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In this edition we feature two important articles. The 
first is a brief account by Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy  of  
the history of the Order in Malta and how the Knights 
fought so valiantly to defend the island. This item is 
bordered by some of the photos taken by Chevalier 
Jeremy Cordeax at the Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 
held in September at the Hotel Continental. Thank you 
Jeremy! The second  is from our friends Bodil and 
Peter Gabrielsen in Denmark, who reveal the continu-
ing expansion of the Order in the small country of 
Montenegro. In this article we were pleased to see that 
our Grand Commander Paul Borg made the special trip 
to Montenegro to conduct the Investitures. It is to be 
hoped that one day both the Grand Commander and 
the Lieutenant Grand Master will both come to visit  us 
here in Australia. 

The stained glass image on the back cover comes from 
a photograph I took in the township of Ashburton in 
Devon, England. This rural village is not too distant 
from  the coastal townships of Torquay and Dawlish, 
where George Fife Angas resided until 1849  before 
coming to South Australia. It was from small chapels 
like this  that he encouraged prospective colonists to 
venture to the new world.   This township was also the 
centre of the Ashburton electorate whose local member 
during the Reform Parliament of 1832 was Colonel 
Robert Torrens, after whom the River Torrens is named 
in Adelaide. He was the Chairman of the South Austral-
ian Commission in 1836.  

Today, the stained glass image of the infant Christ being 
paid tribute by  three wise men,  adorns  the back wall 
of a converted chapel which is currently being used 
as an antique shop. In a former life this building was 
a chapel for religious dissidents, some of whom were 
ejected from local Anglican Parishes. A marble tablet 
reconstructed above attests to the strength of feeling 
among the congregation on the issue of dissent and the 
right to congregate.   This was their place of refuge 
after they broke with the local Anglican Parishes and 
incurred the wrath of the local priesthood. The anger 
engendered by this breakaway congregation can be seen 
very clearly in the tablet illustrated, which is also on the 
wall of this chapel. What is most surprising is the de

tailed work in the stained glass depiction.  It is so remi-
niscent of some of the Italian Renaissance craftsmen-
ship which is reasonably common throughout Devon. It 
is very likely that this window had a former life in one 
of the many religious buildings of the Church of Rome  
dotted throughout the South West Counties of England 
and Wales before Henry VIII and his men took to the 
monasteries, and priories with torches and axes.  
    
                                                     Dr Jeff Nicholas KJSJ
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 Editor’s Comments “Of whom the world was not worthy”

This stone is raised 
to preserve the Memory of the 

Rev. John Norsworthy MA
Ejected from the Parish Church of Manaton

in this County
who in the year 1665

Gathered a Christian Church in this place
and after great persecution

entered into his rest 19th November 1677
Aged 65 years

Also the Rev. William Pearse
Ejected from the Parish Church of Dunsford

in this County
who after faithfully preaching the gospel here

died 17th March 1690, Aged 65 Years
His remains rest in the Church Yard 

of this Parish
“They had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, 

yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonments.”
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To all members of the
  

‘memor nostrum decessor’

We recently celebrated the most 
important day in the history of our 
Order, when 700 fearless Knights 
literally changed the history of 
the Western world. The brilliant 
preplanning and foresight of Grand 
Master la Vallette enabled a small force 
of absolutely dedicated Christians 
with their medical and public health 
knowledge, to rout the elite of the most 
powerful army in the known world.
  I am sure they also remembered 
their predecessors, in fighting 
for their Faith and their Order.
  
The vows that we have taken on 
entering the Order today are similar 
to those of our predecessors in 
the Middle Ages. Thank goodness 
nowadays however, we do not have 
to swear to poverty and chastity!
  During the Crusades and even in 1565, 
during the Great Siege, members of our 
Order of Hospitallers were known as 
‘fighting monks’. This was not actually 
correct as their main task through the 
centuries, was to look after the health 
and well-being of the disadvantaged 
pilgrims, and members of the local 
populace, by building hospitals 
and libraries and extending their 
knowledge of economics, medicine, 
public health, and methods of warfare.

