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Report by the Prior South Australia 

There is much to report in this edition of our newsletter so I will 
attempt to keep my comments brief. As was the case last year 
our Chapter Meeting, Investiture and Luncheon were held on the 
same day. A well attended Chapter Meeting received reports 
prepared by our Priory office bearers. Eight of our members re-
ceived promotions during the meeting and each gained this ele-
vation in rank for various reasons including exemplary service to 
our Order and in work consistent with carrying into effect the 
objects of the Order. We were pleased to welcome as our spe-
cial guest HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, Grand Prior of the Or-
der in Australasia who joined us for the meeting along with a 
number of interstate guests.  
 
The Investiture was, once again, a very moving occasion as 4 
new Knights and 2 new Dames were invested into the South 
Australian Priory. Another of our new Knights was invested in 
Melbourne a week earlier due to his inability to attend our Inves-
titure. We are indeed fortunate to have people of such high stat-
ure accepting our invitation to join our Order. We were pleased 
to have our Grand Priory Prelate the Reverend Canon David 
O’Neill provide the homily. I would like to thank our Chaplain 
Rev. Keith Brice, and in particular Anne the Parish Assistant, for 
the preparation and printing of the order of service along with all 
those who assisted in the service. Our thanks also go to Cheva-
lier Peter Lane of Lane Print who once again printed, at no cost 
to the Order, material, including the booklet superbly prepared 
by Chevalier Henry d’Assumpcao containing the biographies of 
our new Knights and Dames, along with a brief history of the 
Order. 
 
The Luncheon which followed the Investiture was once again 
held at the Adelaide Pavilion and proved to be another happy 
occasion. We were pleased in particular to welcome our new 
Knights and Dames with their families and friends. Once again I 
would like to thank our Functions Committee who organised the 
lunch and in particular my thanks to Dame Jill Moore who has 
stepped down as Chair of this hard working committee.   
 
The decision to replace the annual charity lunch with an ex-
tremely successful film evening has once again meant that the 
$11,000 raised has helped significantly in providing funding for 
the Mary Potter Hospice. It is most appropriate that, as Hospital-
lers, and in line with our motto, we support this wonderful organi-
sation. The very successful evening was an occasion enjoyed by 
all. After a welcoming drink we were entertained by the magnifi-
cent Wurlitzer Organ prior to the showing of an excellent film. A 
special thank you to the ladies who supplied the wonderful sand-
wiches, Vili who once again provided the pies and pasties and 
those who generously provided the prizes for our raffle. We were 
delighted with the end result. 
 
Reference is made elsewhere in this Newsletter to our visit to 
Malta in April. I found my first attendance at a meeting of the 
Sovereign Council to be a wonderful experience and I felt very 
privileged to be representing this Priory as it’s Prior. Jill and I 
were particularly pleased to have four of our Knights and three 
partners from our Priory join us. The opportunity during the 
meeting for all present to hear 20 Grand Priors and Priors from 

 
different parts of the world, present their 
membership and activity reports was of par-
ticular interest and an absolute highlight. I’m 
sure that I can speak on behalf of our col-
leagues who joined me in saying that our 
Priory can be very proud of what we have 
achieved in the past and the optimism that 
we share for its future. A further highlight of 
our time in Malta was the ecumenical ser-
vice held in the headquarters of the Order 
which was an inspirational service that I will 
never forget. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the members 
who have served on the Priory Administra-
tive Council along with all of the members 
who have contributed in various ways dur-
ing the last twelve months. All of those hold-
ing a portfolio on the PAC have now provid-
ed me with a draft ‘job description’ which 
when finalised will be collated and used to 
assist members taking over that position in 
the future. I look forward to working with 
those who have served on the Priory Ad-
ministrative Council previously and those 
who are joining us for the first time this year. 
I would also like to thank my wife Jill for the 
role that she has played in  chairing the in-
formal meetings  with our partners. 
 
Prior David Wotton CJSJ 
June 2017 
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Tony was born the second of two boys in Perth in 1951 at the former St John of God Hospital (in Belmont).  He grew up in a 

medical family with his Mother a triple certificate (as it was then known) and highly experienced registered nurse and Father a 

distinguished medical practitioner.  Following his primary school education at the Holy Cross Convent School in Kensington 

(WA) (since replaced with a housing estate!) Tony moved on to Aquinas College to complete secondary studies.  During this 

time, like most living close to the Swan River, Tony became actively involved in sailing, teaming with his brother to compete in 

high performance small dinghy racing, and ultimately came to represent Australia in World Championships held in Australia 

and New Zealand. 

