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Report by the Prior South Australia 

It has been a great privilege for me to be the Prior in South Australia 

for the last 3 years, and I must say that despite certain turbulence it 

has been a very rewarding ,harrowing, but pleasurable experience.  

You have, I am sure read the reports of the Priory Officers: they do 

not however, in most cases, illustrate the keenness and effort that 

has been expended. On no occasion has there been a refusal when I 

have asked for help, which is why our Priory has remained so strong.  

Monthly meetings continue with a Member presenting on all occa-

sions what seems like professional aplomb! All presentations this 

year have been immensely interesting. On alternate months our part-

ners have a short business meeting and presentation, before attend-

ing the main meeting. Although the Honour Roll says that we have 

76 Members, 7 are in WA,2 in NSW, and 1 in Victoria; so there are 

really only 66 and of these most months 10 or so are overseas or ill, 

so an attendance of 50 is excellent. 

The recent Grand Prior recognised the abilities of five Members from 

SA when he appointed Chevaliers David Wotton, Tony Woods John 

Collas, and Dame Rosemary Brooks to the Grand Priory Council. I 

am sure that they will continue to serve equally well under Bailiff Pe-

ter Wiltshire. 

Chevalier Brian North, as Chancellor to the Grand Priory, has 

worked tirelessly in the background, and as the most experienced 

senior Member has kept the two Priors on the straight and nar-

row ,and the  Grand Prior also at times, I imagine. 

Chevalier Trevor Olsson has spent many many, hours ‘harmonising’ 

the Australasian Constitution  with the ‘Rules’ of  the Grand Magiste-

rium in Malta and the King Peter Constitution. This document was 

agreed to by the Grand Priory Council yesterday, and will be availa-

ble to all Members soon. 

Chevalier Robert Black, as Vice Chancellor, has managed a miracle 

by electronically joining the Membership list with the Honour Roll,  

Membership List, breakdown Matrix and the Website. Our website is 

of course the baby of Chevalier Henry  d’Assumpcao. Victoria and 

the Grand Priory are now using his work. Henry is always ‘busy’, but 

always has time to ‘fix’ it. 

Fifteen years or so ago Prior Doug Symons asked me to make a cer-

emonial Mace, which I did in an amateurish way. As bearer of the 

Mace, Chevalier Ian Webber asked if he could get it professionally 

improved . This has been done at his expense. Those of you who 

have not inspected it, I suggest that you do after this meeting. 

For the past 3 years, Dame Jill Moore has chaired the Functions 

Committee tirelessly arranging 5 functions each year. Thank you Jill. 

Dame Bin Irwin as Chamberlain, has for the first time in our history, 

complete control over the inventory of the ’Panoply’, and an excellent  

and necessary relationship with our tireless 

Treasurer Chevalier Michael Evans, whose 

books are the first that I have been able to 

understand. He is retiring through ill health 

and we all wish him well. 

Despite serious illnesses and many hospi-

tal admissions, Chevalier Mike Tyler has 

continued to raise many thousands of dol-

lars literally singlehandedly  through 

secondhand  book sales.   

Our hospitaller Chevalier Harold Lane has 

continued above and beyond the call of 

duty visiting sick and hospitalised members 

and sending Christmas cards to the wid-

ows. 

Chevalier Vili Milisits continues to feed us 

at our monthly meetings for which we are 

eternally grateful! 

Chevalier David Wilckens was also noticed 

by the previous Grand Prior so he now jug-

gles the secretaryship of our Priory and the 

Grand Priory. Can I now say that he is the 

most efficient and prospective thinking per-

son that I have ever known and that with-

out him my job would have been almost 

impossible!  

   Finally I must thank my wife Pam for all 

the work that she has done with the part-

ner’s meetings, and for calming my frustra-

tions when necessary. 

  In summary can I thank you all for not 

‘volunteering’  but really volunteering. An 

example was at the recent Film evening 

when 38  people worked !We really are a strong 

Priory. 

Brenton Mollison CJSJ  
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By any criterion the film evening on Sunday 1 May at the Regal 

Theatre was a huge success. Jill Moore with her team, including 

MC Peter Robertson, are to be congratulated for their organisa-

tion and hard work. Add our Prior to that list as it was his idea to 

hold the Charity event at his local Picture Palace. It is fifty me-

tres from his front gate! 