   
Today we have the same aim, that 
is to follow our motto ‘Pro Fide Pro 
Utilitate Hominum’ and although we 
don’t achieve our aims in a similar 
fashion, we do have clerics, returned 
Service personnel, medically and 
pharmaceutically trained members, 
as well as many leaders of industry, 
politics, commerce, and education.
Therefore in a less obvious way 
we are still able to achieve.
   
I am pleased to state that in the 
South Australian Priory we have 
38 members who are participating 
actively to help achieve our aim. We 
are establishing a website ( brilliantly 
led by Chevalier Henry d’Assumpção 
whose experience actually covers 
most of the aspects mentioned above.)
  
The website we are producing is 
actually a paradigm, that is an ongoing, 
living, history of the Priory since it 
was established as a Commandery 
in South Australia in 1985.
The website will be private and 
secure and for members of the South 
Australian Priory only. All members 
will have their own password.
  
When you see the first draft of this 
document, you will notice that there 
are many gaps. Should you feel that 
there are items which are incorrect 
or should not be shown, please let 
a member of the Web Group know.
  In particular however,  I am sure 
many of you know details of our 
past history which, should and must, 
be included in this living history. 
If this is so, please let me or one of 
the website group know, because 
we must ’memor nostrum decessor’

Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum
Col. Dr. Brenton Mollison KJSJ
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Acknowledgement & Thanks!   
This newsletter has been printed 
by Lane Print at no cost to the 
Priory.We sincerely thank Cheva-
lier Peter Lane for his generosity. 

Report by the Prior - South Australia Priory  
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On Saturday the 28th of September 2013, seven Knights and 
two Dames were received into the Order of St John as part of 
an initiative to form a new Commandery in Montenegro.  The 
background to this is fascinating. Vaso and Hans Melgaard have 
been friends since 1986 and both knew the Montenegrinian 
Archbishop Mihailo. In September 2012 the three of them met 
in Vaso’s restaurant in the City of Budva, and the idea of form-
ing a Commandery was conceived.  The Archbishop knew many 
influential people, including  Bozidar Nikolic, who is President 
for the Academy of Science and Art, enabling them to bring to-
gether  a number of interested people, who were informed about  
the Order and what it stands for.  It was made clear that they 
could be invited to join the Order. 

Montenegro became an independent state detached nationally 
and politically from Serbia in 2006. However,  this independ-
ence did not apply to church matters and Serbia is still claiming  
clerical sovereignty and  has  hung on to most of the churches.  
Archbishop Mihailo, however, continues to act independently 
and this meant it was   difficult to find a church building for the 
Investiture. Fortunately we were successful, although it meant 
that Hans Melgaard had to go to Montenegro ahead of time on 
the 22nd of September in order to facilitate the event.

A  beautiful small church high up in the mountains was se-
cured enabling the Investiture to take place on the Saturday 
at 11 o’clock a.m. The service was introduced by an Orthodox 
ceremony celebrated by the Archbishop and the Priest Bojan 
Bojovic. Nine were invested including Priest Bojovic in a beauti-
ful and worthy manner.  Grand Commander Paul Borg, Hans 
Melgaard, Lene and ourselves  represented the Order, which 
meant that we each participated in the various ceremonies. 
Grand Commander Borg conducted the accolade with a local 
sword possessing a rare Toledo blade. According to the rules 
the Priest did not receive the accolade. Hands were laid on him 
instead. 

