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Prior’s Report 

As this is to be my final report as Prior, I wish to use the opportunity to express 

some of my own thoughts regarding our Priory and the Order generally. 

Firstly, I have found it an absolute privilege to be a member of our Order and 

therefore a member of this Priory, and I will always remain grateful to those 

who nominated me and made me feel welcome. As a new member, I was en-

couraged to learn something of the history and the meaning of what it is to be a 

Knight or Dame of the oldest Order of Chivalry. I was impressed with the cali-

bre of the men and women who were members and felt privileged that I had 

been given the opportunity to become a member. That impression has always 

remained with me. 

Secondly, while we should always be open to change, if seen necessary, I be-

lieve the structure under which our Priory now works is appropriate and effec-

tive. The small amount of business dealt with at our monthly meetings pro-

vides a greater opportunity to hear our members speak on subjects that are 

generally informative and entertaining while our lunches and special events 

provide wonderful opportunities for fellowship.  

It is important for our membership to be a balance of those who are knowl-

edgeable regarding the Order with those new younger members able to meet 

the needs of an effective succession policy. The measures being considered, on 

a trial basis, to make it easier for younger people to attend our lunchtime meet-

ings when considered for membership are therefore important. 

The Priory Administrative Council (PAC) is very effective in the management 

of the Priory’s affairs while the executive is able to deal quickly with matters 

of a more urgent nature. The organization of our events has been assisted by 

many years of experience and our fund-raising capability has been achieved as 

a result of the commitment shown by our members. 

While at times it has been a matter of debate, and while we must also be ready 

to assist in emergency situations should they arise, I have found it appropriate 

that we fund one organization, the Mary Potter Foundation, rather than a num-

ber of various causes. Members both present and past can feel proud of the 

assistance our Priory has provided to assist the wonderful work of the Hospice. 

Our Priory is fortunate to have a good working association with both our 

Grand Prior, the Grand Priory Council and the other Priories and Commander-

ies. As Prior I have been extremely grateful for that. Those of us fortunate 

enough to have attended Sovereign Council meetings and other associated 

activities in Malta have experienced both the workings of the Order at the 

highest level and importantly experienced the opportunity to meet and learn 

from our brothers and sisters from various parts of the world.  

Having the opportunity to host the then Grand Commander and now Lieuten-

ant Grand Master last year will also enable us to have a more personal working 

relationship with Malta. 

I would like to thank those who have assisted me so well during my time as 

Prior. Chevalier David Wilckens as both PAC and Priory Secretary and Cheva-

lier Graeme Gatley more recently as Priory Secretary, have been a wonderful 

support and I am extremely grateful to both of them. The executive and every 

member who has served on the PAC has carried out their responsibility both 

effectively and efficiently. Thank you to Bailiff 

Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy for the advice he has 

provided to me when requested and also for his role 

in editing our excellent newsletter assisted by Chev-

aliers Peter Summers and John Jackson. 

Our Priory also receives wonderful support from 

Chevalier Peter Lane with our printing, Chevalier 

Vili Milisits with our catering and I would also like 

to thank Chevalier Mike and Dame Ella Tyler for 

the wonderful contribution they make in raising 

funds through his book sales. Thank you also to all 

of our wives and partners who have so willingly 

supported our Priory with catering and in many 

other ways. My thanks to you all. 

Finally, in her absence I want to thank my wife Jill 

for the wonderful support she has provided to me 

over the three years.  It has been an absolute privi-

lege to serve as Prior and I wish our incoming Prior, 

Chevalier Tony Woods all the very best as he takes 

up the position and offer him my support whenever 

he requires it. 

 Hon David Wotton AM, CJSJ, JP 



 

 

 

 

Peter Summers was born in Adelaide in 1943 in the suburb of Rose Park  His father, Alan was away serving during 
WW2, in the Air Force at the time.  His father spent the war in the Mount Gambier area because of his special engi-
neering skills. Peter went to school at Rose Park primary and then Norwood High School. He unfortunately, like many 
other South Australian children, contracted polio at the age of eight and missed one year of schooling.  When he was 
nine his parents had the opportunity to spend a year in England.  On leaving school at the behest of his parents Peter 
took an apprenticeship in pattern making with Perry’s engineering. His career as a pattern maker lead to him moving 
to the new Chrysler engine plant at Lonsdale as a quality  and tooling engineer.    