Thanks must also be extended to those who generously donat-

ed the collection of splendid raffle prizes, or made sandwiches, 

pulled corks, set up tables of food, extracted cash or sold tick-

ets, or otherwise donated. One of our members sold nearly 50, 

so he at least has a few friends. Vili’s major culinary contribution 

justifies a special mention. 

The choice of film was excellent. Even though many had seen it 

previously for other fund raisers, a few came for a second view-

ing- and enhanced their appreciation of it. 

Alan Bennett is a Yorkshire born actor and dramatist, Oxford 

graduate, whose first appearance was at the Edinburgh Festival 

Fringe, alongside Dudley Moore and Patrick Cook in Beyond 

the Fringe. He really did have a mad woman park a van in his 

London driveway for 15 years. I have met those who can vouch 

for it. How much else in the story is true is just one of its many 

riddles. 

While The Lady in the Van may not entirely explain the meaning 

of life, it does deal with some of its pleasures and pain. And it 

has a lot to do with Charity.  

Alan Bennett’s (two) characters are wonderfully portrayed by 

Alex Jennings. His outrageous North Country accent and 

“unattached” (gay) lifestyle contrast sharply with those of his 

Camden town neighbours and bright musical children, with their 

patronising (in)tolerance and support, food and Christmas gifts, 

for the mysterious intruder.  

Margaret Fairchild, alias Mary Shepherd, is portrayed by Dame 

Maggie, who did the same gig on stage in 1999. She appears to 

be a horrible, mischievous, manipulating, devious, ungrateful, 

grubby, unsanitary crazy old woman. She is all of those, and a 

fugitive from the law. But she is also a tortured soul whose re-

demption, twice attempted by entering a Nunnery, is manifest 

only after death, ascending heavenwards hand in hand with her 

hit and run victim. Perhaps that part of the story is fictitious! 

The dichotomies keep appearing. Alan’s two personalities: the 

pragmatic and practical v the creative and caring- “all care is 

shit”; tolerance for his unattractive intruder v his occasional frus-

tration “Do I detect a little hostility 

Alan?” and his attention to “Mary’s” 

needs v the neglect of his aging wid-

owed Mother.  Although we learn, from 

“Mary’s” estranged brother, her back-

ground of unfulfilled promise as a con-

cert pianist, and find a few answers to 

the enigma that she is, some mysteries 

remain. Perhaps a second viewing is 

needed. 

Congratulations to all who contributed 

to such an enjoyable and successful 

show. The bottom line will be a dona-

tion to the Mary Potter Foundation of 

approximately $11,600.  

Chevalier Robert Black AM RFD CGSJ 

 

The Lady in the Van Film Night  
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Prior Brenton Mollison and his Wife Pam Chevalier Max Lemon and Chevalier  Robert 

Black Selling Raffle Tickets  

The Lady in the Van Film Night 

Page 4 



Page 5 

Members and Guests 

enjoying the film night 

Drawing the raffle 



Chevalier Vili Milisits 

Donated Savouries and cakes for the evening 

Drawing the raffle for generously donated prizes 

Thank you to all those who contributed 

Manning the Bar 

Chevaliers  

John Oswald (partly obscured) 

David Wilckens 

Tony Woods 

Richard Walsh  
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The Lady in the Van Film Night 
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Bob Hill-Ling AO KGSJ  

It is with great sadness that we record the 
passing of Chevalier Bob Hill-Ling AO, 
KGSJ, BE (Mech), FIEAust, CPEng, IEA, 
FAICD, AI, EEASA, a great South Australian 
and a devoted Knight of Grace of the Order 
of St John.  He and his wife, Rosemary, met 
while Rosemary was a student at St Ann’s 
College in 1952 and together served in many 
capacities.  Bob was a founding signatory of 
the St Ann’s College Foundation on Christ-
mas Eve 1986 and served as acting Chair-
man of the Governors in 1989 and then as 
Chairman of Governors 1990-2012.  His 
leadership abilities were recognised by invi-
tations to be a director on numerous compa-
ny boards, including Argo Investments and 
Korvest. 

