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Prior’s Report 

It is just on four months since becoming Prior and I am very grateful to the officers and 
members of the Priory for all their support in making the transition so smooth.  It is a 
rare privilege to serve as Prior and I look forward to working with all members towards 
furthering the Order’s ideals and principles.  I welcome comments relating to manage-
ment of the Priory, and I encourage all to provide suggestions either to me directly or 
through the PAC as to how we might improve our operations.  On behalf of all mem-
bers I again express our thanks to Chevalier The Honourable David Wotton AM JP 
CJSJ for his leadership over the last three years.  As Vice Prior I greatly valued his 
counsel and insight which will still be much appreciated as I move forward now as 
Prior. 

We are all very much aware of the ongoing need to attract younger members to en-
sure we continue to have a flourishing and vibrant Priory.  I encourage all members to 
identify individuals you consider would be suitable and let me know.  At the Grand 
Priory meeting in Adelaide on October 25 the new electronic nomination process was 
warmly endorsed.  It is expected that having this now in digital format will in future provide the opportunity to extend the time 
that nominations can be made by some months. 

The Priory was absolutely delighted and honoured to have His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of 
South Australia and Mrs Lan Le attend both the Investiture and the post service celebratory lunch this year.  Our Investiture 
Service at Christ Church North Adelaide once again proved to be an inspiring occasion with His Excellency contributing to 
the Service by reading the Epistle.  Two Dames and five Knights were invested by our Grand Prior Bailiff Peter Wiltshire 
OSJ.  The beginning of the ceremony was heralded by the processional Grand Entrance of the Knights of St John, written by 
Richard Strauss and the Order of St John Choristers, our own choir composed of members and partners, were in fine voice.  
At the lunch, we were delighted to present Ms Lorna Riddle, the incoming Executive Director of The Mary Potter Foundation, 
a donation of $12,000 which lifted our overall contribution over the years to in excess of $415,000.  I had the privilege of at-
tending the Annual General meeting of The Mary Potter Foundation on October 8th.  The Board Chair in his report made 
special mention of the Order for its significant and ongoing support to the Foundation. 

The Siege of Malta was celebrated at a very sociable cocktail party at the Naval, Military and Air Force Club in Adelaide.  As 
in previous years we were pleased to welcome as our guests the Hon. Consul for Malta in South Australia Mr Frank Scicluna 
and his wife Josie.  In a break from the normal format it was decided not to have a formal presentation this year and I gave a 
brief overview of the Siege events.  The Hon. Consul also spoke of the historic battles and presented a marvellous book 
entitled ‘The Iconography of the Maltese Islands’ to the Priory for its ongoing recognition and observance of this major histor-
ical event. 

Immediately after the Siege function I travelled to Hobart to participate in the elevation of the Tasmanian Commandery to 
Priory status and the installation of the inaugural Prior of Tasmania, Chevalier John Kennedy KJSJ.  Creation of a new Priory 
is a unique event and I was delighted to contribute to the occasion joining with the Victorian Priory in presenting the new 
Priory gonfalon to the Prior of Tasmania. 

The Priory Administrative Council has been deliberating on strategies to encourage and assist members still working to at-
tend regular monthly meetings.  As a first step, the October meeting was held as a twilight session followed by dinner.  Feed-
back so far indicates this was very well received but I would welcome any comments and suggestions.  The notion of further 
twilight gatherings will be considered by the PAC at its next meeting. 

As members will know, the Grand Prior, Bailiff Peter Wiltshire, has indicated he will not be re-contesting the position once his 
term expires on October 31 due to ill-health.  Bailiff Peter was installed as Grand Prior in October 2015 and he has repre-
sented the Order at Sovereign Council and as a member of the Petit Conseil.  On behalf of all Priory members I sincerely 
thank Bailiff Peter for his outstanding leadership and management of the Grand Priory but most importantly for his good hu-
mour and friendship.  We wish him and Felicity all the very best for the future. 

