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The skyline is dominated by the dome of the  Carmelite Church in Valetta and in the foreground you can 
see the distinctive spire of St Paul’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral.  Given the dominance of protestantism in 
our short South Australian history, we sometimes forget that the order of St John, Knight’s Hospitaller 
was a Roman Catholic Order  predating Henry VIII by almost 500 years. As a result and quite naturally 
so, Malta was, and still is  largely a Roman Catholic community. 

However, in this image we see the very first Anglican church to be built in Malta and it was our own 
Queen Adelaide who was responsible for  its construction.  At about the time that many of our forebears 
were arriving  in South Australia  from Britain and Germany,  Queen Adelaide, the widow of William 
IV, was spending  the winter of 1838/39 in Malta.  She was dismayed to find no proper Anglican Church 
there.  Apparently British authorities had resisted previous suggestions to build in Malta , ostensibly 
on the grounds of expense, but partly out of consideration for the Roman Catholic Maltese population.  
Anglican services were held in a room of the Grand Master’s Palace but it could only accommodate the 
principal Engish families of the time.  The vast majority of English residents were thought to be therefore 
spiritually neglected.

Queen Adelaide’s offer to pay for a church (nearly £20,000 at the time) overcame all objections. The Brit-
ish Government provided a site, on the spot where the Auberge d’Allemagne - the conventual home of the 
German Knights Hospitaller had stood. Queen Adelaide laid the foundation stone on 20th March 1839 
and her Banner still hangs majestically above the choir stalls today. The original building proved unstable, 
probably because of the ravages of repeated assault from offshore and work started again in 1841 under 
new designs by William Scamp.  He had been previously employed for some years as Clerk of Works to 
Sir James Wyattville on the remodeling of Windsor Castle. 

The Dedication of the Church to St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, was a reminder of the first Christian 
missionary to Malta, when he was shipwrecked on the Island in AD 59/60. Scamp’s plan envisaged the 
High Altar at the West end and four side doors, giving the additional benefit of a cooling breeze during 
the hot summer months. The Bishop of Gibraltar insisted on a more orthodox layout with the altar to 
the east, so Scamp contrived an apse inside the great doors to hold the sanctuary. Scamp’s rather severe 
interior with its pillars and fluted engaged pilasters topped by Corinthian capitols supporting a cornice 
are architecturally in harmony with Malta. However, it must be said that St Pauls is rather plain compared 
with the opulence of the Valetta Cathedral of our Order of St John. 
          Chev. Jeff Nicholas KGSJ

 Editor’s Comments
The photograph on our front cover  this time comes to us courtesy  
of Varmano Foto, a photographic business  based in Le’on, Spain. It 
is a view of Valetta, the capital of  Malta and the home  of our Order 
since 1522/3 when the Hospitallers had to flee from Rhodes. The 
view from the ocean encompasses the precinct of the Valetta Cathe-
dral which is the Pro-Cathedral of St John and our religious home 
in the 21st century.

Pastor Smith of the local church and Pastor Jones from the church across the road were seen pounding a 
sign into the ground which read THE END IS NEAR! TURN YOURSELF AROUND NOW BEFORE 
IT IS TOO LATE!  As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out of his window and yells ‘leave people 
alone you religious nuts!’  Seconds later from the curve in the road they hear screeching tyres and a big 
splash. Shaking his head  Rev. Smith says ‘that is the third one this morning.’  ‘Yes!’ says Pastor Jones 
agreeing. ‘Do you think maybe the sign should just say, ‘BRIDGE OUT?’

The Last Laugh
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 I write this in Melbourne  on 
Saturday 23 June 2012 where 
I am attending  the Investiture 
of three Donats into the Priory 
of Victoria at the invitation of 
Prior Peter Wiltshire .  Here in 
Victoria the Investiture Service 
is being  held late morning after 
the Chapter Meeting.  Today the 
Service is at the Catholic Newman 
College Chapel, University of 
Melbourne.  A morning service has 
the advantage that the Banquet  to 
follow is held in daylight hours. 

