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Report by the Prior South Australia 

Finally, I want to thank all of the 

members of the PAC and our mem-

bers generally for their support in 

helping me to settle into my new role 

as Prior. 

Chevalier David Wotton AM CJSJ 

Prior.  
 
 
 

Officers of the Priory 
Prior 

Chev. Hon. David Wotton AM  JP CJSJ  

Vice Prior 

Chev Tony Woods CGSJ 

Vice Prior 

Chev David Klingberg AO KSJ 

Vice Chancellor 

Chev. Robert Black AM RFD CGSJ  

Chaplain 

Chev Rev Keith Brice KSJ 

Chamberlain 

Dame Bin Irwin DGSJ  

Secretary  

Chev. David Wilckens CGSJ 

Treasurer 

Chev. Peter Robertson KGSJ 

Hospitaller 

Chev. Dr Harold Lane OAM CGSJ 

Function Coordinator 

Dame Jillian Moore DGSJ 

Grand Priory Council Members 

Chev. Brian North AO, RFD, GCSJ Deputy 

Grand Prior 

Chev. David Wilckens CGSJ Grand Priory Secre-

tary 

Dame Dr. Rosemary Brooks DGSJ  Grand Priory 

Hospitaller 

Prior Hon. David Wotton AM, CJSJ 

Chev. Prof. Tony Woods GCSJ 
Chev.Peter Herriman RFD, KSJ 

Senior Members in the Order 

Grand Prior Emeritus 

Bailiff Emeritus Victor Techritz AM GCSJ CMSJ 

Prior Emeritus  

Bailiff Emeritus The Hon. Roger Goldsworthy AO 

GCSJ  CMSJ 

As this is my first report to Le Chevalier may I say what a 

privilege it is to serve as Prior of the South Australian Priory 

and I look forward to working closely with the officers and 

members of our Priory. I’m sure I speak for all of our mem-

bers in thanking Chevalier Brenton Mollison CJSJ for the 

leadership that he has provided to our Priory over the last 

three years.  

 

As the new Prior, I am keen to encourage, and look forward 

to receiving, feedback from the Priory Administrative Council 

(PAC) and our individual members as it relates to the running 

of our Priory. It is for this reason that I circulated members to 

determine whether the format for our Investiture and Chapter 

meeting this year should be repeated next year.  This year 

the Grand Priory Chapter meeting was held in Adelaide on 

the same day as our Investiture and Chapter meeting and, 

while there was some uncertainty about how everything 

might fit together, the two meetings finished in good time for 

us to move into Christ Church for our Investiture. This Ser-

vice, once again, proved to be a very moving occasion with 

eight new Knights and Dames being invested by our Grand 

Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ.  

 

The Ven. Archdeacon John Collas OAM retired in June as 

Grand Priory Prelate after a long period of wonderful service 

to the Order and we thank him most sincerely. I announced 

at the July Priory meeting that I had appointed Chev. Rev. 

Keith Brice KSJ as our Chaplain with John as Assistant 

Chaplain. I would like to thank them both for the support that 

they provided in the preparation and conducting of the Inves-

titure. We were also pleased to welcome Rev. David O’Neill 

KGSJ from Tasmania who has now replaced John as Prel-

ate, for breaking his holiday to attend our Investiture and for 

providing the Homily. 

 

The organising of our various events and special occasions 

is the responsibility of our Functions Committee under the 

leadership of Dame Jill Moore DGSJ. It is not an easy task 

satisfying everybody’s wishes on these occasions, however, 

I’m sure that we all agreed that the luncheon following our 

Investiture was most successful and an occasion enjoyed by 

all. 

 

Our Priory is indebted to Chev Michael Evans KGSJ for the 

service that he has provided as Treasurer. Michael has re-

tired from this position and we now welcome Chev Peter 

Robertson KGSJ as our Treasurer and a member of the 

PAC. I would also like to thank Chev. Ian Webber AO CGSJ, 

a former Vice Prior, who has retired from the PAC. Our two 

Vice Priors Chev. Tony Woods CGSJ and Chev. David Kling-

berg AO KSJ, have joined the PAC. Page 2 



  
 

This year, for the first time, the Annual Chapter 
meetings were held on the morning of the In-
vestiture, as has been the practice in Victoria. It 
was an experiment, not simply to follow their 
example, but to allow our visitors to return home 
more expeditiously. It led to a number of per-
haps unforeseen consequences, none fatal, 
that are worthy of consideration. 

The interval between Chapter meeting at 0900 
and Service at 1100 left a gap that might have 
been a problem for spouses in one car families. 
It is perhaps a trivial observation, but it meant 
also that those promoted at the Chapter meet-
ing entered the procession “regimentally un-
dressed”. In addition, our Prior elect’s post nom-
inals were thereby incorrect, as printed in the 
Order of Service. 

Priory Chapter Meeting.  

This is our Annual General Meeting, as it were. 
But the annus differs between reports: for most 
it is from Investiture to Investiture.  For the 
Treasurer, however, it is for the previous Calen-
dar year. Reports from the majority of office 
holders had been circulated by email, and there 
was perhaps little need for detailed discussion. 
Nor did Prior Brenton call for any, as he per-
ceived that there would be insufficient time. 
They were all passed, with only one amend-
ment over a Greek or Latin etymological matter. 
The Prior’s report was read, and was seen pub-
lished in Le Chevalier, copies of which were 
distributed at the meeting. 