Finally, I would like to thank all those who contribute to the running of the Priory through the various committees or as indi-
viduals for their dedication and commitment and all Priory members for their support to me as Prior. 

Chevalier Tony Woods KJSJ 

Prior 



Born and educated in Adelaide, Leonie matricu-
lated then completed her Psychology degree at 
Flinders University. During that time, she married 
fellow student Robert Clyne in 1974, and after 
graduating worked for the South Australian Po-
lice Department in a number of roles, mainly in 
the Legal Branch as an Assistant Police Prose-
cutor. Leonie resigned in 1980 to have their first 
child Rebecca, and three years later she had 
their son Lachlan.  

In 1988 Leonie founded the award winning cor-
porate clothing company, Angus Clyne Australia, 
and twelve years later she established Cutting 
Edge Clothing Manufacturers. Recently Leonie 
retired from these. 

During her career, Leonie has been a member of 
various boards, including the South Australian 
Wool Development Board and the Australia Day 
Council, both of which she was Chairman.  

From the mid 90’s Leonie was a member of a 
number of Vocational Education boards, the 
Australian National Training Authority being the 
most significant. During the same period, she 
was also involved with the Higher Education sec-
tor as a member of the Council of Flinders Uni-
versity. For seven years, Leonie was Flinders 
Deputy Chancellor, and at present is on the 
Board of Governors of the Ikon Institute and 
chairs their Academic Board. She is also a mem-
ber of the Defence Reserve Support Council SA 
and the May Gibbs Children’s Literature Trust 
Board.  

Leonie was awarded an OAM in 2015 and, alt-
hough still busy with board commitments and 
looking forward to her membership on the Grand 
Priory Council, she plans to spend more relaxing 
times with her husband Robert and family, par-
ticularly her granddaughters, after retiring from 
the clothing industry. 

 Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DGSJ BA(Psych) 
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Kay Collas 

Our children will tell you what it was like having John as their father. I would 

like to preface their accounts with some information about John's early 

years, which he seldom discussed, but I felt strongly influenced the man he 

became and the way he lived his life. 

He was born at Williamstown.,   In 1937, the 2nd child of Cliff and Flor-

ence. In a later visit to the site of his birthplace we found that it was currently 

a sweets factory which we felt was very fitting, considering John's sweet 

tooth! 

The family moved to Whyalla during WW2 where John's father worked as a boilermaker on the ships. A Young-

er brother was born but died at about 2, Years of age. Another daughter arrived several years later. The family 

lived in a caravan until a house became available. Life was difficult. There was no money for adequate clothing, 

shoes were worn long after they were outgrown, and holes covered with cardboard. John had Bell's Palsy at an 

early age, and had many surgical procedures through his life  to help him  speak clearly , and improve his vi-

sion. 

The family moved back to Adelaide after the war . John's mother left the family when he was about 10 leaving 

the children with their Father, who later remarried. John became independent and resilient, taking himself off on 

his bike for the day. At 13 he began part time work at Woodroofe’s to earn money for his School books. With the 

family upheavals he attended 7 different primary schools. His Secondary Schooling at Norwood High was a 

happier time for him. One of his teachers gave him free tickets to The Symphony Concerts, which resulted in his 

lifelong love of classical music. 

He drifted from Church to Church, eventually arriving at St Matthew's, initially as part of their flourishing Youth 

Group. There he met the people who, became our lifelong friends. 

They accepted him, and showed him what a life of Faith was all about. Their parents nurtured John, made him 

feel loved, and part of their happy families. He was always grateful to the Lanes, Penningtons, Sarahs and 

Woods among others who were instrumental in him finding. his vocation to become a priest. 

Very few seeing that 11 year old ragamuffin shooting out the lights at Kensington Gardens with his catapult 

would have imagined that John would live his life as a caring and loving Priest, father, grandfather uncle, and 

most importantly for me, my husband. 

