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Prior’s Report 

Good fellowship is a very important part of our Priory and our Christmas Din-
ner, when some 95 of our members and guests enjoyed much merriment, 
carol singing and wonderful fellowship. It was a great way to end what was a 
very successful 2018 for our Priory. The announcement by Grand Prior Bailiff 
Peter Wiltshire during the evening that he had appointed Chevalier David 
Wilckens as a deputy Grand Prior was welcomed with warm acclamation by 
those present. 

As a Christian ecumenical Order, with its foundations based on Christian be-
liefs dating back many centuries, our annual service is an appropriate way to 
begin another year.  Our service this year was attended by a good number of 
our members and partners along with a number of our aspirants and mem-
bers of the Christ Church congregation. The wonderfully prepared supper that 
followed once again provided the opportunity for excellent fellowship. 

As advised at the February Priory meeting I will be retiring as Prior at the con-
clusion of the forthcoming Investiture in June. It has been a great privilege for 
me to serve as Prior for the last three years, however, as I do not support long 
terms of office in any organization it is now time for someone else to take up 
the reins. 

This edition of ‘Le Chevalier’ will provide the last opportunity that I have to 
refer to a number of matters prior to my retirement. While it would be inap-
propriate for me to mention individual people, I would like to thank each 
member of the Priory Administrative Council (PAC) who have provided won-
derful support during those three years. I have enjoyed immensely the oppor-
tunity to work with so many good people in our Priory who are committed to 
the support of our motto ‘For faith and for service to humanity’. The fact that 
our Priory has now donated in excess of $400,000 to assist the wonderful 
work of the Mary Potter Hospice, for example, is indicative of the generous 
support provided by our members during the life of the Priory.  

The matter of succession is one that has been mentioned on many occasions 
as being vitally important for our Priory. Seven excellent candidates will be 
invested in June subject to the ratification by the Grand Prior and Malta offi-
cials and it is most pleasing in particular that members of a younger age group 
are included in this group of candidates. 

The structure of our monthly meetings including an informative presentation 
by one of our members followed by lunch both with and without our part-
ners, I believe works well. However, if we are to attract younger candidates it 
may mean that consideration needs to be given to further opportunities out-
side of working hours being organized to make it possible for those people to 
join us when they are unable to do so in the middle of the day. 

I would especially like to thank Jill for the wonderful support that she has 
provided me during my term as Prior and I look forward to that continuing 
until June. I want to thank her also for the excellent job she has done in chair-
ing the meeting of our partners. Jill and I look forward to joining those mem-
bers and their partners who will be travelling to Malta in April for the Sover-
eign Council meeting and an enjoyable stay on that beautiful island.  

The process has now commenced for the election of the next Prior and I can 
only wish that person every success for what I’m sure will be a rewarding and 
enjoyable position as it has been for me. 

Chevalier David Wotton AM CJSJ 
Prior of the Priory of South Australia 



Graeme was born in Walkerville in 1951 and spent the first three years of his life living in Aldgate in the Ade-
laide Hills. With the health of his father an issue, a move to Linden Park was made. Educated at Linden Park 
Primary School, Graeme was in year 5 when his father succumbed to the health issues that had resulted 
from his service with the RAAF in World War II.  

The community rallied around Graeme and his mother and she was appointed the first librarian at the  
Primary School. 

After completing his education at Linden Park Primary School and then Adelaide Technical High School an 
aspiration to be an Air Traffic Controller was not possible due to restrictions enforced at the time precluding 
applicants wearing prescription glasses, so he started a Cadetship with Elders Pastoral Company. 

After a short period of time at Elder’s Head office, Graeme was transferred to their Wool Department where 
he worked initially in the office then in the Technical Department and finally as a Senior Wool Auctioneer and 
Valuer. Graeme’s manager whilst working as a Technical Officer was the father of Dame Mary Sutherland. 

Married to Felicity Hann in 1986, they have three children. Anne, Senior Neurological Speech Pathologist at 
the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Alexander, Graphic Designer for the Anglican Church in South Australia and 
Lachlan completing an Occupational Therapy degree. 