 The proposed list of office bearers was passed 
also. Nine members were elevated in rank, and 
presented with diplomas. The eight Donats 
soon to be invested were acknowledged with 
applause. They, and those promoted, were 
warmly congratulated. Those retiring from of-
fice, in particular Prior Brenton and Prelate 
John, were also thanked and acknowledged.  
As the Annual Chapter meeting is the only oc-
casion when members are presented the oppor-
tunity to question decisions of policy or practice, 
perhaps more time might be set aside in future. 
Did we need a break for coffee and biscuits? 

Grand Chapter Meeting. 

This was the first occasion for many in SA to 
meet our new Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Peter Wilt-

shire OSJ, and Victoria’s Prior, Dame Barbara 
Abley AM DJSJ. We were charmed by their man-
ner and presentation. Dame Barbara’s report was 
remarkably comprehensive and included some 
initiatives on which we in SA may reflect. Their 
links with the Maltese Community is of particular 
interest. The report on the Shrine of Remem-
brance Service, commemorating the 74th Anniver-
sary of the Island’s award of the George Cross, 
can now be read in The International Herald. 

Chancellor Chev Brian North’s report mainly con-
cerned the amendments to our Constitution, for 
which he paid tribute to Chev Trevor Olsson’s 
work and expertise. Its “harmonisation” with the 
OSJ Manual (aka Malta Rules) remains incom-
plete, but the “key signature” is closer. Although 
previously circulated by email, these amend-
ments had not been discussed at the SA Priory 
Administrative Council. It came as a surprise, 
therefore, that we were asked to approve the new 
Constitution. And then to agree to Victoria’s fur-
ther amendment.   

Proposing that new members (of just a year) 
should be given due respect by allowing them to 
propose others is perhaps non-controversial. We 
agreed to it. Whether Malta will let us get away 
with it is another question. Allowing members to 
enter the Order as a Serving Brother or Serving 
Sister (or Esquire or Page!) may puzzle us but 
cause no concern. It seems to be needed in Tas-
mania. It has always been a (Malta Rules) provi-
sion, ‘though the Most Venerable Order found it 
to be anachronistic, and abolished the titles a 
decade ago. But if Priors and Bailiffs have to re-
tire at 80 why should members not do so from the 
other offices? 

As it happened the meetings concluded satisfac-
torily, and in time for us to line up and process to 
Chev Oswald’s stirring piping of “Highland Cathe-
dral”, without undue distress or anxiety. 

Chevalier Robert Black. AM, RFD, CGSJ 
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The Chapter Meetings Saturday June  18 



At11.00am, the start of the Service of Investiture, a 

Thanksgiving and the Installation of the New Prior was 

heralded by a superb fanfare. The Procession followed 

piper Chevalier the Hon. John Oswald playing the very 

stirring, and my favourite, Highland Cathedral. I doubt 

there was any person in the congregation not moved 

and inspired by this. Throughout the Service the Choir 

was superb. 

After the Homily, the Investiture Vows, dedicating our 

lives to the service of Christ and the poor, were con-

ducted by the Chaplain. Then one at a time, each As-

pirant knelt before the Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Peter 

Wiltshire OSJ to have bestowed upon them, the rank 

of either Dame of Honour or Knight of Honour. This 

moment cemented for me the close relationship I 

would have with the Order. 

The Service continued with the acknowledgement of 

the service to the Order given by the Retiring Prior of 

South Australia, Chevalier Brenton Mollison CJSJ. The 

new Prior of South Australia, Chevalier David Wotton 

AM CJSJ was Installed followed by a beautiful Anthem 

sung by the Choir, prayers of thanks and dedication. 

After the formalities at Christ Church, the Celebration 

Luncheon was held at Pavilion on the Park restaurant. 

Between courses from a delicious menu, toasts were 

given and a warm welcome to the new Dames and 

Knights by Prior the Hon Chevalier David Wotton. A 

highlight was the presentation by Chevalier Don Sarah 

of a donation from the Order to Mary Potter Founda-

tion.  

On behalf of all new Dames and Knights, we look for-

ward to the contribution we are prepared to make, and 

dedication we will give throughout our lives, to the Or-

der of Saint John.  

Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DSJ  
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The world is a very different place to the one it 

was 15 years ago, so as a person who likes tradi-

tion and has a strong sense of heritage and histo-

ry, and importantly a practising Christian, being 

asked to join the Order of St John of Jerusalem 

Knights Hospitaller – Australasia was a great privi-

lege.   

Having decided to join the Order after careful con-

sideration, I embarked on a fascinating and tradi-

tional journey that I have been asked to write 

about. The 18
th
 June 2016 was a very special day 

when Dianne Margaret Davidson AM, Graeme 

Edwin Gatley, Carolyn Edith Grantskalns, James 

Wilson Howard AM RFD, Robert Michael Kenne-

dy, the Hon Robert David Lawson QC RFD, Patri-

cia Virginia Ward Murray and myself, Leonie Jane 

Clyne OAM, were Invested into the Order.  

The Investiture rehearsal was held on the evening 

of the 15
th
 June, a cold, crisp night that gave 

Members and Aspirants an opportunity to either 

catch up again or meet for the first time. On enter-

ing Christ Church, North Adelaide, the beautiful 

new mantles were draped in position for each of 

the Aspirants, a welcoming touch that ignited the 

sense of tradition and heritage we were to be-

come part of and expected to continue. We were 

guided by ‘old hands’ through the paces to be fol-

lowed during the Investiture on the next Saturday.   

Before the Investiture on the 18th, at 9.00am, the 

2016 Priory Chapter Meeting was held in the 

Church Hall, giving Aspirants a further and im-

portant opportunity to meet Members and settle 

into the activities of a very busy day.  

