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Report by the Prior South Australia 

 

I’m sure that all of us would have some understanding of the marvellous 

work being carried out by the Mary Potter Foundation and the wonderful 

support given in assisting and supporting the many who receive care 

within the Hospice, along with family and loved ones.  

I appreciated the opportunity to learn so much more both from mem-

bers of the dedicated staff and those who told of the support that they 

had received when I, along with other more involved members of our 

Priory, attended the Foundation’s AGM in October last year. 

Chairman Danny Watson, one of our donats, and Executive Director 

Cathy Murphy referred to the wonderful and wide ranging work of the 

Hospice. The support provided by the members of our Priory over a 

period of some 25 years was recognised at that meeting. 

The presentation to the Foundation of a further $10,000 at our Christ-

mas Dinner in December, and the acknowledgement provided by 

Cathy, was part of what made the Dinner such a successful and happy 

occasion. A more detailed report pertaining to this lovely evening is 

referred to elsewhere in this Newsletter. I would, however, like to per-

sonally thank all those who helped to make this evening such a suc-

cess. It is always pleasing to receive only positive comments from those 

attending.  

A special thank you to Chevalier Mark Denton who took over the man-

agement of proceedings when Dame Jill Moore, our Function Commit-

tee Chairman, was unable to do so.  I’m sure we would all agree that 

Chevalier Mark’s superb work as choir master has provided him with an 

ongoing role in the Priory. 

The number of members attending our Annual Service was disappoint-

ing again this year. Thank you to our Chaplain Chevalier Rev. Keith 

Brice who officiated and organised what was a very moving service and 

to Dame Di Davidson and Chev. Jim Howard who read the lessons. 

Members of the Christ Church choir and congregation joined us for light 

refreshments following the service. 

We were saddened at the passing, in February, of our esteemed mem-

ber Chevalier Professor Dr. Basil Hetzel AC KJSJ. Our Order was well 

represented at both his Funeral and Memorial Services and our condo-

lences have been extended to Anne and his family. 

The Sovereign Council of the Order will be meeting in Valletta Malta in 

April and I am pleased that 5 other Members of our Priory will join with 

me in attending. Not only am I looking forward to seeing firsthand how 

the Council works at an International level, I am also looking forward to 

meeting and interacting with members of other Priories from other parts 

of the world.  

I will be away for a month from the end of March leaving the Priory in 

the capable hands of Vice Prior Chevalier Professor Tony Woods. I will 

look forward on my return to our monthly luncheons and the various 

other 2017 events referred to in the diary in this Newsletter. Please 

ensure that you have marked Sunday May 7
th
 in your diary as the date 

for our film evening which is our major fundraiser for the year. 
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Finally, my thanks to the members of the Priory 

Administrative Council and all of the members 

who help to make our Priory work successfully. I 

would always be pleased to receive ideas or 

suggestions if you feel that we could improve the 

management of our Priory.    

Chevalier David Wotton AM JP CJSJ 



 

 

David was born at Uraidla in August 1942. Following his 

education at Prince Alfred College he worked on the 

family property in the Adelaide Hills and completed a 

course in public relations with a view to entering public 

life at a later stage. Between 1965 and 1967 he travelled 

extensively through Europe, USA, Canada and New 

Zealand during which time he worked with the Overseas 

Farmers Federation in London. 

David entered the South Australian Parliament as the 

Member for Heysen in 1975 and served as Minister for 

Environment and Planning in the Tonkin Government 

between 1979 and 1982. He subsequently held a num-

ber of different portfolios in Opposition and between 

1993 and 1997 he was appointed Minister for Environ-

ment and Natural Resources, including responsibility for 

the River Murray in SA, along with the portfolios of Fami-

ly and Community Services and Ageing. He was ap-

pointed Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly and 

Chairman of Committees from 1997 
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The Council is the executive organ of the Grand Priory and is responsible for the management of the business, affairs and 
property of the Order. 

The Council consist of up to 14 members, the Grand Prior, six members from South Australia, seven members from Victoria 
and the Prelate, Chevalier the Reverend Canon David O’Neill by invitation. The members of the Council are Directors of the 
corporate body comprising the Order. The Council is also responsible to see that that all financial records of the Order are 
properly audited, in accordance with the Law. 