After the traditional photo session everybody gathered at a 
beautifully situated restaurant  high up in the mountains where 
we had a very fine and tasty dinner. President for the Montene-
grin Fund for Solidarity Housing Development, Danilo Popovic,  
spoke on behalf of the new investees and presented GC Paul 
Borg with a very beautiful copy of the famous icon representing 
the Holy Virgin Mary, which according to tradition was painted 
by the Evangelist Lucas.
Grand Commander  Borg spoke and thanked us for the present 
which will be placed in the Order’s Headquarters in Valletta. He  
encouraged the newly invested to keep the faith and to remain 
supportive of each other adding that  both he and the Petit 

  

    THE FAIRY TALE               IN MONTENEGRO
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 Conseil were always there if they needed support.  Archbishop 
Mihailo also spoke underlining the fact that Christ is the head 
of all Christian Churches.  No  church has a mononoply on him 
and it was commendable and a joyous fact that the Order is 
truly ecumenical and has members and priests from all impor-
tant Christian denominations.

After the dinner we accompanied Vaso  to the  nearby  City of 
Cetinje, the old capital of Montenegro. Here we entered a large 
monastery to view the relics of St. John the Baptist’s right hand 
which is  preserved together with a splinter of the Holy Cross. 
Thereafter we walked to the nearby  National Museum, where 
the iconic object pictured is kept in a special room. In one 
afternoon we were privileged to view the  three most impor-
tant relics, which the Order brought with it to Europe in 1798. 
The icon was especially breathtaking as it  has its own fantastic 
history, most of which we knew beforehand. It has been in the 
Order’s possession since the stay in Cyprus, where it was found 
in 1306 and brought along all the way from Cyprus to Rhodes 
and from Rhodes to Malta.

In 1798 the knights took it with them to St. Petersburg, where Czar 
Paul I adorned it with a ring of precious jewels, which are still on it. 
After the Russian Revolution in 1917 the Dowager Empress Maria 
Feodorovna, otherwise known to the Danes as Dagmar, brought 
it with her to Crimea and from there to Copenhagen in 1919.
After her death in 1928 it was passed on to the care of the Royal 
House of Karageorjevitj, and under the Second World War it was 
brought into safe custody deep inside a monastery in Montene-
gro before finding a permanent place in the National Museum.

It goes without saying that there is very great significance for the 
Order to have established a Commandery in the country where 
these such important relics of the Order are preserved. The new 
members of the Commandery  are well educated and influential 
people. There are seven knights and two dames, and among them 
the female Minister of Science, Sanja Vlahovic, a Mayor, several 
highly placed academics and some prominent businessmen.  We 
left feeling confident that the Commandery was in good hands. 
Fortunately there was little time left for us to see  this very beautiful 
country with its mountains and coastlines adorned with a multi-
tude of exotic fruits like citrus, pomegranates, kiwi, grapes etc. We 
stayed in the City of Budva which has an Old Town that has been 
totally rebuilt since the  earthquake of 1979. We also saw the me-
dieval City of Kotor. The country is well worth visiting as a tourist.

      Bodil and Peter Gabrielsen
      Chancellor and Bailiff Lt-Grand Commander

      Aros Commandery , Denmark
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After being unsettled in Europe for some years, the Knights 
took posession of Malta in 1530 when the King of Spain granted 
them the island for the nominal annual fee of one Maltese fal-
con. The Hospitallers with their small number of ships con-
tinued to harass Muslim shipping in the Mediterranean. This 
led Suleiman, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire to order an at-
tack on Malta with a large armada carrying 40,000 fighting 
men. Malta’s defenders numbered 700 Knights and 8,000 men. 

Initially the battle did not go well for the Knights as they lost about half 
their number. The Grand Master de la Vallete refused to surrender, 
defences were rebuilt and the invaders held at bay. Eventually a small 
relieving force from Sicily arrived. Meanwhile, many of the invaders 
were diseased, short of provisions, running out of ammunition, and 
their leader Dragut had been killed. They did not know that the re-
lieving force was small.  They withdrew, totally dispirited with many 
of their men dead and dying. It is believed that if Malta had fallen 
to the Muslims their entry into Europe would have been facilitated.

