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Prior’s Report 

While details relating to the events which occurred during the recent 
visit of HE Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ are provided elsewhere in this 
Newsletter, it is appropriate that I also make some brief comments. It 
was an honour and a privilege for us to have our Grand Commander 
with us, the first time that such a high ranking officer of our Order has 
visited.  We were blessed with beautiful weather throughout his stay 
and I’m sure he appreciated a more relaxed itinerary after a very 
busy time in Victoria and Tasmania. We were also very pleased to 
have our Grand Prior HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ with us during 
the visit.  
 
I’m sure that I speak on behalf of all of our members in expressing 
our gratitude to the many Knights and Dames who made a signifi-
cant contribution in making the visit such a wonderful success. I par-
ticularly want to thank Chairman Chevalier Don Stewart and the 
members of the Functions Committee who made a special effort in 
organising the various events. 
 
The cocktail party which served as a celebration of the Siege of Mal-
ta, and an opportunity to formally welcome our special guest, was a 
wonderful evening. We were pleased to have with us, once again, 
our good friends, the Honorary Consul for Malta in South Australia 
Mr Frank Scicluna OAM and Mrs Josie Scicluna. I was particularly 
pleased to also welcome for the first time the President of the Mal-
tese Community Council and the Chairman of the Maltese Guild and 
their wives. I was pleased that these senior members accepted our 
invitation and I hope that this may result in a closer tie between our 
Priory and the Maltese Community. Mrs June Genders wonderful 
playing helped to make it a very pleasant evening. 
 
The Investiture was, once again, a very moving experience not only 
for our new Knights and Dame but for all who attended. The homily, 
provided by our Prelate, Chevalier Rev Canon David O’Neill KJSJ, 
the music for the procession and recession, the excellent contribu-
tion made by organist Andrew Georg and trumpeter Orson Paine 
were all most fitting for this special occasion. Thank you also to our 
Chaplain Chevalier the Reverend Keith Brice KGSJ for his ministry 
and guidance and his office staff for the printing of the Order of Ser-
vice.  
 
 I was pleased to have our own choir made up of our members and 
partners participating for the first time at an Investiture and a special 
thank you to Rachel Evans for her excellent leadership. Raechel 
Summer’s rendition of the Maltese National Anthem in Maltese and 
English was also well received and much appreciated by the Grand 
Commander. 
 
Once again the Investiture Luncheon was a very happy occasion, 
the venue very attractive and the staff served us well. We were 
pleased to have the Grand Prior and the Grand Commander address 
us with the latter providing us with a detailed explanation of the histo-
ry of the Order. A very special thank you to Chevalier Henry d’As-
sumpcao who, once again, provided us with the biographical details 
of our new Dames and Knights our thanks also to Chev. Peter Lane 
OAM CGSJ for the printing of our material. Thank you also to Cheva-
lier David Wilckens CGSJ who was an excellent MC. The fact that 
we were able to present the Mary Potter Hospice with a cheque for 
$15,000 on this occasion rather than the customary $10,000 was 
due to the excellent outcome of the Fundraising Committees efforts 
 
Thank you once again to all who helped make those five days so 
special. 
 
Prior The Hon David Wotton AM CJSJ  



 

Vice Prior, Treasurer, Grand Priory Councillor CGSJ, BEc, FCA, MAICD  

Peter is a Chartered Accountant, Chartered Secretary, and member of the Institute of Company Directors. 

He was born in Adelaide in 1950 and spent his early years at Parawa, near Deep Creek on the Fleurieu Penin-

sula, where his parents were developing a farm property out of the native scrub.  He began school at Yanka-

lilla Area School, later boarding in Adelaide at St Peter’s College where he enjoyed a range of sports and sea 

scouting. 

A gap year between school and university allowed him to adjust his original ambition to study Agricultural 

Science.  Instead he read Economics at the University of Adelaide, while participating enthusiastically at St 

Mark’s College.  He became Treasurer of the College Club in his final year. 

After graduating he spent four years at Canberra’s Bureau of Agricultural Economics where he researched 

crop commodities and aspects of rural finance.  Canberra is also handy to the Australian Alps and Peter en-

joyed skiing, bushwalking, sailing and fly fishing in the region. 