Having successfully completed study at TAFESA, the Universities of Adelaide and South Australia recruit-
ment by TAFESA soon followed, initially as a part time Lecturer and then in 1986 as a full-time staff member. 
As Head of School he was instrumental in relocating his faculty initially to Cheltenham and ultimately to the 
Roseworthy Campus of the University of Adelaide. 

Following a placement as Principal Curriculum Officer, Primary Industries, Graeme was seconded to the 
Chamber of Mines and Energy and ETSA Utilities to develop training programs for both industries. A key ele-
ment of this time with the Chamber was the development of a program for indigenous students that would 
give them a career pathway in the mining or electrical industries post their secondary education. 

With a Federal Government Scholarship in 2001 to complete a post graduate degree in Career Counselling, 
Graeme’s final teaching role was with the Education Department working with High School students from low 
socio economic and rural schools. 

In 1990 Graeme was appointed to the Veterans Children’s Education Board here in South Australia. This 
role, together with a volunteers consultant position with the Australian Veterans Children’s Assistance Trust 
Scholarship Scheme allowed Graeme to mentor and support students from ex-service families. 

Away from the classroom, Graeme has been actively involved in cricket and men’s lacrosse at both the state 
and international level. Cricket scoring of a World Cup match between Australia and Sri Lanka and Managing 
the Australian Lacrosse Team at World Championships in England and the USA were certainly highlights. 

Retirement has allowed him more time to pursue a range of volunteer interests. Membership of the Legacy 
Club of Adelaide continues to be an important part of Graeme’s life as he works with widows, widowers and 
the children of ex service personnel. As a family Graeme and Felicity have been parishioners at St Matthews 
Anglican Church, Marryatville for over 25 years. Over this time Graeme has been a member of Parish Coun-
cil and the Church co-ordinator of the Safer Ministries program. 

Since 1992 Graeme has volunteered twice a month at the Burnside Council as the duty Justice of the Peace. 

Chevalier Graeme Gatley JP KGSJ Dip T, B Ed, Grad Dip Ed Admin., Grad Dip Ed Computing,  
Grad Cert Career Counselling 
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The next in our series of “Know your Officers” 

Chevalier Hraeme Gatley Priory Secretary 
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OSJ Christmas Dinner 7th December 2018

Once again The Parlour at historic Ayers House, North Terrace provided a splendid setting for our 2018 Christ-
mas Dinner, this time on a warm summer evening.   Minimalist Christmas decorations nicely complimented the 
elegant décor that was enhanced by the table settings with the flags of the Order and potted poinsettia.  

The Grand Prior, H.E. Bailiff Peter Wiltshire and his wife Felicity made the trip from Melbourne to join us in our 
celebrations.  They with another 90 Knights, Dames, partners and guests enjoyed an excellent three-course 
meal served by courteous and helpful staff.   Master of Ceremonies Chevalier Tony Woods kept the evening 
flowing smoothly and Prior Emeritus Chevalier John Jackson gathered photographic evidence.   

Prior David Wotton welcomed all and in proposing the Toast to the Order, thanked the members and partners 
for their contribution to another successful year for the Priory.  He also thanked Lane Printing for its valuable 
support, the Naval, Military and Air Force Club for its ongoing support for our regular meetings and luncheons, 
Chevalier Vili for his generous donations of delicious pies, pasties and pastries, and our Functions Committee. 

The Grand Prior in responding to the Toast, expressed his appreciation for the invitation to him and Felicity to 
be present and congratulated the Priory on its work.  He concluded by announcing that he had appointed 
Chevalier David Wilckens to a position of Deputy Grand Prior.   In doing so he drew attention to the important 
work Chevalier David performed as Secretary to the Grand Priory in addition to his role as SA Priory Secretary 
and now as secretary to our Priory Administrative Council. 

As has become a tradition, the Priory Choir provided the formal and not so formal entertainment of the evening.  
Under the leadership of ‘Choir Master’ Chevalier Mark Denton and with accompaniment on keyboard by Rachel 
Evans, they entertained with carols and another clever ditty provided by Prior David. 

