
Le Chevalier

Newsletter of the South Australia Priory  
 Order of St John Of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller

Australasia 

April 2014



As a fifth generation South Australian it took me a 
long time to appreciate that Easter Day usually coin-
cides with Springtime in the Northern Hemisphere 
and that a certain synergy is implied between Christ’s 
resurrection and the flowering of nature. Our cover 
in this edition epitomises that relationship as we 
see a wooden Cross adorned with all the hues of a 
bounteous floral springtime. The photo was taken 
in St Andrews Church in Ipplepen, Devon in 2010. 
The image on the back cover is of St Augustine in 
his study surrounded by  symbols of both human-
ism and christianity.  It was painted by Vitorre Carp-
paccio between 1502 and 1507. St Augustine was the 
great North  African Saint, the Bishop of Hippo  who       
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       Prior Mollison’s Poser

This is known as the ‘Red Castle’ because it was built between 1377 and 1396  with red base 
rock, by the Knights of St John.

          Questions  
               Where is It?     -     What was its unusual use?   -   What is it used for now?
                        The Prior will award a prize for the most complete answer to the questions.

    Editor’s 
    Comments

--- was born in Algeria in 354AD. Augustine had an 
insatiable appetite for learning and culture deeply 
informed by his Christianity. This is reflected in the 
diversity of items in his study. The room lights up  
his passion for culture, wealth and religion and he is 
said to have flirted with, rather than systematically 
analysed, the works of many of the Greek Philoso-
phers. One writer suggests that ‘His whole life may 
be characterized as an intellectual and moral strug-
gle with the problem of evil, a struggle that he worked 
out through synthesizing the ideas of the Neoplaton-
ists with Christianity. He upheld the teachings of the 
Bible, but he realized that maintaining them in the 
intellectual and political climate of his age required 
a broad liberal education.’ Most significantly Car-
paccio has the light streaming into the room from 
St Augustine’s left. It is said  that in the window he 
could see a vision of St Jerome who was about to 
announce Augustine’s death and ascent to heaven. 

    
  Winston Churchill once declared - ‘Whenever I feel like exercise I lie down until the 
                                                               feeling passes.’

     A sign in a hotel lobby declared - ‘The lift will be fixed by tommorrow. In the 
                                                               meantime we regret that you will be unbearable.’
   

 The First Laugh



         

To all members of the
  

An extract from  the Grand Priory 
Council Report, Geelong

21st of February 2014
Since the last Grand Priory meeting, 
much has happened in South Australia.
 Monthly meetings at the Naval,Military  
and Airforce Club have continued, with 
20-25 wives joining us on alternate 
months.    The ‘Relief of the Siege 
of Malta’ cocktail party was not 
well attended because of two other 
major events on the night, possibly 
also, because, at the debriefing it was 
felt that an evening cocktail party 
was now passé and for this year 
(2014) we will have a formal lunch 
in the Naval Military and Air Force 
club with Regalia, and no guests.
   
The Christmas Banquet at the 
Intercontinental Hotel was a huge 
success. We were honoured to have the 
Grand Prior and his wife Joyce as our 
guests. It was also a pleasure to see our 
Grand Dame, Shirley Symons DJSJ, now 
aged 90, attending in her wheelchair. 
She is the only living member of 
the Priory with a Medal of Merit.
    Over the Christmas break the Website 
group headed by Chevalier Prof Henry 
d’Assumpcao AO KJSJ, added so much 
content to the site that we are now 
having a problem with over supply! 
Consequently we now have Chevalier 
Brian North AO RFD KJSJ as Chevalier 

Henry’s understudy; as well as a 
registrar, 2 members whose job it is 
to find details of the original(1980’s) 
members, a Censor of the papers,  and 
Chevalier Colonel Ray Stanley AM 
MBE KSJ is correcting the English!
   Our year opened with the   Evensong 
Worship at Saint Peter’s Cathedral on 
the 9th of February. We were really 
welcomed into the normal Cathedral 
congregation with mention being 
made in the introduction. Two of our 
Members, Chevalier Doug Stott and 
Dame Jill Moore were asked to read 
the lessons. There was a 40 person 
choir, which helped considerably 
when a power failure over Adelaide 
prevented  both organs from being 
used. Afterwards we all enjoyed 
socialising with many cheese and fruit 
platters provided  by wives of the Order.  
  
