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As this is the first edition of our News letter for 2018 may I take this 

opportunity to wish everyone a happy, productive and safe New Year.  

Apart from our monthly meetings, which I am pleased to say continue to 

attract very good attendances, we have had two excellent events which 

provided the opportunity for wonderful fellowship between our members 

and their guests. We were pleased to have as our special guests, our 

Grand Prior and his wife at our Christmas Dinner when some             

ninety members and guests enjoyed a fun filled evening with the main 

entertainment being the SA Priory Choir. I am grateful to Maestro 

Chevalier Mark Denton who with Rachel Evans on the key board, led us 

in the singing of various carols, some traditional and one or two not so 

traditional. Cathy Murphy, Executive Director of the Mary Potter Foun-

dation, who always finds the time to attend our functions, was also a 

special guest and we were pleased to present her with a further cheque 

for $10,000 to assist the work of the Mary Potter Hospice.  

I was particularly pleased with the number of our members and their 

guests who attended our Annual Service. Once again our Priory joined 

with the congregation at Christ Church for Evensong which is an excel-

lent way to commence the New Year. During the service, our Chaplain 

Chevalier the Rev. Keith Brice, dedicated a plaque in the Church which 

recognises this magnificent church as our Priory’s conventual Church. 

We are very grateful To Dame Bin Irwin who donated the plaque and to 

Dame Edith Miller and her helpers who organised a magnificent supper 

following the service which provided another wonderful opportunity for 

excellent fellowship.  

Much discussion of late has centred on the visit of the Grand Com-

mander to Australia later this year. The SA PAC has made the decision 

to hold our 2018 Investiture in August rather than the usual June, which 

has been the practice previously, so that it will coincide with the Grand 

Commander’s visit to our State.  

Late last year Chevalier Peter Herriman accepted my invitation to chair 

our Membership Committee and has been instrumental in the prepara-

tion of revised Nomination Procedures which have now been approved 

by our PAC. I am hopeful that they will clearly define the procedures to 

be adopted when an invitation to a new member is considered.  

Chevalier David Klingberg and his committee have been examining the 

feasibility of implementing specific fundraising programs for the Priory 

which could raise additional funds for charitable works. The PAC has 

given approval   for the continuation of these in principle  investigations 

which will be discussed further at the April meeting of the Priory. 

We have been saddened by the passing of two of our members. 

Chevalier Vic Prosser and Chevalier Gordon Ormandy. Both of these 

members will be sorely missed. 

Prior Chevalier David Wotton AM CJSJ 
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Prior’s Report 



 

Robert is a General Surgeon who retired in early 2004 from private practice, and as a Senior Visiting Surgeon 
to Repatriation General Hospital Daw Park.  He graduated in 1963, proceeded to Fellowship of the Royal Aus-
tralasian College of Surgeons (1968) and overseas for research and a Master of Surgery thesis.  He was  Lec-
turer in Surgery in Sheffield, Senior Lecturer in Perth and The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, and added a Doctor of 
Medicine thesis in 1980.  From 1981 he enjoyed a fulfilling career largely with Veterans, and their dependants. 

He has been an author or co-author of  publications, in subjects ranging from fungal infections, medical student 
assessment, breast and colon cancer, to cardio pulmonary resuscitation in a ‘Black-Hawk’ helicopter. 

His marble was not drawn for National Service so he joined the University Squadron, was commissioned as a 
Pilot Officer in 1959 and promoted to Flight Lieutenant in 1963 on graduation.  Returning from overseas to the 
RAAF Reserve, he served on bases in all Australian mainland States, and was deployed to Malaysia, Rwanda, 
Bougainville, and East Timor.  He was promoted to Group Captain in 1990, retired at the age of 60, then re-
enlisted to 65.  He was Principal Reserve Medical Officer for SA in the RAAF Specialist Reserve,1987 to 1996, 
Consultant Emeritus to the Surgeon General,  Australian Defence Force 1999, and appointed a Member of the 
Order of Australia (Military Division) in 1996.   For RAAF service he wears an Australian Service Medal (clasps 
SE Asia, and Bougainville), an Australian Active Service Medal (Rwanda and East Timor), and a Reserve 
Force Decoration with four clasps, (35 years service). 