2018 had been a successful fundraising year and it was once again pleasing for Treasurer, Chevalier Peter to 
present the Mary Potter Foundation with a cheque, this time for $10,199.  This somewhat odd amount brought 
our total donations to Mary Potter over the years to $405,000!  Cathy Murphy graciously accepted the donation 
on behalf of the Foundation. 

A evening was rounded-off by the choir leading all in a enthusiastic rendition of ‘Hark the Herald Angels’ and 
‘Joy to the World’ together with a rousing encore of ‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’. 

Chevalier The Reverend Lynn Arnold drew the convivial evening to a close with a closing Blessing. 

Chevalier Don Stewart KGSJ 

Dame Mary Sutherland OAM DSJ 

Honour for Dame Mary Sutherland. Awarded OAM for services to medicine and the com-

munity. 

Mary Sutherland was born and educated in Adelaide.  After completing her medical stud-
ies at the University of Adelaide Mary trained as a specialist anaesthetist. In 1983 she 
moved to London for two years to further her clinical training.  On her return she began a 
career as a private anaesthetist with Stace group and continued until her retirement in 
2012.  Mary was a member of the South Australian Anaesthetic Society Committee for six 
years with an interest in peer review and medical governance.  She has been a member 
of the Board of St Andrew’s Hospital for eight years and is currently Chair of the Board.  
She has been a member of the Walford Anglican School for Girls Foundation for ten years and, for the past 
twenty years has been a member of the Board of the St Peter’s College Foundation.  Mary was the first Founda-
tion member to be appointed to St Peter’s School Council of Governors, spending 13 years as a Board Member 
and five years as the Chair.  Mary is married to Peter; a urological surgeon and they have two children. Her in-
terests include travel, music (particularly opera), golf, food and wine. 
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Annual Church Service  2019 

Our Annual Church Service was again shared with the congregation of Christ Church, North Adelaideat Choral Evensong on 

10th February. 

 
It was well attended by members, partners and friends, in particular three of our new aspirants. 

 

The Service was conducted by our Conventual Chaplain The Reverend Keith Brice KGSJ and we had the benefit of the ex-

cellent Church choir and conductor/organist Andrew Georg. 

 
The readings of the day focussed upon the need to keep in balance the objects of the Christian Mission and incidental rules 

touching upon religious practice. Hence it was that King David’s hungry soldiers were permitted to eat the holy bread of the 

temple and Christ’s equally hungry disciples did not offend the Sabbath in gathering grain on that particular day to eat. In 

each case the temple laws were secondary to necessity and incidental to the real mission.  

 

In todays parlance we were exhorted to adhere to the core values of our faith, albeit that from time to time, as the Chaplain 

reminded us, our practices of these values might require reappraisal or reform. He emphasised that the key to our Christian 

mission and likewise that of our Order was steadfastness of purpose because, in the words of the day’s Psalm, we “have 

made a covenant with God”. 

 
The Christchurch congregation generously allowed us to gather in the Church hall afterwards and, thanks to Dame Edith 

Miller and her willing helpers, we enjoyed a sumptuous supper.  

 

Chevalier Peter Herriman RFD KGSJ 
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Annual Church Service   

Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter Founda-

tion. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. Chevalier 

Marcus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any bequest to the 

Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discussion and his contact details are in the Roll 

of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-patient pallia-

tive and end of life care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are so grateful for the com-

passion, the dignity and the love that the Hospice team brings into their lives. 

Chevalier David Klingberg AO KGSJ  
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170 Years of Traditional Worship in North Adelaide 

A traditional church for a modern world, proclaiming Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 

today and forever. 

On 28th December 1847 Bishop Augustus Short arrived in Adelaide, bringing plans by the architect Henry Stuckey for Bish-

op’s Court and a neighbouring church and rectory.  Two days after his arrival, he was installed as the first Bishop of Adelaide 

in Holy Trinity on North Terrace. 