After completing his school leaving certificate and armed with a Commonwealth Scholarship, Tony began undergraduate 

studies at the University of Western Australia in Science.  Coming into his final year, the University offered for the first time a 

major in pathology, which became the focus of his future work.  The lure of research saw Tony undertake investigations as an 

honours student into the blood vessel systems that cancers use to survive.  He continued this into his doctoral studies and 

graduated with his PhD in 1979.  During this time, both his parents passed away and with little on offer in Perth, Tony accept-

ed a position at the then South Australian Institute of Technology as a lecturer.  This was to be for only three years but as is 

often the way, events ran their course and he remained in SA at the now University of South Australia (UniSA).  Tony also 

holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Adelaide with majors in philosophy and psychology. 

Over this time, Tony has contributed to education and research primarily in the area of Laboratory Medicine and has pub-

lished numerous research papers, books and book chapters.  He is on the editorial board of several international journals and 

is co-editor of the Australian Journal of Medical Science.  His major research interests have led to an exploration of snake 

venoms as a potential source of pharmacologically useful anti-cancer agents.  National and international research collabora-

tions have led to cover articles in Nature and the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, both highly prestigious 

journals. 

His extensive experience in policy and curriculum development has seen Tony appointed as a consultant to government 

agencies, universities and various review and registration boards in Australia and overseas.  His commitment to the Laborato-

ry Medicine profession especially in the education of young scientists was formally recognised in 2008 when he was awarded 

an Australian Learning and Teaching Council (formerly Carrick Institute) Citation.  In September 2014 after serving for three 

consecutive terms, he stepped down from the Presidency of the Australian Institute of Medical Scientists.  In recognition of 

his contribution, he was awarded Life Membership of the Institute in 2016.  He is a Founding Fellow of the Faculty of Science 

in the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia.  Tony is currently the Associate Head of the School of Pharmacy and 

Medical Sciences at UniSA. 
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The Second in our Series “Know our Officers”              

 Vice Prior Professor Chevalier Anthony (Tony) Woods  

                  BA, BSc (Hons), PhD, MAIMS, FFSc (RCPA).KJSJ 

Report on the Grand Chapter Meeting 2017 

The Grand Chapter was held at Saint Mary’s College, Melbourne on Saturday 17th June 2017 and was 
attended by 47 Knights and Dames. This important meeting meets once annually for the conduct of 
ordinary business such as receipt of reports and financial statements of the Order. This meeting alter-
nates between Victoria and South Australia. 

Reports were given by the Grand Prior, Bailiff Wiltshire OSJ, Prior Chevalier David Wotton AM CJSJ, 
Victorian Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ, and Grand Priory Chancellor Bailiff Brian North OSJ. 

Other South Australians in attendance were Chevalier Ian Olver AM OSJ, who was invested at the 
Victorian Investiture, Grand Priory Council member, Chevalier Tony Woods KJSJ and Grand Priory 
Secretary.  

Chevalier David Wilckens CGSJ 



Our annual fundraising event was a very successful film evening at the Capri Theatre in May, raising over $11,000 for The Mary 
Potter Hospice.  

With 385 people attending, we were first treated to the Wurlitzer Organ presentation, then the amazing film ‘Hidden Figures’ 
followed by refreshments, a glass of wine with homemade sandwiches and Vilis pastries. Another great St John event indeed. 

The ‘Capri’ was a change of venue from last year at the ‘Regal’ Kensington Gardens and it was a treat to enter the newly reno-
vated Capri, particularly if you were lucky enough to get a carpark nearby! 

Built in the Art Deco style in 1941, the theatre originally opened as the ‘Goodwood Star Theatre’. The Theatre Organ Society of 
Australia purchased the Theatre in 1978 when it became the ‘Capri Theatre’. The Wurlitzer Organ was installed in 1983 and is 
the largest theatre organ in the Southern Hemisphere, with 4 keyboards and 25 sets of pipes and a drum kit! 

As the Wurlitzer console arose out of the stage I heard gasps of excited disbelief from a younger member of the audience who 
had not seen this wonderful instrument in full flight.  

We were then entertained by a delightful musical prelude to the main feature – Hidden Figures.    

Based upon the true story in the book of the same name, written by Margot Lee Shetterly, the story is set at the start of the 
American space race, when astronaut John Glenn, became the first American to orbit the Earth in February 1962 aboard the 
Mercury Atlas spacecraft.  

The film details the untold story of a group of mathematicians who by hand and crude mechanical calculation machines, did the 
complex mathematical calculations required to ensure a safe re-entry flight path for  the Mercury spacecraft back into the 
Earth’s atmosphere and a final safe landing.    This was the first time that NASA had overseen the return of a manned space-
craft from Earth orbit, so the process was new to the NASA Team. Every time there was a change of flight path or re-entry time, 
the calculations had to be redone and checked by hand.  