For nine years to 2005 he was State Medical Officer for St John Ambulance SA, having joined as an under-
graduate, and serving for several years before travelling.  He has medals for St John (long) Service, and  as a 
Member of the Most Venerable Order.  In 2002 he was invested as a Knight (KSJ) in the Order of St John, 
Knights Hospitaller, and is currently a Knight of Justice. 

He has been a member of several professional associations, the RSL, and the RAAF Association, being elect-
ed President of the Mitcham Branch in 2014.  He became a Legatee in 2005, stll serves on a number of Com-
mittees, joined the Board in 2008 and served as President in 2010.  He chaired the National Legacy’s Statutes 
Revision Committee in 2012.  

He has been appointed to Federal Ministerial Committees on Professional Services and Specialist Recognition, 
and to the PM’s Advisory Council on ex-service matters.  He was a Services Member of the Veterans’ Review 
Board (2006-2015), a member of the Veterans’ Advisory Council (SA, 2011-2013), of the Veterans Health Advi-
sory Council (2013-2014) and Chairman of the Repat Foundation Research Grants Committee (2013-2015). 

He served on the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons State Committee, and was for eight years a Member 
of the Court of Examiners in General Surgery.  For the Australian Association of Surgeons he has been State 
Chairman, Federal Vice President, Distinguished Councillor and Board Member.  He served on the State Coun-
cil of the AMA, and for six years was the Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee for Surgeons and Ophthal-
mologists for the Federal AMA.  He was made a Fellow of the AMA in 2002. 

He is a follower of sport particularly cricket, sings tenor in choirs, and plays tennis and  contract Bridge with 
more enthusiasm than skill.  He has had a number of positions including Church Warden in the Anglican Par-
ishes of Nedlands (WA) and Hawthorn, (SA). 

With the aforementioned distractions he has not been a great help around the house or in the kitchen, and 
would not have been able to indulge in these interesting preoccupations without the loving support of his wife 
Tania, and the forbearance of his three sons, Paul, barrister, Richard musician and James anaesthetist.. 

In retirement he did locum work as a country surgeon, and in Timor, until 2007.  But of particular interest he 
had 4-6 week engagements between 2005 and 2009 as ship’s doctor on the Polar Star, visiting Antarctica, the 
Arctic, the Azores and British Isles, Iceland, Greenland and Maritime Canada. 

 

November  2017. 
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The next in our series of “know your officers”              

Vice Chancellor Chevalier Robert Black 

       AM RFD KJSJ;  MBBS MS MD FRACS FAMA 



Once again The Parlour of historic Ayers House, North Terrace provided a splendid setting for our 2017 Christmas Dinner, this 
time on a cool summer evening.   Minimalist Christmas decorations nicely complimented the elegant décor that was enhanced 
by the table settings with the flags of the Order and potted poinsettia.  

We were privileged to have the Grand Prior, H.E. Bailiff Peter Wiltshire and his wife Felicity as our guests.  They with another 90 
Knights, Dames, partners and guests enjoyed an excellent three-course meal served by courteous and helpful staff.   Master of 
Ceremonies Chevalier Fred Trueman kept the evening flowing smoothly and photographers Chevalier Jeff Nicholas and Cheva-
lier John Jackson gathered evidence of proceedings.   

Prior David Wotton welcomed all and in proposing the Toast to the Order, thanked the members and partners for their contribu-
tion to another successful year for the Priory.  He also thanked Lane Print for their valuable support and drew attention to the 
poinettia on each table, generously donated by Mitre 10 Malvern. 

