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Prior’s Report 

I was very pleased to be able to welcome to our recent Annu-
al Chapter Meeting our Grand Prior HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire 
OSJ, along with Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ, Prior of the 
Victorian Priory, and members of the Grand Priory Council. 
Unfortunately, there were a significant number of apologies 
from our own members due to illness and those being away. 
This is understandable at this time of the year. The meeting 
provided the opportunity for members to be advised of those 
who are to hold office over the coming twelve months as well 
as receiving reports from members holding office during the 
past twelve months. 

With the changeover of personnel holding office the Chapter 
Meeting was an appropriate time to recognize the significant 
contributions made by members of the Priory Administrative 
Council. In particular Chevalier Robert Black AM KJSJ Vice 
Chancellor and Dame Bin Irwin DGSJ Chamberlain who will 
not be continuing in those positions.. Both have served our 
Priory very well..  I’m sure that I was also able to speak on 
behalf of all of our members in thanking Chevalier David 
Wilckens KJSJ who has relinquished his position as Priory 
Secretary. David has been a great support to me personally 
and has made a significant contribution to our Priory. Cheva-
lier David has agreed to continue as PAC secretary and is 
also the Grand Priory Secretary.  

Thirteen members of our Priory received promotions at the 
Chapter meeting  having provided exemplary service to our 
Order. The opportunity was also provided to thank and recog-
nize Chevalier Mike Tyler AO CGSJ and Dame Ella Tyler 
DGSJ for their wonderful support as a result of the book 
sales. Chevaliers Vili Millisits OAM CGSJ and Peter Lane 
OAM CGSJ were also thanked for their ongoing support in 
assisting with the catering and our printing. Bailiff Emeritus 
Roger Goldsworthy AO OSJ, Chevalier Peter Summers OAM 
KGSJ and Chevalier John Jackson CJSJ were also thanked 
for taking responsibility for the preparation of this excellent 
newsletter. 

I am pleased to report that plans are now in hand to welcome 
the Grand Commander HE Paul Borg OSJ who will arrive in 
Adelaide from Melbourne on 22

nd
 August. As our special 

guest he will attend both the Siege of Malta Cocktail Party on 
that evening and our Investiture on the 25

th 
August. Having a 

very senior member of our Order officiating will, I believe, add 
significantly to a very special Investiture. 

The Sovereign Council will meet in Malta in April next year 
and I am pleased with the number of our members who will be 
attending. Having visited Malta last year, attended the Council 
meeting and participated in the various tours organized for 
our visitors, I can strongly recommend that you give consider-
ation to attending. If members are interested I would be 
pleased to discuss arrangements with them. 

Chevalier David Wotton AM JP CJSJ 



Grand Priory Council Meeting 

June 18, 2018. 

Grand Priory Council is the executive committee of the Grand Priory of Australasia and is responsible for the 
management of the business, affairs and property of the Order.  The Grand Priory Council comprises HE 
Bailiff Peter Wiltshire (Grand Prior And Chairman), HE Bailiff Brian North (Deputy Grand Prior and Chancel-
lor), Chevalier Richard Trigg (Treasurer), Chevalier David Wotton (Prior of South Australia), Dame Barbara 
Abley (Prior of Victoria), Chevalier David Wilckens (Secretary), Dame Mary Lewis (Archivist), Chevalier Rob-
ert Middleton (Chamberlain), Dame Rosemary Brooks (Hospitaller), Chevalier Barry Abley (Extension Coor-
dinator) and Councillors Chevalier Alex Anderson, Chevalier Tony Woods, Chevalier Peter Robertson and 
Dame Jan Synot. 

 
The Grand Priory Council met in Melbourne on 2nd March 2018.  On this occasion and at the invitation of the 
Grand Prior, members of the Ecclesiastical Conclave attended and were introduced to the Council: Canon 
David O’Neill, Chevaliers The Reverend Keith Brice, The Reverend Dr Kevin Yelverton, The Reverend Carl 
Aitken and the Reverend Russel Joyce. Conclave members then recessed to consider, in board terms, 
Chaplaincy within the Order. 
 