On leaving Chrysler Peter worked for the RSL, the Crippled Children’s Association and Minda and then decided to go 
into his own business in Direct Marketing in the 1980s.This progressed over the years and at one point he was em-
ployed at a consultant in management and marketing by the Commonwealth Bank to assist businesses from insolven-
cy, who were on the verge of bankruptcy. This led to Peter to expanding his consultancy business and developing a 
software programme in quality assurance which has been used in a range of different businesses, including wineries, 
medical laboratories or any business that is required to meet professional standards. This programme is still a unique 
form of managing quality in business in Australia. Peter has at last decided to retire and has recently sold his software 
business, though still continues with some consultancy work. 

In addition, from a very early age Peter was interested in the military, first joining the Air Cadets while still at school.  
He then joined the Army Reserve in the Signal’s Corps.  In the early 1970s he was offered a position in the Army Cadet 
Corps to start up the first regional Cadet unit at Warradale Barracks. He remained with the Army Cadets for 25 years 
rising to the position of Commander of the SA Cadet Corps at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. When his role was fin-
ished, the Air Force Cadets asked Peter to join them first as a Squadron Leader and then promoted to Wing Command-
er and National Director of Cadet Public Relations, attached to Canberra for a further ten years.   

Peter has been a member of many boards including, LeisureCo Australia and chair of the board of LeisureCo New Zea-
land. South Australian Chair of the Defence Reserve Support Council (DRS) and a member of the National Committee 
of the Defence Reserve Support Council (DRSC). This is a Federal Ministerial appointment and DRS aims to enhance the 
availability of the Reserve component of the ADF by promoting the benefits of employing members of the Reserve. 
Peter was President pf the Naval and Military and Air Force Club of South Australia in 2016 -2018. He was awarded a 
Medal in the Order of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2006, for service to the community through 
the Defence Reserve Support Council, South Australia, and for his service to youth through the Cadet Corps and 
through organisations promoting health and leisure activities.  

Peter is currently serving on the Boards of The Naval Military and Air Force Club of SA, The Australian Defence Industry 
Network SA and the Northern  Economic Leaders Boards.  

Peter is married to Annette and between them they have five children and six grandchildren  

   
  Chevalier Peter Summers OAM  CGSJ FAICD SFCDA Dip CD MAOQ DipMkt 
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The next in our series of “Know your Officers”              

Chevalier Peter Summers Vice Chancellor  SA Priory 
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We were held in suspense at the start of this year’s movie event. 
We gathered at the Capri Theatre, Goodwood, very happily and 
full of expectations.  Expectations not only for viewing the movie 
with an intriguing title and good lead actor, but also, and more 
importantly, sharing our camaraderie with family, friends and each 
other, with a special cause in mind.  Refreshments were at the 
ready. 

There was a collective inhalation as we saw a struggling, stressed, 
unhappy individual enter the screen.  This was not ex-pected. The 
Welsh actor Rob Brydon, played the role of “Eric” who as 
husband, father, accountant and maths wiz, may have pursued a 
tragic end fuelled by his circumstance. His routine for exercise – 
swimming – caused his plight to be recognised, by similarly vul-
nerable men. They were not ploughing aggressively through the 
water, lap after lap. These men were endeavouring to coordinate 
and control their varying physiques, amid equally varying degrees 
of buoyancy. Importantly, they were part of a group with mixed 
ages, abilities and expectations, supporting each other with gener-
osity of spirit.  Sometimes with ease, sometimes with disparity. 

Synchronised swimming is perhaps the most maligned pool activi-
ty, maybe sport, we know about.  However, as we learnt maths is 
relevant to synchronised swimming, as is extraordinary breath 
holding, the learning of sequential movements, and much serious 
training to remain afloat. 

The sight of the usually circumspect Eric, fully suited at work, 
practising his routine, totally absorbed with concentration, amazed 
his staff. This scene brought a good laugh from the audience as 
did the glances at his screen saver. We responded far more heart-
ily when next we saw Eric practising again. This time in an as-
cending glass elevator.  Did the motion of his flotation hand 
movements have such power?   

The opinion about the movie followed the normal bell-curve, dis-
liked by some, enjoyed by most and really enjoyed by others.  I 
am led to believe that sales for the DVD are flourishing! 