As the Agenda and other papers, including the 

South Australian Orders’ Annual Reports and Fi-

nancials had been circulated prior to the day, it 

had given the Aspirants the opportunity to learn 

more about the Order, which I found extremely 

useful. Being present during the meeting and lis-

tening to the various speakers, gave clarity to the 

functions and work of the Order.  

             The 2016 Investiture and Celebration Lunch 
           through the Eyes of an Aspirant 
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Investiture 2016  
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Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DSJ 

Adelaide born and educated, Leonie married Robert Clyne during their second year at Flin-
ders University, where she completed her BA(Psychology) in 1977. 

After a brief career with SAPOL, ending as an Assistant Police Prosecutor, Leonie had two 
children, lectured in child psychology and established her corporate clothing business in 
1988. 

Leonie is still Managing Director of that company, Angus Clyne Australia and also manages 
Cutting Edge Clothing Manufactures, another family company.   

Leonie has held positions on a range of business and education boards, including the Australian National Train-
ing Authority, the Wool Development Board, the Reserve Bank Small Business Finance Advisory Panel and the 
Australia Day Council. For many years, Leonie was an Advocate for the Festival Centre. 

Early in her business life, Leonie was GIO’s National Rising Star, with Angus Clyne being listed for three years 
in BRW’s Top 100 Fastest Growing Private Companies in Australia.   

In 2015 Leonie was awarded an OAM. 

Present positions include Deputy Chancellor, Flinders University, a Governor on the Board of the Ikon Institute 
and Chair of their Academic Board, with a recent appointment to the Defence Reserves Support Council, South 
Australia. 

St Columba, Hawthorn, is Leonie’s Church, and she enjoys spending time with her husband, children and their 
three delightful granddaughters. 

 Dame Di Davidson AM DSJ 

Having been on a mixed farm in rural South Australia and with a natural affinity for all 
things rural, Di completed a degree in Agricultural Science at the University of Adelaide 
and a Master of Science at James Cook University. She is a Fellow of the Academy of 
Technological Sciences and Engineering and of the Australian Institute of Agricultural Sci-
ence.  

Di worked in agricultural industries throughout her life-predominantly in the viticultural and 
wine industries, but also in horticulture. After running her consultancy business for 30 
years both in Australia and overseas, she is now enjoying working on Federal Government reforms in the water 
policy area (Murray Darling Basin Plan) and in Plant Biosecurity research. 

An excellent education at boarding school at Seymour College (then PGC), and residence at St Ann’s College 
whilst studying at the University of Adelaide has resulted in her ongoing passionate support for education, par-
ticularly to these institutions. She is currently Deputy Chancellor at the University of Adelaide.  

Di is an enthusiastic gardener on a large scale at her property in the Adelaide Hills and takes much enjoyment 
from classical music, including voice, chamber and symphony.   

She is an active parishioner at the Church of Epiphany in Crafers and with her late husband Keith Smith, has 
always supported Anglicare and Anglican missions.   Their daughter Belinda, lives with her husband and one-
year-old daughter Ruby in Berri.  Despite all her commitments, her family does come first and the joys of grand-
motherhood are boundless ! 

In 2015, she was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia for services to the wine industry, horticulture 
and higher education.   

Our new Dames and Knights 
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Chevalier Graeme Gatley KSJ 

Graeme was born in Walkerville in 1951. After completing his education at Linden Park Pri-
mary School and then Adelaide Technical High School he started a Cadetship with Elders 
Pastoral Company. 

After a short period of time at Elder’s Head office, Graeme was transferred to their Wool De-
partment where he worked initially in the office then in the Technical Department and finally 
as a Senior Wool Auctioneer and Valuer.  

Having successfully completed study at TAFESA, the University of Adelaide and South Aus-
tralia, recruitment by TAFESA soon followed. As Head of School he was instrumental in relocating his faculty 
initially to Cheltenham and ultimately to the Roseworthy Campus of the University of Adelaide. 

Following a placement as Principal Curriculum Officer, Primary Industries, Graeme was seconded to the Cham-
ber of Mines and Energy and ETSA Utilities to develop training programs for both industries. With a Federal 
Government Scholarship to complete a post graduate degree in Career Counselling, Graeme’s final teaching 
role was with the Education Department working with High School students from low socio economic and rural 
schools. 

Away from the classroom, Graeme has been actively involved in cricket and men’s lacrosse at both the state 
and international level. Cricket scoring of a World Cup match between Australia and Sri Lanka and Managing 
the Australian Lacrosse Team at World Championships in England and the USA were certainly highlights. 

Retirement has allowed him time to pursue a range of volunteer interests. Whilst still in primary school his father 
sadly passed away due to his war service so Graeme started an association with the Legacy Club of Adelaide 
that continues to this very day. Complementing this work with Legacy youth and widows, Graeme has been in-
volved with an Educational Board and Trust associated with the Department of Veterans Affairs as well as his 
local RSL Sub Branch and serving the community as a Justice of the Peace. 

 

Dame Carolyn Grantskalns DSJ 

Carolyn Grantskalns was educated at Wilderness School and then at the University of Ade-

laide and the Adelaide College of Advanced Education. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 

and a Graduate Certificate of Education. 

Carolyn is currently the Chief Executive of the Association of Independent Schools of South 

Australia (AISSA). She was formerly, the Principal of Lowther Hall Anglican Grammar School, 

an Anglican girls' school in Essendon and prior to that Principal of Wilderness School in Me-

dindie. 