Items discussed by Grand Priory Council included: 
The visit of the Grand Commander to Australia in August. The Grand Commander will firstly arrive in Mel-
bourne then after visiting country Victoria and Tasmania will travel to Adelaide before the South Australian 
Investiture. 
The Grand Prior advised that the biennial OSJ Malta Sovereign Council Meeting will be held in Valetta on 
Saturday 6th April 2019, followed by the Ecumenical Church Service on Sunday 7th April 2019. 
The Draft Manual of the Order.  After much fruitful discussion and some final small amendments, Council 
adopted the Manual and approved its circulation to the full membership. 
It was agreed to rename the Regalia booklet as Regalia Protocol to facilitate alignment with the Manual. 
A request to review the Nomination for Admission Form was supported.  The intention is to update the Form 
to acknowledge contemporary social mores and language. 
Business reports from the Priors of South Australia and Victoria and other office bearers (named above) 
were accepted. 
 
The next Grand Priory Council meeting is scheduled for June 18 and will be held at the Naval, Military and 
Air Force Club in Adelaide. 
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Grand Priory Report 

2 March 2018 

The Grand Priory Council met in Adelaide on June 18, 2018.  HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire chaired the meeting 
which was also attended by the Priors of South Australia (Chevalier David Wotton) and Victoria (Dame Barbara 
Abley) along with senior office bearers and councillors. 
 
Matters brought to Council: 
• The refined itinerary and program for the visit of the Grand Commander Paul Borg OSJ in August was dis-

cussed in detail.  The Grand Commander will begin his visit to Australia in Melbourne then visit Tasmania 
before coming to Adelaide in time to participate in the South Australian Investiture. 

• A revised policy regarding ‘Nomination of Admission’ to the Order was adopted.  The nomination form has 
been updated to reflect contemporary language and community standards. 

• A formal policy for reimbursement of expenses incurred by Grand Priory Council Members undertaking du-
ties for the Order was adopted. The purpose of the document is to assist all members by setting out the 
types and level of expenses that may be claimed, clarifies the authority for approving claims and provides a 
process for members seeking reimbursement. 

• Council endorsed the Privacy Statement brought forward by the Priory of Victoria and resolved to adopt this 
policy of the Grand Priory. 

 
The next Grand Priory Council meeting will be held on Friday October 26 in the Quality Airport Hotel at Tullama-
rine, Victoria. 
 
Chevalier Professor Tony Woods KJSJ 
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The next in our series of “Know your Officers”              

Chevalier Hospitaller Harold Lane 

  OAM KJSJ MB BS 

Born in 1936, the last of a family of eight, Harold Lane joined St Matthew’s Kensington choir in 1943, as several of 

his brothers had done before him. In 1947 he transferred from Rose Park Primary to Pulteney Grammar School on 

the St Matthew’s Choir Scholarship. In 1949 he had poliomyelitis, spent 3 months in the Crippled Children’s Home 

at Somerton, and missed 6 months of schooling. He was Vice Captain of the school in 1952 and 1953, and was 

awarded The Good Fellowship Medal in 1952. In 1953 he was awarded a School Blue, was Dux of the school and 

became a Queen’s Scout. 

He studied Medicine at Adelaide University, was a house Surgeon at the Royal Adelaide Hospital in 1961, and The 

Queen Victoria Maternity and Adelaide Children’s Hospitals in 1962.Whilst at the university, after National Service 

at Woodside, he spent five years in the Adelaide University Regiment Pipe Band as a Tenor Drummer and then 

Base Drummer. During this period, he led the Wolf Cubs at 1
st
 Norwood Sea Scout Group for six years and was 

awarded a Wood Badge. 