We have to remember this was 1962….. Sharp launched their first electronic calculator in 1964,     the first Commodore home 
computer was released in 1976, the Laptop, Mircosoft and Apple software etc. had all yet to be invented. The first computer and 
software capable of the complex calculations was commissioned at NASA in the early sixties after the Mercury space flight.  

Hence all such calculations where done and rechecked by hand and mind. For the Mercury Mission they were done by a team 
of female African American mathematicians.  

The ‘Hidden Figures’ story is based upon their real life stories: 

Mary Jackson - Mathematician who became NASA’s first black female engineer in 1958. 

Chevalier Mark Denton KGSJ 

Page 4 

Film Night Success  

  “Hidden Figures”  
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well the Co-Cathedral of St John, the Palace of the Grand 

Master, the Manoel Theatre (one of the oldest and most ele-

gant in Europe), the wonderful Hospital of the Order, and the 

eight Auberges for the eight language groups making up the 

Order. Some of these assets are duplicated on both sides of 

the Harbour, the older originals being on the south side and 

the newer, grander versions being added later on the north 

side after the victory of 1565. 

By travelling as well to the other parts of the islands, a visitor 

today can begin to grasp the earlier impacts that had already 

made their marks in Maltese culture, before the Chevaliers 

arrived: 

•the Stone Age clusters of ancient temples and burial plac-

es; 

•the Phoenician foundation to language and shipping; 

•the shipwreck on Malta by St Paul and the subsequent es-

tablishment of the Christian Church; 

•the Arabic impact on place names, food styles, and the 

architecture of the original, aristocratic capital, Mdina; 
and the saturation of Maltese culture by the Medieval Catho-
lic Church. 
Also, a visitor to Malta today can clearly see the impacts that 

followed the Order’s departure from Malta (after Malta’s cap-

ture by Napoleon in 1798), especially these three: 

• the enduring legacy of the St John Hospitallers re-

mained in the Health Sciences’ world-cutting-edge of Mal-
tese medical practice; 

• the modern shaping of Malta by the British Navy and by 

British institutions generally; 
and the keen sense of Maltese independence that is cele-
brated each year since 1964 on Freedom Day (31 March). 
There were ten of us, including five Chevaliers of the Order, 

who visited from South Australia in Malta in April 2017. Dur-

ing the one week of our visit half of our time was spent tour-

ing to embrace the sights and understand Malta a little bet-

ter. The other half of our week was just as enlightening be-

cause we met the Members of the Order from Europe and 

America, and we heard their national (Priory) Reports, 

shared together in a truly ecumenical Eucharist, and attend-

ed four splendid Order of St John Dinners on each of the 

main four days of our meeting. The two most significant oc-

casions were the Eucharist (held in the Order’s permanent 

headquarters in Valetta) and the Sovereign Council Meeting 

(which proceeded on the Saturday morning and afternoon). 

On key occasions the one hundred of us, Chevaliers and 

Dames who were present, wore our red mantles with the 

white crosses, along with our gold-red-white insignia of the 

Order.  

Chevalier Dr Baden Teague  
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Seven Days In Malta With St John 
The most spectacular sight in Malta is the Grand Harbour. The 

natural limestone cliffs lend themselves to have added the cut 

limestone walls which are themselves topped with battlements 

and backed up by medieval artillery forts. On the north side is 

Valetta, the grand city that was built after the Siege of Malta in 

1565. On the south side are the two mini peninsulas called 

Vittoriosa (with its Fort St Angelo) and Senglea which have a 

safe marina between them. The honey-coloured stone through-

out gives a unity to the whole. However, the real unity in this 

great harbour springs from the foundation that everything you 

can see was planned and built by the Knights Hospitaller of St 

John. 

The Order of St John was originally formed in Jerusalem follow-

ing the First Crusade. Two generations later, they were dis-

placed from the Holy Land by Saladin’s military victories. The 

Order retreated to Acre on the Mediterranean coast, then Cy-

prus near Limassol (Colossi Castle), then the islands in the 

Rhodes group of the Aegean Sea. Two hundred years later the 

military pressure of Suleiman of Turkey forced an even bigger 

retreat to Malta. This small group of islands to the south of Italy 

was owned by the European Emperor, Charles V, when in 

1530 he gave Malta to the Order of St John. At the time it was 

a small, dry and barren land without defences. But its main 

misfortune was a mounting peril from an attack by Turkey. The 

700 Chevaliers of St John helped by the 5000 men of Malta 

and some 3000 European mercenaries had to start from 

scratch to build the defences. They transformed the place. The 

defences that they built were essential to the Order winning the 

Siege. Also, the momentum from that victory led to the com-

pletely new northern side of the harbour which is the capital 

city, Valetta. This city is named for the Order’s then Grand 

Master (and military commander), Jean de la Valette. 