He was made an Officer of the Order of Aus-
tralia in 1981 for services to Industry and the 
Community.  Bob took corporate social re-
sponsibility seriously, and contributed to the 
community as director of several charities 
and not for-profit-boards, including Bedford 
Industries Limited and the Carrick Hill Trust. 
Bob also served in the CMF (Army Reserve) 
with the Adelaide University Regiment, and 
was a member of Rotary for over 30 
years.  He was a Foundation Member of the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors 
and was an Honorary Fellow of the Institution 
of Engineers Australia.  He was the only 
South Australian on the new Parliament 
House Construction Authority in the 1980s. 

He said, “Essentially one needs the backing 
of one’s partner.  Selection of a good, faith-
ful, intelligent partner is the first task to tackle 
for ultimate success in any vocation.”  This is 
true in marriage as in business and in any 
undertakings in the community.  We were so 
fortunate to have such a partner as Bob.  His 
hallmarks were love and loyalty. 

He contributed so much to the community 
and to his business which made the Australi-
an icon Hills hoist.  He believed in being a 
good communicator and in listening to all  

It is the custom in our Priory to acknowledge at our meetings those members who have died recently. The following tributes 

were shared by those who knew them well.      May they Rest in Peace 

viewpoints, to bring out the best in every-
body.  Significantly, in 2012, the 60th year of 
his association with St Ann’s College, he es-
tablished an Engineering Scholarship to be 
awarded annually, in perpetuity.  It provides 
assistance towards the cost of residence at St 
Ann’s College for a commencing or continuing 
student of engineering, preferably mechanical 
or electrical.  His outstanding scholars will be 
leaders in their field and will help Australia lift 
productivity and inspire the innovative busi-
nesses promoting prosperity in the future.  His 
example is an inspiration to the world. 

He was a champion leader, in industry and in 
the community, and he was a champion sup-
porter.  He and Rosemary rarely missed a Col-
lege Ball or Gala Dinner and were central to 
the success of these and many other important 
events.  Always smiling, always with a joke, he 
always took a glass of wine to the podium 
when his turn came to speak.  May we all learn 
from his joie de vivre; we will always remember 
him with a smile.  

Tribute By: Dame Dr. Rosemary Brooks DGSJ 
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Sir Dennis Paterson Kt KSJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis was educated at St Peter's College 

and Adelaide University after winning a Com-

monwealth Scholarship. He transferred from 

the Adelaide Hospital where he first worked 

to the Adelaide Children's Hospital where he 

recognised the need for specialised surgery 

for children suffering the effects of poliomye-

litis. After gaining qualifications from the Roy-

al College of Surgeons in London, Dennis 

returned to the Royal Adelaide Hospital and 

was soon appointed Senior Honorary in Or-

thopedic Surgery. His interest in helping 

physically handicapped children never 

waned.He was instrumental in setting up the 

Regency Park Centre for handicapped chil-

dren. He is probably best remembered for 

this work, but he had many more achieve-

ments. He introduced hip replacement to the 

RAH, served on the National Road Trauma 

Advisory Council, and was elected president 

of the International Society of Orthopedic 

Surgeons. His first wife Mary died in 2004 

and he has had the last ten years of happi-

ness with Kathy, as she is known to us. Den-

nis had a strong Christian faith and served 

on many church committees over the years. 

He led a full life and was a great South Aus-

tralian by any measure.       

Tribute by: Bailiff  Emeritus Roger 

Goldsworthy AO GCSJ CMSJ 

John Morphett AM OBE KGSJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Morphett was born in Johor Bahru, Ma-

laysia in 1932 and educated at Christ Church 

School in WA before attending Saint Peter's 

College. He followed his childhood ambition 

to study architecture at Adelaide University 

and joined the Hassell Group. However I am 

not here to talk about his successful architec-

tural career as most would have read about 

this in the article in The Advertiser. I would 

like to talk about the man through a builder's 

eyes.I first met John in 1966 when I was a 

young building cadet at the Science Labora-

tory at The Levels.He was the Design and 

Supervising Architect.In those days the two 

main architectural practices were Hassell, 

and Woods Bagot LS and Irwin. Architects 

believed they were professionally and social-

ly above the mere builder, but not John.After 

the weekly site meetings at The Levels he 

would take me around the site to show me 

the architectural merits of the building and 

discuss any site problems that he could as-

sist with. He became my first mentor. He was 

a man of integrity, loved his profession and 

had a dry sense of humour. I had other con-

tacts with John on the Rundle Pulteney St 

car park and the Samuel Way Law Courts. 