He married Peggy Parkinson in 1961, and they have four children; Michael and Andrew, Chartered Accountants, 

Cathy, a Consultant Pharmacist, and Stephen an Obstetrician and Gynaecologist. They have 13 grandchildren, 

and the eldest two have recently graduated from university. 

In 1963 he bought in to the two-man medical practice in Balaklava, where he practiced for 44 years. He practised 

in general medicine, surgery, obstetrics and gynaecology, anaesthetics, orthopaedics, radiology, psychiatry and  

emergency medicine. He gained a Diploma in Obstetrics from the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecol-

ogists in 1972, and Fellowship of the Royal Australian College of GP’s in 1974. In 2002 he was made a Fellow of 

the Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine and received a Distinguished Service Award from the Col-

lege in 2012. For over 30 years he was a preceptor for final year medical students from Adelaide and Flinders Uni-

versities. 

 He was on the Balaklava Hospital Board for over 30 years, the SA Country Hospitals Board for several years, and 

was an advisor to the SA Coroner. He was a Divisional and Corps Surgeon in the St John Ambulance Brigade for 

over 30 years, and was made a Serving Brother in the Venerable Order of St John in the 1980’s. From 1984 to 

1992 he was a member of the State Radiation Protection Sub-committee. 

He was at times President of the Balaklava Golf and Cricket Clubs, and the Lower North Cricket Association. He 

has been a member of the Balaklava Racing Club committee for over 40 years, is a Life Member, and was the 

Club Surgeon from 1965 -2012.  He was awarded the Ian Hayward Award by St Peters Old Collegians Football 

Club in 1994 for Service to the Club. He was an Anglican Lay Reader at St Matthew’s in the 1950’s, and also a lay 

reader and pastoral assistant at Christ Church Balaklava for 40 years. In 2004 he was the South Australian Citizen 

of the Year. He was awarded a Medal of The Order of Australia in 2012.  

Overseas travel with Peg has led him to many European, Asian, North Central and South American, Southern and 

Northern African, Middle Eastern, and Baltic countries, plus   Russia, Japan, Korea, India, Sri Lanka and New Zea-

land, as well as the Galapagos and Easter Islands. 

He is presently President of The Men’s Probus Club of Toorak Gardens, and Hospitaller of the Sovereign Order of 

St John of Jerusalem – Knights Hospitaller (Invested 2008). Since leaving the Balaklava general practice in 2007, 

he has continued to work as a surgical assistant at Ashford Hospital for Adelaide Obstetrics, founded by his son 

Stephen. 
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Film Night  

Finding Your Feet 

Two years after the initial film evening experiment with “The Lady in the Van” our annual fundraising event in April 

returned to the topic of senior citizens facing up to life’s bumpier realities and taking chances. 

Nearly 500 people attended our presentation of “Finding Your Feet” at the Capri Theatre, over 100 more than the 

previous year’s event.  By 4.30pm the foyers were a hive of activity and the raffle sellers were in full flight.  Shortly 

after 5pm the audience was treated to a short recital from the mighty Wurlitzer theatre organ before the main fea-

ture was screened. 

The film is a light-hearted feel-good story that follows the main character’s journey after a marriage break-up to 

reconnect with her polar opposite sister and find fulfilment in her new life. 

At the end of the movie the raffle was drawn by Cathy Murphy, executive officer of Mary Potter Foundation, and 

the audience then enjoyed refreshments in the foyers. 

The evening was a significant financial success, in all raising $14,000 for the Mary Potter Hospice. 

Our thanks go to many: the Functions Committee who ran the event, members and their families who provided 

homemade sandwiches, Chevalier Vili Milisits for a generous supply of delicious Vilis pastries, Chevalier Don Sa-

rah for wine, and Chevalier Peter Lane for printing tickets. 

Chevalier Peter Robertson CGSJ  
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VALE 

Chevalier Robert Kennedy KSJ 

Bob was a chartered accountant.  He held a public practice certificate and held diplomas in 

system analysis, financial planning and financial services.  He was a Life Member of the 

Australian Institute of Management, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company direc-

tors, Fellow of the Australian Tax Institute and an Associate of the Governance Institute of 

Australia. 