What we see during a visit in 2017 to Malta is still the defensi-

ble harbour, the city walls and the grand buildings that were 

established 450 years ago by the Order of St John. But what 

we see turns out to be far more than military assets: there is as 



  However, what followed was a day of walking with so 
much to see, to learn and to enjoy. Our guide was first 
class with highlights including: 

Valletta Barrakka Gardens 

Viewing the Grand Harbour and the Three Cities 

Lunch at St. Elmo 

The film ‘The Malta Experience’ - so good. 

The Sacra Infermeria, the Hospital of the Knights 
holding up to 960 patients. Now a much used 
Conference Centre 

The War Museum 

  The big disappointment was that St John’s Co-Cathedral 
and the Oratory, which held ‘The Beheading of St John 
the Baptist’ by Caravaggio, was closed as it was the 
Freedom Day holiday to celebrate Malta’s independence 
from Britain. 

  The Sovereign Council Meeting was held on Saturday, 1 
April. Perhaps the date was significant because my diary 
entry read ’self-important people with grand titles hear 
reports from Priorys from around the world.’ Our Prior, 
David Wotton, was so good. South Australia is in excel-
lent hands and arguably the most successful priory in the 
Order. 

Sunday was our last day. The ecumenical service started 
on time. Our Danish Lutheran priest had trained as an 
opera singer and began this service by singing Amazing 
Grace. This made for a brilliant start to what was to be a 
heart wrenching service. Also so significant was that it 
was first time for many priests that the Eucharist Service 
was really ecumenical, with Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Lutheran, Orthodox and Jesuit priests all involved. Magic 
in the setting (the Chapel of the Order) in the prayers and 
in its inspiring messages this Service more than made up 
for the weak investiture. 

  A lunch followed then more tours, again first class. 
These included Wignacourt Museum, St. Paul’s Grotto in 
Rabat and Mdina. All so memorable. 

  The farewell dinner in the Palace Hotel was held on the 
9th floor Temp Asian Restaurant. 

The degustation menu featured eight dishes, all Asian, all 
so tasty, all so very special. 

  The 2017 meeting finished on such a high note that ear-
lier concerns (from someone not familiar with the culture, 
history and geography of Malta) were replaced by an 
understanding and a great respect for the Order and for 
the people of Malta. 

Chevalier Ray Stanley KSJ  

 

 

Page 8 

REPORT ON THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM, 

KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER CONFERENCE SLIEMA MALTA 

30 MAR – 3 APR 2017 

A beginning that made me ask, ‘Is all this worthwhile?’ with an 
ending that made me just so glad that I had made the effort. 

SA Attendees: Chevalier Harold Lane, Chevalier Ray Michell, 
Chevalier Ray Stanley, Chevalier Baden Teague and Cheva-
lier David Wotton 

Introduction 

  The Malta and Gozo experience was dominated by this coun-
try’s history and its beauty. Its history goes back to 4000 BC 
with invasions by the Phoenicians in 800 BC followed by the 
Romans, the Arabs, the Knights, the Turks (resulting in the 
Great Siege) the French and the British. Independence came 
in 1979 and in 2004 Malta became a member of the European 
Union. 

  Each of these changes, some gentle, most cruel, has left its 
mark and, remarkably, these are still visible today. One of the 
many memorable examples being St Paul’s Grotto in the 
Church of St Paul. Its beauty is dominated by its religion, sur-
prisingly still very evident in Malta. There are many churches, 
most with amazing architecture and frescoes. The winding, 
narrow roads packed with parked cars and with new and old 
buildings, encouraged exploration. 

  The Malta experience was all go, go, go. Walking was not 
optional - it was the major part of the Malta experiences. Excel-
lent tour guides added to the overall experiences. 

The Conference 

  The initial and a major disappointment was the very poor ad-
ministration by the conference organisers. A 9.00am start be-
came 9:45am and few knew what was going on. One example 
being the formal Mass and Investiture to open the conference. 
This was scheduled for 5:30 pm and was thought to mean the 
bus departure time. No – departure time was 4.00pm. But 
many had not been informed of this; sadly resulting in some 
missing this important event.  

  On arrival at the Headquarters of the Order in Valletta it was 
discovered that no one had the key for entry. Standing in a 
narrow street dodging cars for 25 minutes was bonding as 
groups mingled. There was no mass and the investiture was 
amateur in content and execution. 