Eulogies for The Venerable Archdeacon 

John Collas OAM 

Our Former Chaplin  
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Peter Collas

In his long life, our Father seemed to answer to an endless list of names: 

The Venerable John Paul Collas, OAM, CGHSJ is a bit of a mouthful! 

But then there was Archdeacon Collas, Reverend Collas, Father John, Pastor John.... and on one fabulously mis-spelt 

mailout, the Venereal John Collas.   Most importantly, to us there was John, Grandpa, Uncle John and Dad. 

It was this last that I held most dear.  He was an incorrigible rogue, a larrikan, a man with a wicked sense of a humour and the 

capacity to cause acute embarrassment.   He could be wilful, stubborn and a times downright rude, but capable of deep em-

pathy and compassion.   He was his own man and held to his own ethics and his own set of values.... fortunately, these tend-

ed to be largely in line with the laws of the land.... with the possible exception of speed limits, which he treated as a mere sug-

gestion.   He was a man who cared for us and loved us deeply and was the kind of father who always seemed to be able to 

solve any problem or weather any crisis, and most frequently with a cheeky grin and the twinkle in his eye of a schoolboy 

caught  

Dad loved to tease, and it seemed that no-one was safe.  There were hoses through the toilet window, or merciless ribbing at 

the dinner table and he could be wickedly clever with some of his pranks.  A favourite target was his long-suffering father-in-

law.   Mum's father was named Frederick Norman and he had a pronounced aversion to shortened names..... he named his 

oldest daughter 'Kay' with no middle name.   Dad, of course, made very sure that whenever our grandfather was in earshot, 

that he called Mum 'Katy' and it was at Dad's instigation that the stuffed toy that I was inseparable from as a toddler was 

named 'Fred'. 

I have early memories of accompanying Dad when he travelled to towns in Kangaroo Island to hold Sunday Services.  If we 

had time, we'd stop at the side of the road to watch echidnas or goannas or take a quick detour to slide down the sandhills of 

Little Saraha.  I was astonished on a visit to KI only a few years ago, as I filled in the visitor book at Kelly Hill Caves, the Park 

Ranger looked up and asked, 'Wasn't your father a priest here a while ago?'.  By 'a while', she meant over 40 years.   He'd 

obviously made an impression. 

As a child, time with Dad seemed precious.  Weekends were his work days, and with five of us wanting his attention it was a 

juggle to balance his work demands with his family.  Nevertheless, he was an involved father, and was always there for the 

big events.  In particular, we all loved the annual holidays where we would pile into a boiling station wagon, fighting over who 

got to sit in the back, and head off for Dad's country destination of choice.   There was Barmera and Moonta and Wilpena 

Pound and Port Fairy and a host of others... our brother Michael drove from Melbourne via the coast last year and took a pho-

to in the exact spot near Portland where we had all posed some 40 years before.... a testimony not only to Michael's prodi-

gious memory, but to how much these trips meant to us as a family.  As soon as we would arrive anywhere, Dad would make 

some (increasingly feeble) excuse to go for a walk... he'd tell us he'd left his toothbrush at home, or he needed to buy milk or 

toilet paper.   We all knew it was just, so he could run around the block and have a sneaky cigarette.   If we really wanted to 

wind him up, one of us would offer to go to the shop for him, and delight in his pathetic attempts to explain why it was an er-

rand that he alone could perform!  He loved fishing, but it was very quickly clear that this love was founded on aspiration ra-

ther than competence... he was very much a man of faith.  He loved carpentry and made some beautiful pieces of furniture 

that still take pride of place in our house. 