There are many to thank for the success of this event.  We wish to 
thank Prior David Wotton for sanctioning the film night and sup-
porting us all. Don Stewart and his willing team are to be congrat-
ulated for the charm and organisational efficiency of the evening. 
The generosity of donors is very much appreciated including ticket 
sellers, raffle prizes, sandwiches, wine, cash donors and helpers.  
The Hugo family have continued their support which we value im-
mensely.  Villi’s generous support is something for which we are 
very grateful.  His gifts add so much more to our enjoyment all in 
the name of the South Australian Priory, Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Australasia. 

Over $14,000 was raised on the evening for the Mary Potter Foun-
dation.  

 Dame Patsy Murray DGSJ 

Officers of the Priory 
Prior 

Chev  Professor Tony Woods KJSJ 

Vice Prior 

Chev Peter Robertson CGSJ 

Vice Chancellor 

Chev. Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

Chaplain 

Chev Rev Keith Brice KGSJ 

Chamberlain 

Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DGSJ 

Secretary  

Chev Graeme Gatley KGSJ 

Treasurer 

Chev. Peter Robertson CGSJ 

Hospitaller 

Chev. Dr Harold Lane OAM KJSJ 

Function Coordinator 

Chev. Don Stewart CGSJ 

Fund Raising Chairman 

Chev. David Klingberg AO KGSJ 

Grand Priory Council Members 

Baliff Brian North AO, RFD, OSJ Chancellor 

Chev. David Wilckens KJSJ First Deputy Grand  

Prior, Grand Priory Secretary 

Dame Dr. Rosemary Brooks CGSJ  Grand Priory 

Hospitaller 

Chev. Prof. Tony Woods KJSJ SA Prior 

Chev.Peter Robertson CGSJ Treasurer 

Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DGSJ 

Senior Members in the Order 

Grand Prior Emeritus 

Bailiff Emeritus Victor Techritz AM CMSJ 

Prior Emeritus  

Bailiff Emeritus The Hon. Roger Goldsworthy AO 

CMSJ 

Bailiff Brian North AO, RFD, OSJ Chancellor 

Film Evening 2019 

Swimming with Men 
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Film Evening 2019 - Swimming with Men 
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Film Evening 2019 - Swimming with Men 
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Film Evening 2019 - Swimming with Men 



Sovereign Council Meeting 

Malta 2019 

On Saturday 6 April members of the Order assembled in Malta for the 2019 meeting of the Sovereign Council. 
The South Australian Priory was represented by our Prior Hon David Wotton AM CJSJ and was supported by 
Bailiff Brian North and Chev’s David Wilckens, Graeme Gatley and John Oswald and their wives. 

For those delegates who had not been to Malta arrangements were made for extensive tours of the  Islands be-
fore and after the Council meeting. The Maltese Islands contain a surprisingly rich heritage covering three civili-
zations including a temple estimated at 5500 years old and built before the Pyramids and Stonehenge. Not 
many countries around the Mediterranean present such a wide spectrum of architectural period and style. 

Whilst other architectural gems on the Islands go back some 4000 years the tours for delegates certainly, high-
lighted the very significant roles played by successive Grand Masters and Knights of the Order of St.John over 
almost 5 centuries in the construction of their defence fortifications as well as their splendid Baroque architec-
ture in their churches and buildings. As members of the Order it was also interesting to observe how, within its 
waters, the ideological frontier between Christianity and Islam has shifted back and forth. 

Even without the attraction of the Sovereign Council meeting a visit to Malta is an experience in itself. To wit-
ness the fortifications built prior to the “Siege of Malta “ in 1565 and subsequently through to the defence of the 
Islands during World War 2 somewhat overshadowed the Council meeting itself and if it is possible members of 
our Priory are urged to put Malta on their  “bucket lists” for the future. 

Following the meeting of the Petit Conseil the Sovereign Council convened and saw the election of H.E.The 
Grand Commander Paul Borg to the rank of Lt Grand Master following the resignation of H.E.Lt Grand Master 
Bailiff Peter Gabrielsen after 19 years in office. The Grand Marshall H.E.Roberto Volpe ( Italy ) also retired and 
was replaced. 