At the February monthly meeting 
Chevalier Geoff Fry KJSJ and 
Dame Bin Irwin DSJ donated their 
ceremonial swords to the Priory. I 
formally accepted these on behalf of 
the Order expressing our gratitude 
for their benevolence .  For the major 
fund-raising event at the Glenelg 
Golf Club in April, the Governor of 
South Australia - Rear Admiral Kevin 
Scarce CVO AO kindly agreed to 
speak to us. He was accompanied 
by his wife Liz, and an ADC.
   
Because of problems with the recent 
venue for the Investiture Dinner 
we are moving to the magnificent 
Red Ochre Grill overlooking the 
Torrens River. I am indebted to 
Dame Jill Moore DSJ for coping 
with the many arrangements.
We are of course, extending an 
invitation to as many Victorian, 
Western Australian and Tasmanian   
members of the Order as possible 
to attend what will be an impressive 
evening for the 5 incoming  Investees.

Col. Dr. Brenton Mollison KJSJ
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Report by the Prior - South Australia Priory  
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In March 2008 I travelled to New York on business, 
and realising that I would be there on Easter Day I 
asked my good friend, Bishop Ian George, which 
Easter Service I should attend.  I assumed that he 
would suggest the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
since he had studied there for the priesthood in the 
1960’s.   However, to my surprise, he suggested St 
Thomas Church on Fifth Avenue, which Ian assured 
me “had the best music”.  The other advantage of St 
Thomas was that the famous Easter Parade would 
pass directly in front of its doors.  So it was to St 
Thomas that I headed on the morning of a very 
cold but sunny Easter Day.   The huge church was 
already packed when I arrived but, being on my 
own, I was able to find one of the very last seats.

And then began the most memorable choral 
performance that I have ever heard.  The church 
is home to the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and 
Boys, a choral ensemble which performs music 
of the Anglican tradition at worship services, and 
also offers a full concert series during the course 

of the year. The boys of the Saint Thomas Choir 
(the men are all professional singers) are enrolled 
at the Saint Thomas Choir School, the only church-
affiliated residential choir school in the United 
States.  So now I understood the reason for Ian’s 
recommendation! 

 But, as they say in the TV advertisement, that’s 
not all, because the choir was supported by an 
astounding brass ensemble and a massive organ 
that shook the very rafters of the church.  The choir 
and orchestra commenced with a performance of 
“Feierlicher Einzug: Solemn Entry for the Knights 
of St. John”.  This powerful fanfare was composed 
by Richard Strauss in 1909 and was originally 
scored for brass and timpani, with the inspired 
addition of the organ at a later date. It is a majestic 
piece, marked Slow and Solemn, and its intensity 
grows all the way to the final climactic section. 
This was my experience of church music taken to 
a whole new level.  It was stunning to hear such 
superb music on such a day and in such a church.   
As I left St Thomas Church I saw that a CD of the 
choir was on sale, including its performance of 
Feierlicher Einzug, so I returned to Australia with a 
copy in my luggage.  

Fast forward to the present, when Henry 
d’Assumpção was constructing a web-site for our 
Priory.  I suggested that he might find a use for this 
wonderful music, because of its close association 
with our Order.   I’m delighted to say that he has 
incorporated it into the web-site and there is even 
a chance it may be performed at our investiture – a 
daunting challenge for the organist of Christ Church, 
North Adelaide.  However, if it comes about it will 
bring back memories of an experience that I will 
never forget and one that I would recommend to 
any visitor to New York City – but make sure that 
you arrive there in good time! 