  The Gala Dinner to welcome all was at 8:30pm, still the same 
time as if we left for the opening service at 5:30pm. However, 
the fine menu and careful seating (by priory groups) restored 
confidence. It was a warm welcome. 

  The next day, alas, started poorly. The bus departure was 
held up by an irate Grand Master who claimed that only 36 had 
booked for the day’s trip but there were 44 on the bus. His 
problem, not explained until 25 minutes later, was their bulk 
entries for lunch and sites to be visited were for 36, with the 
others having to pay on entry. A pity this was not explained 
(kindly) at the beginning. 



then listed an unprecedented number of promotions 

within the Order.  Diplomas were then presented to 

those promoted by the Grand Prior and Chancellor. A 

list of office bearers, promoted members and of the new 

Knights and Dames will be found elsewhere*. 

Despite the absence of discussion over the reports a 

few tricky questions came from the floor. The first of two, 

asking for a summary of attempts at unification of the 

different Orders of St John, came from Chevalier Dr 

Baden Teague KSJ. He might have asked about unifica-

tion in the Christian Church – or the dubiously success-

ful Australian experiment of Federalism. The Grand Pri-

or answered succinctly that the problem was as a result 

of “Power and Personality”. More easily answered was 

the meaning of the acronym PAC, our Priory Administra-

tive Council. As everyone knows it could be confused 

with the Parliamentary Accounts Committee, or the Prin-

cipal Air Chaplain, or with something else, perhaps. 

After the close of the meeting we had time for a tea and 

coffee break, gratefully accepted from the ladies. There-

after soon to be retiring Senior Marshall Chevalier Max 

Lemon AM CJSJ, with some assistance, herded the 

assembled members into a processional order. If there 

were any imperfections most were kind enough not to 

comment. But did anyone spot what was wrong with one 

of the Gonfalons? The Victorians borrowed one of ours, 

and seem to have retained it! And I have a question for 

those who received a new diploma. How do we spell St 

Petersburg? 

Chevalier Robert Black CGSJ  

* Some of those named have been appended a post 

nominal that was correct at the time, but incorrect by the 
meeting’s end. 
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The precedent was set in 2016 that our Annual Chapter 

Meeting would precede the Service of Investiture. This year 

by good fortune from the Calendar we met on the Feast Day 

of St John the Baptist, the 24th of June which, uniquely for a 

Saint, celebrates the day of his birth. 

Prior David Wotton AM CJSJ presided, with Secretary David 

Wilckens CGSJ, after a ceremonial entrance, and an opening 

prayer from Conventual Chaplain Chevalier, The Reverend 

Keith Brice KSJ. We were honoured by the presence of our 

Grand Prior HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, the Prior of Victo-

ria Dame Barbara Abley AM DJSJ, our Chancellor HE Bailiff 

Brian North AO RFD OSJ, Prelate Chevalier Reverend Can-

on David O’Neill KGSJ and Victorian visitor and Grand Priory 

Archivist Dame Mary Lewis OAM CJSJ. 

An excellent representative number of 64 Knights and Dames 

were present, and apologies were received from six, including 

two from WA. Prior David welcomed the six Donats who were 

Candidates for Investiture, noting that Chevalier Professor Ian 

Olver AM KSJ had been invested a week previously in Mel-

bourne.  The business of the meeting then proceeded 

smoothly, accepting the minutes without amendment, and 

receiving the various reports without question, criticism or 

complaint. 

The Grand Prior’s report included the good news of two Inter-

national appointments by the Sovereign Council in Malta. HE 

Chevalier Andrew Wilson  AM KGSJ, retiring as a Judge of 

the Supreme Court, will be replaced by HE Chevalier Peter 

Herriman KSJ.  And our Prelate, Chevalier Canon O’Neill 

KGSJ has been appointed to the Ecclesiastical Council.  

It is perhaps a curious anomaly that the majority of reports 

are for the Priory  or “inter-investiture” year, virtually the finan-

cial year, whereas the Treasurer’s report is for the preceding, 

calendar year. For that reason the successful Film Night re-

ferred to in both the Prior’s report and Dame Jill Moore’s 

Function Committee report was not the same successful one 

as in the Treasurer’s figures. But they were both successful. 

 I make the observation that we are perhaps not drinking 

enough if only 17 orders have been received for Hugo’s 

splendid wine. Chevalier Mike Tyler AO CGSJ observed, in 

presenting his report, that we are holding on to our old books 

too long, as he wants to sell them. And his sales would seem 

to produce the greatest personal contribution to our fund rais-

ing. 

