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From The mary PoTTer FoundaTion 
The Mary Potter Quilt Project : All Stitched Up

Patricia, with the first quilt made by Lyn Mason of Renmark
The Clinical Manager of the Mary Potter Hospice asked 
the Foundation for help to implement a new initiative to 
give every patient a hand-made quilt for their bed.  Her 
aim was  not only to brighten the bed but to give a wel-
coming gift as patients and families settle in to the Hos-
pice.  The family can then take the quilt after they leave 
the Hospice and we hope it will become a treasured 
memento. Thanks to the generosity of so many wonder-

ful supporters and quilters throughout South Australia, 
we are pleased to report that a handmade quilt now rests 
on the bed to welcome every new patient.   The response 
to our request for quilts has been overwhelming and as 
a result we have been able to start the program much 
earlier than anticipated.

Each quilt has been lovingly made and they are as 
diverse as the people who are now receiving them. We 
are so grateful to everyone who gave up valuable time 
and resources to bring a gift that is not only practical but 
adds a touch of beauty to patient rooms.

All of these generous people may never see someone’s 
face light up, or tears welling in eyes showing how 
touched a patient or family member is to know that 
someone cared enough to give the gift of a handmade 
quilt.  But we have been blessed to see the impact and 
to hear the stories including one son who is planning 
to take his mum’s quilt with him to be treasured with 
a blanket she made for him when he left Australia to 
work overseas. At present the Hospice is admitting ten 
patients a week, so the need is great. The Foundation is 
always on the lookout for more quilters who would be 
willing to donate their handiwork.  For more informa-
tion contact Lorna 08 8239 0119 or lorna@marypotter.
org.au

                           St Peter’s Cathedral          Chev. Dr. Robert & Mrs Tania BlackChev. David  & Mrs Jill Wotton

 Evensong at St Peter’s Cathedral - February 22nd 2015 



         

To all members of the
  

A note from the Prior
The year opened successfully with 
a Lenten Evensong at St Peter’s 
Cathedral with the attendance of 
over 30 Members and spouses. This 
was followed by a happy cheese 
and wine tasting in the Cathedral 
hall arranged by Sir Dennis 
Paterson and the ladies committee.  

               
For those who were unable to 
attend I urge you to try to attend 
next year as it was a very moving 
Service, with Chevalier Baden 
Teague and Dame Mary Sutherland 
reading lessons.
  By the time this edition of ’Le 
Chevalier’ is published, I will have 

attended the biennial Sovereign 
Council of the Order in Valletta 
Malta.
  I am proud that 6 other Members 
of our Priory will also be present 
to see the beautiful and very 
historic city. 5 Victorians will 
also be attending. I believe that 
this is a record for Antipodeans 
attending this event.
  Prior to the Sovereign Council, 
the Petit Conseil of Conventual 
Bailiffs will have set the Agenda.
  During the Council, a new 
Lieutenant Grand Master will be 
voted in, and 4 Senior Knights 
promoted to Bailiff to replace 
those who have resigned or 
retired due to age. As you know, 
there are only 20 Bailiffs in the 
Order.
One of the most important aspects 
of this international conference 
is the social aspect where we 
will be able to interact with and 
hopefully learn from at least 20 
other Priories.I will be away for a 
month (leaving the Priory in the 
very capable hands of vice Prior 
Max Lemon) but on return will 
give a full talk on the Council 
Meeting and hopefully show the 
Council in session and sights 
of the island in an audio visual 
presentation.
  Pro fide pro utilitate hominum      
  
  Col. Dr. Brenton Mollison KJSJ
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Report by the Prior - South Australia Priory  



Our Patron Saint St John the Baptist
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St John The Baptist has been celebrated prodigious-
ly in Christendom over the centuries, possibly more 
frequently than other Christian  figures except for 
Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary.

John is the patron saint of numerous states, cities, 
towns and churches as well as other organisations. 
States include Puerto Rico, French Canada, New-
foundland, and the towns of Penzance, Cornwall 
and Perth in Scotland among many others including 
towns in the Philippines and South Carolina in the 
United States of America.