Canberra allowed him to reassess his ambition about spending his entire career as an economist, and he be-

gan further study to broaden his qualifications.  He returned to Adelaide and in 1976 joined KPMG’s ante-

cedent firm, Touche Ross & Co. as an auditor. 

Peter’s work as a Chartered Accountant involved a broad range of audit and business advice and he became a 

partner in 1987.  In 1995 he transferred to KPMG in Russia as expatriate partner in charge of audit while his 

firm grew rapidly in Russia and Central Asia.  He returned to Adelaide in 1998 and led audits in oil and gas, 

electricity generation, agribusiness and manufacturing.  Peter had the good fortune to work with some very 

significant clients, including Santos and the development of the Cooper Basin Liquids Project, the Adelaide 

to Darwin Railway, S Kidman & Co and Codan.  He also audited well-known not-for-profit organisations 

including Minda, Novita, the Heart Foundation and Cancer Council. 

Peter retired from KPMG at the end of 2006 and until mid-2010 was Company Secretary and Chief Financial 

Officer of the San Remo Macaroni group.  He is a director of a private investment company, was independ-

ent member of the audit committee of Defense SA from 2006 to 2018, and served on the audit committee for 

Adelaide Hills Council. 

He has been involved with management of The Adelaide Club since 1990 and enjoyed past experience in 

executive committees at St Mark’s College and St Peter’s College Foundation. 

Peter and Robyn married in 1996.  They live at Medindie and have a small property near Woodside.  Alt-

hough they have no children there has been an energetic family of highly pedigreed beagles bred and shown 

through their “Darkfelt” kennel.  Peter is an experienced, but these days very infrequent, golfer, maintains an 

interest in investment and the Stock Exchange, and is unreasonably pleased on the occasional days that the 

Times cryptic crossword can be solved. 
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The next in our series of “Know your Officers”              

Chevalier Vice Prior Peter Robertson 
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 

The cocktail party with about 80 members and guests present was a great success. Our Prior the Hon. David Wotton CJSJ 

welcomed those present including the Grand Prior HE Bailiff  Peter Wiltshire from Victoria, the honorary Maltese Consul 

Mr.Frank Scicluna and Mrs. Scicluna, the chairman of the Maltese Coucil,the chairman of the Maltese guild and their wives, 

and several other members of the Maltese community. Mrs. June Genders provided excellent background music on the pi-

ano, for which we were most grateful.  

The guest of honour HE Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander Paul Borg, introduced by our Prior,  addressed the gathering 

and outlined the history of the Order in Australia. The Order was first established in Queensland with the formation of a com-

mandery on 8th September 1972. Major Roland Podesta, who had been admitted to the Order, was the first commander. 

The commandery was promoted to a Priory in 1974 with jurisdiction over Australia and New Zealand. Priories followed in 

Victoria and New South Wales. A commandery was established in South Australia in 1985 and a Priory in 1992. 

Our Prior gave the toast to celebrate the end of the  siege. The toast was enthusiastically received by all present. 

Thanks to Chevalier Don Stewart KGSJ and the functions committee for an excellent evening. 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy CMSJ 
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 
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Investiture & Luncheon   

The Investiture of Aspirants Geoff, John, Julie and myself went off without a hitch. It was a profound and inspirational experi-
ence, made even more so by the great privilege of having it presided over by The Grand Commander HE Bailiff Paul Borg 
OSJ, visiting us from our administrative home in Malta. His calm and wise demeanour, punctuated with his self-deprecating 
humour, ensured the four of us to be invested, enjoyed the moment but understood the gravity of the ceremony. When the 
formalities had concluded and we turned around to be presented to the congregation, it was humbling to see so many people 
present to celebrate our Investiture. I certainly resolved, as did Chev. John, Chev. Geoff and Dame Julie that we would make 
it our business to support future aspirant’s Investitures with our affection and attendance.   