When I became a Donat, he was the first to 

shake my hand with a big smile.      

Tribute by: Chevalier David Wilckens KGSJ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Welcome to our first newsletter for 

2016. 

It is heart-warming to walk through 

the Hospice after time away and 

be reminded again that here is a 

place that never stops caring 

when it matters most.  Every day 

of the year there are people who 

need the Hospice for their end of 

life care or for respite and there 

are families and friends grateful 

that their loved one is in the care 

of the wonderful team. 

With your help we will be privi-

leged to help hundreds of people 

receive the care they need over 

the months ahead. We look for-

ward to staying in touch and if you 

ever want to talk about something 

you’ve read or share your own 

story, please give us a call or pop 

in to see us.  We would love to 

hear from you.  

Best wishes  

 

 

Cathy Murphy 

Mary Potter Care… 

sharing the message of living  

Hospice and the words ‘life’ or ‘living’ are not likely to be 

closely associated in people’s minds.  Many people in our com-

munity probably think about Hospice as the end and while it is 

true that the outcome won’t change for families, we believe 

with your help we do change the experience. 

What we see every day and what is made possible through your 

support is that the Hospice is about living every day, every hour.  It 

is about people continuing to add to the stories of their lives. 

It may be about doing some of the simple things that we all take for 

granted such as sharing a coffee and cake with friends, making a 

toasted sandwich in the family kitchen, or spending time in the gar-

den. It could be about taking time out for celebration-birthdays and 

anniversaries will see cakes and flowers delivered to a patient’s 

room.   

For others it is about very individual needs that the team in the 

Hospice has recognised are really important to meet.  A trip home 

for the day, a visit to the pub for last drinks, sharing a favourite 

meal brought into the Hospice or watching a much loved movie on 

one of the foundation’s iPads. 

You will see in the future ‘Mary Potter Care. Living every day, every 

hour’, starting to appear in our communications with you and also 

in the media.  We want to encourage more people in our communi-

ty to recognise how important Hospice care is in helping people to 

live well for whatever time is left. 

We hope that you will continue to feel that you are part of some-

thing really special every time you see or hear the words Mary Pot-

ter Care. 

Newsletter Committee 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO GCSJ CMSJ  

Chev. Dr. Michael Dean KSJ  

Chev. Peter Summers OAM KSJ 
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The Knights of St John in Jerusalem  

Crusader Jerusalem 

In 1099 the crusaders took the Muslim city more or less 

intact. The outer walls were repaired and the citadel in the 

Tower of David strengthened.  The need was for colonists. 

At first the crusaders only occupied a single quarter around 

the Holy Sepulchre, Muslims and Jews having been mas-

sacred or expelled. A partial solution was the settlement in 

1116 of Christian Syrians from Transjordan, probably in the 

old Jewish quarter. Repopulation accelerated with the or-

ganisation of the pilgrim trade. This was largely the work of 

the Hospital and the Temple, which acquired the Dome of 

the Rock and the al-Aqsa mosque. There was much re-

building, notably the enlargement of the church of the Holy 

Sepulchre, rededicated in 1149 and the construction of the 

church of St Anne (1140). The covered market was partial-

ly reconstructed in 1152. Muslims were much impressed by 

the city that fell to them in 1187. It briefly returned to the 

crusaders in 1229-44.  

Collated by Prior  Brenton Mollison  CJSJ 

Of the four states, the first to be established (1098) 

and the first to fall to the Muslims (1144) was the 

county of Edessa. Its position athwart the middle Eu-

phrates left it exposed but provided cover for Antioch, 

while its crusader princes tried and failed to take 

Aleppo, which blocked expansion inland.  After the 

defeat at the Field of Blood (1119) they were more or 

less restricted to the coastal plain.  To the south, the 

country of Tripoli was similarly confined to the coast, 

where the plain known as La Bloquee opened up a 

route inland but it was blocked by Homs.  Krak des 

Chevaliers was built in 1142 to defend the frontier. 