The Banquet was held at the 
Boulevard Reception Centre in 
Kew, approximately 90 attending.  
This was a similar programme  
to that in Adelaide  with three 
promotions anounced and  three 
newly invested introduced - a very 
happy event.  A major difference 
compared with South Australia was 
the large attendance of members 
of the Commandery of  Geelong 
-  a very strong group, who are 
the major force in Victoria.  The 
Editor of  the Victorian Newsletter, 
is a member of the Geelong 
Commandery as are several 
members of the Grand Priory of 
Australasia.   While on the subject 

of differences, members of the 
South Australian Priory are used 
to the fact that we support one 
major charity, the Mary Potter 
Hospice.  In  contrast Victoria 
supports many smaller ones.

Also attending the Investiture and 
associated events  in Melbourne 
was the newly appointed  
Commander of the Tasmanian 
Commandery, Chevalier Edwin 
Gauden.  Commander  Gauden is 
based near Hobart .  Commander 
Barry Abley of Geelong was also 
in attendance.

On other matters which affect 
our Priory I have the sad 
announcement to make that our 
own Commandery in  Perth, 
Western Australia,  has been 
disbanded at the request of 
its members and with the full 
approval of the SA Priory 
Administrative Council.  The 
good news is that all seven 
members of the former 
Commandery of Perth  have  
opted to remain members of the 
South Australian Priory.

Finally, our own Investiture and 
associated Banquet went off very 
well  on June 15, 2012.  I add my 
own very warm welcome to the 
five new Knights and one Dame 
invested at that time.  They are 
ready to “put their shoulder to the 
wheel” and work for the Order 
of St John of Jerusalem, Knights 
Hospitaller in South Australia.

              John Jackson, KJSJ
           Prior of South Australia
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Report by the Prior - South Australia Priory  



  
Norton Jackson was born on 11th April 1919 in South Australia , and 
spent his childhood living in Tusmore Avenue Kensington Park. His 
father was an accomplished musician and sportsman who founded the 
Burnside orchestra which practised in their home. His mother who had 
attended Adelaide School for Girls, the highest level of schooling then 
available for girls, was determined that Norton should receive a good 
education. At one stage in those hard times she made soap from tails 
of chops, which together with eggs she sold along Tusmore avenue to 
help the family budget and keep Norton at school.

After finishing school Norton won a scholarship to the School of 
Mines to study Industrial Chemistry, then after securing a cadetship, 
gained a Fellowship Diploma in Metallurgy and an Associate Diploma 

in Mining. After working as a Research Metallurgist with Mt Morgan Ltd he returned to Adelaide and 
completed a Bachelor of Engineering in Metallurgy and a Diploma of Applied Science.

During the second world war he was employed first in munitions and then on joining the army was trained 
at the Military Engineering School and posted to New Guinea building different types of bridges.
After the war he moved to Fiji with his young wife Jean, working for Emperor Gold Mine for three 
years, returning as Chief Metallurgist for Research and Development in the South Australian Department 
of Mines. During this time it was decided by the Playford Government to mine Radium Hill in SA and 
extract uranium for electricity generation. Norton developed a method of extracting the uranium and built 
and started up an extraction plant. After ten years he was offered a position in Australia with American 
Cyanamid, one of the biggest agricultural and industrial chemical groups in the world. 

Based in Melbourne he gave technical advice to the mining industry in the Far East and Oceania. 
While there Norton began his Master of Engineering degree. He was  based in Hong Kong  and then 
America where he managed to complete his Masters degree from Melbourne University. With increasing 
responsibility in the company his next posting was in Holland as Managing director Cyanamid B.V. 
responsible for manufacturing plants in Europe, the UK and South Africa. In 1978 he returned to Adelaide 
as Managing Director of the Australian Mineral Development Laboratories where he expanded operations 
four-fold, diversifying into new areas including overseas representation.
In 1987 Norton was awarded an AM for services to the mining industry.