The first incumbent of Christ Church, Canon WJ Woodcock had six licensed Lay Readers, and with their help conducted mis-

sion services as far away as Two Wells and Virginia, such was the size of the parish during the 1850s and 1860s. 

The first Ordination was held in Christ Church Pro-Cathedral on Thursday 7th June 1860, when Bishop Short ordained The 

Rev’d Richardson Reid to the Priesthood.  Eleven more ordinations were held there, between 1864 and 1875 during which 

time Bishop Short ordained 23 priests and deacons. Christ Church continued as the Pro-Cathedral of the Diocese for some 

28 years, until regular services began in the Cathedral Church of St Peter in May 1877. 

Over the years, a number of organisations have made Christ Church their “Home”. For many years the motorcycle division of 

the St John Ambulance Brigade held the annual church service. The Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller – SA 

Priory has Christ Church as its Conventual Church and as such, hosts the annual Evensong and the Annual service of Inves-

titure and Thanksgiving for the Priory of South Australia. (The refurbishment of the Chancel in 2011 reflected the importance 

of the connection with the Order, with the Tester bearing the Cross of eight points, also known as the Cross of the Beati-

tudes). The Royal Australian Navy holds its Annual Commemorative Service in Christ Church and installed its White Ensign 

in 2018 on permanent display.  The Anglican Charities hold annual services in Christ Church, and a number of private 

schools greatly value the reverence and acoustics for their annual Christmas carol services. 

The Oak eagle lectern which proudly stands in the Chancel was purchased in 1878 with the proceeds from recitals given by 

the organist, Mr Landergan.  Following this example, the current Musical Director Mr Andrew Georg has given a number of 

organ recitals, proceeds from which go toward the David Gallasch Memorial Music Trust, set up in 2012 in recognition of Da-

vid’s outstanding contribution to the musical life of Christ Church over 45 years. Christ Church has become recognised as a 

centre of musical excellence, thanks to Andrew Georg together with a professional mixed-voice choir which sings each Sun-

day at the 10am Choral Eucharist and 6pm Choral Evensong services, drawing on a wide-ranging repertoire spanning the 

rich tradition of church music. 

Anglicans hold the Book of Common Prayer as the central point of unity within the Anglican communion. At Christ Church, all 

the service follows the text and instructions contained in this book.  It therefore plays an integral part in the celebrations in-

cluding Baptism, Holy Communion and Worship.  Christ Church North Adelaide has adopted the Chi Rho as our church sym-

bol. 

These Anglican traditions have been faithfully upheld throughout the last 170 years, from the first Rector, The Rev ’d W J 

Woodcock to the twelfth and present Rector, The Rev’d Keith Brice, together with associate clergy The Rev’d Frank Kernot, 

The Rev’d David Keay and the Rev’d Joan Claring-Bould. A joyful Playgroup meets in the Parish Hall at 10am on Fridays 

during School term, where all children and their parents and caregivers are warmly welcomed, and Children ’s’ services are 

held throughout the year especially at Christmas, with a Nativity and live animals. 

The interior walls are adorned with memorials to the Rectors, faithful worshippers and benefactors to whom the present con-
gregation woes a huge debt of gratitude, for their witness, generosity and stewardship. The Register and the South Australian 

newspapers both gave considerable space to the Consecration of Christ Church in 1849 using phrases like, a capricious and 
beautiful building. After 170 years of Christian witness, this description of Christ Church North Adelaide still holds true. Re-
enactments and other festivities are being considered to celebrate the 170the year of Consecration in 2019. 

Submitted By Chevalier Robert Black AM RFD KJSJ 
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Mary Potter News   

Berry’s Pilgrimage 

Following the footsteps of the Venerable Mary Potter has been a life-changing 

experience for the Clinical Manager of the Mary Potter Hospice. Berry shares 

with you the pilgrimage she was privileged to be part of earlier this year, her 

renewed commitment to Mary Potter’s legacy and her gratitude for your sup-

port. 

In April I was fortunate to be part of a small group of staff from Calvary hospi-

tals around Australia who were selected to go on a pilgrimage to London and 

Nottingham to retrace the footsteps of the Venerable Mary Potter, founder of 

the Little Company of Mary (LCM). 