I would like to acknowledge and thank everyone for their support and participation, including, but not exclusively, 
The Grand Commander HE Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ, Grand Prior HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, Chancellor HE Bailiff Brian 
North AO RFD OSJ, HE Bailiff Emeritus The Hon Roger Goldsworthy AO OSJ, Prior of SA Chev. The Hon David Wotton AM 
CJSJ, and Prior of Victoria Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ and everyone in attendance. I was particularly grateful and im-
pressed with the Choir, who not only performed with considerable musical distinction but also masked my toneless singing in 
the process, much to everyone's good fortune.  

The Lunch 

Dame Julie and I quickly swapped mantles, as she had mine and I had hers but no harm was done—we gathered for the 
Lunch.  I’m sure my mantle will never again look as good, but at least it served some time with distinction on Dame Julie ’s 
shoulders. 

There were speeches but it was a time for all four of us to sit back and relax and ponder on the roles we must play 
in the Order. The Grand Commander HE Bailiff Paul Borg OSJ distilled the day, in his wide-ranging speech, into the essence 
of the Order and its purpose. He spoke with considerable experience and urged that the regalia and ceremony while im-
portant are only the trappings in service to the history of the Order. He stressed that charity is primary to belonging and cere-
mony. That we are a charitable order first and foremost and that we are to be judged on what we do in service to our Motto 
Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum—For Faith For Service to Humanity.  

 That was the day. It was grand, religiously profound and inspiring and above all, celebratory but that was then, and now it 
is time to deliver on our vows. We all look forward to our service.  

Chevalier Gary N. Lines KSJ MFA 
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Investiture   

CHEVALIER GARY N. LINES KSJ 

Gary, born in Adelaide in 1951, was educated at the now closed Marion High 
School then to university to study Medical Technology. Realising he was not suit-
ed to looking down microscopes fulltime, he moved into a business career. In 
Sydney, he ran the international marketing for Thomas Cook, then Southern Pa-
cific Hotel Corp before leaving for Connecticut as Vice President—International for 
US Surgical Corp. Post US Surgical, Gary and his partner, Maggi Miles, lived in 
New York for eight years running their knitwear business. They returned to Aus-
tralia and founded the Byron Bay Cookie Company and over 16 years, grew it into an iconic 
brand. Along the way, the company won the Telstra NSW Small Business Award and a number of 
other international awards—the company employed over 100 people, established a London distri-
bution centre and exported to 16 countries. BBCC was sold in 2008. 

Retiring to Adelaide, Gary completed a Masters of Fine Arts at Flinders University. In 2016, he 
published a novel. Gary had a play produced by the Queensland Theatre Company, has reviewed 
books for the Australian Book Review (ABR) and is a guest columnist for The Australian Financial 
Review in the ‘Talking Point’ section. 

Gary is a Fellow and Governor of St. Ann’s College and served for ten years on the College’s Foun-
dation as a Member and Chairman. 

DAME JULIE FAY POTTS DSJ 

Julie has a Diploma of Teaching, a Post Graduate Diploma of Health Sciences 
(Parent Education and Counselling) and a Master of Education (Educational Psy-
chology and Special Education) and is a Master Practitioner of Neuro-Linguistic 
Programming.  

She has worked in all schooling sectors in South Australia, the University Sector, 
the Fitness Industry, the British pre-school in Tripoli, Libya, and in secondary 
schools in London. Her work includes teaching, counselling, training (Parent Educa-
tion, Study Skills and Leadership training for teens) and working as the Independent School’s rep-
resentative with Drug Strategy, a whole-school approach to student health and well-being.  

Julie was the Judging Director of the South Australian Tournament of Minds for 10 years, and each 
year recruited, trained and coordinated over 200 volunteer judges to judge over 2000 students at 
Flinders University. She led Service Trips for College students to Malaysia to work at Bethany 
Home, a School/Community for people with Disability, and organised ongoing support with fund-
raising and professional development for the staff. Julie continues to provide counselling services 
to help clients with a variety of issues.  

She collects for the Australian Red Cross, has been involved with netball, cricket, tennis and vol-
leyball and has volunteered at Ronald Mc Donald House. Julie is a Member of the Australian Col-
lege of Educators and the Association of Independent Schools of South Australia Counsellors and 
Psychologists Group.  
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Investiture   

CHEVALIER JOHN DAVID SPENCER OAM, KSJ 

John was educated at Sacred Heart College and gained a Bachelor of Business 
from the University of South Australia. 