He is also recognised in Islam as a prophet whom 
Muhammad met on the night of his ascension 
through the Seven Heavens. It is said that Muham-
mad met John and Jesus in the second Heaven 
where he greeted his two brothers before ascend-
ing to the third Heaven. In Christendom St John is 
celebrated on two Saint’s days- his nativity on June 
24th and his beheading on August 29th. In Gozo, 
Malta, he is remembered with a great feast on the 

Sunday nearest to 24th June. His relics are claimed 
to be preserved in various locations in Europe, but 

obviously head, hands, and body cannot each be in 
more than one place.

St John has been the subject in various art forms 
over the centuries, especially in painting. His 
beheading is a common theme, sometimes with his 
head on a platter, or as an ascetic, wearing camel 
hair  with staff and scroll or with a book or lamb. 
In Orthodox icons he often has wings as St Mark’s 
Gospel describes him as a messenger. The English 
composer Orlando Gibbons wrote “This is the re-
cord of John” for soloist, choir and organ. He was a 
subject in poetry during the Italian Renaissance and 
in recent times appears in films depicting the life of 
Christ. 

Although these notes are not exhaustive they indi-
cate how widely our patron saint is honoured and 
celebrated.    
                    Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy 
                                   (sourced largely from Wikipedia) 

John the Baptist by Bartolomeo Veneto, 16th Century

Eastern Orthodox icon John the 
Baptist — the Angel of the Desert 
(Stroganov School, 1620s) Tretyakov 
Gallery, Moscow.

Marble sculpture of St. John the 
Baptist by Igor Mitoraj at Santa 
Maria degli Angeli e dei Martiri in 
Rome.

Statue of St John carved out of a blackberry tree by Pietro Paolo 
Azzopardi - 1845. Xewkija
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In 1607 the painter Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio 
was appointed the official painter of the Order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem  in Malta.  He so impressed the Grand 

Master Alof de Wignacourt that on 14 July 1608 he was 
invested as a Knight of Obedience (in gradum fratrum 
militum obedientiae) .  About 37 years old at the time, 
he had been the most famous artist in Rome and Naples, 

developing tenebrism (a revolutionary style of painting 
with very strong contrasts between light and dark).  
His pictures were dramatic and intensely realistic, and 
gained him many followers and some powerful support-
ers.  He produced many pictures of our patron St John 
the Baptist.

Today he is acknowledged as having changed the course    
of painting and subsequently influencing many artists 
including Rubens, Bernini and Rembrandt .

Despite this acclaim his private life was dark and ugly:  
He was notoriously violent and had to flee from Rome 
after killing a man there.  He shocked his clients by us-
ing a prostitute to model for the Virgin Mary.  Another 
of his models was a youth who was reportedly his lover.  

In Malta he painted the portraits of the Grand Master 
and several other Knights and two major works – The 
Beheading of John the Baptist and St Jerome Writing – 
both now at St John’s Co-Cathedral in Malta. 
Sadly, after only a year in Malta he relapsed into his pre-
vious patterns of behaviour: he was gaoled in Fort Sant’ 
Angelo for seriously wounding a high-ranking Knight 
in a brawl but managed to escape from Malta  and was 
expelled from the Order in absentia “as a foul and rotten 
limb”.  
He continued painting in Naples, survived one attempt 
on his life and died in 1610 in Tuscany in mysterious 
circumstances – some believe murdered;  his body was 
never found.
So ended the life of a disgraced Chevalier, … and crea-
tive genius, a complex and flawed personality who made 
a brief contribution to the Order and left a lasting legacy 
of strikingly beautiful and moving paintings of deep 
spirituality.
                         Chevalier Henry De Assumcao
                                with acknowledgement to Wikipedia