In Melbourne she was Chair of the Victorian Branch of the Association of Heads of Independent Schools 

(AHISA) and member of the national AHISA Board, and is now an honorary member of that organisation. She 

was Secretary of Girls Sport Victoria and a member of the Parish Council of the Moonee Ponds Anglican 

Church. In Adelaide she was Secretary of the SA branch of AHISA, Chair of the Industrial Relations Committee 

of AISSA, President of AISSA and a member of the Advisory Committee to the Minister of Education. In addition 

she served on the National Board of the Independent Schools Council of Australia. 

She is a Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and currently a Board member of the Educa-
tion and Early Childhood Services Regulations and Standards Board, a member of the Australian Council of Ed-
ucational Leadership and of the Australian College of Educators and a member of the Professional Standards 
Committee of the Dioceses of Adelaide, Willochra and the Murray.. Carolyn was also a member of the St Ann’s 
University College Council and a member of the Board of the Teacher Credit Union SATISFAC   

Carolyn married Ervin Grantskalns in 1978 and has a step-daughter, Katerina. She reads voraciously and is a 

member of 3 Book Clubs. She and her husband are avid Norwood Football Club and Essendon fans. 
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Chevalier  James Howard AM RFD KSJ 

Jim Howard graduated as a Bachelor of Economics in Maths and Economics from Flinders University 

and gained a Masters of Business Administration degree from the University of South Australia. He 

had a career for 24 years at John Martins culminating in the role of Director of Stores and Operations. 

He was Managing Director of the Friendly Society Medical Association - National Pharmacies and over 

17 years built the organisation to 60 pharmacies, 22 Optical stores and a PBS drug wholesaler. He 

was Federal President of the Australian Friendly Societies Pharmacies Association for 16 years and a 

Director of Lifeplan Australia Friendly Society for ten years. 

An interest in education of young people has led him to roles at Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia the 

University of South Australia, St Ann’s University College and St Dominic’s Priory College. He served for 47 years in the Roy-

al Australian Navy and Reserves including postings as Executive officer on patrol boats and in Intelligence. 

Jim was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia “For service to the Australian pharmaceutical industry through execu-

tive roles, to legislative reform, and to the financial management and education sectors”. 

 Jim and his wife Fulvia have two daughters and three grandchildren. He is a philatelist specialising in British Asia and enjoys 

history, golf and being the household sommelier. 

Chevalier The Hon. Robert Lawson QC RFD KSJ 

Robert Lawson was born at Tanunda and graduated in Law and Arts  from the Adelaide Uni-
versity.  

 He practised law; first as a partner at Fisher Jeffries & Co, solicitors, and then as a barrister 
at the independent Bar at Jeffcott Chambers.  He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1988 
and is a former President of the South Australian Bar Association. 

He was a member of the RAAF Specialist Reserve and retired with the rank of Wing Com-
mander. He was awarded the Reserve Forces Decoration. 

In 1993 Robert was elected to the Legislative Council in the South Australian Parliament.   

He held various portfolios in the Olsen Liberal Government between 1997-2001 including Minister for Workplace 
Relations, Minister for Administrative Services and Minister for Disability Services and the Ageing.  He was ap-
pointed Attorney-General and Minister for Consumer Affairs in the Kerin Government. 

Later he was Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council, Shadow Attorney-General and Shadow 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. He retired from Parliament in 2010. 

Robert is presently Chairman of the Carrick Hill Development Foundation Inc., a board-member of the Law 
Foundation of South Australia and a Trustee of the Playford Memorial Trust. He has retired from legal practice 
and enjoys golf, sailing and reading. 

Robert is a member of the Anglican Parish of Mitcham. He met his wife Delysia at Law School and their 2 adult 
children live in Sydney. 



Dame Patricia Murray DSJ 

Patsy Murray was born in Perth, Western Australia and gained a degree as Bachelor of Ap-

plied Science (Occupational Therapy) from Curtin University graduating in 1976. She com-

menced her professional career as an Occupational Therapist at Royal Perth Hospital and 

over the following eight years she worked in neurology, hand therapy, urology, oncology and 

orthopedics.  During her professional life in Perth, Patsy also worked at the Royal Perth Reha-

bilitation Hospital, Veterans Affairs and the Salvation Army Hospital. 

1991 saw Patsy working at the Bunbury Regional Hospital and in 1992 she established a private practice as an 

Occupational Therapist which she ran for five years. Throughout her eight years in Bunbury she was actively 

involved in her children’s school.  

In 1998 the family relocated to Canberra where Patsy served as a guide at the National Gallery of Australia for 

a busy eleven years.   She became a member of the Women's International Group which supported the wives 

of overseas diplomats residing in Canberra and of the Children's Medical Research Institute, and was again 

actively involved in the school community.  

In 2010 Patsy and her husband Simon relocated to Adelaide and in 2011 she joined the Council of Walford An-

glican School for Girls.  She served on the Selection Committee to appoint the new Principal and sits on the 

Fundraising Committee and the Masterplan Committee.  Patsy is also involved in the Zonta breast cushion pro-

ject.  She continues her interest in art and in 2015 joined the Cathedral Art Exhibition Committee.  Patsy is Pa-

tron of the Mission Guild and a member of Friends of the Chapel at St Peter's College and an active member of 

the Yalari Indigenous scholarship committee. 