The October meeting was especially important to the South Australian Priory, as the Grand Prior, Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ 
advised that at the recent Petit Conseil held in Malta, Chevalier Brian North had been elevated to rank of Bailiff.  

The promotion was in recognition of the contribution that our Priory is making to support local projects, such as the Mary Pot-
ter Foundation, the Pinery bushfire Appeal and International projects, such as the Italian earthquakes. 

The other important factor for the South Australian Priory was the election of Chevalier Brigadier Peter Herriman RFD KSJ to 
the Grand Priory Council. 

The agenda for the meeting consisted of formal reports from the Grand Prior, including the Petit Conseil Malta of which he is 
a member, the Deputy Grand Prior and Chancellor, on Constitution matters including promotions, the Priors of South Austral-
ia and Victoria, the Treasurer whose 2017 Budget was tabled and approved, the Chamberlain on matters of regalia, the Hos-
pitaller on the summary of Donations, the Archivist, and the Extension Officer who is responsible for advice on future mem-
bership in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific. 

The following day, some of the South Australian members of the Council attended the Investiture of two Dames and three 
Knights in Ballarat. 

Chevalier David Wilckens CGSJ 

Secretary Grand Priory of Australasia 

and Deputy Chairman of the Water Cooperative Research 

Centre in Canberra. 

David is a past chairman of the Playford Trust and Adelaide 

Hills Tourism Board, past president of the Australian Ameri-

can Association (SA) and is a Rotary International Paul Harris 

Fellow. He became Prior of the Order of Saint John of Jeru-

salem Knights Hospitaller – Australasia in June 2016 and is 

currently also President of the Royal Over-Seas League (SA), 

a member of the Anglican Synod and a member of the 

Friends of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra Committee. 

David received an AM in the Order of Australia in 2012 for 

’service to the Parliament and community of South Australia 

through contributions to environmental management, family 

and community services and ageing’. 

David is married to Jill and they have four adult children and 

five grandchildren. His interests include family (especially 

grand children), music, painting and walking.  

We intend to publish a series “Know your officers” starting with our Prior  

Hon. David Wotton AM JP CJSJ 

Grand Council Meeting 

20th October 2016 
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The Parlour, a tastefully decorated function room at historic Ayers House, proved a delightful setting for our 2016 

Christmas Dinner on what turned out to be a balmy Spring evening. Spring had at last made an appearance! 

The decor of the room with added Christmas decorations nicely complemented the table settings each with flags 

of the Order and a potted poinsettia. 

Eighty-two Knights, Dames and guests enjoyed a three course meal served by courteous and helpful staff. 

Chevalier Peter Herriman, our Master of Ceremonies, kept the evening flowing smoothly and Chevaliers Michael 

Dean and Jeff Nicholas were active official photographers. 

Unfortunately the Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire and his wife Felicity, were late apologies due to a last 

minute but temporary medical issue. However, Bailiff  Brian North, as Deputy Grand Prior stepped in to respond 

to the Toast to the Order. 

A feature of the evening was the performance of the Priory Choir under the baton of Chevalier Mark Denton and 

accompanied by Mrs Rachel Evans on keyboard. The Carols, "Hark the Herald Angels" and "Joy to the World" 

drew such acclaim that an encore was demanded. The audience participated enthusiastically in "O Come all Ye 

Faithful". 

These Carols were followed by the Choir's rendition of "Aussie Jingle Bells" with audience participation in the 

chorus and a clever untitled ditty prepared by Prior David which concluded by wishing all "a Happy Christmas 

and a year that all goes well". Chevalier Mark may well have permanently secured the position of Choir Master! 

2016 had been a successful fundraising year and it was pleasing to be able to present the Mary Potter Founda-

tion with a further cheque for $ 10,000. Cathy Murphy graciously accepted the donation on behalf of the Founda-

tion. 

Chevalier The Reverend Keith Brice drew the evening to a close with the closing prayer. 

Chevalier Don Stewart KSJ 

OSJ Christmas Dinner 25 November 2016 
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Christmas Dinner 2016 
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We may be confident that the life of Basil Hetzel will be celebrated in many quarters over coming days – government, univer-

sity, health profession, church and hospital.  He touched and influenced so many institutions, agencies, professional bodies 

and individuals that his casting as a National treasure was universally acclaimed. His South Australian heritage equipped 

Basil with solid Christian beliefs and an innate sense of responsibility.   