There we would be visiting places where something extraordinary or important had happened in Mary Potter’s 

life. In London, we visited the place of Mary Potter’s baptism and churches she attended.  In Nottingham we vis-

ited a school and alcohol rehabilitation centre started by Mary Potter and her Sisters.  We attended Mass in the 

cathedral where she is buried and spent many hours in the Mary Potter Heritage Centre where her story, memo-

rabilia from her life and her journals are kept.  This Heritage Centre is managed by two LCM sisters who are 

passionate about keeping her story alive. 

Mary Potter was born in 1847 and grew up in England in a single parent family.  Mary passionately believed she 

had a calling from God to pray for the dying.  She wanted to start and order of religious women whose lives were 

dedicated to the spiritual, and where possible, physical assistance of the sick and dying. She faced mush oppo-

sition from her family priests and bishops, but her unwavering faith in her calling resulted in her founding the 

LCM order and hospitals in many parts of the world.  She also overcame much in her personal life.  She was 

born with a heart defect and later developed tuberculosis and cancer. 

She was a wise and focused woman; whose vision and message remains the mission for all LCM facilities.  Cal-

vary Hospitals have translated Mary Potter’s mission into a simple phrase: ‘Being there for others’.  

As Clinical Manage in Mary Potter Hospice, I am fortunate to work with a team who demonstrate Mary Potter’s 

vision and mission to every patient and family they meet. 

It is your support and donations to The Mary Potter Foundation that allow the wonderful Hospice team to contin-

ue and grow Mary Potter’s legacy. Because of you, patients and family members are always treated with dignity 

and love, and given emotional, spiritual and physical support.  Thank you for making Mary Potter Care possible.  
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THE Victory Kitchens in 
Malta  

As the siege of Malta intensified supplies became 

precariously low and in January 1942 the Gov-

ernment decided that it made sense to cook the 

food for the community in one go to eliminate 

wastage and it decided to tackle the situation by 

setting up community kitchens, known as Victory 

Kitchens, throughout the island. The first of these 

community kitchens opened in Lija in January 

1942 and by June 1942 there were 42 Victory 

Kitchens. In January 1943 more than 175,536 

people were receiving a cooked meal from these 

kitchens, where the food would be collected to be 

eaten at home. Penalties for being caught steal-

ing food at this time were very harsh and steal-

ing a couple of slices of bread could land you in 

prison for four months! 

Those who registered with Victory Kitchens were 

required to surrender part of their family ration of fats, preserved meat and tinned fish rations in 

return for a cooked meal that consisted partly of the surrender portion and partly of un-rationed 

commodities. 

Authentic meals served at the Victory Kitchens included hot pot meals, e.g. pork and goat stews-

Gozo however had sufficient food to sustain itself and the Maltese Government deployed a mem-

ber of the armed forces to confiscate food from Gozitan families in order to relieve the drastic food 

shortage in Malta. 

As besieged Malta edged towards starvation and was on the brink of surrender the Operation Ped-

estal convoy – a total of 59 warships and 14 merchant ships made up the convoy, including the 

Texaco oil tanker, Ohio – set out with 85,000 tons of supplies, 53,000 tons of which ended up at 

the bottom of the Mediterranean, but the remaining 32,000 tons of supplies changed the fate of 

Malta. The cargo included amongst other items: aviation fuel, petrol and kerosene, medical sup-

plies, corned beef, mutton, tinned fish, dehydrated vegetables, tins of Cheddar cheese, tins of 

butter, dehydrated potatoes, powdered milk, hard tack biscuits, wheat flour, maize, cotton bales, 

whisky, cigarettes and tobacco, guns, shells, aircraft consignments and cars. 

If you are in Valletta, look out for the only remaining Victory Kitchen sign in Malta that was dis-

covered around ten years ago during renovation works to the façade of shop, that was previously 

a retail clothing outlet known as Krishna. The sign has been fully restored to its original red, white 

and dark blue colours.  

With Acknowledgement to the Maltese eNewsletter 
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