After finishing his contract  with AMDEL he served on the boards of Aberfoyle Ltd, Poseidon Ltd, 
Adelaide Wallaroo Fertilisers Ltd, and LuminisLtd, where he was involved in the establishment of 
Technology Park.He was appointed a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technological Sciences 
and  Engineering in1981.  In recent years he has served on the boards of Muswellbrook Coal and 
Energy, Centrex Metals, Energy Exlporation and been Chairman of SX Holdings, and Norminco.In 
his ”retirement” Norton  had a number of government advisory positions and been involved heavily in 
charitable work. After long service on the Council and committees of the University of South Australia  he 
was made a Fellow of the University in 1999 and in 2006 awarded an Honorary Doctorate.
Norton was perspicacious and innovative, and a loyal, generous friend.
His wife Jean predeceased him. He later married Pat and is survived by her,  his two children, two 
stepchildren, and seven grandchildren.
     Collated by Bailiff  The Hon. Roger Goldsworthy GCSJ

Chevalier Norton Jackson, AM, KGSJ,
D Univ, ME(Melb.)BE(Adel.),
DipAppSc,FTSE.

VALE
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  -  
WARREN Bonython, who has died aged 95, may have been born into the gentry of South 
Australia but it was the land he loved.  He was to become the most renowned walker, 
hiker and modern-day explorer South Australia has known. It was he who, traversing the 
landscape, conceived the Heysen Trail. This trail now, well-mapped and marked, covers 
some 1200km of the State from the south coast to the Flinders - enabling others safely 
to walk in his footsteps. But the former chemical engineer traipsed through some of the 
State’s least hospitable landscapes with a toughness and powerful self-discipline others 
could only admire. His colleague Terry Kreig, who shared with him the venture of being 
one of the first white men to walk right around Lake Eyre, described him as “the toughest 
person I’ve ever met”. Warren also climbed mountains, notably Kilimanjaro at the age of 
75. Warren Bonython, older brother of the late art dealer and jazz promoter Kym Bony-
thon, gained a BSc at Adelaide University before spending many years managing the 
salt fields at Dry Creek and working in research and management of the solar salt indus-
try. With his dedication to and perseverance in bushwalking, he soon became involved 
with the major conservation and heritage bodies of the country. He was SA president 

of the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia South Australian Branch, a Foundation Committee Member of the Australian 
Solar Energy Society, President of the Conservation Council of South Australia and the National Trust. He served on the Austral-
ian Heritage Commission, chaired the Evaluation Panel for Natural Areas in South Australia and was a member of the Uranium 
Advisory Council. In 1980 he was made an Officer of the Order of Australia in recognition of service to conservation.He was 
author of a number of books including Walking the Flinders Rangers and Walking the Simpson Desert. His most recent book was 
The History of the Heysen Trail.  Chevalier Warren Bonython’s grandfather was Sir John Langdon Bonython, a politician, phi-
lanthropist and founder of The Advertiser. His father, John Lavington Bonython, was influential in newspaper management and 
became Mayor of Adelaide. Warren Bonython is survived by his wife Bunty, three children and six grand and great-grandchildren
       Courtesy of the ‘Adelaide Now’ Website.

Chevalier  Charles Warren Bonython 
AO, KGSJ, BSc (Adel.), 
FRACI, FRGS, FRGSSA

VALE  
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Glenelg Golf Club
 Luncheon  2012

Maggie Beer
 in conversation with
 Jeremy Cordeaux



   
   

St John Investiture  June 2012

             SERVICE OF INVESTITURE AND CELEBRATION BANQUET

The two pivotal events in our Priory’s year were held on Friday 15 June, close to the birthday of 
St John the Baptist, at our Conventual Church, Christ Church North Adelaide, and at the Adelaide 
Pavilion.