The Knights now turned to protecting Christian shipping in the 
Mediterranean. Some plundered Muslim ships and became wealthy 
on the spoils; some joined the Spanish or French navies. Under the 
control of the Knights a transformation was taking place in Malta. 
It became a prosperous island  with mighty defences, with its capi-
tal city Valletta named to honour the Grand Master whose cour-
age and leadership had saved the island from the Turkish invaders. 

In 1301 the Order had been constituted as seven langues - 
Provence, Auvergne, France, Spain, Italy, England and Germany. 
The Order now had both Roman Catholic and Protestant mem-

Siege of Malta Cocktail Party

THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA
An important part of our history
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bers. Henry VIII of England subsequently confiscated  the Knight’s 
assets and those of the Catholic Church and destroyed many his-
toric churches, monasteries, and buildings. He has been described 
by one writer as the greatest environmental vandal of all time. 
The Knights built great hospitals, churches and public buildings in 
Malta and in the smaller neighbouring island of Gozo (over which 
they had also been granted sovereignty in 1530.) The magnificent 
church of St John the Baptist includes a chapel for each of the eight 
langues. They are richly decorated with statuary and art work. 
Many famous paintings are found in the church and annex includ-
ing Caravaggio’s “the beheading of St John.” The main hospital could 
accommodate 500 patients. The University, where many disciplines 
flourished, had been established and Valletta became a centre for 
culture and the arts. Malta had become great, prosperous and 
well fortified. However, the Knights were not uniformly admired 
in Malta, with many Maltese excluded from the Order, including 
some of noble birth. Despite this ill feeling, the massive achieve-
ments of the Knights during their long reign cannot be denied. 

Malta was lost in 1798 when Napoleon, on his way to Egypt 
demanded entry to the harbour for water and supplies. The 
Grand Master would only allow two ships to enter at the 
same time which would have delayed the expedition, so Na-
poleon attacked and forced the Grand Master to surrender.

The Knights were dispersed, some remained, the  majority 
were offered refuge by Paul 1st of Russia and settled in St Pe-
tersburg. Their rule had come to an abrupt end after 268 years. 
  Collated by Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy 
                                        ( Editorial Committee)

Siege of Malta Cocktail Party

THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA
An important part of our history
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Last August Priory Member Michael Willson toured with the first official Australian Over 70`s cricket team 
to England. Michael has played in the South Australia Over 60`s competition for many years and represent-
ed SA at National Championships including twice as captain. He was appointed vice captain of the touring 
team that played against seven county sides and two Test Matches. Test Matches in this age are 50 over one 
day games. Michael plays as an opening bat and wicket keeper. Australia won three of their County games 
and lost both Test matches, the third was washed out. He captained Australia against the Worcester County 
side and in the County games was only dismissed once. These games have a retiring score of 35 runs. The 
English play far more cricket at this level than the Australians and are much more professional in their ap-
proach. All Australians received full cricket playing gear including the coveted `baggy green` and a player 
number, Michael`s number is 20.  England Over`70`s first toured Australia two years ago and will visit 
again later in 2014 with the opportunity of a Test match in Adelaide 

An Old Warrior                                       At the Crease
                    Chevalier Michael Willson KSJ

“He uses statistics as a drunken man uses  lamp-posts...... for support rather 
   than illumination.”                                      Andrew Lang 1844- 1912

“He has Van Gogh’s ear for music.”                  Billy Wilder

“I have had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasnt it.”                  Groucho Marx

 “Some cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever they go.”  Oscar Wilde

Audience Member: What do you think of the singer’s execution?    Coolidge: I’m all for it.

Clay: I would rather be right than be president.    Reed: The gentleman need not trouble himself. He will 
be neither.
Astor: Winston, if you were my husband, I’d  put poison in your coffee.  Churchill: Nancy, if you were my 
wife, I would drink it.