It was pleasing to note the appointment of a South Australian Chev Peter Herriman to the position of a Judge in 
the Supreme Court of the Order. The Grand Hospitaller (Treasurer) gave a comprehensive report highlighting 
the fundraising Internationally and its distribution to those in need. It was reported that for the past 2 years viz 
2017 and 2018 the total was $ 3.977 million (AUS). During his Report to the Council Prior David Wotton report-
ed that since 1992 the South Australian Priory had donated over $ 400,000(AUS) to the Mary Potter Hospice. 
Donations from other Priories covered from five figure donations for flood and earthquake relief to relatively 
small items depending on their ability to raise funds.  

It was alarming to hear in the Report from the Prior of Italy that despite the Italian Priory raising and distributing 
a total of $ 53,147 (AUS$ equiv) within Italy to earthquake victims and others the Italian Government has 
banned the Order and the wearing of insignia and any identification with the Order of St John Knights Hospitaller 
under a penalty of two years in prison. This has subsequently resulted in the loss of 25% of their membership 
and no new members joining for obvious reasons. 

All International Priories were encouraged to make more use of the “ International Herald “ as a platform for their 
activities including the distribution of photos. 

A brief discussion took place on possible amalgamation between Malta and London but was quickly  deferred as 
a future item for discussion. 

At the conclusion of the Council meeting all delegates and partners assembled for a Grand Banquet and the 
next day an Ecumenical Service took place to conclude the formal proceedings. 

Chev. Hon. John K Oswald KGSJ JP 
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Sovereign Council Meeting 

Malta 2019 
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Annual Chapter Meeting 2019 

Sovereign Council Meeting 

Malta 2019 

The Service of Investiture for two new Dames and five new Knights is described elsewhere by one of those invested, Cheva-

lier Richard Dennis AM PSM KSJ. That memorable service, to which was added the formal changeover of our Prior, was 

bookended between two other important and enjoyable gatherings: the annual business meeting of our South Australian 

Chapter, and its social counterpart, the luncheon at “The Pavilion”.  

Our “Annual General Meeting” commenced close to 9.30 am on Saturday the 29th of June in the Christ Church Hall and pro-

ceeded smoothly, and remarkably quickly. With just a few exceptions it went according to the circulated Agenda and was 

over in time for discussion amongst friends, and for a very welcome last-minute preparation of the Candidates for investiture 

by our Prelate Chevalier The Reverend Cannon David O’Neill KGSJ. Neither he nor the Grand Prior had been at the Re-

hearsal, so our new members may have felt a little under-informed. Both had arrived in time for the Chapter meeting. But 

Victoria’s Prior Dame Barbara Abley CJSJ arrived later still, so was welcomed in her absence by our then Prior. But she knew 

where she would be placed in the Procession, and where to sit. She has been with us many times previously. 

Prior David Wotton AM CJSJ chaired the meeting, after prayers from the Chaplain, with Secretary Graeme Gatley KGSJ, 

Grand Prior HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ and Chancellor HE Brian North AO RFD OSJ. The Minutes from 2018 were ac-

cepted, after amendment, as were previously circulated, reports from the Vice-Chancellor, Treasurer, Secretary, Functions 

Committee Chairman, Chamberlain, Newsletter Editor, Book salesman and Archivist, with just one query. That query, and the 

minute amendment, were concerned simply with calendar clarification. 
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The meeting concluded with full reports, previously or subsequently circulated, from our Prior and Grand Prior, and the an-

nouncement of seven promotions. Three members were promoted to Knight or Dame of Grace; four to Commander of 

Grace. They are named elsewhere. The Grand Prior told us, among a summary of a busy year’s doings, that the Tasmanian 

Commandery would become a Priory. He and Prior David thanked many for their support.  

One other departure from the agenda was the first item. Prior David did not call for a “Ceremonial Entrance”. The Marshals, 

whose duty statement lists tasks betwixt those of a drill sergeant and a choreographer, were not miffed by this. Our new 

Prior may wish to retain that agenda item for future inclusion, or erase it from the duty book. The Marshals had enough fun, 

anyway, lining up the Processional order; and were correspondingly frustrated at the Recessional. 

The day had started with heavy rain. It stopped for the Investiture Service, then started with a vengeance once we were 

seated at our tables for lunch. The Vice-Regal party may have needed umbrellas, however, as we stood for their arrival a 

little later. Our Governor, HE Hieu Van Le AC, honoured our Order greatly by accepting our invitation to both our Service 

and luncheon. His dignity and friendly semi-formality was augmented by his wife’s charm and grace, as she later moved 

among the guests, seeming to know so many. 