Caravaggio

The Incredulity of St Thomas 1601-1602

Beheading of St John the Baptist 1608- Valletta        David & Goliath 1610 

St Jerome Writing 1607-1608

Conversion of St Paul 1601

Olaf de Wignacourt 1607-1608 
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A Tribute to His Excellency The Hon.
Roger Goldsworthy GCSJ AO

on his receipt of a Cross of Merit

Outgoing Deputy Grand Prior – Prior Emeritus 
and Bailiff Emeritus, His Excellency The 
Honourable Roger Goldsworthy GCSJ, AO, 
who has recently retired from the Australian 
Grand Priory was awarded the Cross of Merit 
by the Lieutenant Grand Master recently. Eric 
Roger Goldsworthy was born on 17/7/1929 in 
the western mallee country of South Australia in 
the small farming town of Lameroo. He began 
schooling there in 1934 before the family moved 
to St Leonards, a suburb adjacent to the beach 
side suburb of Glenelg, Adelaide. Following 
five years at St Leonards Primary School, Roger 
undertook his secondary schooling at Adelaide 
Boys’ High School before completing a Science 
Degree at Adelaide University and a Diploma 
in Secondary Teaching at Adelaide Teachers’ 
College.

Roger’s formative years in Lameroo endeared 
country life and country values to him, so when 
he married Lynette Chapman, herself a country 
girl from Kybunga, they set up house on a rural 

block at Highercombe, in the Adelaide Hills 
where Roger took to both sheep farming and 
horticulture, leaving his work as a teacher. 
He was especially proud of his large chestnut 
orchard which delivered a commercial crop 
each year. To supplement his family income, 
Roger returned to the Education Department 
firstly to Campbelltown and then Gilles Plains 
High Schools, where he taught Physics at the 
highest level, before rising to the position of 
Special Senior Master, in a school of some 1800 
students. Lyn and Roger had three children all of 
whom have gone on to do extremely well in the 
wider community.

Sometime in the late 1960’s a chance conversation 
with a friend of Sir Thomas Playford, the Premier 
of South Australia, who Roger greatly admired 
for his careful yet creative ability to stabilise the 
economy and move the State of South Australia 
forward, the idea was canvassed that Roger 
should run for a State seat in the Parliament. As a 
result, Roger won pre-selection for the Adelaide 
Hills and Barossa seat of Kavel which he won in 
1970 and held continuously for the Liberal Party 
until 1992. Describing himself as a self employed 
Primary Producer between 1953 and 1994 
Roger rose to become a distinguished Minister 
of the Crown. On the election of the Tonkin 
Government Roger became Deputy Premier, 
Minister of Services and Supply, Chairman of 
the Budget Committee and Minister for Mines 
and Energy. Between 1975 and 1990 he was 
Deputy Leader of the Parliamentary Liberal 
Party in South Australia, a record term.

Bailiff Emeritus Goldsworthy’s achievements 
in political life were considerable. Most notably 
he was Deputy Premier, Minister responsible for 
the Olympic Dam (Roxby Downs) development, 
the Stony Point Oil Scheme, Pitjantjatjara Land 
Rights Legislation and the rationalisation of 
Government computing. For his parliamentary 
and community service he was awarded a 
Queen’s Jubilee Medal, before later being 
honoured with an AO (Officer of the Order of 
Australia). He maintains an active interest in 
charities and community groups and is a proud 
father and grandfather.

                        Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas



It is with a mixture of regret and pride that we of 
the editorial panel for Le Chevalier take this oppor-
tunity to announce our retirement from the produc-
tion team of this publication. This is to be the last 
edition produced by Chevaliers Nicholas, Golds-
worthy and Cordeaux. For reasons which will be 
understood, Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy 
would like to say the following – “Having served 
on the editorial committee since the first newslet-
ter was published during the time that Grand Prior 
Emeritus Vic Techritz was SA Prior in 2004 I be-
lieve it is time for me to retire to allow some of our 
newer members the opportunity to participate more 
fully in the life of the Priory. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed the work, particularly in the last few years 
working with Chevalier Jeff Nicholas who has been 
a personal friend since 1965. It has been a great 
deal of fun meeting with him and Jeremy in the 

lead up to the release of each edition.”

