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Prior’s Report 

Report to SA Chapter 2020 

I am very pleased to present this report as Prior of the SA Priory. 

When I was installed as Prior in June last year I was prepared for a steep learning curve with its various chal-

lenges and opportunities.  None of us would have ever imagined we would be living through a pandemic of such 

magnitude and historic impact.  It is a colossal understatement to say that COVID-19 has changed our way of life 

and the Priory is no exception.  Priory operations were essentially suspended between March and August with 

normal monthly gatherings cancelled, PAC meetings held electronically, and functions postponed.  However, 

with the easing of restrictions, we were able to recommence monthly meetings in August and to hold our annual 

celebration for the Relief of the Siege of Malta.  These events were enthusiastically supported by members.  We 

acknowledge the Naval, Military and Air Force Club for their service and support.  We also look forward to the 

Investiture and Celebratory Luncheon later today as these were also held over from June. 

My wife Dorothy and I were honoured to host the Honourable Hieu Van Le, Governor of South Australia and Mrs 

Le at the Investiture and Luncheon last year.  It was a wonderful occasion also recognising the 50
th
 anniversary 

of the Order in Australasia. 

It is pleasing to report that although we were unable to hold our major events. the Priory continued to support the 

Mary Potter Foundation.  A donation was also made earlier this year to BlazeAid in support of the Bushfire Ap-

peal. 

I had the pleasure of representing the Priory at the elevation of the Commandery of Tasmania to the status of a 

Priory and the Installation of the Tasmanian Prior and Priory Office Bearers in September 2019 and; the Com-

missioning of the Victorian Prior Dame Barbara Abley AM CJSJ, the installation of the Ballarat Commander 

Dame Val Sarah AM CGSJ, & the formal inauguration of the Ballarat Commandery in February this year.  These 

were wonderful events and I was honoured to be a witness to such significant developments in the history of the 

Order in Australasia. 

I acknowledge and thank members of the Priory Administrative Council as well as all those who have taken on 

various tasks for their contributions to the successful operation of the Priory.  In particular:  Chevalier Peter Sum-

mers OAM KGSJ and Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO OSJ for their production of our superb newsletter, 

Le Chevalier; Chevalier John Seaton, our Gonfalonier; Chevaliers Henry d'Assumpção AO CJSJ, Michael Miller 

AO KSJ and HE Bailiff Brian North AO RFD OSJ for their outstanding work in updating the Priory website; Chev-

aliers Vili Milisits and Peter Lane OAM CGSJ for their generous and continued support and; Chevalier David 

Klingberg AO CGSJ for as former Chair of the Fundraising Committee.  I am also very pleased to welcome the 

Rev Chevalier Carl Aiken to the role as Priory Chaplain. 

The Priory is indebted to the late Chevalier Mike Tyler AO CGSJ and Dame Ella Tyler CGSJ for their immense 

contribution through their book sales.  Since they began these sales have raised in excess of $46,000. 

HE Bailiff Roger Goldsworthy has advised he is standing down from his editorial position with the Priory Newslet-
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ter.  Bailiff Roger has been involved with the Newsletter since its 

inception and has seen it flourish over the years and each issue 

is much valued and anticipated.  The Newsletter has evolved 

into an excellent production providing a mix of reports, infor-

mation, pictures and summaries of the Priory’s activities and 

functions.  On behalf of the Priory I extend our sincere thanks to 

Bailiff Roger for his wonderful contribution over the many years. 

Chevalier Graeme Gatley KGSJ stepped down from his role as 

Priory Secretary having moved into the Secretary role on the 

Grand Priory Council.  Chevalier Graeme has worked tirelessly 

for the Priory and I am extremely grateful for his for his outstand-

ing contribution. 

We were deeply saddened with the loss of Dame Joan Mead 

DSJ, Chevalier Prof Kevin Cheney OAM CGSJ, Chevalier Prof 

David Clements CGSJ, Chevalier the Hon Trevor Olsson AO 

MBE RFD ED GCSJ, Chevalier Prof Mike Tyler AO CGSJ, 

Chevalier Dr Capt Richard Watson CGSJ and Prior Emeritus 

Chevalier Brenton Mollison RFD ED JP GCSJ.  They continue to 

be in our thoughts and prayers. 