Prior David followed his report by announcing the appoint-

ment of office bearers for the following twelve months. He 

Annual Meeting of the SA Priory Chapter 
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Investiture 2017  

                            A Donat’s View 

Contrary to my usual innate dread of, public ceremonies, I was utterly surprised at how much I enjoyed my 

Investiture and how sacramental I found the entire Service. 

Christ Church is one of my favourite churches, having previously attended it in an official capacity for a mili-

tary memorial service and the funeral of Sir Eric von Schramek which, coincidently, is the first time I became 

aware of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller. So the thought of my Investiture at Christ 

Church was warmly anticipated.  

As we were assembled, by our earthy and masterful Chief Marshall, order emerged from chaos and we 

Donats mentally “rehearsed” what was ahead, with a little apprehension. This was a total waste of energy 

because of the reassuring warmth which surrounded us and because, once in formation, random individual-

ism was transformed into “oneness”. Thus, proceeding into Christ Church, rhythmically “in step” I began to 

sense a suspension of time and it was lovely to be received by our family and friends. 

As we Donats sat directly in front of the Chancel and Sanctuary, I was awestruck by its majesty. Dwarfed by a 

magnificent ceiling in the apse, with a blue and gold star studded ceiling, radiating down upon you and a sem-

icircular wall with its beautiful stain glass panels, and two green panels elegantly scripted in gold with Creed 

and Lords Prayer together with the Ten Commandments, this was indeed an intimate sacred space into which 

we were being drawn. This feeling continued for me, as we actually moved into it for our vows and investiture 

and, such was my absorption in the ceremony that I was “blown away” when we Donats turned to be wel-

comed into the Congregation and (because of our higher elevation) I felt as though I was in a tunnel as my 

gaze drawn down to the equally magnificent stained glass windows above the Baptistry. 

For me this was an unexpectedly mystical experience and the entire Service drew me back to the several vis-

its I have made to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, when in Jerusalem about  five years ago – and especial-

ly the mass we celebrated in the holy grotto.  

Inexplicably I experienced the same sense of sacred time and place during our Christ Church Service as I did 

at the Holy Sepulchre. Part of this experience included the experience that time was “suspended” and thus I 

totally absorbed every word said or sung at Christ Church. What particularly resonates with me from the Hom-

ily, is what I call “the principle of inversion”, the idea that St. John “made himself smaller, so that Jesus might 

be bigger”. It is a wonderful image of charity and humility, one which I take to distinguish Knights Hospitaller’s 

from others. 

I have since returned to Christ Church. As magnificent and majestic as it is, it was not the same experience 

that I had during our Investiture Service. 

On behalf of myself, and my fellow Donats, I thank you for welcoming us and for the experience created by 

the Service. 

Chevalier M.G. (Fred) Trueman.KSJ 
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Investiture 2017  
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Investiture 2017  



Our new Knights and Dames  
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Chevalier Dr Christopher Carl Aiken KSJ 

Carl was born and raised in Adelaide.  His work experience began with an electrical appren-

ticeship, after which he gained a degree in Arts and a Doctorate in Theology from the USA. 

His major ministry roles have been at Richmond Baptist Church and the Women’s and Chil-

dren’s Hospital.  He is nearing the end of his role as an Army Reserve Chaplain. 

During his military service Carl was deployed to Pakistan and to the Middle East and had re-

ceived awards for his contributions: a Prince of Wales Award by Defence to study chaplaincy 

practice in Chicago and the CREDO wellbeing program of the US Navy; the Campaign Medal 

for Operation Catalyst, the Defence Long Service medal, the Australian Defence Medal and 

the Anniversary of National Service Medal. 

He has been the State President of the Australian Health and Welfare Chaplains Association 

and board and committee member of several national and local chaplaincy and Baptist organisations. He has also served on 

the Executive Committee for the South Australian Baptist Churches and as a Justice of the Peace for about 35 years. 

Carl is a semi-passionate Port Adelaide supporter.  He has played 200-odd games of parklands football (badly), basketball 
moderately well for 35 years and one season of rugby. He attends Richmond Baptist Church.  Mary and Carl have three adult 

children.  His hobbies include old cars and gardening. 

Chevalier the Ven. David Andrew Bassett KSJ 

David moved to Adelaide in 2008, with his wife Susan and their two children to take up a posi-

tion as Rector of St Matthew’s and of St Bartholomew’s Norwood. He is currently the Acting 

Registrar, the Secretary of Synod for the Diocese of Adelaide and the Archdeacon of Torrens.  

Previously he was the Vicar of St James’ Ivanhoe and a Governor of Ivanhoe Girls Grammar 

School. 

David is committed to Christian education and served for seven years as a Chaplain at Mel-

bourne Grammar School.  Currently he is a Governor of St Peter’s College and is providing 

chapel services for St Peter’s Girls.  Before training for Ordained Anglican Ministry he was a 

Primary School teacher. 