Patsy and Simon, have two married adult children, Julia and Charles and two grandchildren residing interstate.    
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Chevalier Robert Kennedy KSJ 

Bob is a chartered accountant.  He holds a public practice certificate and holds diplomas in 
System Analysis, Financial Planning and Financial Services. He is a Life Member of the Aus-
tralian Institute of Management, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, 
Fellow of the Australian Tax Institute and an Associate of the Governance Institute of Austral-
ia.   

He is known for his stamina, his ability to think independently across a wide range of issues, 
his unstinting availability and his extensive knowledge of the mining industry where he has 
taken appointments to boards in the resources sector. He is currently chair of five Australian 
mining company boards and of National Pharmacies.  

He vacated office as Chairman of Beach Energy Ltd in 2012 where he was Chairman for 17 years and a non-
executive director for almost 21 years, he led the company from near insolvency to a market cap of around 
$1.8bn in 2012. 

Bob was Chairman of the University of Adelaide's Institute of Minerals and Energy Resources for 5 years ending 
in late 2014, was mentor in AICD's diversity program and regularly presents on topics relating to directors within 
the AICD. In 2013 and 2015 he served on a panel at the CGI Glass Lewis Remuneration Seminar.  

He was awarded Entrepreneur of the Year (“EOY”) in the Ernst & Young Central Region awards in the listed 
category in 2011.  He was the Chairman of judges for the EOY 2013 – 2015 for the central unit and a National 
judge for those years. 
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The Great Siege of Malta 

 
Let us imagine ourselves in the Mediterranean, four and half 

centuries ago, at the middle of the 16th Century. Christians 

and Muslims had been fighting for hundreds of years, and 

now things were getting quite critical.  The Ottoman Empire in 

Turkey had grown to be the superpower in the region.  Its 

brilliant and forceful leader, Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, 

had been waging a successful holy war and expanding his 

empire by conquest. 

 
In four decades the Ottoman armies had not suffered a major 

defeat.  His vast empire now spanned all of the Middle East, 

all of North Africa and all of Eastern Europe and was pushing 

through Western Europe as far as the walls of Vienna.  Chris-

tians who resisted him were killed or enslaved; those who 

surrendered were absorbed into his empire but had to pay a 

special tax: they had to give up some of their sons who were 

forcibly converted to Islam and serve the sultan in Istanbul.  

The fittest and brightest were enlisted as his personal guards, 

the Janissaries. 

 

These Janissaries were elite storm troopers; they were for-

bidden to marry so that they would be unencumbered by fam-

ily ties but were honoured as the finest of the army. 

Suleiman was not only the political leader but as caliph he 

was also Islam’s supreme spiritual leader, uniting all Muslims.  

In contrast, Christian Europe was divided by religious differ-

ences, wars and by ancient rivalries. 

 
Now, on the tiny island of Malta there was a small band who 

bitterly resisted the Muslims: the Order of St John of Jerusa-

lem Knights Hospitaller.  Drawn exclusively from European 

nobility, they took vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.  

The Order had been formed originally to tend to pilgrims to 

the Holy Land but later became more belligerent in defending 

them as well.  They had been decisively beaten in battles in 

the Middle East, had been evicted from their previous base 

on the Island of Rhodes and now were housed on the tiny 

island of Malta in the middle of the Mediterranean. 

 
They did what they could by sallying out to harass Turkish 

shipping but with only five fighting galleys they were of no 

strategic significance and could only act as an irritant to the 

mighty Ottoman Empire.  But they became a persistent itch 

that had to be scratched. 

 

Early in the 1560s they seriously annoyed the Sultan when, in 

three separate sea battles, they captured three senior figures 

close the Sultan himself, so that finally he was moved to act 

against the Knights.  However, the Sultan was not motivated 

by emotion alone: he understood the strategic value of Malta, 

situated at the centre of the Mediterranean close to Sicily: 

Malta would give him a base from which to dominate shipping 

and thrust into what Winston Churchill would later call the soft 

underbelly of Europe. 

 

So in early 1565 he assembled a large force of 360 ships and 

30.000 men, including 4,000 Janissaries.  Christian spies in 

Istanbul could see the preparations for an amphibious assault 

but could only guess where the blow would fall.  Anticipating 

an attack, the Grand Master of the Order recalled all its 

Knights from their estates in Europe and hastily strengthened 

Malta’s defences around the only safe harbour in the south of 

the island.  He stocked up with war materiel and provisions 

and moved all civilians into fortresses.  To defend the island 

he had only 500 knights, 2,600 soldiers and about 5.000 civil-

ians.  They were outnumbered 5 to 1 by seasoned Muslim 

warriors. 

 
The local Maltese population were ethnically related to the 

Arabs but had been Christians since the first Century when St 

Paul was shipwrecked there. They knew too well what threat-

ened them, as they had been raided many times by Arabs;  

14 years ago Muslims had ransacked their small northern 

island of Gozo and taken off 5,000 civilians – almost its entire 

population – as slaves. So the Maltese were more than will-

ing to join in defending their families and homes. 

 
There is not time tonight to give an account of the fierce 

fighting that followed.  It was bitter and bloody and there was 

much heroism exhibited on both sides.  The Turks were very 

experienced in siege warfare and had brought heavy artillery 

including massive guns that could fire huge stone cannon-

balls weighing 72kg. With these they gradually broke down 

the defences. 

 

Time and again the Muslims surged over the ramparts to 

come within a hair’s breadth of victory, only to be driven back.  

In some skirmishes the local Maltese, fighting bravely, made 

the critical difference. After 4 months of fighting both sides 

were totally drained. It was a battle of attrition which favoured 

the Turks. By this time half the knights had been killed; of the 

original 8,000 defenders only about 600 could still stand and 

fight.  The end was near. 