He was known for his stamina, his ability to think independently across a wide range of issues, his unstinting 

availability and his extensive knowledge of the mining industry where he took appointments to boards in the re-

sources sector.  He was chair of five Australian mining company boards and of the National Pharmacies. 

He vacated office as Chairman of Beach Energy Ltd in 2012 where he was Chairman for five years and a non-

executive director for almost 21 years, he led the company from near insolvency to a market cap of around 

$1.8bn in 2012. 

Bob was Chairman of the University of Adelaide’s Institute of Minerals and Energy Resources for five years end-

ing in late 2014, was mentor in AICD’s diversity program and regularly presented on topic relating to directors 

within the AICD.  In 2013 and 2015 he served on a panel at the CGI Glass Lewis remuneration Seminar. 

He was awarded Entrepreneur of the Year (EOY) in the Ernst & Young central Region awards in the listed cate-
gory in 2011. He was the chairman of judges for the EOY 2013 – 2015 for the unit and a national judge for those 

VALE 

Chevalier Dr Gordon Ormandy KSJ MB BS 

Chevalier Gordon Ormandy graduated MB BS from Sydney University Medical School in 
1955 and became a fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, England, in 1960. On return-

ing to Australia in 1963 he took a position as Senior surgeon at Broken Hill Base Hospital 
between 1964 and 1974 before commencing practice in Adelaide in January 1975.  

He was a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.  In 1971 he volunteered 
from the Army Reserve for service as a surgeon at One Australian Field Hospital, Vung 
Tau in Vietnam.  He joined Legacy on his return.  Thereafter he served on the Board of the Western District 
Hospital for ten years and was Chairman for four years. He also served on the early Board of the Mary Potter 
Hospice Foundation.  As a legatee he served on the Pension’s sub-committee and was Chairman of the Legacy 

Fundraising Race Day Appeal, which stemmed from a decade of earlier involvement as President of the Broken 
Hill and St Patrick’s Race Club.  He was elected to the Board of the SA Jockey club in 1977. He and his late 
wife Joy are survived by four children and eleven grandchildren. 



Extract of the eulogy for Chevalier Walter Stamn AM KGST BE, given by his 

son.—Walter Stamn was active in the following many professional societies; 

Advisory Committees 

Mechanical Engineering SAIT, CSIRO and Australian Committee of the International Coop-

eration in Advanced Manufacturing 

Learned Society Activities 

Institute of Engineers, Australia SA Division Mechanical and Chemical Branch 

National Committee- Manufacturing Engineering 

Engineers Australia, Board for the Institution of Engineers, Australia 

Fellow of the Academy of Tech Sciences and Engineering 

Australian Council of Professions 

1976 Advanced Management Programme – Harvard Business School 

Awards and Honours 

1982 – Jack Finlay National Award for: - ‘Dedication, character and professional achievements contributing to the 

national welfare’. 

1986 – Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for services to engineering. (One of his proudest moments). 

1991 – Honorary Fellowship of the Institution of Engineers 

2009 – Inducted into SA Engineering Hall of Fame 

Community Service 

Charter member of the Lions Club – Orange NSW and Marion SA 

Life member of the Australian American Association 

Treasurer of the Order of Australia Association SA Division 

Joined Board of the Phoenix Society – Life membership in 1998 
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VALE 

Chevalier Daniel Ronald Watson KSJ 

Danny was educated at Gawler High School and was a Fellow of the Australian Institute of 

Directors, a Senior Fellow of Financial Services Institute of Australasia and a Fellow of Certi-

fied Practising Accountants. 