He commenced employment with the Department of Army and in 1978 he was 
appointed in 1978 as Director of Audit (Far East), based in Malaysia.  On return 
to Australia he was promoted as Defence Finance Manager for SA/NT.  In 1997 
he transferred to the position of State Secretary/Executive Director of the Re-
turned & Services League of Australia (SA/NT Branch) until his retirement in 2008. 

John has been a Justice of the Peace for 35 years and has served on the Boards of Legacy, the 
State ANZAC Day Committee, the Order of Australia Association (SA), the Repatriation Hospital, 
Council on the Ageing, the RSL State Branch, RSL Care (SA) and on the State Government 
‘Veterans Advisory Council’ and the ‘Veterans Health Advisory Council’.  He is Past President of the 
SA Peacekeepers Association. 

During National Service he served on HQ Australian Force Vietnam, Saigon and later, in the Army 
Reserve, had postings to Indonesia, Malaysia, Namibia, UN HQ New York and Cambodia.   John is 
a Graduate of the Royal Australian Naval Staff College and retired with the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

He was awarded a Defence Commendation for UN Service and the Medal of the Order of Australia 
for his contributions to Veterans’ welfare.   

CHEVALIER GEOFFREY PETER WALSH KSJ 

Geoff attended St Ignatius College and Roseworthy Agricultural College and stud-
ied Business (Marketing) at The University of SA. He commenced his career with 
Southern Farmers, then Ansett Airlines and the NSW Government in Tourism Mar-
keting in Sydney. He returned to Adelaide as the inaugural SA and NT Director of 
the Australian Institute of Company Directors and remains a Fellow of that organi-
sation. He has consulted to business and holds a number of Board positions. In 
2014 he was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Australian Institute of Management, is a 
Senior Associate of the Financial Services Institute of Australasia and has been a Justice of the 
Peace for 35 years. He has presented at the Graduate School of Management of University of SA, 
and led Diploma of Management Courses at the Management and Research Centre. 

For 29 years he had an active role with the defence forces reserves.  

Geoff’s interests outside business are in the area of disadvantaged, special and at-risk children; 
he has worked with Variety, the Children’s Charity, for twenty-six years. Since 2003 Geoff has 
been a member of the Field Management Staff for Operation Flinders Foundation and in 2016 was 
appointed an Ambassador. Since retirement he spends his time between Hindmarsh Island and 
Adelaide, enjoys his involvement with yacht racing at Goolwa, outback and overseas travel.  

He has two daughters, and five grandchildren. 
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DAME MARY LOUISE WITHERS KSJ 

Mary was admitted to legal practice in South Australia in 1974. She worked 
at Mallesons in Melbourne before returning to South Australia where she be-
came a consultant with Philips Fox. Before her retirement in 2014 she had 
been the Manager of the Litigation Assistance Fund and the Executive Officer 
of the Law Foundation of South Australia Inc.  

Mary was a Governor of St Andrew's Hospital, Chair of the St Andrew's Hos-
pital Foundation Inc and a Trustee of the Playford Memorial Trust. She was 
involved in fund raising for Loreto College, the Anglican Archbishop's Com-
mittee and the Salvation Army. She now volunteers at St Andrew's Hospital.  

Brian and Mary have four children and five grandchildren. Her pursuits are golf, bridge, book 
clubs and travel 
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Grand Prior, Prior, Mike Tyler ( who raises thousands of dollars for our charity) and the Grand 
Commander at the Prior’s home. 

Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter Foundation. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. Chevalier Mar-

cus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any bequest to the Foundation. 

Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discussion and his contact details are in the Roll of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-patient palliative and 

end of life care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are so grateful for the compassion, the digni-

ty and the love that the Hospice team brings into their lives. 

Chevalier David Klingberg AO KGSJ  



Newsletter Production 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO CMSJ  

Chev. Prof. John Jackson CJSJ 

Chev. Peter Summers OAM KGSJ 
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News from Mary Potter 
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Extracts from Maltese Newsletter 
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