As the editor I too wish to thank both Roger and 
Jeremy for all they have done to make this publica-
tion possible. We are especially grateful to Cheva-
lier Peter Lane of Lane Print for his generosity and 
we cannot let this occasion pass without also offer-
ing our heartfelt thanks to David McNabb of Lane 
Print for the manner in which he so professionally 
prepared our publication for the presses.
Finally, I would like to thanks all of the members 
of the Priory for their continued support during my 
time in office and we wish all those who might take 
up the challenge every success.

  Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas
                                        Editor 
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                                    The Last Laugh 
No wonder they don’t teach music in schools anymore. Here are some real answers from students doing 
music exams.

- Sherbet composed the Unfinished Symphony.

-All female parts were sung by a castrati. We don’t know exactly what they sounded like because there
  were no known descendants. 

-Music sung by two people at the same time is called a duel; if they sing without sheet music it is 
 called  Acapulco.

-A virtuoso is a musician with real high morals.

-Contralto is a low sort of music that only ladies sing.

-I know what a sextet is but I’d rather not say.

-Johann Sebastian Bach wrote a great many musical compositions and had a large number of children.
  In between he practiced on an old spinster which he kept in his attic.

                     Editorial                          Statement 
From Editor Chevalier Dr Jeff Nicholas, Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy

& Chevalier Jeremy Cordeaux 
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        Chevalier Bob & Mrs Rosemary Hill-Ling and Mrs Audrey Techritz

  Chevaliers Andrew Wilson and  Bruno Krumins -     Bailiff  Vic Techritz,  Mrs Lyn Goldsworthy & Bailiff  Roger Goldsworthy   -   Mrs Mary Watson & Chevalier Michael Miller 

         Prior Mollison, Chevalier  Geoffrey Fry & Dame Margaret Hamilton

      Chevalier Richard Watson & Mrs Jill Wotton

Christmas Carols led by Maestro Chevalier David Wotton

Christmas
Banquet

2014
 Mrs Kay Collas
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            Grand Prior Royce Pepin & Chevalier Henry d’Assumcao                  Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy & Grand Prior Royce Pepin

     Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Mary Watson & Mrs Peggy Lane                             Dame Jill Moore                          Mrs Pam Mollison, Mrs Meredyth Sarah & Mrs Heather Jackson    

Christmas
Banquet

2014
                       Chevalier  Don Sarah

                                  Chevalier  Ray & Mrs Rosemary Michell with Mrs Cathy Murphy from the  Mary Potter Foundation 

         Chevalier Mark & Mrs Philippa Denton 
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                  Copper Guthrie KSJ                                                                   VALE

            A EULOGY FOR MY FATHER  
Dad was born in June 1918, in Caledon, South Africa, 
towards the end of the First World War.  He was the 
“laat lammetjie” - or late lamb - youngest of a family of 
five siblings, and ten years younger than the next oldest.  
He had bright red hair, a sign of his Scottish heritage, 
which soon earned him the nickname “Copper.” He 
went to school at his beloved Bishops Diocesan Col-
lege in Cape Town, an Anglican school founded in the 
same year as St Peter’s College here in Adelaide. There 
he developed an uncharacteristic love of Empire and all 
things British, a connection even his family could not 
fully comprehend. He went on to study medicine at the 
University of Cape Town before enlisting in the army 
and on completion in 1943 he  joined the 6th South Af-
rican Armoured Division Medical Corps, seeing service 
in Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Italy before returning to 
South Africa at the end of the Second World War. 
Dad excelled at both cricket and rugby and enjoyed 
mixing it in the scrum for Cape Town University. He 
was so good at rugby that he went on to play for West-
ern Province, the equivalent of the Stormers in today’s 
Super 15 competition.  He was a winger, and then a 
fullback, as fast as he was handsome, and was renowned 
for having the safest pair of hands in Cape Province; and 
into these hands one day fell the dazzling and vivacious 
Stella Pretorius,  a theatre nurse from Cape Town with 
an Afrikaans background, who had also served in the 
medical corps in Egypt during the War. There was an 
immediate connection, followed by a remarkable union 