The weather was fine - the entry dramatic.  After a trumpet fanfare piper Chevalier John Oswald led 
the procession to the stirring strains of “Highland Cathedral”.  Bearers of the Cross, of the rectified 
gonfalons, and of the Church banner  took their assigned places, as did other members of the Order 
and the Donats.  Perhaps the first hymn, with John Milton’s words, was unfamiliar to some; but the 
volume of sound from the Chancel suggested that such was not the case in that quarter.

The lessons were read by  Prior John Jackson and his predecessor, Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy. The 
Reverend  Lyndon Sulzberger’s homily reflected on the lives of St John the Baptist and Brother 
Gerard, and on the significance of the Cross of the Order’s four arms and eight points.  He and our 
Prelate, the Venerable Archdeacon John Collas conducted the significant and enjoyable service in 
tandem.
 
The focus, however, was on the Investiture.  After the Donats had taken their vows the Grand Prior, 
Royce Pepin, dubbed our new Dame and five new Chevaliers with the special sword. The Grand 
Prior then offered prayers and thanksgiving for the long and faithful service of our former Prior and 
Grand Prior, Bailiff Vic Techritz.The piper then led the Recession, members of the Order followed, 
and the Priests brought up the rear. 
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At the Dinner  Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas was a witty and well organised MC. The food was up 
to the good standard that we have learnt to expect from the venue and the price has remained 
remarkably reasonable for three courses plus wine.  Grace (and more wit), Toasts, responses, 
words of welcome to our guests, and presentations proceeded fairly seamlessly as the evening 
progressed.

Of particular interest, and 
as a remarkable precedent, 
dinner guests heard and 
saw on screen an address 
of welcome from our 
Lieutenant Grand Master, 
OSJ Malta, His Excellency 
Bailiff Michel Bohe. 
Although English is not his 
first language his speech 
was  most impressive and 
charming. 

Because of the pressure of 
time and the larger number of 
new members  than is usual  
there was insufficient time to 
introduce them individually. 
This was a pity and so too 
was  the fact that the Order 
appears to have dropped the 
degrees, ranks etc. from the 
summaries printed in the 
menu. Happily the evening 
concluded on time. 

Chev.  Robert Black KGSJ

Investiture Dinner 2012
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Chapter Meeting
2012

Investiture 2012



CHEVALIER DR 
GORDON ORMANDY 
KSJ

 Chevalier Gordon Ormondy graduated MBBS from the Sydney University 
Medical School in 1955 and  became a fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in England in 1960. On returning to Australia in 1963 he took a 
position as Senior Surgeon at Broken Hill Base Hospital between 1964-1974 
before commencing practice in Adelaide in January 1975. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.    In 1971 he  volunteered from 
the  Army Reserve for service as surgeon at One Australian Field Hospital, 
Vung Tau, in Vietnam.  He joined Legacy on his return.Thereafter he served 
on the Board of the Western District Hospital Adelaide for ten years and was 
Chairman for four years.  He also served on the early Board of the Mary 
Potter Hospice Foundation. As a legatee he currently serves on the Pension’s 
sub-committee and is Chairman of the Legacy Fundraising Race Day Appeal. 
which stems from a decade of  earlier involvement as  President of the 
Broken Hill and St Patricks Race Club. He was elected to the Board of the 
SA Jockey Club in 1977. He and his wife Joy have four children and  eleven 
grandchildren.

 

CHEVALIER
DOUGLAS STOTT KSJ

Douglas Stott was born  in Adelaide in 1936. He was educated at St Peter’s 
College, Adelaide University, Cambridge University and The University of 
New England. He taught Chemistry at St Peter’s College and Pangbourne 
College (UK). He later became Deputy Principal of The Geelong College and 
eventually Head of St Peter’s Girls’ School - a position he held for twenty 
years. Following retirement from  involvement with schools he served as a 
member of the Medical Conduct Tribunal, the Residential Tenancies Tribunal, 
the Boards of the SA Museum and  Repatriation Hospital and the SA Palliative 
Council. His involvement with the Anglican Church has included service as a 
member of parish councils, the Synod and the Diocesan Council. He has been 
a church chorister for most of his life. He is married to Adrienne and they have 
five daughters and thirteen grandchildren.