The Last Laugh
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Jean Parisot  de la Valette  who became Grand 
Master in 1557 was worthy of Li’sle Adam and 
d’Aubusson before him. ‘Entirely French and Gascon,’ 
as he was described by Abbe de Brantome, “he was a 
very handsome man, speaking several languages flu-
ently - including Italian, Spanish, Greek, Arabic and 
Turkish.” 

Born in 1494 he had been twenty eight when he had 
served throughout the last siege of Rhodes.  He was 
twenty when he first joined the Convent and from 
that day until the end of his life he stayed entirely 
devoted to the Order, never, as far as is known 
revisiting his family estates in Toulouse, even when 
the Order was in exile in Nice.  A totally dedicated 
man, a Christian of the old crusader breed he would 
allow no backsliding among his Knights. He  was 
as ardent in his religious practices as he was upon 
the field of battle. He had for a time been Admiral 
of the Order’s fleet. This was a distinction in itself, 
since most Admirals came from the Langue of 
Italy – something which had been among the terms 
required by Charles V when he had granted Malta to 
the Knights. For a whole year La Valette had served 
as a galley slave, after the Order’s galley in which he 
was serving had been captured by a Turkish corsair 
(it was a myth that the knights were always success-
ful in their actions against the Turks.)
Enslavement was a fate that often befell men in the 
Mediterranean in those days - the wheel  came full 
circle and the  victor became vanquished  and   vice 
a  versa within a matter of hours. Usually the only 

       way a man could escape from the benches  was  
by having his family or friends raise his ransom,  al-
though sometimes the ship in which he was impris-
oned might be taken later by his own side or, as on 
occasions happened, there was a large scale exchange 
of prisoners between Christians and Moslems. La 
Valette was sixty three when he became Grand 
Master, a man of iron frame and resolution. Both 
of these he would have need of when the great test 
came, and when Sultan Suleiman designed to rid the 
Mediterranean  for ever of ‘Those sons of dogs whom 
I have already conquered and who were spared only 
by my clemency at Rhodes forty three years ago!’  By 
that time both La Valette and the great Sultan  would 
be men of seventy. But, whereas the Sultan would be 
sitting in the scented gardens of Constantinople, La 
Valette would be fighting in the breach. ..........What 
finally provoked Suleiman to besiege the island (of 
Malta) was the capture by the Knights of a large 
merchant ship which belonged to the chief eunuch 

of the seraglio, Kustir-Aga. In the boudoir politics 
of Constantinople (Istanbul- see bazaar above) the 
chief eunuch  was one of the most important figures 
in the court, and it happened that in the case of this 
vessel he had prevailed upon a number of ladies in 
the harem to invest in the project. ( the merchandise 
aboard the vessel was worth some 80,000 ducats 
alone.) Among other  distinguished notables who 
were captured aboard it, was the old nurse of Sulei-
man’s daughter, Mirmah, who was the child of his 
favourite wife, the Russian born Roxellane. Sanjak 
of Alexandria was also a captive and the Sultan was 
reminded that the ‘island of Malta is swollen with 
slaves, the true believers!’
   Extracted from Ernle Bradford’s ‘The Shield and the Sword.’
   Classic Military history from Penguin – 1972 , p140-141 

 Jean Parisot de la Valette
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Much loved South Australian pastry maker Vili’s 
has been recognised for helping disadvantaged job 
seekers find employment. The company employed 
thirty six staff during the past year through Mission 
Australia, which assists people who have been out 
of work or need additional skills, training and sup-
port. Vili Milisits recommneded other companies 
follow his business lead and employ people who are 
looking for extra support. “Everybody has things 
they are good at,” he said. “Its just a matter of find-
ing out what it is.” Vili has been named one of three 
winners in Mission Australia’s Employer Awards, 
which recognise businesses that have gone “above 

and beyond” in helping job seekers with significant 
challenges. Mission Australia area manager Carol 
Hampton said the company had shown commit-
ment to working with worker’s personal circum-
stances to ensure the best outcome for everyone. 
“A business that is dedicated to supporting local 
jobseekers and the local economy deserves recogni-
tion,” she said. 
Courtesy of Ken McGregor & Advertiser Newspapers

Vili is one of our valued St John members. His 
charitable work along with that of his  wife Rose-
mary is quite outstanding.