He commenced work as a clerk at sharebrokers, Cutten and Harvey in 1962, left in 1974 to 

gain accounting and managerial skills at Beneficial finance and returned to the firm in 1981 as a Partner. There 

followed a number of mergers and an interesting time as a subsidiary of the State Bank.  The business was re-

purchased by Day Cutten and Danny was appointed as Chairman until the takeover by Macquarie Equities in 

1999. Danny retired in 2004. 

Danny was former Chairman of SA Commission for Catholic Schools, a former Member of the ASX and its Disci-

plinary Tribunal, former Director of Mutual Community and former Trustee/Director of Industry Super Fund, NGS 

Super. 

He was Chairman of the Mary Potter Foundation, a Trustee of the Playford Memorial Trust and was advisor to 

Minda, Pembroke School foundation and two Family Boards.  Danny joined the Lions Club of Glenside on his 

retirement and was its secretary.  He was a member of the Adelaide Club, Glenelg Golf Club and South Lakes 

Golf Club. He was married to Barbara for nearly 30 years and has two adult children, both living in Adelaide.  



 

Annual Chapter Meetings  

MONDAY 18
TH

 OF JUNE 2018 
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Our Annual Meetings of members of the Priory, or of 

the Grand Priory, are called annual Chapter meet-

ings. Traditionally they are held close to the Feast 

Day of St John, the 24
th
 of June, which commemo-

rates his birthday, rather than his death, an event 

more commonly associated with a Saint’s day.  It is 

customary also to plan our Investiture close to that 

day, and the “OSJ year” is thus almost the same as 

the Financial year. However, this year’s Investiture 

postponement to await the arrival of our distinguished 

visitor, Grand Commander Paul Borg OSJ, has creat-

ed a disconnect. As a consequence we were unable 

to recognise our six Aspirants as “Candidates for In-

vestiture”, or as “Proposed Knights and Dames”, as 

their predecessors had been in 2017. The four who 

were present, however, were recognised formally by 

the Prior, and greeted by members with acclamation. 

They were Beverley Arnold, Gary Lines, Julie Potts 

and Mary Withers  

The SA Priory Chapter meeting preceded that of the 

Grand Chapter. Six visitors from Victoria were wel-

comed, including Grand Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire 

OSJ.  We were also graced by the attendance of Vic-

toria’s Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ, Grand 

Priory Treasurer Richard Trigg KJSJ, Geelong Com-

mander Barry Abley CJSJ, Vice Prior Jan Synot 

CGSJ, and Grand Priory Councillor, Alex Anderson 

CGSJ from Mornington.  

Annual reports were delivered by all office bearers.  

Most were presented without additional comment. 

However, one retiring office bearer chose to summa-

rise his three years in the post, as it was his last 

chance to be heard. There were no contentious com-

ments or awkward questions, until later (v.i. Grand 

Prior’s report). The Treasurer Peter Robertson’s re-

port, for calendar year 2017, was clear and encour-

aging. Secretary David Wilckens acknowledged ser-

vice under the guidance of three Priors; Vice Chan-

cellor Robert Black acknowledged two from whom he 

had obtained great support. Hospitaller Harold Lane 

lamented our losses, exhorted us to get a good GP, 

but declined the offer of his professional services. 

Functions Chairman Don Stewart reminded us that 

we will have two close events to enjoy towards the 

end of August: the Siege of Malta cocktail party, and 

the post Investiture luncheon.  He may have had diffi-

culty defending the Capri as the choice for our film 

evenings. The questioner clearly preferred his local 

cinema. Archivist Baden Teague now has an organ-

ised and steadily enlarging collection of historical ma-

terial. Le Chevalier Editor Roger Goldsworthy 

thanked many for help with his excellent journal of 

more current matters. 

Prior David Wotton’s full report outlined a successful 

year for the Priory. He thanked all members of the 

Chapter, and a number were acknowledged by 

name, including three retiring from office. He an-

nounced the following well deserved promotions: to 

Knight Commander of Justice, CJSJ, Henry d’As-

sumpção AO ; to Knight of Justice, KJSJ, Harold 

Lane OAM and David Wilckens; to Knight or Dame 

Commander of Grace CGSJ, Peter Robertson, Ella 

Tyler and Richard Watson; to Knight of Grace KGSJ, 

Graeme Gatley, Jim Howard AM RFD, The Honoura-

ble Robert Lawson QC RFD and Baden Teague.  