Finally, I congratulate all those who were promoted at the Chap-
ter meeting; Prior Emeritus John Jackson GCSJ, Prior Emeritus 
David Wotton GCSJ, Dame Edith Miller DGSJ, Chevaliers Mi-
chael Miller KGSJ, John Seaton CGSJ, Vili Milisits KJSJ and 
Graeme Gatley CGSJ.  The elevation of the late Chevalier Mi-
chael Tyler KJSJ was approved before his passing and his di-
ploma and regalia was presented to Dame Ella Tyler.  All more 
than met the prerequisites for elevation in rank namely meritori-
ous conduct and exemplary Service to the Order. 

Chevalier Professor Tony Woods CJSJ 

Officers of the Priory 
Prior 

Chev  Professor Tony Woods CJSJ 

Vice Prior 

Chev Peter Robertson CGSJ 

Vice Chancellor 

Chev. Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

Chaplain 

Chev The Reverend Dr Carl  Aiken KSJ 

Chamberlain 

Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DGSJ 

Secretary  

Chev Jim Howard AM RFD KGSJ 

Treasurer 

Chev. Peter Robertson CGSJ 

Hospitaller 

Chev. Dr Harold Lane OAM KJSJ 

Function Coordinator 

Chev. Don Stewart CGSJ 

Fund Raising Chairman 

Chev Geoff Walsh  JP KSJ 

Grand Priory Council Members 

Baliff Brian North AO, RFD, OSJ Chancellor 

Chev. David Wilckens CJSJ  Grand  Prior 

Dame Dr. Rosemary Brooks CGSJ  Grand Priory 

Hospitaller 

Chev. Prof. Tony Woods CJSJ SA Prior 

Chev Graeme Gatley JP CGSJ Secretary 

Chev.Peter Robertson CGSJ Treasurer 

Dame Leonie Clyne OAM DGSJ 

Senior Members in the Order 

Grand Prior Emeritus 

Bailiff Emeritus Victor Techritz AM CMSJ 

Prior Emeritus  

Bailiff Emeritus The Hon. Roger Goldsworthy AO 

CMSJ 

Bailiff Brian North AO, RFD, OSJ Chancellor 

Priors Report continued…. 
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 The next in our series of “Know your Officers”              

Chev. Jim Howard  AM DFD KGSJ 

SA Secretary 

Jim graduated as a Bachelor of Economics with a double major in Mathematics and Eco-

nomics from Flinders University. He gained a Master of Business Administration de-

gree from the University of South Austral- ia. He is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of 

Management and a Fellow of the Institute of Company Directors. 

After graduating he worked at the Com- monwealth Bank for a period of time before 

training as an analyst programmer at John Martins. He was appointed Manager of Systems 

and EDP and a few years later more re- sponsibilities were added in warehousing and 

logistics, human resources, industrial rela- tions, buying administration and engineering 

services which included the Christmas Pageant. He had a career of 24 years culminating as the Director of 

Stores and Operations. 

 He then moved to National Pharmacies as Managing Director, a position he held for 17 years before retiring 

from full time work. He built National Pharmacies, a mutual organisation, up to own 60 pharmacies across four 

states, 22 optical outlets and a PBS wholesaler with a turnover of $300 million. He had 1200 staff including 250 

salaried pharmacists and a wages bill of $1.0 million a week.  He was the Federal President of the Australian 

Friendly Societies Association for 16 years and chaired the organising committee for the Pharmacy 2000 series 

of Pharmacy conferences around Australia. He was also a non executive director of the Lifeplan Australia 

Friendly Society, a group of companies with a building society, funeral funds, travel agency and aged care 

homes with $1.6 billion of funds under management. Jim has been a director of over 30 companies including the 

Clark Rubber Group which was part of the Adsteam group of companies. 

Jim started his working life at the Royal Australian Naval College as a 16 year old junior cadet midshipman. This 

led to 47 years of service in the RAN and Reserves including roles as a Seaman Officer on minor war vessels, 

honorary  ADC to two Governors, working in Special Branch and Naval Intelligence and a final posting as Depu-

ty Director Reserve Utilisation Policy for the RANR. 

An interest in the education of young people led him to roles with the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of 

South Australia, the University of South Australia and St Ann’s University College where he was Chair of the 

College Council for 15 years and is currently Chairman of Governors of the Foundation. He is currently Chair of 

the board at St Dominic’s Priory College. 

Jim was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia “For Service to the Australian pharmaceutical industry 

through executive roles, to legislative reform, and to the financial management and education sectors.” 

