faithfully discharged. In 
fact Commanderies must have partaken 
very much of the character of the houses 
of public entertainment, where both rich 
and poor might feel certain of a hospitable 

reception and a liberal entertainment 
for man and beast. 

The Preceptory of Yeaveley consumed 
in that year, chiefly in hospitality, 72 
quarters of wheat and 84 quarters of 
barley, and £10 worth of flesh, fish, 
and other necessities of the table. The 
horses of the preceptor and of guests 
consumed 120 quarters of oats during 
a like period. The expenditure on the 
repairs of their buildings in 1338 was 
40s., and 6s. 8d. was spent on wine, 
wax, and oil for their church. The 
establishment consisted of :—Brother 
Henry Baukwell, who was both 
Preceptor and Chaplain, of Brother 
Thomas de Bathelee, of John Brex, a 
Donatus—i.e. a layman who had given 
himself and his goods to the Order and 
was by them supported—as well as 
certain servants. The two Brothers had 
each an allowance of £1 for a gown, 
6s. 8d. for a mantle, and 8s. for other 
expenses. The clothes and stipends 
of the domestics, exclusive of the 
cook and porter, cost £4, whilst the 
washerwoman’s bill for the year only 
came to 16d.

When the Valor Ecclesiasticus of 
1535 was drawn up Sir Ambrose 
Cove was the Preceptor of Yeaveley 
and Barrow. He is described as 
personally occupying the manor - 
house of ‘Yeveley Stydde’ and the 
adjacent lands, which are returned as 
of no value beyond the sustentation 
of hospitality, the distribution of alms 
to the poor who came there, and the 
support of a Chaplain to administer 
the sacraments and sacramentals to 
all comers, and to celebrate mass for 
departed benefactors. In 1543 the 
confiscated property of the preceptory 
was granted by Henry VIII to Charles 
Lord Mountjoy. 

This article comes courtesy of 
BRITISH HISTORY ON LINE-

              THE  KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER OF                           STYDD IN DERBYSHIRE, ENGLAND
     Introduction

Some explanation is required to understand the role a Priory, such as 
this,  played in rural England, prior to Henry VIII’s accession to the 
Throne and his  Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries and 
throughout the Crusades, the Order wielded considerable power in 
local communities which sometimes came into direct conflict with 
the monarchy. Such was the case at Stydd where besides ministering 
hospitality to Knights of the Realm and and to the poor and needy 
of the rural communuty, the Order had  control of rural tenancies, 
road and bridge tolls and the certification of weights and measures.  Priory Font Stydd Hall
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                                                Mon Mar 19  12noon        Regular meeting (Partners)    NMAF Club
    Mon Apr 16  12noon       Regular meeting                     NMAF Club
    Sun Apr 22     12noon        Charity Luncheon                  Glenelg Golf Club    
                                                Mon May 21  12noon        Regular meeting (Partners)     NMAF Club
                                                Fri Jun 15       6pm              Investiture                               Christ Church    
                                                Fri Jun 15       7.15pm       Investiture Banquet                 Adelaide Pavilion                                       
                                                Sat Jun 16      11.00am          Chapter Meeting                      Christ Church 
    Mon Jul 16     12noon      Regular meeting (Partners)      NMAF Club
    Mon Aug 20   12noon      Regular meeting                       NMAF Club
    Sat Sep 8         6.30pm          Siege of Malta Cocktail Party  Intercontinental
    Mon Sep 17     12noon      Regular meeting (Partners)      NMAF Club
    Mon Oct 15     12noon     Regular meeting                       NMAF Club
    Mon Nov 19 12noon Regular meeting(Partners)   NMAF Club
    Fri Dec7th 7.00pm Christmas Dinner                      Intercontinental

  
   Programme
        2012  

Extract from the Mary 
Potter Hospice 

Newsletter

Knight’s Outstanding  
Support
We have been very fortu-
nate to have loyal support 
from the Order of St John 
of Jerusalem Knights Hos-
pitaller since 1993. The Or-
der has a rich history dating 
back to 1048 when founder, 
Brother Gerard, established 
a hospital to tend to the
needs of the Christian pil-
grims who came to visit the 
Holy Land. Today, the South 
Australian Priory maintains 
the tradition of caring for the 
sick through their support for 
the Mary Potter Hospice. At 
the Order’s Christmas din-
ner, we were humbled again 
by their outstanding com-
mitment to patient and fam-
ily care through their very 
generous gift of $29,965. We 
sincerely thank this wonder-
ful group of philanthrop-
ic and caring individuals.

The Langue Banners of 
1565
Italy

In the 15th Century, the states 
in the north of Italy were 
amongst the wealthiest in 
Europe. At the time of the 
4th Crusade, the Papacy had 
relocated to Avignon. Rome, 
Central and Southern Italy, 
once the heartland of the 
Roman Empire, were largely 
in ruins. Consequently the 
Papal States were loosely 
administered with little law 
and order. Naples, Sicily and 
Sardinia were under foreign 
domination and the ports of 
Pisa, Genoa and Venice pro-
vided the main trade routes 
through the Levant. Other 
city/states were Milan, Flor-
ence, Sienna, Genoa and Ven-
ice.  Consequently, by 1565 
when Malta was besieged by 
the Ottomans, the banner of 
‘Italy’ was used to describe 
the general area, although 
most of the population would 
never have heard of the name. 
The Leader of the tongue of 
Italy represented all of these 
States, which were aligned be-
cause of a common language. 
He was given the posting and 
title of Grand Admiral. The 
title appeared at the end of 
the 13th century when the   

Order was an emerging naval 
power. The Admiral was in 
command of the fleet and 
had absolute power over the 
ships and their crews, except 
when the Grand Master was 
present.  