Recently promoted Chevalier Peter Herriman RFD CGSJ put down his Judge-at-Arms sword and took up the microphone as 

MC. Chevalier Reverend Dr Carl Aiken KSJ said Grace, Dame Patsy Murray DGSJ proposed the Queen’s health and we 

then enjoyed our Beef Medallions. Our later courses of fish or foul were substantial servings for those hoping not to grow, 

but foregoing sweets saved our consciences. Meanwhile we were entertained and informed by presentations from our new, 

and recently prioritised Prior, Chevalier Professor Tony Woods KJSJ. He toasted the Order with interesting historical refer-

ences and later toasted the new Dames and Knights with brief biographical references. Those seven recently invested had 

fuller biographical notes, detailing some of their significant achievements, in the tabled booklets superbly prepared by 

Chevalier Emeritus Professor Henry d’Assumpcao AO CJSJ. They received their diplomas from the Grand Prior and Chan-

cellor, and were photographed to prove it by Prior Emeritus Professor John Jackson CJSJ. 

The Grand Prior responded to the toast to the Order with a short version of his earlier report and gave thanks to many for 

support.  The response from those recently invested was handled by Chevalier the Honourable Andrew McLachlan CSC 

KSJ. As an Army Reserve lawyer and Parliamentarian his pithy response was remarkably succinct. But as President of the 

Legislative Council brevity is perhaps in order.  The Treasurer’s witty presentation preceded a donation, “reluctantly” handed 

to the Mary Potter Foundation. It was followed by a gracious response from its CEO. 

Our Prelate gave a closing prayer once coffee and chocolates had been served and consumed, the Vice Regal party depart-

ed and the rain stopped or nearly did so, for our own. 

Chevalier Don Stewart CGSJ, another recently and most deservedly promoted, is to be commended, with members of the 

functions committee, for organising the splendid lunch. The food and wines were excellent, the venue attractive, and the 

waiters provided most attentive service. The impeccable organisation of the luncheon was notable in that there were at least 

three departures from previous post Investiture practice. The Governor’s attendance added some concerns re timing; the 

identity of the Prior changed at noon; and it rained. Yet we hardly noticed.  

Chev Robert Black.   

 

  
Newsletter Production 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO CMSJ  

Chev. Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

Photographs by: 

Chev. Prof. John Jackson CJSJ 

Chev. Graeme Gatley KGSJ  
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The Investiture of Beverley, Mark, Helen, Andrew, Craig, Christopher and myself occurred on Saturday 29 June 

2019.  The service was conducted in the presence of His Excellency The Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor 

of South Australia and Mrs Lan Le, and also included the Installation of the New Prior, Chevalier Professor Tony 

Woods KJSJ. 

The significance of the occasion was clear to us from the start of the service, with the Procession, the wonderful 

music (with a Processional written especially for the grand entrance of the Knights and Dames of St John), the 

Choir, and so many Knights and Dames and family and friends in attendance. 

The actual Investiture, conducted by HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, was a profound and inspirational experience 

and I am sure that the seven of us have taken our vows and oaths most seriously as Knights and Dames of St 

John.  A particularly significant moment was when we were introduced to the congregation by the Grand Prior.  

We all felt so welcome. 

It was also an important occasion for the Priory, with the installation of Chevalier Professor Tony Woods KJSJ as 

the Prior of South Australia, to succeed Chevalier the Hon David Wotton AM CJSJ, who has been such a won-

derful and warm leader. 

The service was followed by lunch at The Pavilion Restaurant in Veale Gardens.  The Priory was honoured to 

have His Excellency the Governor and Mrs Le join us for lunch as well.  The new Knights and Dames were seat-

ed at various tables and it was a wonderful afternoon of fellowship, formalities and speeches.  In making his toast 

to the Order, Chevalier Professor Tony Woods KJSJ, Prior, made specific reference to this year marking the 50
th

 

anniversary of the founding of the Order in Australasia.  He referred to the origins of the Order in the early 11
th

 

century and that it is the oldest surviving International Christian Order of Chivalry, having been established by 

Brother Gerard of Amalfi. 