The Grand Prior in responding to the toast expressed his appreciation for the invitation for he and Felicity to be present and 
congratulated the Priory on its work.  He concluded by presenting Chevalier Trevor Olsson with the Grand Cross of Merit, a per-
sonal reward from the Grand Master of the Order for his service to OSJ Malta and the Grand Priory of Australasia.   He drew 
attention in particular to Chevalier Trevor’s work as Judge of the Grand Priory Court, the harmonization of the Grand Priory Con-
stitution and Manual of Rules with the Malta Rules and for the comprehensive legal and practical advice provided over many 
years.  The award carries the post-nominal CMSJ. 

Once again the Priory Choir provided the formal and not so formal entertainment of the evening.  Under the leadership of Choir 
Master Chevalier Mark Denton and with accompaniment by Rachel Evans on keyboard, they entertained with carols and a clev-
er ditty provided by Prior David. 

2017 had been a successful fundraising year and it was once again pleasing to be able to present the Mary Potter Foundation 
with a further cheque for $10,000.  Cathy Murphy graciously accepted the donation on behalf of the Foundation. 

The evening was rounded-off by the choir leading all in a enthusiastic rendition of ‘Hark the Herald Angels’ and ‘Joy to the 
World’ together with a rousing encore of ‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’. 

Chevalier The Reverend Keith Brice drew the evening to a close with a Closing Blessing. 

Chevalier Don Stewart KGSJ  
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Church Service 2018 

The Annual Church Service of our Priory took place at our Conventual Church, Christ Church, North Adelaide on Sunday 4 

February2018. It was conducted in conjunction with Choral Evensong there and we thus joined with the regular congregation 

in the service. 

Our Prelate ,The Reverend Keith Brice KGSJ, presided and we were fortunate indeed to have the services of the Organist 

and Conductor Andrew Georg and the Church Choir. 

Despite oppressive weather and the nearby cricket final at Adelaide Oval, we had a very impressive attendance of members 

and the celebration was a fitting one. 

In his sermon the Prelate referred to the First Reading and earlier writings of the prophet Zephaniah where he spoke of the 

wrath of God that would be visited upon the Israelites due to their moral degradation and idolatry of false gods. The Reading 

itself focussed on the mercy he would extend to the just amongst them  

He posed the question: what would God do were he to visit our contemporary world? Who would be amongst the just? 

It is a little sobering to read Zephaniah’s description of God’s vengeance but a rather more optimistic note emerged from the 

second reading where Christ shows his mercy and heals the outcast, the leper who has faith in him. 

At the end of the Service a plaque dedicated to the Order was placed in one of the few remaining panels in the Church (a 

photograph appears below) It was generously furnished by Dame Bin Irwin DGSJ and we are much indebted to the Church 

congregation and our Prelate for their own generosity in permitting it to be installed. 

The Service was followed by an ample supper in the Church Hall and our thanks go to Dame Edith Miller DSJ for her work in 

organising it. 

The evening was a fitting start to 2018. 

Chevalier Peter Herriman KGSJ  
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We are so pleased to introduce you to Kevin Hardy, The Mary Potter Foundation Palli-

ative Care Nurse Practitioner at Calvary North Adelaide Hospital. 

We asked Kevin to share a little bit about himself and his role 

“It was actually caring for my own dad when he was dying from cancer that led me to 

become a registered nurse when I was 35.  I believe that palliative care chose me 

rather than choosing this field of nursing because of the profound experience with my 

dad. 

In 2015 I became a Nurse Practitioner after completing a Master’s degree and gaining 

significant experience and training in my chosen speciality of palliative care. 

One of the most important ways I can have an impact for patients and families is to try to empower them through choices 

about their care. People living with limiting illnesses often lose a sense of control over their lives. I want to help people under-

stand that we focus on each day of life regardless of how long that life will be.  We do our best to improve a patient’s quality 

of life by making the most of the good days and managing the bad days as best we can. 

We don’t focus on the end point of life as much as the general public may think.  I love that my philosophy is strongly aligned 

to the Mary Potter Care ‘living everyday every hour’ mandate. 

I would like to say a big thank you to the donors who have supported my role.  I have now seen first-hand the difference do-
nors make to the lives of so many patients and their families.” 