Official certificates were presented to the seven 

members present. It was noted that this year’s docu-

ments had the correct spelling of the city now known 

as Leningrad. With an interval of over two months 

before the Investiture those promoted will give their 

tailors or seamstresses time to ensure that their man-

tle collars are appropriately adorned. 

The meeting ended a few seconds before schedule, 

and we broke for coffee or tea. 

The Grand Chapter meeting started late and fin-

ished later still. But its reports were presented with 

suitable emphasis, and explanation, to members, 

most of whom are less well informed of interstate ac-

tivities. Victorian Prior Barbara Abley told us of the 

impressive increase in its membership. Chancellor, 

Bailiff Brian North, informed us of an increase within 

the Grand Priory of 35 in a year, almost all from Vic-

toria.  Dame Barbara reported that two of the newest 

members had chosen to enter at the lower rank of 

Serving Brother or Sister, a category not yet em-



Annual Chapter Meetings  Cont.  

MONDAY 18
TH

 OF JUNE 2018 

braced in SA. Grand Priory Treasurer Richard Trigg’s audited report was also impressive, a total of almost 

$51,000 being dispersed from its Charitable Fund. He acknowledged the great help he had obtained from the 

two Priory Treasurers and reassured us that the “special purpose report” would be suitable for receipt by the 

Taxation Commissioner and those two commendable detective agencies ASIC and ACNC. 

Grand Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire reported at both Chapter meetings but spoke more fully at the second. He 

announced the successful charitable donation sum, listed the year’s Investitures in five places, announced a 

few changes within the Grand Priory Council, recorded several awards and appointments within the Australian 

Honours system, and regretted the passing of several named members. In this last category he highlighted the 

contribution made to the Order by the late Geoff Nielson GCSJ. This was echoed by Bailiff Emeritus Roger 

Goldsworthy, but it led to a tricky question posed by a serial interrogator, as Geoff Nielson had been a deter-

mined protagonist for returning to the Malta allegiance. 

What, our enquirer asked, is the progress in restoring the union between the “two” Orders of St John (sic there 

are several, at least three in SA, four in Victoria)?  Both the Grand Prior and Prior Emeritus Roger attempted to 

explain the disjointed associations with London, Malta, (Rudd-Gillard-Rudd), Vancouver and the Grand Priory 

of Northern Australia, without even mentioning the roles of Suleiman the Magnificent, Queen Victoria, Napole-

on, King Peter Karageorgevitch or the Russian Tsars. It was then past lunch time. A fully illustrated presenta-

tion to answer that question will have to await another occasion. 

In the absence of our Conventual Chaplain, and of our Grand Priory Prelate, Assistant Chaplain, Reverend 

Doctor Carl Aiken KSJ opened and closed both meetings with carefully worded prayers. 

Lunch was served a little after the noon schedule. Choices of fish, foul, flesh, curried or roast, were enjoyed by 

those who could linger. But the members of the Grand Priory Council had to rush to their important delibera-

tions in the hope that the Agenda’s length would not delay the return flight home by our interstate visitors. 

Chevalier Robert Black. AM KJSJ 
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Order of Saint John Bequests 

Further to the additional fundraising presentation made by Chevalier David Klingberg at the April 16 th Priory meeting the Pri-

ory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter Foundation. 

If any Order of Saint John Member is considering making a provision in his or her estate to the Mary Potter Foundation this 

can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. Chevalier Marcus La Vincente 

has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any bequest to the Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a 

confidential discussion and his contact details are in the Roll of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-patient palliative and end of life 

care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are so grateful for the compassion, the dignity and the love that the 

Hospice team brings into their lives. 

Chevalier David Klingberg AO KGSJ  
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Mary Potter News 
 

Introducing Charlotte 

 
Dr Charlotte Griffiths is the Medical Lead in the Mary Potter Hospice. 