 Jim and his wife Fulvia have two daughters, two sons in law, and four grandchildren. He is a philatelist specialis-

ing in British Asia and enjoys history, golf and being the household sommelier. 
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        Siege of Malta Cocktail Party 2020 

11
th

 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Despite the restrictions imposed by the current COVID 19 outbreak, the members of the South Australian Priory 

availed themselves of the hospitality offered by the Naval, Military and Airforce Club on Friday 11
th
 September, 

to commemorate the Relief of the Siege of Malta and to welcome the newly appointed Honorary Consul of Mal-

ta, Mrs Carmen Spiteri. 

Prior Chevalier Professor Tony Woods KJSJ, together with the Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens KJSJ and 

wives Dorothy and Jill, hosted Mrs Spiteri and her husband Venny, to a Cocktail evening with a difference. Un-

like functions of previous years, the restrictions imposed by the Virus required that the food and drinks be 

served at a table.  The 57 attendees were seated in the Imperial Room and the Colonel Downes Dining Room 

to accord with social distancing limits. 

Prior Tony in his welcoming address provided an outline of the history of the Siege, explaining that following the 

departure of the Knights of the Order from Rhodes in 1523, they settled on the island of Malta where they con-

tinued to provide valuable charitable and Hospitaller services. The Ottoman Empire subsequently laid siege to 

Malta - as it was crucial to the access of the Mediterranean.   Over half the forces on both sides were casualties 

of the fighting, with ultimate success on the 8
th
 September 1565 going to the Knights under the command of 

Grand Master De La Valette, after whom the capital of Malta, Valetta was named. 

Prior Tony suggested that “we are all under siege” in this current COVID climate and then drew comparisons 

between the population of present day Malta and that of Tasmania. 

 He went on to outline the circumstances leading to the award of the George Cross to Malta during World War 2 

by King George VI, for the bravery displayed by both the civilian population and military forces during the con-

stant bombing by the Axis forces.  A little known fact of another award was highlighted, being that made on the 

8
th
 September (VE Day), the presentation of the United States of America ‘Presidential Citation’ in which Malta 

was described as  “a beacon of hope”. 

In responding Mrs Spiteri thanked the Prior and provided an outline of her experience and background leading 

to her appointment as Honorary Consul in South Australia, succeeding Mr Frank Scicluna. 

She was born in Malta but left for Australia at the age of 2 years with her early schooling being undertaken at St. 

Joseph’s Hindmarsh. On completion of her schooling, Mrs Spiteri was employed as a Para-Legal Practitioner 

and Administrative Assistant in a Law Firm for over 30 years. Her interests have included participation with the 

Maltese Queen of Victories Band and she has been active as the long time Secretary of the Maltese Community 

Council. In concluding, Mrs Spiteri described her emotional feelings following a visit to her birthplace, Malta.   

During the evening the gathering was entertained by the delightful Piano playing of Sue Moorhead and the effi-

cient service provided by the Club staff ably led by Jai (the evenings COVID Marshal). 

A most enjoyable evening and Celebration ! 

Chevalier John Spencer OAM RFD JP KSJ 
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Chapter Meeting  & Investiture 2020 

The Investiture Service is the highlight in the St John Calendar.  

Held at Christchurch North Adelaide, it was a great success and five new knights were inducted into the Order. 

Although delayed from July, we were able to proceed with the service, presided over by the Grand Prior David 

Wilckens who fortunately lives in Adelaide. Investitures in other States have been postponed due to Covid travel 

restrictions. 

It was a very special service for the five newly invested Knights and with their families in attendance. New 

knights include David Caruso KSJ,   David Meyers KSJ, Simon Murray OAM KSJ, Steve Pearson CSC RAN KSJ 

and The Honourable David Bleby QC KSJ. 

The service was led by Chevalier Rev. Carl Aitken and the homily as delivered by Chevalier Ian Olver. The 

Christchurch Choir lead the singing with glorious fanfares from a solo trumpeter. 

Under the guidance of Chevalier Robert Black the Investiture formalities were conducted smoothly and efficient-

ly. We all processed from the church led by the St John banner, to congratulate the new knights in warm sun-

shine. 