 

Born in Adelaide in 1944 and educated at St Peter’s College, Baden graduated 
BSc in physics, maths and psychology and BA Honours in history at Adelaide 
before going on to a PhD in philosophy at Cambridge. For six years Baden 
taught history and philosophy of science at the University of Adelaide where he  
was also the Officer responsible for Student Services and President of the Thea-
tre Guild. In 1977 Baden was elected Senator for South Australia and served in 
the Australian Parliament for eighteen years: six as Chairman of the Coalition 
Policy Committee on Education, six as Chairman on Immigration and Multicul-
tural Affairs, and six as Chairman on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade.
Since 1996 Baden has been a farmer, writer and consultant at Inman Valley, 
Council member at the University of Adelaide, member of the Anglican Synod, 
a Governor of St Peter’s College, Chairman of the International College of Ho-
tel Management, Convenor and Patron of the Australian Republican Movement, 
and People’s Warden of St Peter’s Cathedral. Baden is married to Kathy and 
they have three sons and six grandchildren.

CHEVALIER DR 
BADEN TEAGUE KSJ

OUR NEW KNIGHTS AND DAME 
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CHEVALIER
FRANCIS CREAGH 
O’CONNOR KSJ

Born in 1937, Creagh is a Fellow of the Institute of Company Directors and a 
Fellow of the Institute of Management.  He has spent over 35 years in the En-
gineering & Construction Industry in Australia, USA and the Middle East.  He 
has served as a Director of Calvary Hospital and  Chairman of ACHA Health 
which includes Ashford, Flinders Private,  and Memorial Hospitals.  He was 
Deputy Chairman of the Flinders Medical Centre Research Foundation.  He 
was a Director of the South Australian Cricket Association for 20 years and 
for 11 years Director for Cricket Australia and Chairman from 2005-2008.  He 
represented Australia on the Board of the International Cricket Council.  In 
2009 he was a recipient of the Centenary Medal from the International Cricket 
Council in recognition of outstanding service to cricket. He is an Honor-
ary Life Member of SACA  (2009) and an Honorary Life Member of MCC 
(Lords) 2008.  In 1977 he was a recipient of the Queens Jubilee Medal and 
in 1989 he was made an Honorary Citizen of Dallas, Texas, USA. He is cur-
rently Chairman of the City of Adelaide Clipper Preservation Trust, Chairman 
of O’Connors, Chairman of Broken Hill Prospecting Ltd and a Director of 
the Adelaide Oval Stadium Management Authority.Creagh O’Connor has five 
children.

 