Over the past few years, she has worked in both medical oncology and pallia-

tive care.  Recently Charlotte has taken on the role of Palliative Care Consult-

ant in the Hospice. 

 
When a patient is admitted to the Hospice, Charlotte’s priority is to manage 

their symptoms.  Her intention is always to make them as comfortable as pos-

sible. 

Patients may experience many different emotions – fear, doubt, and anxiety.  

Charlotte meets with each patient and their family to address these feelings 

with compassion and empathy.  Her knowledge of medical oncology and palli-

ative care is invaluable as she guides the patient and family through difficult discussions.  She helps them to 

reach a better understanding of their illness. 

 
Over the days or weeks that a patient spends in the Hospice, many changes occur.  Charlotte is there to ensure 

these changes are managed and medications are adjusted accordingly. She is supported by a multi-disciplinary 

team so that the physical, emotional, spiritual and social needs of the patients are addressed.  This holistic care 

focuses not only on a patient’s physical symptoms but their overall wellbeing and that of their families. 

 
Charlotte believes that it is this holistic approach that makes the Hospice unique. 

 
In addition to her care in the Hospice, Charlotte conducts a weekly outpatient clinic and consults in other hospi-

tals and wards.  This enables her to build a rapport with patients before they come to the Hospice.  This continui-

ty of care provides some comfort to the patient and family on arrival to the Hospice. 

 
Charlotte is inspired by working within a team who not only care for patients and families, but also for each other. 

 
Charlotte is an asset to the Hospice team and we are very grateful that she is here to care for patients and their 

families.  Your support makes this possible. Thank you. 



Extracts from Maltese Newsletter. 

Ancient crusader hospital rediscovered by the IAA 370. 

(photo credit: Yoli Shwartz/Courtesy of IAA)   

 

 

 

With the recent finding of the original hospital of the Knights of St. John in the Old City of Jerusalem, it may be interest-

ing to establish what happened to the Order after it was forced to leave Jerusalem.  Originally, the Knights of the Order 

of St. John the Baptist, later the Hospitallers, had come to Jerusalem with the Crusaders in 1099 and formed a kind of 

medical corps to the infantry. They were monks that turned to soldiers and then practiced medicine to help their wound-

ed comrades and other friendly inhabitants who needed clinical attention.  

They were an honourable Order that kept to their separate national origins, like the French and the Italians, governed 

by a grand master of absolute power and restricting entry to young nobles of unblemished Catholic parentage. When 

necessary, the knights functioned as an army of chivalrous officers. They were originally quartered in Jerusalem’s Aksa 

Mosque, after the defeat of the Muslims, stabling their horses in the nearby underground chambers later called Solo-

mon’s Stables. With the conquest of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1187, the Hospitallers retreated to their hospital quarters 

in the Muristan or Christian quarter of the Old City (Muristan being the Persian name for hospital), but were soon ex-

pelled again by the Muslims in 1244 and escaped to refuge in the islands of Cyprus and then Rhodes.  

There they stayed for over 200 years and were busy, as an army, keeping the Turks out of Western Europe. Eventually, 

the Turks, now the predominant Muslim power, decided to rid themselves of this impediment, and Sultan Suleiman I 

sent a force of 400 ships carrying an army of 200,000 troops against Rhodes in 1522. The Knights of St. John, with only 

7,000 defenders, fought to such good effect that it took the Turks a siege of six months to defeat them and, in recogni-

tion of their gallant stand, they were allowed safe passage to leave with their ships and all their men. They were offered 

the island of Malta as safe refuge by Charles V of France, but the king offered unacceptable conditions; the commission 

of knights that went to “spy out the land” reported back with unfavorable views of the island – as being infertile, without 

trees, lacking in water and difficult to defend. Nevertheless, pope Clement VIII, who had some jurisdiction over the Or-

der of St. John, supported the move, and as there was little alternative, the grand master finally accepted the offer in 

1530.  