Dad was not given to direct praise, but he was incredibly proud of his family.  He would often tell me how amazed he was at 

Cathy's achievements, he was awed at Michael's ingenuity, and was in equal parts bemused and delighted with Susi's jet-

setting life.   He doted on his five grand-children and loved seeing them at holidays and in particular spending time at the 

beach with them after Christmas.  In 2007, he and Thomas, his oldest grandchild even decided to travel to China together 

and it was hard to determine who was more excited.  More recently he took much delight in the company of his great nieces 

and nephews. 
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Eulogies for The Venerable Archdeacon 

John Collas OAM GCHSJ 

Growing up the child of a priest was a confusing experience.... the Hollywood and Media representations of the clergy never 

seemed to bear any resemblance to Dad.  He wasn't pious.   He certainly wasn't effeminate or soft or pretentious.   He loathed 

pomposity, and rarely seemed to talk directly about his faith outside of the church.   He was more interested in people and in 

bringing them together.  Everywhere Dad went, he'd strike up a conversation.  He had no interest in people's status, wealth, or 

celebrity and that was very much part of his charm.   To him, everyone was equal, and he took time to listen to people and 

learn about their lives.   I recall that when I was a boy that if he was chatting to someone he would often invite them to the 

'morning tea' after the Sunday Service.  This was typical of his approach.  He wasn't trying to convert people, nor ask them for 

anything... he simply wanted to bring them in touch with their neighbours and in this way, he was an incredible builder of com-

munities.  In every parish that we went, there were significantly more people there to see him off at his farewell than there 

were to greet him.  (Mum did surmise that this was just to make sure that he actually left!)  

It's inevitable that as we grow into adulthood we see our parents through fresh, adult, eyes, and revaluate the parents that we 

may have idolised and adored as children.  It was humbling, and not a little confronting to realise that far from being dimin-

ished, my awe of my Father and his achievements only increased.  He was an inspiration to all of us.  A devoted and loving 

husband, a doting Grandfather, Uncle and   

loving Father. 

We loved him.  We will miss him, and we are grateful for every moment we had with him. 

Rest in Peace Dad 

Susi Collas 

Our father was both complex and simple and left an indelible impression on all of his children. (that sounds rather biblical!) It's 

impossible to sum him up in 10 minutes, or convey all of the things he embodied, so we're going to share with you just some 

of the things that made Dad Dad.  

As a young girl, I was often in awe of Dad's command and love of language and of learning. He religiously tried to solve the 9-

letter word quiz in the paper each morning, which was a great source of competition for he and mum. I was constantly asking 

what certain words meant, and he got so exasperated one day that he gently suggested I needed to learn myself. So I found 

myself, at the age of about 11, receiving a dictionary for a birthday, and subsequently pored over it at night, trying to find a 

word that Dad didn't know, so I could impress him. I remember that the letter S held quite a lot of words that were particularly 

good for describing some of Dad's stronger characteristics, so let me tell you some of our favourites:  

Strong-willed and stubborn - Mum says that Dad always trod a fine line between strong-willed and resolute, and stubborn and 

pigheaded. It's probably also fair to say that he has kindly shared these traits with all of his children 

Subtle - Dad possessed a remarkable ability to demonstrate subtlety when required. He had a cassock that he used to wear, 

and it had a button on his chest that always had a thread hanging down. Mum is a great seamstress, so it wasn't for lack of 

ability or opportunity to have it fixed. Dad liked to leave it like that as it somehow became a non-intimidating way for people to 

approach him. That thread hung down for a good many years.  

Stoic & self-effacing; As mum has already mentioned, Dad endured a challenging childhood and many health issues through-

out his life, but he certainly wasn't one to ever complain, even when it was obvious that he was in pain. He was always gra-

cious and humble. When I started dating, and the question of what my father did for a living came up, I was always at pains to 

tell my prospective boyfriends that my Dad wasn’t pious at all, and it’s true. I often followed up by telling them that Dad also 

used to smoke and that he liked a drink (also true) – (for a reverend, our Dad could be cheekily irreverent at times) and that if I 

hadn’t told them, they would never have guessed that he was a priest. 
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Eulogies for The Venerable Archdeacon 