Colonel Raymond Stanley retired from St Peter’s College in 1992 after 33 
years at the school where he was at various times housemaster, officer com-
manding cadets, head of chemistry, assistant to the headmaster, deputy head-
master and acting headmaster.He joined the Citizen Military Forces in 1950 
and was appointed commanding officer 3/9 South Australian Mounted Rifles 
in 1964.  Promoted to Colonel in 1971 he commanded 4th Training Group 
and then became assistant commander 4th Field Force Group. He was also an 
honorary ADC to the Governor-General, Sir John Kerr. In 1968 he was made 
an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire and in 2004 a 
Member of the Order of Australia for services to Chemistry education and 
the Defence Reserves. He is a Fellow of the Australian College of Educators, 
FACE, and a Fellow of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute, FRACI.  He 
is past member of the University of Adelaide’s Science Advisory Board and  
on the board of the Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Ella Tyler trained as a Registered Nurse at St George’s Hospital, London 
and as a Midwife in Cambridge UK.  She was Sister-in-charge of the new 
Cardiothoracic Unit at St Georges for 3 years before following Mike to 
Australia, where they were married in 1962. After settling in Adelaide Ella 
became the Occupational Health Nurse at the University of Adelaide. During 
this period she studied part time for a B.Ed. and a Grad. Dip. in Health 
Education. She was Manager of Health & Safety for the Australian Red Cross 
Society for 20 years, and also First Aid Advisor to the National Red Cross in 
Melbourne.  Ella was active in the St John Ambulance Brigade in SA for 10 
years and then served 6 years as Staff Officer to the Chief Surgeon of Australia 
until 1990. She was a member of the National Australian Resuscitation 
Council for 14 years, serving as Deputy Chair and Chair of their Basic Life 
Support Committee.  She is still Secretary of the SA Branch of the ARC. Ella 
has written 28 first aid textbooks for Australia, UK, & New Zealand and is still 
involved in nurse education. 

DAME ELLA TYLER DSJ

 

CHEVALIER RAYMOND 
JOHN STANLEY AM 
OBE KSJ
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    Mon Jul 16     12noon      Regular meeting (Partners)      NMAF Club
    Mon Aug 20   12noon      Regular meeting                       NMAF Club
    Sat Sep 8         5.30pm          Siege of Malta Cocktail Party  Intercontinental
    Mon Sep 17     12noon      Regular meeting (Partners)      NMAF Club
    Mon Oct 15     12noon     Regular meeting                       NMAF Club
    Mon Nov 19 12noon Regular meeting(Partners)   NMAF Club
    Fri Dec7th 7.00pm Christmas Dinner                      Intercontinental

  
   Programme
        2012  

Extract from the Mary 
Potter Hospice 

Newsletter

It’s been nine months since 
Rosemary Wanganeen com-
menced working on the 
Mary Potter Hospice Abo-
riginal Palliative Care Project 
and we are pleased to provide 
an overview of the project to 
date.  When Rosemary com-
menced her role she was 
aware that creating a truly 
safe palliative care option for 
the aboriginal community 
was of great importance to 
our Hospice.  By attending 
the weekly multidisciplinary 
meetings Rosemary gained 
the trust and confidence 
that any patient who comes 
into the hospice will be dis-
cussed with respect. How-
ever,  Rosemary knew that 
it would take some time for 
the aboriginal community to 
feel confident about enter-
ing our mainstream services. 
While Rosemary has learned

a great deal about the hospice 
and its services, she has also 
provided a wealth of infor-
mation to healthcare profes-
sionals within the palliative 
care industry. Rosemary  has 
attended Journal Club meet-
ings with hospice nurses and 
was able to give her first cul-
tural awareness presentation 
entitled ‘Creating a Culturally 
Safe Service.’ at one of those 
meetings.  The feedback from 
participants was very positive 
and all agreed that the session 
was very informative and 
would influence their future 
practices. While the project’s 
initial aim was to position 
the Mary Potte Hospice as a 
care option for the aboriginal 
community, we realise that 
Rosemary is driving a broad-
er discussion across the sec-
tor raising awareness of the 
limitations and gaps which 
exist. All of which we hope 
will lead to better outcomes 
for the Aboriginal communi-
ty no matter where they are.

                          
           

            The Langue Banners  of 1565  -            Aragon
The Draper was the leader of the Tongue of  Aragon. He at-
tended to the dress of the members of the Order and was re-
sponsible for the workshops in which garments were produced 
and stored.  Aragon extended  over the north- eastern peninsula 
on the Mediterranean coast. It later joined with Castille to be-
come present day Spain and was responsible by this union to de-
liver the death blow to Moorish domination in Europe. This ti-
tle of Draper evolved into our present day title of Grand Herald

St John 
the BaptiSt

 a window in
 ChriSt ChurCh, 

Yankalilla