which led to a marriage of 65 years - a wonderful love 
story that shaped us as a family.  
Their backgrounds were very different, but they both 
had a sense of adventure and travel, shared a passion 
for medicine and had experienced the harsh realities of 
the War. Jenny was born in Pietermaritzburg, Gillian in 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), then after a few years 
living in Scotland they returned to South Africa and had 
a second family, Fiona Roslyn, and then myself, Donald 
Angus. However, conditions had deteriorated so much    
that they decided to move to Australia. Thereafter there 
were many stories to tell, but suffice to say that we kept 
moving: East Malvern, Mentone, three memorable years 
in Broken Hill before we, as a family, took that same 
drive through the outback and made our first entry into 
the wide blue skies of Adelaide.  A life of travel, and 
pursuing one’s ambitions, wherever they may take you, 
had already been ingrained in us all.
Scholar, gentleman, serviceman, sportsman, family man, 
father - these characteristics were all important, but what 
defined Dad above all was the medical profession.  
For a doctor he was unusually squeamish and gravitated 
towards the more physical side of medicine - today 
it may have been Sports Medicine. However his car-
ing nature, gentle demeanour and perhaps his wartime 
experience of seeing people maimed in battle, led him 
towards Occupational Medicine and the rehabilitation 
of injured workers.  He became a pioneer in this field 
in both South Africa and Australia, moving to Broken 
Hill to set up a rehabilitation centre for mine workers 
and then here to Adelaide to become Medical Officer for 
General Motors Holden.  
Along the way he also had many side interests which he 
pursued with a passion.  He helped establish building 
codes to facilitate access for the disabled, set up swim-
ming classes in Broken Hill to complement his work 
in rehabilitation, established classes for people with 
reading difficulties such as dyslexia in Broken Hill, was 
president of SPELD here in Adelaide for many years, 
was involved in fund raising for the Royal Flying Doc-
tor Service and finished his career in the Pain Clinic 
helping people with chronic pain. His sense of tradition, 
love for the Commonwealth, and devotion to the Queen 
were complemented by a deep and abiding Christian 
faith. This came together in many forums including 
this wonderful community of Christ Church, the Naval, 
Military and Airforce Club, The Victoria League, the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service, and the Order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. These were 
always complementary relationships: So thank you, my 
father, for all you have given to all of us. And now, may 
you rest in the peace you so richly deserve, with your 
darling, beloved Stella.
    Angus Guthrie



                  Robert Hamilton KSJ                                                                   VALE
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A EULOGY FOR MY FATHER  
Robert Frank Hamilton was born on 27 May 1926 at 
Brighton in South Australia. He was the son of  Eric 
and Doreen Hamilton(nee Chambers), descendents of 
Richard Hamilton, a pioneer of 1837, who began, what 
was to become, a five generation dynasty of vignerons.
As an early settler who sailed to South Australia on the 
Catherine Stewart Forbes in 1837 Richard Hamilton 
had planted vines at the place they named ‘Ewell’ near 
Glenelg. Their first commercial wine was produced in 
1841. Like his forebears, wine making  became Robert’s 
lifelong passion and the family company grew to be one 
of three major Australian wine exporters. After Robert 
was born his immediate family moved into the family 
home set in magnificent gardens within the vineyard on  
the corner of Oaklands and Morphett Roads Glengowrie.  
Robert had one sister, Susan who was born in 1930. She 
married John McTaggart in 1952.  

Robert and Susan had an idyllic childhood, playing 
endlessly in and around the vats, underground cellars, 
machinery and gardens and enjoying the pleasures 
of a veritable menagerie of animals and birds which 
Robert’s mother, Doreen, in particular, collected. These 
included kangaroos, koalas  and a stable of show quality 
horses giving her a life long interest in showjumping 
and dressage an interest to be shared with enthusiasm 
by auntie Suzie but only tolerated by Robert for his 
mother’s sake. Nevertheless by the 1970’s I can recall 
literally hundreds of trophies and ribbons in the house.