John Collas OAM GCHSJ 

Sweet-tooth - There's a very long list attached to this one - chocolate of any kind, cake (particularly chocolate), liquorice, 

boysenberry ice-cream. Food was often a bridge between Dad and all the young children constantly screaming around the 

house, even recently & he certainly wasn't shy of participating in ice-cream and ice block eating sessions with 

his grandchildren & niece's children. He was a master of making scrambled eggs and an egg flips and constantly pinched the 

sweet food mum made when he wasn't supposed to. His love of licking the mixing bowl was so great that Mum had to draw 

portion lines inside the bowl, so everyone could get their fair share 

Ironically, after many years of trying, the word I finally found that Dad didn't know was eristic, which is defined as "an argu-

ment aimed at winning rather than at reaching the truth” - clearly a word that Dad did not relate to. He was full of purpose 

and good intent, and sometimes brutally fought for the truth, yet still went about his work with grace and humility.  

It’s impossible to talk about Dad without commenting on the wonderful relationship he shared with Mum. They met at youth 

group & have been together ever since and it seems that they met their match in every way, with a true and equal partner-

ship that spanned almost 60 years.  Dad adored Mum and vice versa and they both supported and challenged each other in 

everything and enjoyed what was mostly very healthy competition when it came to board games and verbal sparring. They 

made each other laugh and were lucky to have each other. 

As a child, I could never understand why we had to share Dad with so many other people. As an adult, I understand the 

greatness of his simple life and the positive impact he had on so many people. Dad showed us the value of persistence and 

compassion on a large scale and instilled in us a resilience and independence for which we are so grateful. 

When my sister was young, Dad wrote a quote in her autograph book (celebrities were hard to come by back then). It was a 

quote from a poem written by Adam Lindsay Gordon, and was shared with Dad by his mother-in-law, and clearly it resonated 

with him; it perfectly exemplifies the way we saw Dad live his life, so we will leave you with this: 

Life is mostly froth and bubble—Two things stand like stone—Kindness in another's trouble—Courage in your own 

 a second-class member of the parish and that everyone should have an equal say about parish matters. 

Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter Founda-

tion. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. Cheva-

lier Marcus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any bequest to the 

Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discussion and his contact details are in the Roll 

of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-patient pallia-

tive and end of life care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are so grateful for the com-

passion, the dignity and the love that the Hospice team brings into their lives. 



One of the favourite events of the Priory’s social calendar was held at the Naval, Military, and Air Force Club on 6 Sept 2019 to honour 
the magnificent Siege of Malta. 

This was an occasion to reflect upon the special significance of the siege in our Order of St. John and its meaning in European history 
and to do so in genial company and splendid surroundings.    

We were honoured to have the presence of Mr Frank L. Scicluna, Honorary Consul of Malta and to hear a short address where he de-
scribed the key points of the siege, which took place over a three-month period in 1565.  A very small force of knights, soldiers, and 
Maltese under the magnificent leadership of Grand Master de Valette were able to defend and save Malta from an attack by the Otto-
man armada far superior in numbers and equipment.  The repulse of the siege undoubtedly contributed to the eventual erosion of the 
European perception of Ottoman invincibility.    

The consul noted that the visit of the Apostle Paul in 60 AD began a period of predominantly Christian rule in Malta up to the twentieth 
century. Having reminded us of the strong links between Malta and Australia, the consul concluded by presenting to the Prior a hand-
some book on the Icons of Malta. 

Throughout the evening we were able to enjoy the music of a pianist and attentive support from the club’s staff. Later, some Knights, 
Dames, and partners enjoyed a casual evening meal in the Airforce room.  Finally, the cocktail party was a wonderful opportunity for 
recently invested Knights and Dames to meet members of the Priory in an impressive and warm atmosphere.  

Chevalier Dr. Craig Mudge AO KSJ 

Siege of Malta Cocktail Party, 2019 
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Prior Chevalier  Professor Tony Woods KJSJ and Mr 

Frank L. Scicluna, Honorary Consul of Malta  
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party, 2019 



Siege of Malta Cocktail Party, 2019 
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party, 2019 
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Siege of Malta Cocktail Party, 2019 
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The Maltese people remember three significant Septembers in the modern era of their history. The first is the 8
th
 

of September 1565 when the enormous siege of Malta by the Turks was ended. The second is the 5
th
 of Sep-

tember 1800 when Napoleon’s French garrison in Valletta was de-
feated by the British Navy. The third is the 21

st
 of September 1964 

when Malta won its Independence as a free nation after 164 years 
as a British protectorate and colony. 