I met Basil first in the early 1950s through the Student Christian Movement, The social gospel which the SCM espoused was 

a strong feature of Basil’s faith and his friendships with fellow believers and thinkers like Charles Birch and Malcolm Whye.  It 

facilitated a breadth of focus unusual in 1950s medicine. 

He knew and taught the need to bring psychosocial concerns close to patient pathology.  It helped lift his gaze to the health 

of the community, and to its mental and life crisis components.  It was celebrated in the opportunity to pioneer innovative 

teaching and research as Foundation Professor of social and Preventive Medicine at Monash – ahead of its time, and inno-

vation in vocational education. 

An invitation, to consult on endemic cretinism in New Guinea children, stimulated a continuing research interest.  It became a 

lasting global project, demanding Basil’s energy for a problem that raised a full range of clinical, cultural, community and po-

litical issues, world-wide. 

The research Basil led in the New Guinea Highlands proved that endemic cretinism could be prevented by a timely maternal 

injection of iodised oil.  With Basil’s initiative and leadership, the International Council for Control of Iodine Deficiency Disor-

ders (ICCIDD) launched control programmes throughout the mountain areas of the third world and prevented major neuro-

logical defects in countless thousands of children. 

 

In 1966, Basil was appointed to the Interim Council of the University of Papua New Guinea.  When I was confirmed as Pro-

fessor of clinical Medicine, it was Basil, and fellow Council member and friend Frank Fenner, who blundered along the dark 

beach of the small Papuan village where we lived, to bring a bottle of champagne. 

The move back to Adelaide to found the CSIRO Division of Human Nutrition seemed a natural progression from the interest 

in iodine and other dietary elements in human health, and helped Basil to start numbers of young academics along distin-

guished career paths in epidemiology and community health research. 

Retirement was a term that held minimal meaning for Basil.  He embraced multiple new responsibilities: appointment as Lieu-

tenant Governor, Chancellor of the new University of South Australia, where, as at the Queen Elizabeth hospital, buildings 

are named in Basil’s honour.  There were new opportunities to travel the world to ensure that the iodine story was being 

heard and acted on- in China, Thailand, South America and more. 

Basil’s focus on issues that mattered to him, meant that he needed quite a lot of looking after, and, losing Helen relatively 

early in the measure of his own long years, he was so fortunate to build a new partnership with Anne. Together they shared 

amazingly productive senior years; and, more recently, together they have coped with Basil’s steady loss of physical func-

tion, some difficult hospital admissions and an impaired memory.  Fortunately that was patchy enough to allow him continued 

engagement in occasional academic gossip and eager rehearsal of continuing developments in the iodine story. 

 

 

Professor Basil Hetzel AC CJSJ 

Extract from the eulogy given by  

Professor Ian Maddocks AM  
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OSJ—S.A. Priory Annual Church Service    Sunday 5 March 2017 

Knights, Dames, Donats and guests attended our Annual Church Service which was held in conjunction with Choral Even-

song at our Conventual Church, Christ Church, North Adelaide on Sunday 5 March. 

Our Prelate Chevalier The Reverend Keith Brice KSJ led the Service and fittingly so as he happens to be the Rector there. 

March is a very busy time in Adelaide with the Festival of Arts, the Festival Fringe and a noisy car race all competing for at-

tention. Perhaps that might explain the rather disappointing number of our members in attendance. 

The Church choir under the baton of Andrew Georg (also the organist) sang beautifully aided by the wonderful acoustics of 

the venue. 

 Chevalier Jim Howard AM KSJ and Dame Jill Davidson AM DSJ read the lessons and of particular note was a prayer of in-

tercession for our Order. 

Our Prelate then delivered the Sermon and it was very much to the point. He focussed on the cardinal virtue of Trust and and 

it’s importance in our lives and sense of purpose. The first reading chronicled the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, their 

wanderings in the desert and their loss of trust in God, saved ultimately by Moses striking a rock and providing water for 

them. He alone had trust. The New Testament reading centred on Judas betrayal of Christ ,the ultimate loss of trust. 

It all had particular relevance to our Order. We are of course people of Faith and we are a Charitable Order but we have last-

ed nearly 900 years because of our Trust in God and that second of the cardinal virtues must continue to be central to our 

mission.  

Following the Service and thanks to the generosity of several of our members/partners we enjoyed a pleasant supper in the 
Church Hall. Our thanks go to our Prelate and his Parish for their hospitality.  