 
Then just in time, a relief force of 10,000 Spanish troops ar-

rived.  They landed in the north of the island and the Turks 

swung around to engage them.  The newcomers were eager 

and fresh whereas the Turks were worn out and were routed. 
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Hon Consul for Malta in South Australia,  

Mr Frank Scicluna OAM 

Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 

Large numbers were massacred as they retreated in 

confusion to board their ships, never to return.  The site 

of this final battle had special significance for the Mal-

tese: it was the bay where St Paul had been ship-

wrecked 15 centuries before.  For the first time in dec-

ades there was a check to the inexorable spread of the 

Ottoman power. 

 

So tonight we celebrate the anniversary of this great 

victory on the 8
th
 September 1565, when Muslim forces 

suffered their first major setback at the hands of the 

Knights of our Order. 

Presentation by Chevalier Henry d, Assumpcao 
KJSJ 

Calibration of the Relief of Malta 

In spite of it being a cold wet stormy night 50 people at-

tended the celebration of the relief of the Siege of Malta 

on the 8th September. It was a pleasure to see so many 

of our long standing faithful members present.  

Chevalier Henry d,Assumpcao spoke of the history of 

Malta, the Siege and the Relief. We were honoured to 

have the Consul for Malta, Frank Scicluna and his wife 

join us. The Consul gave a short address and presented 

the Priory with a copy of his book “Malta The Nurse Of 

The Mediterranean”. 

Members and partners enjoyed the food, wine and com-

pany whilst entertained by a delightful trio of young musi-

cians from the Conservatorium,  

Dame Jill Moore DGSJ 



Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 



them. The most important of these, for us, was Bel-
voir which looks over the Jordan Valley, 20km south 
of Tiberius. It is easy to imagine what an 
“impregnable” base for the St John Hospitallers this 
must have been 800 years ago. Nevertheless, it was 
occupied only for 21 years before falling after an 18-
month siege. 

This siege only occurred after most of Belvoir’s 
knights had been lured to the disastrous battlefield 
nearby that came to be called the ‘Horns of Hattim’. 
In 1187 Saladin inflicted the most devastating defeat 
of the European combined armies, in large part by 
literally cutting off their water supply. We walked 
about here near the two-peaked hill (two horns) that 
once was a small volcano. 

In Jerusalem we found the ancient Church of the St 
John Hospitallers, not far from the Jaffa Gate. It is 
now an active Greek Orthodox church. Also, the cur-
rent Anglican Cathedral in Jerusalem has a chapel 
within it named for St John. This chapel has red 
crosses on the pews and a colourful window of John 
the Baptist baptising Jesus in the Jordan river. Also, 
in Madaba (in Jordan) we found, near the site of St 
John’s murder, a Catholic church of St John which 
has a very active Christian congregation. Also, inter-
estingly, this Madaba church contains, way under-

ground, an ancient Moabite well. In this land of Moab, 
the city of Madaba happened to be rebuilt about 100 
years ago by refugee Christians. Both Jordan and 
Israel have thousands of real and fascinating stories. 

Chevalier Dr Baden Teague KSJ  

 

The “Holy Land Visit 2015 

In  May 2015 my wife, Kathy, and I visited Jordan and 
Israel for four weeks. We travelled by ourselves main-
ly in self-drive cars. On the West Bank we had a Pal-
estinian (citizen of Israel) driver. There were no mis-
haps. We visited everything on our long list. We felt 
very enlightened by all that we saw. 

We were intent to understand more carefully the Old 
and New Testaments of the Bible. We wanted to see 

the lay of the land. Our visits included Amman, Je-
rash, Madaba, Petra, the Jordan River and the Dead 
Sea in what is now Jordan. Our visits included Galilee, 
Acre, Megiddo, Jerusalem, Hebron, Jericho and Mt 
Gerazim in what is now Israel and the occupied terri-
tory. 

Although we had been reading the Scriptures all our 
lives, we experienced a wonderful sense of enlighten-
ment everywhere. For example, we freshly under-
stood the ‘shape’ and layout of old Jerusalem; the 
significance of the patriarch’s tombs in Hebron; the 
rocks on the top of Mt Gerazim together with the 
views down to Shechem and over to Ebal. It was im-
mensely moving to stand on the shore of Lake Galilee 
where St Peter was reconciled with our Lord. Also, the 
Israel Museum’s exhibition of the Dead Sea scrolls 
and other Biblical manuscripts is truly magnificent. 
Spiritually alive places for us were Bethel and Peniel, 
but there is no structure nor any memorial at either of 
these significant places: it was enough for us to be 
there and to see the lay of the land. 

I am a member of the Order of St John of Jerusalem 
and our own Priory is in Adelaide in South Australia. 
We wanted then, in addition to our biblical interest, to 
visit St John Hospitaller sites from the Middle Ages. 
The fortified castles at Karak, Shawback, Ajloun, Akko 
(Acre) and Belvoir are still standing and we visited 
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Earlier this year Michael and Beverley cruised on the Queen 

Mary 2 from Dubai to London through the Suez Canal visiting 

Cyprus, the Holy Lands and Spain amongst other places. 

They toured Kolossi Castle in Cyprus that holds a significant 

place in the history of the Hospitallers. The original building 

built around 1210 by King Hugh 1 and given to the Hospitallers 

was adjacent to the present 3 level Norman Military Castle in 

perfect condition built by the Hospitallers in 1454. The Castle 

accessed by a short drawbridge was taken over from 1306-13 

by the Grand Commandery of the Knights Templar before Pope 

Clement V ordered it be given back to the Hospitallers who 

used it as an outpost from Rhodes. They left Cyprus in 1488; 

the castle was partially rebuilt in the early 16th century. 