The first of these three events is celebrated annually as Commemo-
ration Day and the last of the three is celebrated annually as Inde-
pendence Day. The Order of St John has for centuries shared with 
the Maltese people the celebration of Commemoration Day. This is 
why our own Priory of St John here in South Australia on or near the 
8

th
 of September invites the representatives of Malta to join us to 

celebrate every year. It is both a solemn and a happy occasion. 

The Knights of St John shifted their headquarters from Rhodes to 
Malta during the years 1523 to 1530. This move was pressed on them by the aggressive advance of the Turkish 
army and navy under Suleiman the Magnificent. When they arrived in Malta the 
Knights of St John established themselves as the Government of Malta. Apart from 
developing a viable Maltese economy, trading system and food supply, the urgent 
task of the Knights was to build up the defences of the main harbour there. This 
magnificently fortified harbour included the main peninsula where now the capital 
city is called Valletta. This name was given because the Grand Master of the Order 
of St John was Jean de Vallette and he successfully commanded the defence of 
Malta during the 1565 Siege. 

Sultan Suleiman despatched 40,000 soldiers in 200 ships from Turkey to besiege 
Malta hoping to capture all the Maltese people as slaves and to establish a Turkish 
naval base from which to attack Europe. Vallette commanded 500 knights, 1,000 
Spanish mercenary soldiers and 3000 Maltese militia but this armed defence force 
was also supported by the whole populace (14000 people) of Malta who knew that 
all their lives were at risk. The Siege of Malta lasted the 4 summer months in 1565 
and it was bloody and terrible. Half of the knights, half of the soldiers and thousands 
more of the Maltese men, women and children were killed. But 30,000 of the Turkish force also died or were 
wounded. Both sides were at their last gasp when on 6 September the fleet of new ships carrying the relief force 
of 8000 soldiers from Christian Sicily arrived and then the last of the besieging Turks fled. All the bells rang on 8 
September because the end of the Siege of Malta had been won. 

Napoleon’s Garrison of 4000 Soldiers in Valetta 

It was 233 years later, in the summer of 1798, that Malta was again attacked by a fleet of 
ships with soldiers but this time the enemy was France. During the decade before the 
French fleet arrived, the whole of France was convulsed by what we call ‘The French 
Revolution’. During these 1790s the King was killed, the aristocracy faced the guillotine, 
and the radicals proclaimed ‘liberty, equality and fraternity’. On Malta the Knights of St 
John were the longstanding Government of that country. But by 1798 this Order of St 
John was at a low ebb. There were only 320 knights left, supported by 3000 mercenary 
soldiers and sailors, plus 1300 Maltese militia. But for several years the Order had sup-
plied resources back to France to help the King, to save the imperilled aristocracy and to 
help defend their own Order’s properties against the incursions of the radicals and the 
revolutionary crowd. 

By the time Napoleon as the Emperor of revolutionary France was equipping his Medi-
terranean fleet at Toulon, ready to sail for Malta and then for Egypt, the French Govern-
ment had declared the Order in Malta to be the “enemy of the French Republic”. All of 

the Order’s property in France had been seized and sold to boost the French Government’s coffers. On the 6
th
 of 

June 1798 Napoleon commanded 400 ships carrying 40,000 soldiers and 10,000 sailors when he arrived in Mal-

        Three Septembers in Malta 
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        Three Septembers in Malta 

ta. The Order resisted this French invasion but it was all over in less than a week. Na-
poleon in a few days freed 1,000 Muslim slaves, looted the aristocracy, closed the 
churches and set up a system of primary schools for the children. One quarter of the 
knights joined his republican army when he left Malta sailing eastwards for the French 
attack on Egypt. Napoleon left 4000 French soldiers to garrison Malta and to take 
over the Government because the Order had been dismissed. 