David serves on a variety of boards and a wide variety of ministries.  He is currently the Presi-

dent of the Church Missionary society for South Australia and Northern Territory, a member of the Standing Committee on the 

General Synod of the Anglican Church in Australia, a member of St Matthew’s Homes Board and Laura Alfred West Church 

Homes as well as a member of Diocesan Council and the Trust of the See. 

David enjoys showing hospitality, singing and spending time with their dogs.  He has a strong desire to see the Church and its 
institutions in a strong and healthy position so it can fulfil its mission in serving the community and witnessing to the grace of 

God. 



Dame Dr Edith Barbara Miller DSJ 

Edith was born in Budapest Hungary in 1939.  She arrived in Adelaide in 1949.  After her sec-

ondary education at St Aloysius College, Edith completed her medical degree at Adelaide Uni-

versity in 1963.  Following a short time in general practice, Edith studied further to become a 

psychiatrist and psychotherapist. 

In December 1962 she took the best decision of her life and married Michael Miller.  They have 

3 children and 7 grandchildren. 

In 1980 she became the Director of the new Psychiatric Department at Modbury Hospital   and 

opened the purpose-built Woodley House.  This was a rewarding time in establishing the ethos 

of the facility and forging links with other medical specialties with the Modbury Hospital. 

In 1984 she became a Senior Consultant at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, specialising in liaison 

psychiatry in the Burns and the Adult Cystic Fibrosis Facility in the Respiratory Medicine Department.  At the same time she 

began a 24-year career as a private consultant psychiatrist in Rose Park, seeing general psychiatric, psychotherapy and gen-

der dysphoric patients. 

Having retired from those positions, Edith undertook part-time psychiatric consultation in the rural areas of Port Pirie and 

Yankalilla. Since 1983 Edith has been actively involved with the Mary Potter foundation and Calvary Hospital and the Hospice 
Auxiliary of which she is currently Vice President. 
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Dame the Hon. Margaret Jean Nyland AM DSJ 

The Honourable Margaret Nyland AM was the second woman to be appointed to the Supreme 

Court of South Australia. One of only three women admitted to practice in the State in 1965, 

Margaret obtained articles and, in time, became the senior partner in her own law firm.  She 

later enjoyed a very successful career, where her area of specialisation was family law.  Sub-

sequent appointments included Commonwealth Social Security Appeals Tribunal SA from 

1975 to 1987; Chair of the South Australian Sex Discrimination Board in 1985; Deputy Presid-

ing Officer of the Equal Opportunity Tribunal in 1986: District Court Judge in 1987 and Su-

preme Court Judge in 1993. 

After retiring from the Supreme Court in 2012, Margaret was appointed Commissioner to the 

Child Protections Systems Royal Commission SA in 2014. 

She was appointed a member of the Order of Australia for service to the judiciary, human rights and equal status of women, 

and to the community through a range of cultural organisations.  In April 2017 she was the recipient of the Inaugural Australian 

Association of Women Judges’ Human Rights Award.  

Margaret takes great pride in the achievements of the many young lawyers she has mentored over the years, these being 
very much part of her extended family. 



 

Chevalier Mark Gregory “Fred” Trueman APM KSJ 

Fred has had an extensive and much varied 42-year career with the South Australian Police, 

retiring as a Chief Superintendent.  His early operational service involved general uniform 

duties at Port Adelaide, Whyalla, Coober Pedy and the APY lands and a specialist post in the 

Vice Squad.  Then followed appointments as a police prosecutor, instructor at the Police 

Academy, in legislative reform and policy development.  His service was recognised by the 

award of the Australian Police Medal. 

He was extensively involved in developing the first audio-video police interview recording 

sytem in Australia and the Hindley Street Cautionary Diversion Program.  He also served as a 

director of the Australian Institute of Emergency Services and as Chairman of Police Health. 

In the latter appointment he managed Police Health in its transition from and internal employ-

ee health fund into an independent incorporated association and began its national expansion. 

Fred has been an adult learner and part-time student throughout his professional life, earning a number of degrees and diplo-

mas.  As the current Director of Masonic Learning his time is largely committed to assisting a number of younger men who are 

curious about philosophical and spiritual matters and have not  had the opportunity of a tertiary education. 

Fred is married to Ann, has one son, and now enjoys the freedom of retirement to follow many interests. 

Chevalier Daniel Ronald Watson KSJ 

Danny was educated at Gawler High School and is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Di-

rectors, a Senior Fellow of Financial Services Institute of Australasia and a Fellow of Certified 

Practising Accountants. 