The celebration Luncheon was held at the Naval, Military and Airforce Club in East Adelaide. The group for lunch 

numbered 83, which required us to be seated in the both the Dinning Room and Imperial Room to confirm to 

Covid regulations. This room split did not deter from the occasion as roving microphones enabled the speakers 

to move seamlessly from room to room. The MC for the afternoon was Chevalier Richard Dennis who did a great 

job, managing the proceedings in a relaxed but formal manner. 

The luncheon was delightful with great food and a relaxed atmosphere, with the attentive staff we have become 

used to at the NMA&F Club.  

Prior Tony Woods welcomed the group and Grand Prior David Wilckens presented the Diplomas to the new 

knights. Lorna Riddle the Executive Director of the Mary Potter Hospice spoke, reminding us of the importance of 

our financial support for Mary Potter.  

The newly appointed Chevalier Simon Murray KSJ responded on behalf of his bother knights and the delightful 
afternoon concluded.               Don Stewart and his Function Committee are to be congratulated for another very 
successful St John Investiture Luncheon. 

 

Chevalier Mark Denton CGSJ 
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Chapter Meeting  2020 
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Investiture 2020 
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Investiture 2020 
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Investiture 2020 
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Investiture Luncheon  2020 
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Investiture Luncheon  2020 

 AO JP OSJ announced his retirement as Editor of this publi-

cation at the Orders Chapter Meeting. It has been my pleasure to work with Roger over the past 4 years produc-

ing the Newsletters as Assistant Editor and I have gained a much better understanding of the Order and the nu-

ances of the Order as I have compiled the various publications under his guidance.  

Many have contributed copy and photographs and I am sure that all will miss Roger’s genial cajoling as we have 

come close to the deadline for publications.  

Thank you Roger for all you have contributed to the Order.   Chevalier Peter Summers OAM CGSJ  
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CHEVALIER THE HONOURABLE 

DAVID BLEBY QC KSJ 

David was educated at Strathalbyn Primary, Pulteney Grammar, St Peter’s College and 

Adelaide University. 

He was admitted to the Bar in 1964 and was a partner at Baker McEwin & Co       now 

Minter Ellison, from 1967 to 1981.  

In 1982 David commenced work as a barrister and founding member of Jeffcott Cham-

bers, and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in the same year.  

In 1997, David was appointed as a Justice of the Supreme Court and Judge of the Land 

and Valuation Division of the Court, retiring in 2012.   

David is now an Adelaide University Adjunct Professor of Law and the Parole Administrative Review Commis-

sioner and Public Interest Advocate, and is a member of the Advisory Board, South Australian Law Reform 

Institute. 

David was Chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of Adelaide between 1995 and 2016 and a member of Synod 

between 1961 and 2019, and Diocesan Council between 1977 and 2016.  

He is also the President of the Professional Standards Board for the Adelaide Diocese.  David has also held a 

number of positions in the Anglican Church of Australia, including as a member of the General Synod, Chair 

of Committees, a member of the Standing Committee, the Chair of the Church Law Commission, and a mem-

ber of the Appellate Tribunal. 

His interests include Church Bellringing, family and golf. 

Married to Elizabeth, they have three children and eight grandchildren. 

 

 

CHEVALIER DAVID CARUSO KSJ 

David is a lawyer and has striven for education, public awareness and justice in   the 

law. He is published authority on litigation systems and court processes. 

He attended Pulteney Grammar School before studying law, politics and philosophy at 

University. His career has been as an educator and practitioner of law. 

David is a former President of the Law Society of South Australia and Director of the 

Law Council of Australia and has taught and practised in Australia, UK, Europe, Asia, 

India, and USA. 

He is a director of several bodies concerned with promoting best practice in litigation 

and forensic science including justice access for persons with disabilities and vulnera-

bilities.  

David practises privately in civil and commercial law and was previously Special Counsel to Fisher Jeffries 

Gadens and is currently a Senior Lecturer, Adelaide Law School, University of Adelaide. He has conducted 

matters in the Magistrates, District, Supreme and Full Supreme Courts of South Australia. 

He is the editor-in-chief of the International Journal of Evidence and Proof. He is the youngest person to 

serve as president of the Law Society of South Australia and is the foundation chair of the Law Society’s 

Reconciliation Action Committee. He is a deputy member of the Teachers Registration Board of South 

Australia and a member of the Council of St Ann’s College. 

David knows and values the work of the Mary Potter Hospice and Foundation in providing care and support 

to loved ones and their families.  