Chev. Peter Herriman KSJ   
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by remembering the Seige on 8 September each 
year, and by our ANZAC connection with Malta 
remembered on 25 April each year. The Siege of 
Malta (against the Turks) was in 1565. It was 350 
years later that the Maltese hospitals supported the 
Australian soldiers at Gallipoli (against the Turks). 
Today there are memorials in Malta to both of 
these significant wars. Also today, the Order of St 
John maintains our world headquarters in Malta. 

The First World War 

The Australian and NZ soldiers who were wounded 
at Gallipoli during 1915, were taken by British hos-
pital ships to Malta. The first 600 wounded AN-
ZACs arrived in Malta nine days after the Gallipoli 
landing on 25 April. In Malta, 1300 km away from 
the battle zone, there were brought, in all, 24,000 
ANZAC war casualties over the nine months of the 
conflict. Nearly all of these men were healed and 
rehabilitated there. Sadly 276 of these evacuated 
ANZAC soldiers died and they are buried in the 
War Graves on Malta. (More than 11,000 ANZACs 
died at Gallipoli and are buried in Turkey where the 
fighting took place.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus, Malta has been given ever since these 1
st
 

World War days the honourable title, “The Nurse of 
the Mediterranean.” To mark the Centenary of 
these 1915 events, the Maltese community in 
South Australia published a valuable history, 
“Malta and the ANZACs”. The book was commis-
sioned by the Maltese sub-branch in South Austral-
ia of the RSL (Veterans) and written by the Honor-
ary Consul for Malta in SA, Frank Scicluna OAM. 

In 1915 Malta’s population was 200,000 people. 
Malta’s capital was Valletta and there were many 
towns and villages. Every community had 
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The Order of St John of Jerusalem has an active 
Priory in Adelaide, South Australia. Every 8 Sep-
tember our Priory remembers the great victory in 
1565 of the Order of St John, together with the 
people of Malta, in the conclusive defeat of the 
Ottoman Turkish Empire’s navy and army attack 
which became the Siege of Malta. The St John–
Malta defence force was led by the Order’s Grand 
Master, an experienced soldier, La Valette. There-
after the capital city of Malta has been called Val-
letta. (The one ‘l’ in French becomes two ‘ls’ in the 
Maltese language. Maltese has Phoenician roots 
and is the only Semitic language in Europe.) The 
major consequences of this victory were three: (1) 
The Order of St John continued to rule Malta, 1523 
-1798; (2) Whilst in the early stages of this war the  

 

northern population of Malta, 5000 Maltese, were 
taken away as slaves by the Turks, the central and 
southern population, 7000 Maltese, were liberated; 
and (3) the Turks were prevented from using Malta 
to launch a full attack on Europe itself, and thus the 
Knights of St John  were hailed as the “Saviours of 
Europe”. 

On 8 September, 2016 in Adelaide at our Order’s 
Remembrance of the Siege of Malta, one of our 
special guests was the Honorary Consul of Malta 
in South Australia, Frank Scicluna OAM. On this 
occasion the Consul gave to us a copy of his 2015 
book about another epic period in Maltese Re-
membrance and that is the Maltese support for the 
ANZAC soldiers in 1915. All the wounded soldiers 
from Gallipoli (April to December 1915) were evac-
uated to hospitals in Malta. 

Thus our Order of St John is connected with Malta 

Malta – Nurse of the ANZACs 

A hospital ward in Malta 

Recovering ANZAC soldiers in Malta        
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its own great stone church. Malta then was a place 
for bell-ringing. Every Church had bells and the 
people were devout. The bells were almost contin-
uously ringing. In addition most horses, donkeys 
and goats wore bells at their necks. There were 
many bells ringing at all hours of the day and half 
the night. But the trouble was that all this bell-
ringing kept the ANZAC hospital patients awake. “It 
was very tiring to the wounded”, wrote a senior 
Army Officer, “and on representations to the bish-
ops the ringing was reduced to one peel of six per 
day. It is hard to describe the relief this was to the 
wounded.” 