Richard the Lionheart used the original site prior to the 3rd Cru-

sade 1189-92. He married in Cypress, Princess Berengaria of 

Navarre and declared himself Lord of Cyprus and the Princess, 

Queen of England, a country she never visited; she outlived 

Richard by 40 years. 

The next part of the land component was from the port city of 

Haifa in Israel to Jerusalem and Bethlehem, a must for any 

traveller passing this way with Christain or historical values. 

The tour began by visiting the Garden of Gethsemane with its` 

ancient olive trees below the Temple Dome before entering the 

Church of All Nations, the Gethsemane Basilica opposite the 

old walled part of Jerusalem. From here it is a short drive to 

Bethlehem, mostly in the Palestinian sector and a visit to the 

Church of Nativity built 630 AD after the previous church was 

destroyed, and having been built by Helena in 330 AD. Her son 

Constantine bought Christianity to the Romans. The Church is 

built over the birthplace of Jesus of Nazareth and is accessible 

to all who visit. A short drive back to the old walled city section 

of Jerusalem where we visit the West Wall so revered by the 

Jews, today being their Passover Day, crowds and security 

presence and very visible. We then walk up the final part of 

Via Dolorosa (Way of Sorrows), the final walk of the Stations 

of the Cross to Calvary from the Temple Dome site to the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre built on the crucifixion and buri-

al site. It is believed the Hospitallers built their first hospital 

adjacent to the Church. The dome above this Church was 

built by the Crusaders.  

A disturbing side of this tour was seeing the wall being built 

by Israel to control Palestinian movement and would be 

700km long if ever completed, some see it as land-grab by 

Israel while some locals say the Palestinians deserve their 

own homeland. 

The third place of interest visited was Seville an hours` drive 

from Cadiz and particularly the Church of Mary of the See, 

Seville Cathedral and the largest Gothic Cathedral on earth 

built between 1401 and 1506 on the foundations of a previous 

Moor Islamic Mosque. The Bell tower is the actual Mosque 

Minaret. The organ is reputed to have 16,000 pipes, there are 

80 side altars and the gold covered area behind the main 

altar is 27 x 18 m and is the final resting place of Columbus. 

Two Roman Emperors, Trajan and Hadrian where born here. 

Seville would be the loveliest smaller city we have visited. 

Chevalier Michael Willson AM KSJ  

The Knight of St John Hospitallers in Cyprus  

plus other sites 

Kolossi Castle 

Garden of Gethsemane 
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These are a few excerpts from "The rule of the 

poor fellow- soldiers of Jesus Christ and of the 

Temple of Solomon arranged by St Bernard, and 

santioned by the Holy Fathers at the Council of 

Troyes, January14 in the year of Our Lord 1129, 

for the government and regulation of the monastic 

and military society of the Temple." 

It is divided into 72 heads or chapters, and is pre-

ceded by a short prologue, addressed"to all who 

disdain to follow after their own wills, and design 

with purity of mind to fight for the most high and 

true king"The first rule enjoins severe devotional 

exercises,self mortification, fasting, and prayer, 

and a constant attendance at Matins, Vespers, 

and on all services of the church. "If unable to at-

tend the regular service of God, the absent broth-

er is for Matins to say over 13 Pater-Nosters, for 

every hour seven and for Vespers nine." 

"The Brethren are, on all occasions to speak spar-

ingly, and to wear a grave and serious deport-

ment. They are to be constant in the exercise of  

Charity and Alms- giving, to have a watchful care 

over all sick Brethren, and support and sustain all 

old men. They are not to receive letters from their 

parents, relations or friends, without the licence of 

the master, and all gifts are immediately to be tak-

en to the latter, or to the Treasurer, to be disposed 

as he may direct. They are, moreover, to receive 

no service or attendance from a woman, and that 

commanded above all things, feminine kisses." 

"Let a repast of flesh three times a week suffice 

you, excepting at Christmas or Easter, or the feast 

of the Blessed Mary, or of All Saints. On Sunday 

we think clearly fitting and expedient that two 

messes of flesh should be served up to the 

Knights and the chaplains. But the rest, to wit, the 

Esquires and retainers, remain contented with 

one, and be thankful therefor. Two and two should 

in general eat together, that one may have an eye 

upon another" 

"Although the award of the poverty, which is the 

kingdom of heaven, be doubtless due to the poor, 

yet we command you to give daily unto the Almon-

er the tenth of your bread for distribution, a thing 

which the Christian religion surely recommends as 

regards the poor. To all professed Knights both in win-

ter and in summer, we give, if they can be procured 

white garments, that those who have cast behind them 

a dark life may know that they are to commend them-

selves to their creator by a pure white life. And unless 

every knight remained chaste he shall not come to 

perpetual rest, nor see God. Let all the Esquires and 

retainers be clothed in black garments, but if such 

cannot be found, let them have what can be procured 

in the province, so that they be of the one colour, and 

such that is of a meaner character, viz, brown. We 

have decreed that no brother wear skins or clothes, or 

anything serving as a covering for body in the winter, 

even a cassock made of skins except maybe the skins 

of lambs or rams. If a brother wishes as a matter of 

right or from motives of pride, to have the fairest or 

best habit, for such presumption without doubt he mer-

its the very worst." 