Brighton Beach was close at hand and readily accessible 
for the children by bicycle down Oaklands Rd. One 
family member reported that none of the numerous 
parents, uncles and aunts around seemed concerned 
when they all disappeared to the beach. By way of 
schooling, Robert used to ride ‘Turk’ the pony to 
Woodlands for Kindergarten. He would later ride the 
horse to Morphettville, where he caught the tram to 
Queens College in Barton Tce, North Adelaide. ‘Turk’ 
was left at stables near the tram stop during the day. 
Robert later attended St Peter’s College as a day boy 
before graduating to Roseworthy College in 1943 where 
in keeping with the family tradition of wine making he 
enrolled in the oenology course. Unfortunately, as war 
had broken out,  his course was cut short and he joined  
HMAS Ararat, a mine sweeper, in the tropics as a naval 
seaman. He was discharged from the Navy in 1946. 

On 21 December 1949, Robert married Rosemary 
Nannette Edwards, here in Christ Church, North 
Adelaide, after which his father sent him to Melbourne 
where he was successful in establishing a Victorian 
Branch of Hamilton’s Wines. On his return to Adelaide 
in 1956  Robert’s father  purchased a majority interest in 
the Company naming Robert General Manager. When 
his father Eric died of cancer in 1967 Robert became 
the fifth generation Chairman of Directors and General 
Manager of the Company. 
During this period, the family lived at Unley Park and 
then from 1965 in North Adelaide. Robert and Nan 
divorced in 1974. 

In 1975  Robert took a second wife Dorothy Downer
(nee Clampett). They were married in Maggie’s Tavern 
in Kent Town, South Australia. This was to prove an 
enduring and happy marriage for both Robert and ‘Doss’ 
who were happily anticipating  their 40th wedding 
anniversary  in January next year.  Robert and Doss 
lived in Robert’s great grandfather Henry Hamilton’s 
old house, next to the winery. In September 1979 five 
generations of family involvement with Hamiltons 
wines and the Marion area came to an end with the sale 
of the company to Mildara Wines Limited, now known 
as Treasury Wine Estates.  Robert and Doss retired to 
North Adelaide sharing their time there between the city 
and Cullroy, at Victor Harbor. In his last years Robert, 
the courteous and gentlemanly patriarch, enjoyed both 
his own and his extended family, especially the children. 
With the onset of some health problems and the death of 
his daughter, Edwina in 2012, Robert’s health began to 
decline. On 14th October 2014 he passed from this life 
in the loving care of the Mary Potter Hospice.
  ‘Rest in Peace Robert’           
                                          Mark Eric Hamilton
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                       The Langue                                                   Banners  of 1565 
       Aragon

 The Draper was the Leader of the Tongue of Aragon. He attended to the dress of the members of the 
Order and was responsible for the workshops in which garments were produced and stored. Aragon 
extended over the north-eastern peninsula on the Mediterranean coast. It was later joined with Castille 
to become present day Spain eventually ensuring the death blow to Moorish domination in Europe. 
The title of Draper evolved to become the title we now call Grand Herald.   

  
 Programme

For 2015

Mon April 20    12noon     Regular meeting  NMAF Club
Mon May  18    12noon              Regular meeting -partners NMAF Club
Friday June 26       Investiture Christ Church Nth Adelaide
Saturday June 27       Chapter Meeting  Christ Church   NA
Mon  July 20     12noon     Regular Meeting  NMAF Club
Mon August 17  12noon             Regular Meeting-partners  NMAF Club
Sep  20 Siege of Malta    Charity Luncheon - partners  NMAF Club
Mon Oct 19       Regular Meeting  NMAF Club

The Monasterio de Nuestra Señora de Piedra (Monastery of our Lady of Stone) is located besides the Piedra (Stone) River. It is 
undoubtedly one of the most visited places in Aragon because of the many gardens and waterfalls created by the river located in 
the Piedra (Stone) Canyon. This attraction has become a place of rest and recreation for tourists.
The Monasterio de Piedra is in one of the most barren areas of Spain. Its origins date back to 1194, when Alfonso II of Aragon, 
and his wife Doña Sancha donated an old Moorish castle to the monks of Poblet to build a monastery and to establish the Chris-
tian faith in the area.