During the 1
st
 World War the British Mediterranean 

fleet was based in Malta. For 150 years, 1814-
1964, Malta was a Crown Colony of the British Em-
pire. The British also allowed the French Navy to 
be based in Malta. Thus it was that by 1915 Malta 
boasted ‘ship repair’ as one of its major industries. 
Also many Maltese men were sailors on both Brit-
ish and French ships. A local Maltese newspaper 
reported at the time,  “There is hardly a British ship 
of war that does not comprise some Maltese 
among the gallant crew.”  

A little known fact about the Gallipoli campaign is 
the Maltese Labour Corps. This consisted of 1000 
workers under the direction of Maltese Officers 
who unloaded ships at Anzac Cove. Most of the 
provisions for the 24,000 men in Anzac Cove came 
from Malta, including the water that was towed in  

 

water barges. The unloading was in the lee of a hill 
with enemy fire either landing short or sailing over-
head into the sea. Remarkably only one Maltese 
was killed and two slightly wounded. Two of the 
Officers later served as Maltese Commissioners to 
Australia. (See Scicluna’s book , page 24.) 

When early in 1915, Malta was declared by the 
British not only the naval base but also the military 
hospital base for the Mediterranean, facilities were 
eventually established for 20,000 hospital beds. 
Some public buildings and schools were converted 
to hospital use. There were 27 hospitals estab-
lished during the 1915 year including the “tent-city” 

of Ghajn Tuffieha which had 4000 beds. During the 
1915 year, not only were the 24,000 ANZAC casu-
alties cared for but, in all, 60,000 allied wounded 
were cared for in Malta. An army chaplain wrote at 
the time, “They came in an endless procession, 
halt maybe for a few days or weeks, and then pass 
out. Some go to join colours, and step out briskly 
to the sound of drums; some with a smile on their 
wan faces go home; others are carried out to their 
long home.” Some died from their bullet wounds  

 

but others from sicknesses including malaria, dys-
entery, pneumonia and typhoid. 

One vital preliminary at Gallipoli was the sanitation 
station established there at ANZAC Cove under 
the leadership of a Maltese-Australian doctor, Lt-
Colonel Dr Mattei. He had migrated to Western 
Australia in the 1890s but was back in the Mediter-
ranean during 1915 as an ANZAC doctor. Mattei 
was “mentioned in despatches” being commended 
that the “low percentage of sickness among the 
troops of this Division is largely attributable to his  

work.” In the first four months after the landing on 
the first ANZAC Day, 25 April 1915, Mattei’s dress-
ing station at Anzac Cove treated over 15,000 
wounded. 

The hospitals in Malta provided excellent medical 
services. Every wounded or sick soldier was cared 
for. However, all of the recovering soldiers needed 
periods of stable convalescence after their bodies 
had begun to heal. Calls went out to the Maltese 
community and to others, for example the Australi-
an Red Cross, to help with tearooms, entertain-
ment and libraries. The Marchesa Scicluna gener-
ously lent her beautiful seaside residence, Mrs 
Bonaria established a tearoom, the Maltese St 
John’s Ambulance Association helped, and the 
Red Cross in Australia gave $4000 to erect a new 
building for entertainments. In January 1916 this 
was opened by the Governor of Malta as “the Aus-
tralian Hall”. All these initiatives became magnifi-

The hospital ship, “RFA Berbice”               

Bighi Hospital, Kalkara, Malta                     

Continued from Page 11 



of Admiral Sato Kozo. These ships played an im-
portant part in anti-submarine convoy escort. In 
one of these protective journeys, on 11 June 1917 
the Japanese destroyer, “Sakaki” was torpedoed 
off Crete by the enemy submarine U27. Badly dam-
aged, the “Sakaki” managed to be salvaged and 
eventually repaired but 68 Japanese officers and 
men died that day and were buried in the Kalkara 
War Cemetery in Malta. Two months later Japan 
sent four more destroyers to strengthen the Japa-
nese flotilla in the Mediterranean.  (See page 129.) 