In his response, the Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Peter Wiltshire OSJ, recognised the new Knights and Dames and 

make particular mention of the service conducted earlier in the day.  He reported on the promotion of members of 

the Priory and on a number of appointments to the Council of the Grand Priory.  Reference was made to the work 

of the Priory in supporting the Mary Potter Foundation, which is a reminder of the service of Brother Gerard. 

A special part of the afternoon was when we were again presented to the members of the Priory, and family and 

friends, as new Knights and Dames.  The Honourable Andrew McLachlan CSC, KSJ, responded on our behalf. 

The lunch was also an opportunity to mark the contribution made to the Priory by Chevalier the Hon David Wot-

ton AM CJSJ, and his wife Jill.  A presentation of a cheque for $12 000 was made to the Mary Potter Foundation, 

and special recognition was given to Mrs Cathy Murphy, the former Chief Executive of the Mary Potter Founda-

tion and a great supporter of the Priory. 

It was certainly a great day.  I am sure that all new Knights and Dames are looking forward to their service to the 

Order and aspire to be worthy of the challenge presented to us by Brother Gerard.  May the motto of the Order, 

Pro Fide Pro Utilitate Hominum, For Faith For Service to Humanity, guide us on our journey. 

Chevalier Richard Dennis AM PSM KSJ 

Investiture and Luncheon 
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Annual Chapter Meeting 2019 
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Annual Chapter Lunch 2019 
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Annual Chapter Lunch 2019 
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DAME BEVELEY ANN ARNOLD, JP, DSJ 

Beverley was an Immanuel College boarder and studied nursing at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital.  After her marriage she returned to her family sheep sta-
tion and later conducted a Budget Franchise on Eyre Peninsula, becoming the 
first woman appointed to the National Budget Board of Australia. 

She was the Executive Director of The Mary Potter Hospice Foundation for 14 
years, raising $14 million for the Hospice on a professional basis and putting 
the care of the Hospice into the hearts and minds of South Australia.  Over 
this period she worked closely with the Order of St John. 

Beverley is a Life Member of the Mary Potter Hospice Foundation and the SA 
Palliative Care Association.  She has won the SA Great award for South Australian Woman of the 
Year for her contribution and innovation. 

Beverley has also worked as a Marketing Manager for the South Australian Tourism Commission, a 
Consultant for international marketing campaigns, and as Deputy Chair of the SA Regional Tourism 
Board. She was also seconded to the Tandanya (Indigenous) National Cultural Centre to lead and 
advise on promotion and marketing. 

As a long-term Honorary Justice of the Peace she also handled Court appearances. 

In retirement Beverley has volunteered as a home carer and visitor to senior citizens, and at Car-
rick Hill, and travels extensively. 

CHEVALIER MARK PALMER STUART BOURCHIER, 

KSJ 

Mark Bourchier, a Horticulturist by profession, has been involved in the field 
of Ornamental Horticulture for over 30 years as a Nurseryman and Landscape 
Gardener. He has been a Garden Show talkback host on radio stations and a 
Horticultural Advisor on Garden Shows on Adelaide TV. He was a long-serving 
member of The SA Nurseryman’s Association Committee and is a Past Presi-
dent of the Horticultural Media Association. 

Mark is now the Director of The Pulteney Foundation, a position which involves community and 
stakeholder engagement for Pulteney Grammar School.  He is also President of the Pulteney Old 
Scholars’ Association and Secretary Treasurer of The Queen's College Old Boys Association.  

A keen supporter of Veterans Affairs, Mark was President of Legacy in SA, and has been Chairman 
of the Legacy Board since 2016.  

Through his roles as President of The Victoria League and Chairman of The Joint Commonwealth 
Societies in South Australia, he is actively involved in the identification and selection of, and fund-
ing disbursement to, humanitarian projects in Third World Commonwealth countries. He is also a 
devoted supporter of The Blue Sky School and Dalit Kendra Children’s Centre in Kathmandu, Ne-
pal.  

Mark is a of member of The Naval, Military & Air Force Club and a number of motoring clubs, re-
flecting his interest in a variety of English marques of the vintage and classic eras. 

Mark is married to Jo and has two sons. 
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CHEVALIER RICHARD JOHN DENNIS, AM, PSM, 

KSJ 

Richard attended school at Prince Alfred College and then gained an Honours 
Degree in Law from the University of Adelaide.  He also holds a Graduate Di-
ploma in Business Administration. 