He commenced work as a clerk at sharebrokers, Cutten and Harvey in 1962, left in 1974 to 

gain accounting and managerial skills at Beneficial Finance and returned to the firm in 1981 

as a Partner. There followed a number of mergers and an interesting time as a subsidiary of 

the State Bank.  The business was repurchased by Day Cutten and Danny was appointed as 

Chairman until the takeover by Macquarie Equities and 1999.  Danny retired in 2004. 

Danny is a former Chairman of the SA Commission for Catholic Schools, a form Member of 

the ASX and its Disciplinary Tribunal, former Director of Mutual Community and form Trustee/Director of Industry super Fund, 

NGS Super. 

 

He is currently Chairman of the Mary Potter Foundation, a Trustee of the Playford Memorial Trust and is advisor to Minda, 

Pembroke School Foundation and two Family Boards. Danny joined the Lions Club of Glenside on his retirement and is cur-

rently secretary. He is a member of the Adelaide Club, Glenelg Golf Club and South Lakes Golf Club.  He has been married to 

Barbara for nearly 30 years and has two adult children, both living in Adelaide. 
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A year later he was joined by Fr. Sebastian Camilleri and 

both were offered a plot of land with a big house at Lock-

leys. The chapel in this Franciscan House served as a 

place of worship for the neighbourhood.  It became the 

church for locals and many Maltese migrants.  The dream 

and vision of the first Franciscans started becoming a reali-

ty. Their pastoral work increased, so much so, that in No-

vember 1950 another priest from Malta, in the person of Fr 

Peter Paul Mejlaq, joined them.  A Nissen hut to serve as a 

Church was built next to the house and was blessed by 

Archbishop Matthew Beovich on August 3rd 1952, thus giv-

ing birth to the new Parish.  Malta kept sending Friars to 

help in the running of the Parish to date, fifteen in all.  In 

1960 a bigger Church dedicated to Christ the King started 

to be built and was officially blessed on September 3rd 

1951, while the Nissen hut now was to serve as a Parish 

community hall. 

To have it all complete St Francis Primary School was built 
and was officially opened in 1966 and a new hall replacing 
the Nissen hut was built in 1980.  To add flavour to it, on 

the same grounds adjoining the Friary, the Maltese Fran-
ciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in 1987, started 
running their St Raphael’s Home for the Aged, and in 1990 

were housed at the old Friary House and made it their Re-
gional House, where the Friars moved to a newly bought 
adjoining residence. 

Extract from Maltese Newsletter  
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The Parish Church of Christ  

The King—Lockleys SA 

The Parish of Christ the King at Lockleys this year has 

celebrated its 52nd birthday.  The Parish of Lockleys and 

the South Australian Maltese Community Chaplaincy 

owe their origin to one person Fr Giles Ferriggi.  It start-

ed in the immediate years after World War 2 when the 

Maltese started emigrating to the four corners of the 

globe, looking for a more promising future, since back 

home jobs were becoming hard to acquire.  

Fr Giles with other Maltese Franciscans offered their 

services abroad with the emigrants and he arrived in 

Adelaide in 1948. The then Archbishop of Adelaide, His 

Grace Matthew Beovich offered him residence at Arch-

bishop’s House in the city and appointed him as Chap-

lain to the Maltese Community.  
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Message from the Executive Director Mary Potter 

I have to be honest with you, that sometimes at the start of 

the year I can find myself feeling a bit 

overwhelmed by the important care 

needs that must be funded this year for 

so many patients and their families who 

are living out their final weeks and days.  

From all-important medical and nursing 

care or providing a special sized bed for 

comfort or delivering a cake and flowers 

to allow a couple the chance to celebrate 

that one last anniversary together.  

Then I take a breath and realise that at the Foundation we are 

far from alone. In fact, it is you, our wonderful and caring do-

nors who will make sure that these needs are met.  I am hum-

bled that so many of you will reach out to help people you will 

never meet, understanding the importance of care that truly is 

about living every day, every hour. 

So I thank you in advance and hope that you will continue to 

feel inspired by all that you make possible.  We look forward 

to sharing this year with you by our side. 

Best wishes Cathy Murphy 

 

The Grand Commander was al- ways the leader of the Tongue of 

Provence and second in rank to the Grand Master, for whom he often 

deputised in the event of illness or absence.  His duties were not pre-

cisely defined, but it seems he managed the Order’s property and 

he had been in control of its in- come, taxes, and other resources.  

His subordinates were the Sub- Commander and the Granary Inspec-

tor.  The former was responsible for the stores of salt, meat and wine 

and he was probably chosen from the class of Sergeant.  The lat-

ter supplied Order with wheat and cereals. 

The League Banners of 1565 
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