As all Australians come next April to our 102
nd

 An-
zac Day, may we remember our soldiers who 
served, our nurses and doctors who served, includ-
ing the Lady Doctors, the Japanese sailors who 
served and especially (this coming year) the Mal-
tese people and the country, Malta – “the Nurse of 
the Mediterranean”. 

by Chevalier Dr Baden Teague KSJ 

Australia Hall building is in a derelict state. When the 
British military facilities in St Andrew’s Barracks were 
closed down in 1978 Australia Hall became the property 
of the Maltese government.  In 1979 it was granted to the 
Government on a long lease as compensation for the 
compulsory acquisition of the land that the party owned 
in Marsa for use by Malta Shipbuilding Corporation. Un-
fortunately, in December 1998 Australia Hall suffered 
severe damage when it ceiling of metal trusses and 
sheeting was gutted by fire.  However, its sturdy four 
external walls still remained standing.  Today the building 
with no roof is in a derelict state, open to the elements 
and damage by vandalism. While it is not known what 
the new owners of Australia Hall have in mind for the 
site, since 1996 the building has been classified by the 
Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA) as a 
Grade 2 building of historic, architectural and contextual 
value (as it forms part of a larger protected military com-
plex).  Thus, development in the area is so far restricted.  

The history of Australia Hall forms an integral part of 

Malta’s important role in ANZAC history. It is a fitting 

reminder of the valuable services provided by many vol-

unteer Maltese nurses and medical practitioners to thou-

sands of Australian and New Zealand servicemen. The 

efforts earned Malta the title of Nurse of the Mediterrane-

an. We urge Prime Minister Dr Joseph Muscat to commit 

the Maltese Government to the restoration of Australia 

Hall to its former glory as a monument to the excellent 

longstanding relations between Malta and Australia.  We 

commend the Australian High Commissioner H E Ms 

Jane Lambert for her efforts to save Australia Hall and 

her contacts with the current owners to explore resto-

ration options and ensure that the building is not demol-

ished. 

Extract from Maltese Newsletter 136 September 2016 
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cent successes catering exactly for the needs of the 
convalescent soldiers. The Australian Hall welcomed 
soldiers night and day with a concert each evening or 
a whist drive, a boxing match or some drama. During 
the day the Hall offered refreshments, games, read-
ing and letter writing. It was written at the time, “the 
amount of real good done by the Australian Hall and 
other similar institutions has been incalculable.” 

One remarkable outcome, in December 1915, was 
keenly remembered by the medical authorities on 
Malta. Gallipoli was about to be evacuated but, at this  

 

time, 15000 hospital beds were already occupied in 
Malta, leaving only 3000 beds in reserve. It was an 
anxious time. But the real surprise was the complete 
success of the well-planned Withdrawal of the AN-
ZACs. The story is well known that this Withdrawal 
was bloodless: there were zero casualties, and no 
additional hospital beds were needed at Malta! 

The book “Malta and the ANZACs” contains a list of 
all the names for the War Graves of 204 Australian 
men and 72 New Zealanders who served at Gallipoli 
and who died in Malta. There is also a record of two 
Australian nurses who died serving in Malta in 1916. 
(There were 2,692 Australian nurse volunteers who  

served in the fourteen areas of Australian military ac-
tion during the 1st World War.) Besides these valiant 
nurses, it is little known that 82 of the doctors (that is, 
about one third) who served in Malta during 1916 
were women medical graduates. They were called 
“Lady Doctors” but were not given rank, grading, uni-
forms, or even the ration and billeting allowance that 
every male doctor had of right.  (See pages 74 to 
101.) 

Also, it is little known that the Japanese Navy assist-
ed British and allied military efforts in the Mediterra-
nean. From April 1917 (two years after the Gallipoli 
Landing) there were 14 Japanese destroyers with 
cruiser flagships based in Malta under the command 

The Australian Hall, opened 1.1.16           

Australia Hall building must be restored 

Continued from Page 12 
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Lost Crusaders’ Tunnels Found 

James Owen – National Geographic News: 

 

For centuries it’s been said that the crusading Knights of Malta constructed an underground city on the Mediterranean island of 

Malta, sparking rumours of secret carriageways and military labyrinths.  Now a tunnel network has been uncovered beneath the 

historic heart of the Maltese capital of Valletta, researchers say.   

 

The newfound tunnels are said to date back to the 16th and early 17th centuries, when the knights – one of the major Christian 

military orders of the 11th – 13th century crusades – fortified Valletta against Muslim attack.  The tunnels were uncovered during 

an archaeological survey of the city’s Palace Square in advance of an underground-garage project. 

“A lot of people say there are passages and a whole new city underground.” Said survey leader Claude Borg of the Valletta 

rehabilitation Project. “But where are these underground tunnels? Do they exist? “We’ve now found some of them, at least.” 