Richard commenced his career in a legal firm in Adelaide and subsequently 
joined the SA Parliamentary Counsel's Office.  He was SA Parliamentary 
Counsel from 2006 until December 2015. 

In 2016 Richard commenced work as a contract legislative drafter, consult-
ant and sole legal practitioner and now works for a number of State and interstate government 
agencies and instrumentalities, and as a consultant drafter for the Commonwealth. 

He is a Governor of The Wyatt Trust and of Walford Anglican School for Girls and is a member of 
the SA Superannuation Board and of the Southern Select Super Corporation. 

Richard has held a number of positions in the Anglican Church over the years, including as a mem-
ber of the National Church Law Commission, of the Adelaide Diocesan Synod and of the Adelaide 
Diocesan Council, and Chancellor in 2016 - 2017. 

He has also been involved in the Australian Institute of Administrative Law, the Arthritis Founda-
tion of SA and the Arthritis Foundation of Australia. 

DAME HELEN GERMEIN EDWARDS, DSJ 

Helen’s career began at the Royal Adelaide Hospital, where she graduated as 
Dux of the State Nursing exam, and ended as a part-time Health Commis-
sioner of the South Australian Health Commission. In the intervening three 
decades Helen was Dux of the Adelaide Children's Hospital Paediatric Certifi-
cate, a School Health Nurse, Team Leader of the South Australian Adoles-
cent Health Research Project (contributing to the Mothers and Babies Associ-
ation, which became South Australia's first Child, Adolescent and Family 
Health Service), CEO of Family Planning South Australia and Registrar of the 
Nurses Board of South Australia. 

Her career in health came to a close in 2001 when she joined her then part-
ner John in managing their 70-hectare vineyard and Adelaide Hills wine business. They built a 
small-batch winery, tasting room and restaurant, achieving their vision of establishing a truly Aus-
tralian wine estate offering visitors a world-class food and wine experience. In 2015 Helen and 
John handed "The Lane Vineyard" to sons Ben and Martyn.  

Helen is a strong believer in realising the potential of the Adelaide Hills and South Australia and is 
the Chair of Adelaide Hills Tourism and Chair of the 2020 South Australian Regional Visitor Strate-
gy



Page 18 

 

CHEVALIER THE HON. ANDREW LOCKHART MCLACHLAN, CSC, KSJ  

Andrew was raised and educated in South Australia.  Upon graduating from 
the University of Adelaide he practised law at local firms.  He spent a few 
years practising in the Upper Spencer Gulf region and took time out to fur-
ther his legal education at the University of Edinburgh.  His increasing 
knowledge of banking and superannuation law led him to enter the corporate 
world, taking an appointment as an in-house counsel.  Over time and after 
completing a Master of Business Administration he was appointed as a chief 
executive officer of a division of the Australian Wealth Management group.  

After over a decade of corporate life he retired as a chief executive and be-
came a professional company director.  At this time he also held a part-time 
appointment with his mother university as the Director of the International 
Centre for Financial Services.  He remains a Visiting Fellow of the Adelaide 
University’s Business School.  In 2014 he was elected to the Legislative Council.  In 2018 he was 
elected by his colleagues to preside over the Council. 

Andrew is married to Marcia and they have three sons.  He is a longstanding volunteer for St John 
Ambulance having served on its South Australian and national boards.  Andrew has also served as 
a reservist in the Australian Army and has seen service in Afghanistan. 

 

CHEVALIER DR CRAIG JONATHON MUDGE, AO, KSJ 

Craig’s career in computing has traversed both research and industry in 
Australia and the US. He was born and educated in Port Pirie, then Ade-
laide Boys High School and St Mark’s College of the University of Ade-
laide. He graduated in mathematics and statistics from the Australian 
National University and earned a PhD in computer science from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Craig was a computer hardware designer in Boston but moved into mi-
croelectronics when he realised that continued circuit miniaturisation 
would lead to palm-sized computers of great performance and very low 
cost.   He founded CSIRO’s first research group in microelectronics and 
spun out its technology in Adelaide to form Austek Microsystems, a pio-
neering company which produced chips for computer manufacturers in 
the US, for defence and Cochlear.  The company’s signal processing chips formed the basis of 
CSIRO’s WiFi patent. 

He has also been a strategy consultant and research director for computer science laboratories, 
and he holds six patents.  