This pattern of going onto the defensive after failing to 

break out into the interior was repeated by the king-

dom of Jerusalem, but with differences.  While a fron-

tier was quickly established along the Jordan from 

Galilee to the Dead Sea, and then in 1115-16 extend-

ed as far south as the Gulf of Aila (Aqaba), the coast 

took much longer to secure.  Tyre only fell in 1125; 

Ascalon not until 1153.  The kingdom of Jerusalem 

thus drove a wedge between the Muslim powers of 

Egypt and Syria.  It threatened both Cairo and Da-

mascus, but once these were united by Saladin in 

1174, the crusaders were forced on the defensive.  

Though the kingdom of Jerusalem prospered – Acre 

was becoming the entrepot of the trade of the eastern 

Mediterranean – the costs of defence, particularly the 

construction and maintenance of fortresses, were 

crippling.  The strain contributed to the collapse of the 

kingdom after Saladin’s victory at Hattin in 1187.  

Though reconstituted by the third crusade, it was vir-

tually limited to the coast; Jerusalem was only briefly 

recovered (1229-44).  The kingdom survived, thanks 

to the commercial interest of the Italians and divisions 

among Saladin’s successors.  Once Egypt passed to 

the Mamluks 1250), who were dedicated to the revival 

of the holy war, it was only a matter of time for the 

crusader states, with Acre finally falling in 1291. 

M. Angold.  

Collated by Prior  Brenton Mollison  CJSJ 

The Crusader States 

Crusader Jerusalem 
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Annual Service 

The Order Of St John Of Jerusalem ‘s Annual Service was held on Sunday 21st February at St Peter’s Cathedral where 
Knights ,Dames and  partners joined the congregation for Evening Prayer. 

The Order was asked to supply two readers and we were pleased to have Mark Denton and Peter  Herriman each read a 

lesson. Canon Jenny Wilson gave the Sermon. 

A sumptuous supper of cheese and wine was provided by the ladies in the Cynthia Poulton Hall afterwards. Everyone 

agreed  it was very pleasant to be able to mix informally after the Service. Thirty nine members attended. 

Dame Jill Moore DGSJ 

Because His Excellency Conventu-
al Bailiff H Douglas Symons OAM, 

JP, CGSJ, CMSJ was founding 
Prior of our Priory, I feel that it is 
correct that the first of this series of 

“snippets” should discuss Au-
vergne. Bailiff Symons held the 
position of Grand Marshal of the 

Order and in 1565 the Grand Mar-
shal was the Leader of the Langue 
Auvergne. He was not the Com-

mander of the Army as the name 
suggests, but responsible for sup-
plying both the Army and the Navy 

with essential armaments, ammu-
nition, horse tackle etc. He was the 
superintendent of the arsenal, 

which of course included the con-
trol of gunpowder. His duties over-

lapped with those of the Admiral. 
Under him was the Grand Groom 

(who came from the Class of Ser-
geant) and he was in charge of 

grooms and stables, and the Con-
stable who was the Cavalry Com-

mander (not to be confused with 
the Grand Turcopolier—of whom 

we will hear more later). Today the 
Grand Marshal’s duties (following the 

Constitution of 1964) are “Heraldry 
and Ceremony”. After the Siege of 
Rhodes in 1522 it appears that the 

Knights did not have time to remove 
their remaining gunpowder in the 
crypt of the Church of St John of the 

Collachium and that the Grand Mar-
shal sealed and hid it so well that the 
Turks did not find it, and consequently 

it was forgotten until 343 years later, 
when in 1865 lightning struck the 
church detonating the gunpowder. 

The church disappeared as did a 
nearby Turkish Mosque, one half of 
the Grand Master’s Palace and sever-

al houses in the street of the Knights. 
Today all has been restored, except 

for the church of St John which is still 
a large cleared area about 80 metres  
across.   

OSJ Calendar of Events for 2016 

Acknowledgement and Thanks 

This Newsletter has been printed by Lane Print at no cost to the Priory 

We sincerely thank ChevalierPeter Lane and his staff for this generous gesture 

The Langue Banners  of 1565 – Auvergne  
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