  Chevalier Ian Webber AO CGSJ

Feierlicher Einzug 
 

Solemn Entry for the Knights of St John
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THE SOVEREIGN ORDER OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM
 KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER

Genesis in Australia 
The First Investiture

After several years of interaction with the Grand 
Prior in Malta (Professor Gaston Tonna-Barthet), 
Bailiff Roland Podesta was permitted to establish the 
Priory in Australia. This enabled investitures to be 
conducted here rather than in Malta as previously. 

During the afternoon of 26th April 1974 we gathered 
at the Conventual Church, St Thomas Aquinas, St Lu-
cia, Queensland. It was decked out appropriately with 
banners and flags although the dedicated alcove with 
its suit of armour was not yet in place. The ceremony 
was conducted by our Senior  Chaplain, Father Ho-
gan with help from Father Delie and  Reverend Can-
on Newell. The Prior and other members of the origi-
nal Commanderie were resplendent in their regalia 
adding a touch of colourful pageantry to the scene.

Helped on our way by army trumpeters we made 
our triumphal processional entry into the church 
before a large crowd of dignitaries, family and 
friends. Professor Zelman Cowan was invested 
first in the Sacristy. He was then Vice Chancel-
lor of the University of Queensland  and soon  to 
be knighted by the Queen. He went on to be Gov-
ernor General. At the altar rail we knelt. On one 
side of me was Greg Abad, Ambassador for the 
Phillipines and on the other Peter Demartini our 

Almoner.  The group also included John Pinnell, 
Hospitaller, Sir Hubert Opperman, subsequently 
Prior in Victoria and acting Grand Prior, Sir Bruce 
Small, Mayor of the Gold Coast and a Member of the 
Queensland Parliament, Hugh Darragh, Chamber-
lain, Doug Hodges, Vice Prior and later our second 
Grand Prior, Arthur Rodgers, Irene and Peter Flem-
ing and Joe Forace, High Commissioner for Malta. 
We received the accolade from our Prior, took the 
oath of a knight of the Order, and received our Di-
plomas. Mine has the number MPM51. Later we 
moved to Lupi’s of Indooroopilly for the investiture 
dinner and charity presentations to Sir Reginald 
Leonard on behalf of the Children’s Hospital.  Next 
morning we held our first Chapter meeting. The 
new council was elected and I became Secretary- a 
position I held till I left Brisbane some years later. 

The Order was taking its first steps in a new coun-
try but was steeped in the practices of the Old 
World in that our Grand Priory was Malta. From 
this unique position we made a conscious ef-
fort to achieve the goals of the Order in as demo-
cratic a way as possible. We wanted a distinc-
tively Australian style to permeate our activities.

                                  Chevalier Des Bradley, KJSJ

 A typical Investiture in South Australia



     Christmas          Banquet
                                               2013
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Sword Presentation
Prior Mollison is presented with two Ceremonial Swords  for the Order which have 

been very generously donated by Dame Bin Irwin and Chevalier Geoffrey Fry
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One of the best things about living in Adelaide is that 
each year in March we are treated to one of the best 
cultural and performance 
festivals in the world. Some 
claim it is only exceeded in 
depth and style by the Edin-
burgh Festival in Scotland. 
This year was no exception 
and for those interested in 
religion we were treated to 
the insights and perceptions 
of two extremely erudite and 
informative English writers, 
who have maintained a life-
time interest in the Chris-
tian faith and its history. 