The knights were then given Malta in perpetuity for an annual rent of one falcon. In exchange, France and the other 

European powers relied on the Hospitallers to continue to keep the Turks out of Western Europe, by controlling the 

Mediterranean Sea routes from Malta. However, Malta was not free of the Turkish threat, and the first act of the Hospi-

tallers was to form themselves into an effective fighting force and build defenses all around the island. Their original 

major site was Il-Birgu, one of several promontories projecting into the Grand Harbor off the Mediterranean. It was a 

desolate area, but the Hospitallers soon transformed it, making a great citadel out of the small, existing Fort St. Angelo 

on the tip of the promontory, and constructing numerous auberges, or palaces, for the different nationalities of the order 

– including the French, Spanish, Italians and English. They also built the gloomy but imposing Palace of the Grand In-

quisitor at the end of the 16th century, which had nothing to do with inquiring into the lives of Jews converted by force to 

Christianity. Rather, it was set up to test the knights, whom the grand master suspected of having come under the influ-

ence of the Reformation, and having thus been led into unholy doubts of scripture. It still stands in all its overpowering 

severity and, ironically, it is today the local tourist information centre – though the torture chambers, retaining their origi-

nal aspect, luckily remain untouched and unused.  
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Our Lady of Victories Church was the first church and building completed in Valletta. The church was built to 

commemorate the victory of the Knights of the Order of St John and the Maltese over the Ottoman invaders on 

8 September 1565. It was built on the site where a religious ceremony was held to inaugurate the laying of the 

foundation stone of the new city Valletta on 28 March 1566. A church was chosen as the first building in order to 

express gratitude. In fact, not only is the church dedicated to the Nativity of the Virgin, but the titular painting is 

situated behind the main altar as well and it depicts the birth of the Blessed Virgin. Grandmaster Jean Parisot 

de Valette personally funded for the building of the church.  

On the 21st August of 1568, Grand Master De Valette passed away after coming down with a fever. In line with 

his final wishes, De Valette was entombed in the crypt of the church upon his death. However, as St. John's Co-

Cathedral was built, De Valette's remains were moved to there.  

In 1617, the order of St John chose this church as their parish church. The church was then dedicated to St An-

thony of Egypt. In 1699, the apse of the church was enlarged on the orders of Grand Master Ramon Perellos y 

Roccaful. In 1716, Maltese artist Alessio Erardi was commissioned by Grand Master Perellos to paint the vault 

with elemental scenes portraying the Life of the Virgin; these were finished in two years. In 1752, the façade, 

sacristy, belfry and the parish priest’s house were enlarged. The façade received a beautiful baroque look. The 

façade also includes a bronze bust of Pope Innocent XII. In addition, in the second part of the 18th century, 

apart from the altars dedicated to St John the Baptist and St Paul, two other altars were built.  

In 1837, the church became the Garrison Church to the Royal Malta Fencibles which later became the Royal 

Malta Artillery. Throughout the years, the church experienced several damages both to its structure and to its 

paintings. On 23 April 1942, the church ceiling was damaged as a consequence of an air raid that hit Valletta 

which also destroyed the nearby Royal Opera House.  

The church has a number of artistic treasures. The paintings on each end above the altar depict St Anthony of 

Egypt and St Anthony of Padua. These were brought to Malta in 1530 by the Knights of Malta after the Emperor 

Charles V gave the island to the Order of St John as its base. The church also contains works by Francesco 

Zahra, Ermenegildo Grech and Enrico Arnaux.  

In 1716, Ramon Perellos y Roccaful commissioned Alessio Erardi to paint the vault of the church. He painted 

scenes from the life of the Virgin Mary.  In 1792, Venetian Grand Admiral Angelo Emo died in Malta. He wished 

for his heart to be buried in the Lady of Victories church; a monument in his name by Maltese sculptor Vincenzo 

Dimech was erected in 1802.  
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