Not many weeks later the bad behaviour of the French garrison in Malta had become 
odious to the Maltese people. They rose up in revolt and the French garrison retreat-
ed to within the walled defences of Valletta. Both the British Navy and (only at first) 
some Portuguese allied ships descended on Malta to reinforce this siege of the 
French garrison. The British Navy and the Maltese people vigilantly maintained this 
siege for two years. The British (commanded in the Mediterranean by Admiral Nelson) 
prevented French supply ships getting through. Eventually the besieged French sol-

diers were dying from typhus and from starvation. They fully surrendered on the 5
th
 of September 1800. While 

the Maltese people rejoiced, the British settled down for the next 164 years to govern Malta and to maintain 
there the strongest British naval base in the Mediterranean. 

The biggest group of refugee knights travelled to St Petersburg in 
Russia to seek the protection of Czar Paul I. A second group, 
mostly French, joined Napoleon’s troops. A third group, mostly 
Italian, went to Sicily and eventually they gained the protection of 
the Pope. Some of the Spaniard knights went home to Spain and 
the few Bavarians returned to Germany. All of the knights were 
impoverished and they needed to negotiate new futures. 

Dr Baden Teague KGSJ BA hons, BSc, PhD is the Archivist in 
the South Australian Priory of the Order of St John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller. 

 

Interior of St John’s Conventual Church, Valletta, Malta. 

Suleiman the Magnificent 

Napoleon           

Grand Master Czar Paul I of Russia, 1798-1801. 

HMS Victory, Nelson’s flagship at Trafalgar. 



MARY POTTER FAMILY CONNECTION TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

The father of Mary Potter, William Norwood Potter was born 1817 in Buckinghamshire, England. 

William married Mary Anne Martin in 1838 in Newington, England.  They had four sons before Mary 

was born in 1847.  William left home before Mary was one year old, arriving in Melbourne in 1850. 

In 1854 William was working in the Burra copper mine.  He set up an Auctioneer, Broking and General 

Port Agent business at Blanchetown where he met Eliza Jane Harvey nee Tidmarsh who had a previous 

daughter, Adelaide Mary Harvey.  They married in Adelaide 1867, lived at Blanchetown and had two 

daughters, Hannah Norwood Potter (1868–1944) and Kathleen Eleanor Potter (1870–c1916) who was 

baptized in Christ Church North Adelaide. 

William died in Adelaide March 1871, aged 54 years.  He is buried in The Main North Road Cemetery, 

Nailsworth originally the Cemetery for Christ Church, North Adelaide.  

His widow Eliza died in 1918 at Kogarah, NSW. 
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Newsletter Production 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO CMSJ  

Chev. Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

Mrs Kathy Teague 

Chevalier Graeme Gatley KGSJ  

A Note Regarding our New Executive Director 

We are delighted to announce that Lorna Riddle has stepped into the 

role of Executive Director of the Foundation, following Cathy Murphy’s 

departure in April this year.  Many of you would know Lorna, but for 

those you who don’t she has been at the Foundation for seven years and 

has worked closely with supporters and Hospice families during this 

time. 

“I’m so honoured to have been chosen for this role. It’s been a privilege 

to work for the Foundation for the last seven years – to serve you and to 

help patients and families get access to care when they need it. With 

your help, we can continue this wonderful work.  I look forward to you 

continued support.” 
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From the 16th to 19th centuries, Malta was ruled by the Order of the Knights of St John.  But who were they and what did they 

do for the island/ 

The Order of the Knights of St John – also known as the Knights Hospitaller, Order of the Knights of the Hospital of St John 

in Jerusalem, Order of Hospitallers – was a Catholic Military Order established in 603 when Pope Gregory commissioned a 

hospital to be built in Jerusalem, with the main purpose of caring for the  sick and injured pilgrims arriving at the Holy Land.  