They were Professor Diar-
maid MacCulloch Profes-
sor of the History of the 
Church at Oxford Univer-
sity and Francis Spufford 
who wrote  Unapologetic: 
Why Despite Everything, 
Christianity Can still Make 
Surprising Emotional Sense.   
Both had the very large audience at Writer’s Week 
mesmerised by their insights, and enthralled by 
what I perceived to be an appreciation and under-
standing of a Christianity applicable to our modern 
times.  Diarmaid has written many books on religion 
and recently featured in his own six part BBC Televi-
sion Series on Christianity. However, what prompt-
ed me to seek him out for interview was his book 
entitled  A History of Christianity: The First Three 
Thousand Years.  If anybody might have an under-
standing of the Order Of St John, Knights Hospitaller 
and our relevance today, it must surely be Diamaid. 
I began by asking him about the relevance of our 

Order today. His response was both positive and 
encouraging as he explained that the Knight’s of St 

John have maintained the un-
canny ability to keep reinvent-
ing themselves for the best 
part of a millennium. Ours 
has been a Christian Charita-
ble Order from inception car-
ing firstly, for the wounded 
among the Knights Templar 
as they fought to retain the 
Holy Land for all Christians. I 
explained to Diamaid that we 
consider ourselves to be an Or-
der of Chivalry and that here in 
South Australia we are almost 
wholly devoted to financially 
supporting the Mary Potter 
Hospice. He lauded this and 
was lavish in his praise echo-
ing his earlier comment on our 
ability to reinvent ourselves.  

He explained that the Hos-
pitallers had fought valiantly  

alongside the Knights Templar to 
keep the Holy Land in safe keeping for all Christians 
from the 11th Century onward. However, by the end 
of  the medieaval period both the Templars and the 
Hospitallers had lost their usefulness in that regard 
eventually losing Jerusalem to Islam.   As a result 
King Edward 1st and other European monarchs in 
the period leading up to the Reformation completely 
dissolved the Order of the Knight’s Templar, reclaim-
ing much of their wealth and landed estates which 
were then distributed among the Knights Hospital-
ler. In Britain the Hospitallers moment of glory was 
short lived for when Henry VIII broke with Rome 
all monastries and Roman Catholic estates includ-

  

  Three Thousand Years of Christianity comes to Adelaide 

         Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch
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ing those belonging to the Hos
pitallers were broken up.  I asked 
Professor MacCulloch why he 
had decided to give Christian-
ity a three thousand year time 
frame? The answer was unequiv-
ocal!  By stepping back to view 
Christianity from its Greek and 
Jewish roots, beginning a 1000 
years or so before the birth of 
Christ, Diamaid demands that 
the reader examine the work of 
God from two parallel contrib-
uting strands of understanding. 

This he describes as proper his-
tory  that is ‘clear and as near to 

the truth as possible.’   He explained 
that the Bible is not one authori
tative book but rather a whole 
library of books which  ‘spot-
light particular aspects of faith.’  
It speaks with many voices.  Of 
the two strands of belief he ex-
plained that the Hebrew God 
was an interventionist God ca-
pable of  bringing harsh judg-
ment, retribution and calam-
ity upon humankind. The Greek 
understanding of God, by con-
trast, was of  a God of love, with-
drawn, contemplative and calm. 
When   asked  in  a radio interview 

by Richard Fidler as to  whether 
there was enough proof to say cat-
egorically whether, or not, Jesus 
existed,  he gave, what was a very
considered, but emphatic re-
sponse. Yes! Jesus did   exist. ‘But 
don’t look to his disciples or fol-
lowers for proof. Look to his en-
emies, particularly the Romans 
and not the Jews.  People need to 
remember that Jesus was a Jew.
There are enough casual and hos-
tile references to Jesus (especially 
from the Romans) to discount 
any idea that he didn’t exist.”

   Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas KJSJ

  During 2013, your  support enabled the Founda-
tion to help the Hospice care for over 600  patients 
who  needed respite or end-of-life care in Mary Pot-
ter. Did you know that in addition to funding rou-
tine medical care, equipment and programs, your 
gifts also support individual patient requests and 
group celebrations? Last year’s Melbourne Cup 
was one  such event, which left a huge impres-
sion on patients, family members, friends and staff.
Thanks to you, many patients took advantage of 
this opportunity to switch off from their situation, 
get  out of their rooms  and enjoy an afternoon to-
gether. The Foundation organised the decora-
tions, the TV, free sweeps, afternoon tea,  bubbles, 
wine, cool drinks and prizes and the patients and 
families brought the fun, laughter and excitement.
Staff were visibly moved by this event  as Clini-

cal Nurse,  Deidre shared with us … ‘When the 
race started, I couldn’t stop  watching the enjoy-
ment on the faces of all present. It was truly a won-
derful sight to see’  …. ‘Here are our patients, who 
may well never celebrate another Melbourne Cup 
day again, enjoying the moment with family and 
friends. Life on the outside coming in. Their facial 
expressions told me all I needed to know. This is
now, and they are making the most of this moment 
in time.  This humble little Melbourne Cup cel-
ebration, drawing them out of their rooms  into a 
common space to experience the ordinary, the fun 
and liveliness of an Australian day that stops a na-
tion. I will never forget those precious minutes.’
Thankyou all for the  wonderful memories.
    Lorna Riddle.

From The mary PoTTer FoundaTion 

A Race Day that stops the Nation
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Professor Ralph Martins, AO, KGSJ, BSc(hons), 
CitWA, MAICD, one of our distinguished WA 
members, has been a moving force and lead author 
of a recently published new book “Understanding 
Alzheimer’s.” 
The book’s subtitle “The Complete Guide to the 
Management and Prevention of Alzheimer’s” says 
it all. Professor Martins has had a long and highly 
productive career  as a leading researcher  into the 
causes and treatment of this insidious disease.  The 
Forward to the book is written by Ita Buttrose AO, 

OBE, President of Alzheimer’s Australia and Aus-
tralian of the Year 2013. The book is easily readable  
and the co-authors come from leading institutions 
around Australia and overseas. Topics covered 
include diagnosis, brief history, influence of genes, 
factors that can modify the disease, diet, mental and 
physical exercise, treatment and potential treat-
ments. Each chapter concludes with a personal 
story. 
Professor Martins has outlined the expertise of the 
seventeen co-authors. His enormous contribution is 
outlined on the flyleaf of his book. 

           Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy AO

PROFESSOR RALPH MARTINS AO, KGSJ

 Announcing the International Herald

As the Grand Counselor, one of my functions is to publish our International Herald.  While our first issue 
was extensive, interactive, and highly regarded, after review of this issue by the Petite Counsei, I have 
decided to redesign the International Herald to be shorter, more focused, and more general in content.  
The following topics will be the focus of the upcoming issues:
 
1)      Greetings from the Lt. Grand Master
2)      Upcoming events and projects of the Petite Counsei
3)      Action items of Sovereign Counsel meetings
4)      Action items of Petite Counsei meetings
5)      New Priory/Grand Priory histories and past/present activities
6)      Feature articles on an established Priory/Grand Priory that will include a short synopsis of the
         history, past, present, and future philanthropic activities of that Priory/ Grand Priory (one Priory/
         Grand Priory/issue)
7)      A bulletin board where Priories/Grand Priories can post their upcoming philanthropic events 
          and thereby, publicize them at the international level.
      Vincent R.Bonagura MD  Grand Counselor OSJ Malta
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Congratulations to 
CHEVALIER FRANCIS CREAGH O’CONNOR AM KSJ, 