Mary Potter News 

Following are extracts from Maltese Newsletter. 
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Australia Hall, Pembroke, Malta in pitiful state 
In 1915, the Australian Branch of the British Red Cross 

Collected funds for the building of Australia Hall 

Derelict building in Pembroke, which used to entertain thousands of wounded soldiers, was officially 
inaugurated 100 years ago  

During the First World War (1914-18), Malta was dubbed as The Nurse of the Mediterranean as it was the larg-
est British military outpost hosting thousands of allied wounded soldiers from the Gallipoli and Salonika 
warfronts. Numerous convalescent camps were erected and large buildings were transformed into hospitals. 
Most of these soldiers belonged to the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACS), some of whom 
died while in Malta.  

In 1915, the Australian Branch of the British Red Cross collected funds for the building of Australia Hall at Pem-
broke, a recreation centre/theatre and annexes, to stand as a monument to the wounded ANZAC troops that 
were nursed in Malta. This large hall could cater for some 2000 men, in which stage productions, bingo, dances 
and other forms of entertainment were held. A library and reading room were later included and it was the build-
ing where the Navy, Army and Air Force Institute (NAAFI), was first established in 1921. About this time, a pro-
jection room was added for the hall to double as a cinema. With the closure of the British military facilities in St 
Andrew's Barracks in 1978, the hall became the property of the Maltese government and later allocated to third 
parties. Unfortunately, the ceiling of trusses and sheeting was gutted by fire in December 1998 but its sturdy 
four walls still remain standing. Many are truly heartbroken and even disgusted at the state of the Australia Hall 
in Pembroke. The Australian branch of the Red Cross had raised funds to finance a combined recreation cen-
tre/theatre building that would serve to entertain wounded soldiers belonging to the Australian and New Zea-
land Army Corps (ANZAC).   

The hall eventually became the property of the Maltese government and was later allocated to third parties after 
the closure of the British military facilities in St Andrew’s Barracks in 1978. Right up to the withdrawal of the 
British troops in 1979, the building was in constant use for entertainment of all kinds. It was closed but in De-
cember 1998 it was severely damaged by fire and reduced to a derelict roofless shell.  

In 1996, the Malta Environment and Planning Authority scheduled Australia Hall as a Grade 2 building of histor-
ic, architectural and contextual value as it forms part of a larger scheduled military complex and its protection 
status was retained and republished following a revision as per Government Notice number 880/09 dated Octo-
ber 30, 2009.  

The original blueprints have been found for the building and 6,000sqm grounds, but restoration is likely to re-
quire millions of euros.  

It is now at the risk of disappearing both physically and from living memory due to different agendas at play. 
The large painting on one of the walls of the abandoned White Rocks complex not far from the Australia Hall is 
perhaps a good explanation of the situation… Who cares?  The former Australia Hall is crying out to be re-

stored in its formal glory and rehabilitated to a use which would serve the needs of the local community. This 
begs the question as to how long all we will continue to close a Nelson’s eye to this shambolic situation 
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Valletta—The City Gate 

Technically, the first ever ‘City gate’ wasn’t actually a gate –it was in fact a passageway dug into the fortifica-
tions. However, between 1566 and 1569 Francesco Laparelli de Carotona built a gateway known as Porta San 
Giorgio. This was replaced in 1632 by Tommaso Dingli’s design which involved a central arch with two smaller 
ones at each side, along with a wooden drawbridge going across what is known as ‘the ditch’. 
 

During the British rule this design was once 
again changed, this time by Colonel Thompson 
in 1853. This time the entrance featured two 
large arches along with two small ones on each 
side. The gate also featured two statues, one of 
Grandmaster Jean De La Vallette, the man re-
sponsible for winning the Great Siege and 
building the capital, and the other was 
Grandmaster L’Isle Adam – the first Grandmas-
ter of Malta. 
 