Vili’s on a mission to help

         Our Delegation to the Tasmanian Investiture
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         From The mary                       PoTTer FoundaTion 
Sweet Inspiration by Dan Huynh

“For two years after Dad died I had only negative 
emotions when I thought of the Mary Potter Hos-
pice. There were a lot of sad moments there, and it 
was the last place I saw Dad alive and where I had 
my last conversation with him. Then, in 2012, my 
sister and Mum asked me to join the Walk for Love. 
This was the Hospice’s  annual charity walk. I sud-
denly felt inspired. I wanted to help. To do my bit. I 
thought about the things I did well - I love cooking. 
And so together, Mum and I made an abundance of 
desserts and cakes, which we sold after the walk. 
That year we sold out in two hours and raised $600 
from the stall. This year we made more cakes and 
raised $850! Mum and Dad and my five older sib-
lings came to Australia in 1979 as refugees.  After 
staying at three different refugeee camps in Indo-
nesia they were fortunate to be accepted into Aus-
tralia. Like most refugees at that time, they didnt 

want a  free pass or welfare - they just wanted an 
opportunity. 
I will forever hold dear in my heart the Mary Pot-
ter Hospice  for everything they did for Dad. From 
respecting our cultural and religious customs, to 
the volunteer services and dedicated medical staff, 
I have nothing but praise and respect. Our annual 
cake stall is just a small way we can contribute to 
this amazing organisation. And while no amount of 
profiteroles sold or chocolate tarts eaten will ever be 
able to repay the hospice  for what they have done 
for Dad and our family, it is our way to be involved 
and to say thankyou!   
   Dan Huynh
      
We sincerely thank Dan for so generously    
sharing his story and for pledging his 
family’s support in honour of his beloved Dad 
and in support of the Mary Potter Hospice. 

 
 YOU MAKE THIS POSSIBLE

The Mary Potter Hospice never closes its doors. 
Every day of the year the team works together with 
compassion, professionalism and commitment 
with the aim of improving the quality of life left 
and supporting families in bereavement. 
The Mary Potter Foundation is committed to fun-
draise $1million each year to meet the needs of the 
Hospice and Calvary Cancer Services through

•	 a teamof doctors , nursing and allied health 
professionals providing medical care

•	 a social worker and counselling team providing 
practical and emotional support

•	 a pastoral care team supporting emotional and 
spiritual needs based on individual beliefs

•	 unique programs including Fra Angelico Art, 
Treasure Box, Biography, Pet Therapy, Comple-
mentary Therapy and RESTORE

•	 vital equipment to improve quality of care
•	 education and development of palliative nurs-

ing team

THE WORK OF OUR CHARITY - 
CARE AND SUPPORT EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR
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    Mon  Nov    18     12noon            Regular meeting      NMAF Club 
    Fri     Dec      6       7pm                Christmas Dinner - Intercontinental Hotel
                                                Mon  Feb     17     12noon       Regular Meeting     NMAF Club
    Mon  March 17     12noon            Regular Meeting     NMAF Club

  
   Programme
      2013-14 

                            The Langue                                                                   Banners  of 1565  -           
                                    PROVENCE
The Grand Commander was al-
ways the leader of the Tongue 
of  Provence and second in rank 
to the Grand Master, for whom 
he often deputized in the event 
of illness or absence.  His du-
ties were not  precisely defined, 
but it seems he managed the 
Order’s property and he had 
been in control of its income,

taxes, and other resources. 
His subordinates were the 
Sub-Commander and the 
Granary Inspector. The for-
mer was responsible for the 
stores of salt, meat and wine 
and he was probably chosen 
from the class of Sergeant.  
The latter supplied the Or-
der with wheat and cereals.
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