Craig has a great love of the sea, and has been a keen yacht racer, including ocean racing on both 
coasts of the US and in Australia, including the Sydney Hobart Race. 

Craig is married to Maureen who has a love of all forms of musical performance and a passion for 
opera. 



Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary 

Potter Foundation. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Austral-

asia. Chevalier Marcus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that 

directs any bequest to the Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discus-

sion and his contact details are in the Roll of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-

patient palliative and end of life care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are 

so grateful for the compassion, the dignity and the love that the Hospice team brings into 

their lives. 
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CHEVALIER DR CHRIS J VERCO, RFD, KSJ  

Christopher was educated at Pulteney Grammar School, St Peter's College 
and the University of Adelaide (MB BS). He undertook clinical training at 
the Royal Adelaide, Adelaide Children's and Queen Victoria Hospitals, and 
The London and Hammersmith Hospitals. Christopher returned to Adelaide 
in 1980 and completed an MD at Flinders Medical Centre 

He was the Director of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Modbury Hospital 
before returning to Flinders Medical Centre in 1995, where he continued 
until retirement in 2017.  He has authored many scientific papers, book 
chapters and reports.  

Christopher served in the RAAF from 1967 to 2017 reaching the rank of 
Group Captain in the RAAF Specialist Reserve. He has served overseas in 
Malaysia, Bougainville and East Timor and in numerous posts in Australia.  He has chaired the Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology Consultative Group, the Army Health Services Historical Research Group 
and the 2014 Project Committee.  

Christopher is a former President of the Australian Salaried Medical Officers Federation and the SA 
Salaried Medical Officers Association and Chairman of the Australian Clinical Casemix Committee 
and the Clinical Advisory Committee of the SA Health Commission.  

He is the current president of the Naval, Military and Air Force Club.  

    Honour for one of our Knights. 

Marcus La Vincente has recently been awarded the AM for his charitable work and for 
his  commercial leadership. He is an Honorary Life Member of the Mary Potter Foundation and 
served on its board for twenty years. He is a director of a number of companies and holds or 
has held many leadership positions among notaries societies. He is a Fellow of the Australian 
Institute of Directors, A Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management, and a Fellow of the 

Australian and New Zealand College of Notaries.  



A changed man 

A challenge set and a mission accomplished. A special and unexpected moment of joy was made possible for a life-

hardened Vietnam vet who thought he couldn’t be surprised. 

Ken really struggled when he came to Mary Potter. A Vietnam veteran, life had been very tough for him. He had no family. 

He was bruised and wary and untrusting of everybody at the Hospice. He didn’t want to talk. He didn’t want anything spe-

cial being done for him. 

As each patient receives their own lovingly handmade quilt, a volunteer brought in a selection of quilts for Ken to choose 

from. Whichever one Ken chose would be put on his bed. Ken wasn’t interested. Although he picked a quilt – an Australian 

design with gumnuts on it – he didn’t want it on the bed.  It remained folded up next to him.   

Our volunteer manager asked Ken to set her a challenge.  Anything. What could the Hospice do for him that would mean 

something? Ken shook his head and said, “you’ll never be able to do it”. “Try me”, was the response.  

Ken said he would use the quilt if there was a map of Vietnam on it. Vietnam, where Ken served his country. A place that 

had impacted his life so deeply. The challenge was set. 

And thanks to you, we were able to run with that challenge.  You provided the means to make Ken’s wish a reality. Imme-

diately, we set off to find fabric.  Because of you, we could purchase material with a map of both Vietnam and Australia on 

it, and still more fabric with the South Vietnamese flag and colours on it. 

Bonita, one of the volunteers who helped look after Ken, happens to be a quilter.  Taking Ken’s quilt home, overnight she 

hand-stitched the flag and map on to it. Her husband brought the finished quilt in to the Hospice very early the next morn-

ing.  It was quietly put in Ken’s room for when he woke up. 

From that moment Ken saw the quilt, all his barriers came down. He was completely overwhelmed. He couldn’t believe 

that anyone would go to that kind of effort for him. It’s no exaggeration to say that he was a changed man.  The quilt could 

finally be placed on Ken’s bed. When anyone came in to his room after that, Ken would proudly tell them all about it and 

show them the map and where he served. It took the focus off why he was in the Hospice and put it right back on to his 

identity in a place that had made such an impact on his life. It was tangible. I meant something real. 
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