Pictured here with Test Cricketers Peter Siddle and Nathan Lyon, Creagh is a fellow of the Institute 
of Company Directors and a fellow of the Institute of Management. He was born in 1937 and has 
spent over 35 years in the Engineering and Construction Industry in Australia, USA, and the Mid-
dle East. He has served as a Director of Calvary Hospital and Chairman of ACHA Health which In-
cludes Ashford, Flinders Private and Memorial Hospitals and was Deputy Chairman of the Flinders 
Medical Centre Research Foundation . He was a Director of the South Australian Cricket Associa-
tion for 20 years and for 11 years,  Director of Cricket Australia and Chairman from 2005-2008. He 
represented Australia on the Board of the International Cricket Council. In 2009  he was a recipient 
of the Centenary Medal from the International Cricket Council for recognition  of outstanding ser-
vice to cricket. He is an Honorary Life Member of SACA (2009) and an Honorary Life Member of 
MCC (Lords) 2008. In 1977 he was a recipient of the Queens Jubilee Medal and in 1989 he was made 
an Honorary Citizen of Dallas, Texas, USA. He is currently Chairman of the City of Adelaide  Clip-
per Preservation Trust, Chairman of O’Connors, Chairman of Broken Hill Prospecting Ltd and a Di-
rector of the Adelaide Oval Stadium Management Authority.  Creagh O’Connor has five children. 

Congratulations to
DONAT RICHARD TRESILLIAN WALSH AM

Richard Tresillian Walsh AM was born on 29th September 1940, educated at St Peters College and mar-
ried to Susan Adams on the 19th February 1972. They have three children.  Richard is semi- retired but 
with business interests as Company Director  of Walsh Estates Pty Ltd and Ardeley Pty Ltd.  He has 
maintained a lifetime interest in the Royal Agricultural &  Horticultural Society of South Australia and is 
a Life Member of  the Royal Zoological Society. He has previously been a member of the Council of the 
National Trust of South Australia, member of the Art Gallery Foundation Board, founding member of 
the Wilderness Girls School Foundation. Besides being a member of the South Australian Jockey Club, 
the Bentley Driver’s Club and the Cabbage Tree Club at Palm Beach NSW Richard is also interested in 
gardening, equestrian sports, cars, antiques, travel, art and dogs. Richard was awarded an AM recently 
for services to Primary Industry and numerous voluntary organisations.  

        AUSTRALIAN HONOURS                                RECIPIENTS 2014                                                                                  
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                                                Mon  May   19      12 noon            Regular meeting (P)     NMAF Club 
    Fri     June   20      Investiture       No Regular Meeting    Christ Church
    Sat    June    21     Chapter Meeting in the Hall at                     Christ Church
    Mon  July    21      12 noon        Regular Meeting      NMAF Club
    Mon  Aug    18      12 noon        Regular Meeting (P)    NMAF Club
    September    8       12noon      Siege of Malta Lunch (P)    NMAF Club
    Mon  Oct    20       12 noon        Regular Meeting     NMAF Club

  
   Programme
        2014  

                       The Langue                                                   Banners  of 1565           
                                         

In the 15th Century, the states in 
the north of Italy were amongst 
the wealthiest in Europe. At the 
time of the 4th Crusade the Pa-
pacy had relocated to Avignon.
Rome, Central and Southern 
Italy , once the heartland of 
the the Roman Empire , were 
largely in ruins. Consequently 
the Papal States were loosely 
administered  with little law and 
order. Naples, Sicily and Sar-
dinia were under foreign domi-
nation and the ports of Pisa, 
Genoa and Venice provided the 
main trade routes through the 
Levant. Other city/states were 
Milan, Florence, Sienna, Genoa 
and Venice. Consequently by 

1565 when Malta was besieged 
by the Ottomans, the banner of 
‘Italy’ was used to describe the 
general area, although most of 
the population would never have 
heard of the name. The leader 
of the Tongue of Italy repre-
sented all of these States, which 
were aligned because of a com-
mon language. He was given the 
posting and title of Grand Ad-
miral. The title emerged at the 
end of the 13th Century when 
the Order was an emerging na-
val power. The admiral was in 
command of the fleet and had 
absolute power over the ships 
and their crews, except when 
the Grand Master was present.   

ITALY

St Augustine 
&  The Vision of St Jerome