By 1530, the Knights had arrived and settled in Malta, after being given the island by the King of Sicily, Charles 1 of Spain.  

The knights stayed in Malta and the island remained under the rule of the order for the following 250 years. 

ARRIVAL IN MALTA – Following the Ottoman siege in 1522, the Order of St John were forced to leave Rhodes and, after 

several years of moving around Europe, eventually settled in Malta with Birgu (one of Malta’s three cities) becoming their 

capital.  The area surrounding Birgu was fortified with extra buildings to strengthen their defences including a fortress, For St 

Angelo, which was previously a Medieval castle known as Castrum Maris. Fort St Angelo was to become the knights ’ main 

headquarters during the Great Siege – a perfect location overlooking Malta’s Grand Harbour.  With Malta as their new home, 

the order began to produce its own mint of coins on the island – the scudo. 

UNDER ATTACK – Facing Muslims, Barbary Pirates and the Ottomans, it was the Ottomans who attempted to take control 

of Fort St Angelo.  However, hugely outnumbered, the Ottoman forces took to invading Malta’s sister island of Gozo instead. 

Nearby Tripoli was captured by the Ottomans and the knights made a mission to repopulate the island of Gozo, while at the 

same time strengthening the Grand Harbour’s defences with the construction of new fortresses of St Elmo and St Michael, 

around which the city of Senglea began to take shape. In the mid-16th century, however, one of the deadliest tornadoes ever 

recorded hit Malta, killing nearly 600 people and destroying four of the order’s galleys – a major setback for the order. 

THE GREAT SIEGE – The constant battle between the Order of the Knights and the Islamic Ottoman Empire over the rule of 

the Mediterranean came to a head in 1565 in the form of the Great Siege.  The Ottoman sultan, Suillemon the Magnificent, 

gave orders for Malta to be invaded, sending 40,000 men to fight against 700 knights and 8,000 soldiers in a quest to take 

over Malta.  As the situation became desperate, the council requested that the fortresses of Birgu and St Michael were aban-

doned and concentration should be put in protecting the island purely from Fort St Angelo. Grand Master of the Knights, Jean 

Parisot de Vallette refused profusely.  After a considerable hesitation, help was eventually sent from the Viceroy of neigh-

bouring Sicily under the orders of Phillip II od Spain. 

The course of the Great Siege saw the Turks winning over Fort St Elmo and attacking Fort St Angelo and Fort St Michael 

whereby almost all the knights and soldiers defending them were killed.  The Maltese people aided the knights as much as 

possible by throwing boiling oil and stones on the Turks from the top of the fortification.  On September 7, after a long and 

desperate wait, Catholic reinforcements arrived from Sicily in the form of the’ Gran Soccorso’. Not as great in numbers as 

expected, the help was enough for Turkish Admiral Piali Pasha, to realise his ships would soon be surrounded. On Septem-

ber 8, the Turks destroyed all their tents on Malta, and the following days saw the Turks back on their ship heading home, 

defeated. 

THE FUTURE OF THE ORDER - La Valette was named a hero throughout Catholic Europe and was awarded a dagger, and 

a gold and jewelled sword by the Holy Roman Emperor, Phillip II of Spain.  Valette was now on a mission to restore the are-

as ruined during the siege and appealed to the European Courts to build a new city on the area known as the Sciberras Pen-

insula. In 1566 the foundation stone was laid for the city ‘built by gentlemen for gentlemen’.  The new city would be known as 

Valletta. 

The Knights of the Order of St John remained in Malta for the next 200 years.  In 1798 the island came under siege again by 
the French forces under Napoleon.  The order was expelled and the islands of Malta came under French occupation.  This 
remained until 1800 when the Maltese rebelled against the French and the islands became protected by the British.  In 1802 

the islands were returned to the order but remained under British rule.  Malta continues to celebrate the end of the siege on 
September 8 every year, known as Victory Day. 

Who Were the Knights of St John in Malta? 