He is proud to be able to support this work and compassion  
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CHEVALIER DAVID MEYER KSJ 

David was born in Adelaide, the son of an Anglican clergyman.   

He attended St Peters College and Adelaide University. 

He initially studied at Adelaide Teachers College, but transferred to study law after 18 

months, graduating in 1972.  

He practiced law wholly in South Australia, in the firm Lee & Partners from 1974 and 

formed the firm Lynch Meyer in 1981.  

Elected to the Council of the Law Society in approximately 1984, he served as Presi-

dent in 1997. Serving the Society in various roles until 2017 principally in the areas of 

professional standards and legal aid.  He was awarded Honorary Membership of the 

Society in 2005. 

David was director of Statewide Superannuation Trust for 22 years, a Commissioner of the Legal Services 

Commission for 12 years, Chair of Westside Community Legal Centre for 10 years and a board member of 

Hutt St Centre for 9 years.   

He is a director of Commercial Motor Vehicles Pty Ltd, initially appointed in 1987. 

Currently, he is a board member of the Northern Communities Health Foundation and serves on the in-

vestment committees for the NCHF, Law Foundation, and Hutt St Centre. 

Since 2012 he has participated in the outback car trek, to raise money for the Royal Flying Doctor Ser-

vice.  Together with his two sons they now run four cars each year. 

He married Jill in 1968. They have two sons and six grandchildren. 

 

 

CHEVALIER SIMON MURRAY OAM KSJ  

Simon is the Director of Up School Consulting and provides advice to schools globally 

in the fields of leadership, strategic planning, wellbeing, academic enhancement, men-

toring and innovation. 

Simon has been a Headmaster at three schools, including St Peter's College, and has 

been an educator for 40 years. He has been a member, board member or Chairman of 

several organisations associated with education and positive psychology. 

Simon has advanced the field of wellbeing, positive psychology and positive education 

across governance, publications, philanthropy, political engagement, and executive 

leadership. He has published articles, book chapters and presented at conferences on 

positive psychology.  

Simon has co-edited two books on applications of positive psychology and future directions in wellbeing and 

contributed to a Wellbeing Summit at No.10 Downing Street. His leadership established St Peter’s College 

as a world leader in this field.   

Simon is a Fellow of the Australian College of Educators, a Fellow of the Australian Council for Educational 

Leaders (SA), a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management and is Chief Advisor to the Positive Educa-

tion China Academy. 

He is a member of the Advisory Board for the School of Education at the University of Adelaide, and a Board 

member of St Mark’s College.  

Simon has held positions in several Anglican Dioceses, including the Diocesan Council of the Anglican Dio-

cese of Adelaide. 

In June 2018 Simon was awarded a Medal in the Order of Australia for services to secondary education and 

professional associations. 

Simon is married to Dame Patsy Murray DGSJ. 
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CHEVALIER CAPTAIN  

STEVE PEARSON CSC RAN KSJ 

Steve Pearson was educated at St Peters College, Adelaide and joined the Royal Aus-

tralian Navy in 1967 as an officer cadet, serving in more than a dozen ships.   

A logistician early in his career, he later specialised in strategic planning and project 

management. 

After promotion to Captain, Steve occupied a number of senior logistics and strategic 

planning positions before assuming command of the Naval Aviation Systems Program 

Office in 2002. 

He had responsibility for the acquisition and through life support of all Navy’s aviation assets. 

Leaving full time service in 2007, Steve returned to Adelaide to retire. However, he then was invited to join 

the Air Warfare Destroyer Program.   

He is still currently involved, responsible for accepting, on behalf of the Commonwealth, the products of this 

$9 billion project. In addition, he now also has responsibilities for other Projects in the Continuous Shipbuild-

ing Program. 

He is currently Vice President of the Naval, Military and Airforce Club of SA. 

Steve’s interests have always included cricket, as both player and umpire, railways and gardening.  

Steve and Jan married in 1974, they have one daughter and two grandsons.   