 

First Sign of Subterranean Valletta  
Experts think the newly revealed tunnels – though tall enough to allow human 

passage – formed part of an extensive water system used to pipe vital supplies 

to the city.  The tunnels were found beneath Palace Square, opposite the 

Grandmaster’s Palace.  Once home to the leader of the Knights of Malta, the 

palace today houses Malta’s legislature and the office of the Maltese president. 

First workers found what’s believed to have been an underground reservoir just 

under the paving stone of Palace Square.  Near the bottom of the reservoir, 

some 40 feet (12 metres) down, they discovered a large opening in a reservoir 

wall – the entrance to a tunnel, which runs half the length of the square and 

connects to channels, some of which lead toward the palace. Efforts to follow 

these branches have so far failed, as they were blocked off at some later date, 

Borg said.  Restoration architect Edward Said, of the Fondazzjoni Wirt Artna 

(Malta Heritage Trust), describes the discovery as “just a tip of the iceberg.” Said suspects the tunnels formed part of a state-of-

the-art plumbing system, complete with ancient passageways for access and maintenance. 

 

Thousand Year Old fighting Force 
Also known as the Knights Hospitaller and the Order of St John, the Knights of Malta, established in 1099, gained a formidable 

military reputation as enemies of Muslims during the Crusades, a series of Christian military campaigns that originally had the 

goal of capturing Jerusalem. In 1530 Holy Roman Emperor Charles V offered the knights the island of Malta for the princely 

sum of one falcon a year.  

The Christian order, though vastly outnumbered by Ottoman Turks, triumphed in the Great Siege of Malta in 1565.  The experi-

ence, though, inspired them to found the fortress city of Valletta on a high peninsula that was secure but lacking in natural wa-

ter sources.  Water security was a major priority during the city’s construction, the goal being to maintain the supply even during 

future sieges, according to Said. “They soon realised that the rainwater and the wells they had were just not enough,” he said. 

Water was therefore transported to the city from valleys to the west via an aqueduct, the remains of which still stand.   

The Palace Square location of the newfound tunnels supports the idea that the network was intended for water.. The tunnel 

apparently fed a grand fountain in Palace Square via the underground reservoir.  The fountain was later moved when the Brit-

ish ruled the island, from 1814 to 1964. “This fountain marked the very important achievement of getting water to the city,” sur-

vey leader Borg said.  Centuries-old lead pipes and metal valves for operating the fountain have been found, according to Said.  

The tunnel’s connecting branches may have included service passages used by the Knights’ chief hydraulic engineer, or fon-

tainere. 
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When at the very end of 1522, the Order of St John was 

forced by Suleiman the Magnificent to give up the island 

of Rhodes, its first immediate object was to seek alterna-

tive accommodation.  For this purpose, whilst moving 

from one port of Italy to the next, it sought the assistance 

of the Pope and possibly more, that of the Spanish 

Crown, hoping that in the shortest possible time, it could 

be offered either the assistance to recover Rhodes, or 

alternatively a suitable location to set up once again its 

convent.  By 1524 it was suggested that the Order 

should look at Malta. 

 

The 1524 commission had already identified Mount Sce-

berras as a possible location for a new town to house the 

Order.  However no serious attempt was made for many 

years to look at this possibility in more detail, mainly be-

cause of a shortage of funds, and most probably also 

because most of the knights must have felt that Malta 

was not really the right place to settle in. On 28th Decem-

ber 1565, Francesco Laparelli appeared on the scene. 

He was young and enthusiastic.  He had in the past 

helped Michelangelo with some of his work on St Peter’s 

and the Vatican walls. By 3rd January, just six days after 

his arrival he produced his first report. Works proceeded 

fairly quickly on the cutting of the land front moat and on 

the peripheral walls, a town plan being also produced by 

Laparelli for adoption as soon as the works on these 

walls had been more or less completed, especially on the 

landward front.  