This gate, known as Porta Reali or King’s Gate 
was later replaced by the 1964 City Gate which 
was part of the Italian Modernist movement. 
The 1964 gate was part of a large-scale project 
to redesign Valletta’s entrance along with the 

Royal Opera House. This project however was never finalised due to public displeasure. 
 
It was therefore in 2011 that Renzo Piano’s designs were approved. His plan for the entrance was one of reor-
ganisation with a return to the initial entrance’s style. Over the years the bridge into Valletta had come to re-
semble a normal passageway rather than an actual bridge, for this reason Renzo Piano’s design worked at rec-
reating the feeling of crossing a bridge, imitating the 1633 Dingli design. Moreover, the plans serve to reinstate 
the original feeling of depth as you walk into the 
city. This was a nod to the fortification’s main pur-
pose –that of protection and strength. Image 
Source: Fritz photography. 
 
The open-air aspect of the entrance meant that 
the above road could no longer be used, the road 
was connected with the entrance to the capital 
through the 2 side staircases, similar to the King’s 
gate’s design. This also allowed for the fortifica-
tions to become more visible –giving them prima-
ry attention, whilst also acting as a memory of an 
older design. 
 
In short –the new entrance to Valletta is in many 
ways a look back at the original function of the entrance along with the original design. The entrance looks 
much like a passageway cut into the fortifications, just like the original gateway, and the many features hinting 
at older times serve to act as a reminder that our history and culture will follow us wherever we go. 
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I love my grandkids – because they are the apple of my eyes – the song in my heart – the 

warmth of my smile – the frosting on my cake – the rose in my garden – the light of my life. 

 

A grandfather is someone with silver in his hair and gold in his heart. 
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Newsletter Production 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO CMSJ  

Chev. Prof. John Jackson CJSJ 

Chev. Peter Summers OAM KGSJ 

The Members of  Le Chevalier production 

team wishes to expresses their thanks to 

the editor of the  Maltese e-news letter for 

permission to use the preceding articles.  

World War One 1918-2018 

100 years of the Nurse of the  

Mediterranean 

The Sacra Infermeria.  Now Mediterranean Conference Centre, Val-

letta 

Commemorations are being held in Gallipoli, Turkey, today, to mark 

the centenary since the landings on the Gallipoli Peninsula, which 

saw Malta earn its reputation as the 'Nurse of the Mediterranean'.  

The ultimate aim of the campaign was the occupation of Constantinople (Istanbul) forcing Turkey out of the war.  But the cam-

paign was poorly planned and executed, becoming a spectacular failure for the allies.  

The allied landings were carried out mostly by Australians and New Zealand troops (since known as Anzacs) along with Brit-

ish and French soldiers. They landed on a narrow stretch of land right into a hail of machinegun fire by a prepared enemy.  

The campaign continued for more than nine months before the allies withdrew. As the casualties mounted, thousands were 

brought to Malta in a fleet of hospital ships.  

At the outset of the war Malta had four military hospitals - in Valletta, St Julian's Mtarfa and Cottonera, along with facilities at 

Bighi and Fort Chambray in Gozo.  

The first batch of 600 injured soldiers were brought here on May 4, 1915 and hundreds more followed within days. A number 

of doctors and nurses were also brought in from the UK but they could hardly cope as schools and other buildings were taken 

over by the military and hastily converted into hospitals. New buildings were also erected - including Australia Hall.  

There were over 30 medical establishments dotted across Malta by the time the campaign was over. 58,000 injured soldiers 

were brought to Malta in less than a year.  Some 1,500 died and are buried here - Australians, New Zealanders, Britons, 

French, Indians, Egyptians and Turks.    

Some 800 Maltese labourers also served under Maltese officers in Gallipoli, and a number of them lost their lives there. Malta 
played a similar role as that of Gallipoli when the allied forces launched the Salonika campaign, with landings on the northern 
Greek coast in 1915 in an attempt to relieve Serbian forces fighting the Bulgarian army. Some 78,000 injured soldiers were 

eventually brought to Malta for medical care.    
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