 

 

Newsletter Production 

Bailiff Emeritus Roger Goldsworthy AO JP  OSJ 

Chev. Peter Summers OAM CGSJ 

 

Photographs: Chev. Fred Trueman APM KSJ 

Chev. Graeme Gatley JP CGSJ 
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Chevalier Professor Michael J Tyler AO CGSJ 

MSc, DSc, FAI Biol, 

We are extremely fortunate within our Order to have had Knights and Dames who have made signifi-

cant contributions through their service both to our Order generally and, in turn, to the Mary Potter 

Hospice. The late, and much respected Cheva- lier Professor Mike Tyler was one such person. For 

many years Mike, ably assisted by his wife, Dame Ella Tyler, collected and sold books through 

his many outlets and at the monthly Priory meet- ings. Mike’s wonderful sense of humour shone out on 

those occasions when he ‘encouraged’ members to purchase one of the many books that he and Ella 

would bring to the meetings. All of the funds raised, at least a staggering $45,000, went to our 

Order’s major charity, the Mary Potter Hospice. This was certainly a magnificent contribution. 

Professor Mike Tyler was born in 1936 in Kingston upon Thames, Surrey, England and as a student, having won a scholar-

ship, showed a keen interest in biology. As a teenager he volunteered at the BritishMuseum on weekends and became 

fascinated by frogs. Later he was encouraged to visit Australia and New Guinea to seek out new frogs. 

On arriving in Fremantle in 1958 he worked as a fettler for the Commonwealth Railways on the Nullarbor Plain and follow-

ing an accident spent time in the RAH where he learnt of a position at the Medical School as a technician. Taking leave, he 

then travelled to the New Guinea Highlands where he managed a coffee plantation for 6 months. This enabled him to col-

lect many new and undescribed frogs which where then lodged in the SA Museum where he was subsequently appointed 

Honorary Associate in Herpetology to work on the collection for the next 60 years. 

After six months he returned to the University of Adelaide Medical School as Laboratory Manager of Physiology and Phar-

macology where he submitted a large research monograph which earnt him an MSc, the first student to do so without a 

BSc. In 1975 Mike was appointed lecturer in Zoology, Associate Professor in 1984 and was Visiting Research Fellow on his 

retirement in 2002 until his death. 

Throughout his time at Adelaide University he published nearly 500 research papers, wrote 28 books and made numerous 

films: one with Sir David Attenborough for the Nature of Australia Series including ‘The man who loved Frogs’ and the ‘Tyler 

Tapes’. The result of his experience in the Medical School and his outstanding knowledge of frogs helped him with numer-

ous significant discoveries including an effective method of Cane Toad control – rejected by the NT Government as being 

“unnecessary” at the time and ignored until it was too late. 

Mike’s research took him to all parts of the globe including USA where he spent six months at the University of Kansas, 

Research Associate of the California Academy of Sciences and was elected Fellow of the American Academy of the Ameri-

can Academy for the Advancement of Science. 

He was appointed Chairman of the SA Museum 1982 – 92 and elected President of the Royal Zoological Society of SA 

from 1984 – 2001. Mike’s enthusiasm for public education through the funding of Junior Field Naturalist groups was reward-

ed with the Michael Daly Eureka Prize for Science Communication and numerous other medals and awards. He was a 

member of the Interim Council of the National Science and Technology Centre in Canberra 1987 – 97 and continued as 

Patron until 2000.   

He was Patron of the Nature Education Centre in Adelaide 1995 – 2020 and from 1962 until his death was heavily involved 

in the Royal Society of South Australia during which time he held most offices. He was awarded the prestigious Sir Joseph 

Verco medal in 1980 for his contribution to science. 

Throughout Mike’s adult life he encountered many severe illnesses but continued to work on his research from a hospital 

bed whenever possible. He was finalising a major research paper the night before he died and arranged for a colleague to 

submit it and see it through to publication.  

Chevalier David Wotton  AM JP GCSJ 
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I want to thank you all for being here today.  In his final weeks, Brent asked me to speak at his ser-

vice and I am deeply honoured to do so.  We all feel the loss of this wonderful and remarkable man, a 

doctor, a colonel and a brother chevalier, but we also celebrate an extraordinary life, a life well lived 

and lived in the service of others. 

I first met Brenton after I joined the Order of St John in 2005.  But I knew him long before then.  

Brent was a rock star in the medical world as his reputation as an obstetrician/gynaecologist extend-

ed well beyond those who knew and worked with him. 