 

When in 1568 the Grand Master La Valette died he was 

followed by Pietro del Monte. By 1571 del Monte decided 

that to expedite works on Mount Sceberras, by then 

named Valletta in memory of the man who more than 

any other had willed its creation. It was important that all 

the members of the Order should move to the site and 

whilst living in temporary accommodation, assist in the 

construction of the new Auberges, Conventual churches, 

hospital and all those other buildings which with the help 

of Girolamo Cassar they were eventually to complete, 

The knights, grouped as they were under different 

langues, were allocated positions along the new lengths 

of curtains and bastions in order that they could act as 

one body in manning the defences.  While more and 

more of the quartieri were put up for sale and developed, 

more and more people moved in from outlying villages, 

all together to form a new society.  From this would origi-

nate the merchants and traders to be joined in time by a 

fairly large number also of members of those noble fami-

lies who for generations had resided in Medina. In the 

meantime the various religious orders erected their new 

convents and churches, at the same time the Order fi-

nancing the construction of powder magazines, a mint, 

foundry ‘ferreria’, a theatre, extensions to the hospital, a 

home for unmarried mothers, and a residence for the 

Grand Master.  The different langues in turn financed the 

construction of their own Auberges. 

By the 1630s however the general feeling was one which 

suggested that so much time having passed since the 

fortifications surrounding Valletta had been completed, 

and so much progress on the other hand having been 

made in the development of warfare, a close look at what 

had been happening or perhaps not happening by way of 

maintaining the existing bastions and curtains should be 

taken. In fact, in 1635 Pietro Floriani was brought to Mal 

ta on the order of the Inquisitor Chigi and the special 

recommendation of Cardinal Barberini.  

The end result was in terms of military design, a wonder-

ful example of military architecture never however called 

upon to prove itself.  By 1722 the open land between 

Valletta’s first land front and Floriani’s later line was al-

lowed to be occupied by the new suburb of what was so 

easily to become known as Floriana. Valletta itself re-

mained however the trade and commercial centre of the 

island while the knights, not all living to the high stand-

The City of Valletta 

Opera House  Valletta 

View of Valletta  



 

The City of Valletta 

ards expected of their vows, dwelt within buildings worthy 

of their own noble origins.   

 
Thus in the year following the Great Siege of Malta which 

had “humbled the pride of the Ottomans” and perhaps 

save Christendom from the yoke of Islam, three men: La 

Vallette, Laparelli and Girolamo Cassar, dreamed their 

dream of a new, fortified city. A city worthy of ancient, 

aristocratic and Christian ideals of the religious and mili-

tary order whose “Convent” it was to sustain within de-

fences which were to be impregnable.  Their dream was 

to inspire many others; soldiers, architects, artists and 

military engineers, and, by the end of the 17th century, the 

dream of 1566 had taken its final shape.   

 
Extract from The City of Valletta, by Roger de Giorgio KM, 

Maltese Association  

Submitted by Chevalier John Seaton KSJ 

Photos courtesy  Chevalier  Dr. Jeff Nicholas KJSJ 

The magic of Music Therapy 
It is thanks to our donors that we can offer music therapy 

as additional support in the Hospice. 

We spoke to Hayley, our qualified Music Therapist who 

shares with us the importance of Music Therapy and 

why it’s such a special program. 

It’s a safe space to explore emotions. Patients turn to 

music for the safe space it provides to explore the emo-

tions they are feeling.  ‘There was a patient who said few 

words with his doctor, but he felt safe expressing his 

thoughts and emotions with me through music,’ says 

Hayley. 

Music can be an alternative to medicine. Playing mu-

sic at the bedside, Hayley is able to help reduce pain 

and anxiety, and bring comfort to patients and their fami-

lies.  Psychology and counselling is a big part of music 

therapy. 

A way to connect with oneself and their loved ones.  

Hayley knows it’s true when they say ‘where words fail, 

music speaks’.  Music and song writing helps patients 

review their life.  It connects people with their own identi-

ty and to what’s most important in their life.  Song writing 

lets people communicate with their loved ones in a way 

that transcends the use of words. 

Thank you for making this valuable program possible. It 
is yet another way that you help to make the Hospice the 

special place it is to patients and their families. 

Mary Potter News 
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The Langue Banners of 1565 

Allemagne 

The Treasurer, or Grand Baili, was leader of the Tongue 

of Allemagne, now Germany. He was the Accountant of 

the Order’s finances  . He was also overseer of livestock 

rearing, ie poultry, swine etc.  The Grand Baili was later 

responsible for castles of the mighty estate. Today Grand 

Treasurer is Bailiff Paul Borg of Valletta. At the fall of 

Rhodes in 1522, the emblem of Allemagne  was shown 

with a one headed eagle, but by the Siege of Malta in 

1565, the estates had expanded considerably and the 

Eagle was shown, as in our banner with two heads.  

Priory of South Australia   
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