"To each of the knights let there be allotted three hors-

es. The noted poverty of the house of God, and the 

Temple of Solomon, does not at present permit an 

increase in the number, unless it be with the licence of 

the Master. For the same reason we grant unto each 

knight only one esquire; but if that esquire  serve any 

knights gratis, and for charity, it is not lawful to chide 

him, or to strike him for any fault. When in the field, 

after they have been sent to their quarters, no knight 

or esquire, or servant shall go to the quarters of other 

knight, to see them, or to speak to them without the 

order of the superior before mentioned" 

"Brothers who are journeying through different prov-

inces should observe the rule, so far as they are able, 

in the meat and drink, and live irrepoachably." 

"Lastly we hold  it is dangerous to all religion to gaze 

too much on the countenance of women; and there-

fore no brother shall presume to kiss neither widow, 

nor virgin, nor mother, nor sister nor aunt nor any oth-

er woman. Let the knighthood of Christ shun feminine 

kisses, through which men have often been drawn into 

danger, so that each, with a pure conscience and se-

cure life, may be able to walk everlastingly in the sight 

of God." 

Researched by Chevalier Brenton Mollison CJSJ 

 

Life with the mediaeval Knights Templers and their retainers.  

Aren't we lucky. 



Dr Jeff Nicholas KJSJ – Books he has 

published Recently 

The unrevealed history behind Adelaide’s street names 

in a book launched on the 23 May aims to stimulate 

discussion about South Australia’s colonial past and 

create a ‘narrative’ of opportunity and progress that 

boasts of the state’s social and economic advantages.  

Behind the Streets of Adelaide reveals the personal 

stories of the progressive men and women named in 

Adelaide’s streets on 23 May 1837 who shaped South 

Australia and the city of Adelaide. The weighty three-

volume tome, written by Dr Jeff Nicholas, establishes 

the connection between Britain’s Great Reform Act of 

1832 and South Australia as the first successful non-

penal colony, planned according to the economic princi-

ples of systematic colonisation, first proposed by Ed-

ward Gibbon Wakefield – named in one of Adelaide’s 

main streets.  

Systematic colonisation was founded on theories pro-

pounded by late-eighteenth century economic greats 

such as Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, David Ricardo 

and Colonel Robert Torrens. It involved exporting capi-

tal instead of labour. In the South Australian context, 

British emigrants brought ‘land orders’ ahead of their 

arrival. Capital raised from land sales was to fund the 

passage of further emigrants. The colony was to be   

self-sufficient and free of government funding.   

Dr Nicholas said the book aims to stimulate discussion 

that connects South Australians to the ‘can do’ attitude 

of our founders and to write a narrative for the state that 

‘plays to its strengths’.  

“in establishing the colony, the early settlers had a clear 

view of their priorities. They applied creativity, invest-

ment and a resolve to create a successful community in 

a remote location, far from familiar surroundings.    

The South Australian experiment sprang from a war-

ravaged, economically depressed Britain following the 

defeat of Napoleon and the unrest arising out of the 

industrial revolution. During this time a group of reform-

ers, mostly young, educated and privileged men and 

women known as the ‘Philosophical Radicals’ whose 

biographies feature in Dr Nicholas’s book-rallied for 

change in the British Parliament that heralded monu-

mental reform in Britain. 

“Key among these reforms was the passing of The 

South Australian Act 1834 and the establishment of the 
colony according to Wakefield’s principles of systematic  
 

colonisation as a means to reduce overpopulation and boost 

Britain’s economy” said Dr Nicholas.  

“The reformers’ calls for universal suffrage, religious freedom, 

free trade between nations and land transfer mechanisms 
that led to the Torrens Title System were all eventually sup-
planted in the Colony.”      
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Taking the extra time 

We spoke to Palliative Care Consultant 

Dr. Kathy Hauser about what makes the 

Mary Potter Hospice such a special place to 

work and how taking the extra time can make 

the end of life experience a little easier. 

“It’s the time and the care that makes the Mary Potter 

Hospice so exceptional. Whether you’re a doctor, 

patient or visitor, as soon as you walk through the doors 

at the Hospice you feel a sense of calm and peace. 

The quality medical care and the extra level of support 

from staff and volunteers, means that people in the 

Hospice are able to live out their final days by their 

own definitions of what it means to live. Once people 

are made comfortable by our medical treatment, the  

patient can focus on what’s important to them and  

make the most of what time is left. It can be the  

simplest of daily routines that the Hospice team  

take extra time with. Time to help someone to put 

on lipstick every day or making sure someone who loves 

toast for breakfast gets a warm slice every morning. 

It’s this attention to detail that doesn’t go unnoticed 

that truly helps people and their family. You can see 

straight away the difference this level of support 

makes, as it helps give meaning to each day and helps 

significantly reduce anxiety at a very stressful time in 

people’s lives.” 

It is without doubt the medical and nursing team who 

make the most important contribution to Hospice care – 

it is their compassionate, respectful and understanding 

care which aims to add to the quality of life for whatever 

time is left. Thank you for making this possible. 

The Langue Banners of 1565 

England 

The Grand Turcopolier was the Leader of the Tongue of England. 

Initially he was the commander of the light cavalry. The “Turcopoli” until the four-

teenth century was no more than a junior army officer, subordinate to the Mar-

shals, but in 1304 he was placed seventh in the hierarchy, 

The French Fleur-de-Lys on the English Coat of Arms is because of the large 

area of France captured at the Battle of Agincourt.  

Dr Kathy Hauser 