Brenton’s journey into medicine began during his time as a student at St Peters College where Latin 

and mathematics were much to his liking.  He felt strongly that medicine was his calling much to the dismay of his father 

Tom who was keen for Brenton (and incidentally his cousin, our late brother Kevin [Cheney]) to take up law and move into 

the Mollison & Litchfield legal firm.  Nevertheless, the family supported his aspirations and Brenton went on to Medical 

School at Adelaide University, completing his primary qualifications in 1960.  It wasn’t long before he realised his deep inter-

est in the beginnings of life was where his future lay and he moved to specialise in Obstetrics and Gynaecology.  In 1965 he 

began his postgraduate studies at Oriel College in Oxford in the UK working at Stoke Mandeville Hospital and then the Rad-

cliffe Infirmary.  He became a member of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in 1966, and a Fellow in 

1980 after qualifying as a Fellow of the Royal Australian College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in 1979. 

He thus embarked on a career in obstetrics that over his working life saw him bring some 11,000 babies into the world.  His 

son Tom recently mentioned to me that in reading the long list of birth notices in the Saturday paper so many expressed 

their gratitude to Brenton for making such a difference in their lives. 

He was also a gynaecologist and he became renowned for his extraordinary surgical skills.  He specialised in what would 

now be considered keyhole surgery with which he performed complex procedures and major repairs often when others de-

clined to take these cases on.  He used techniques taught to him by the eminent Chassar Moir, professor of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology at Oxford University.  The improvement in his patients’ quality of life was immense and he was deeply proud 

and immensely satisfied with the significant role he could have in relieving the suffering many experienced. 

Brenton joined the Army Cadets during his schooling at St Peters and this was the beginning of the military phase in his life, 

one that lasted for 43 years.  He was actually a very good rifle shot winning the school prize at Saints and then a Blue at 

university in 1959.  He could strike a bullseye at distances of up to 1,000 yards (a little short of a km) with a 0.303. 

He joined the CMF and began his army career as a reservist in 43/48 Infantry Battalion in 1955.  He was commissioned as 

Lieutenant in 1959 in the Royal Australian Artillery a posting I am told he revelled in.  He was particularly keen on QF 25 

pounders and his skills in maths came to the fore in calculating the trajectory for the shells. 

In 1961 he was promoted to Captain and transferred to the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps (RAAMC).  He continued 

through the ranks, was promoted to Major in 1965, Lieutenant Colonel in 1971 and became Honorary Colonel Medical Corps 

in 1994.  Along the way he served as Commanding Officer of 3 Field Ambulance and was the Director of Medical Services 

4th Military District from 1986 to 1990.  As fate would have it, during this latter posting he fell under the command of Briga-

dier Max Lemon.  Brent and Max had attended Glenelg Primary school together after which Brent moved on to St Peter’s 

College and Max went to Prince Alfred College.  After retiring from the Army, they became neighbours and re-established a 

very close relationship after 40 years separation sharing a common interest in the Army, good red wine, and all aspects of 

the Order of St John.  In Max’s words, “an Old Blue, and an Old Red, have shared some valued memories”. 

Brenton was appointed Consultant Gynaecologist to the Australian Army in 1979 and again in 1991.  You might wonder, as I 

did, how busy a consultant gynaecologist in the army would be.  I can’t really answer that other than to say I understand he 

reset a few fractures and loved flying around in military aircraft. 

Chevalier Dr Brenton Mollison RFD ED JP 

CGSJ 
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In 1987 Brenton was appointed as the Honorary ADC for the Governor General of Australia having been recommended for 

the role by Brigadier Oscar Wayland.  He served under Sir Ninian Stephen although as it was an honorary appointment in 

Brenton’s words he didn’t actually have to do very much.  He could have stayed on when Bill Hayden became Governor 

General, but apparently Brent didn't like Hayden so didn't accept the extension to his appointment. 

Brenton was invested in the Order of St John, Knights Hospitaller on June 25, 1999.  As the origins of the Hospitaller Knights 

were both military and medical, Brent and St Johns were a perfect match.  He had a strong interest in military history, and he 

loved the chivalry and the ceremony but primarily the humanitarian principles and values upon which the Order was founded.  

He set about bringing aspects of the Order’s traditions to life and was instrumental in having the Langue Banners that you 

see here made and displayed.  This included the heraldic standard for the Priory which he always delighted in telling us was 

referred to as the Gonfalon.  He also used his crafting skills to make our ceremonial Mace which is a symbol of the Order’s 

strength and past.  He wrote many short pieces on the Order including descriptions of the origins of each of these banners 

and gave talks on various aspects of the Order and his visits to the international home of St John in Malta. 

Brenton served the Order in many formal roles.  He was Hospitaller (medical advisor), Vice Chancellor, Vice Prior and then in 

2013 became the 5th Prior and leader of the Order in South Australia, a post he held for the next three years.  He performed 

each of these roles with great distinction and humility and it was the service to the community and fellowship that he most 

enjoyed. 

I mentioned at the outset that Brenton was a remarkable man.  In bringing life into the world he brought pure joy to so many.  

His core beliefs and fundamental drive to ease suffering and give comfort to those in need were constants in his life which 

resonated in all he did whether that be medicine, military or the Order of St John.  I will long treasure the conversations Pam, 

he and I had over a whisky or two, always served in a crystal glass of course, when I would just drop by the house in May 

Tce.  He had a sparkle in his eye, a wicked sense of humour, a deep love for his family, never spoke poorly of anyone, never 

even raised his voice.  Always calm, thoughtful and far more interested in the people around him than himself, right to the 

end.  A true, kind gentleman. 

Go well, fare well my friend.  We will long miss you. 

 

Chevalier Tony Woods  CJSJ 
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Richard was born on September 5th 1936 in Yorketown, the youngest son of Dulcie and Arthur 
Watson. His father was a much-loved country GP, and he was the younger brother of John and Gra-
ham, both of whom studied medicine.  

He had a happy childhood, and was educated at Yorketown and then was a boarder at St Peters 
School Collegiate in Adelaide. Whilst there, he was a member of the School’s victorious Head of the 
River rowing eight in 1954. He was always envi- ous of his older brothers, as they had both served in 
the Australian Forces during World War II – he being too young. Nevertheless, he rectified this later in 
life. 

On leaving boarding school, he enrolled in Medi- cine at the University of Adelaide, and boarded at St 
Mark’s College from 1956 to 1961. This began a long and prestigious association with the College. 

Whilst a medical student, he undertook his National Service in the Royal Australian Navy, and whilst in 3rd Year Medicine, he 
attained his Pilot’s Flying Licence. He was awarded an Adelaide University Rowing Blue in 1960.  He graduated in Medicine 
in 1961, and spent his international service in Papua New Guinea, developing his medical training on the Sepik River. 

Later whilst studying for his Surgical Fellowship in the UK from 1963 to 1972 he joined the British Army as a Medical Officer, 
was made a captain, trained as a paratrooper and wore the famous Red Beret. He was subsequently appointed Patron of the 
Airborne Brotherhood of South Australia, a position he held until his death. 

Returning from the UK with surgical fellowships from the Royal College of Surgeons and the Edinburgh College, he practised 
as a plastic surgeon in Adelaide, when this specialty was in its infancy. He was a meticulous surgeon, and highly respected. 
He was loved by his patients, because he treated them, as indeed everyone, as human beings, with much kindness, empa-
thy and courtesy. He helped set up and was head of the Plastic and Reconstructive Unit at the QEH from 1989. He lectured 
in Anatomy at Guy’s Hospital in London from 1964-66, and in Surgery at the University of Adelaide from 1972. He believed 
that Medicine was an Art as well as a Science, and ‘that a bedside manner’ is an important skill for a Doctor, something he 
had in abundance.  

He had a great love of nature and the outback. He was a fervent camper – loving to sleep under the stars and he shared 
these experiences with his family.  

An avid traveller, as a medical student he was a waiter on the Ghan railway, learning many “plate skills”. Later he was a 
ship’s surgeon on supply ships to the Antarctic in1982-83, and again in 1986-87, and was charged with the bird logs on each 
expedition. From 2003, he was a ship’s surgeon on Pacific cruises. He also was a Tour Guide, leading many tours in Europe 
and Turkey. He was meticulous in his research of the regions, and would lecture the group he was leading. 

In 1989 he received an Order of Merit and was equal top of the State for a Classics subject in Year 12 – whilst practising full 
time! It was a great joy for his family to accompany him to Government House to receive his accolade – his sons were study-
ing at the University at the time.  A few years later he retired from Medicine, and read Philosophy at Oxford, gaining his MPhil 
in 1995, at the age of 59. He was the oldest student at Christchurch College, and joined the Show Jumping team whilst at 
Oxford, winning an event. 

He had a love of history, making significant contributions to the library at St Mark’s College and he frequently reviewed books 
for the Adelaide Advertiser. 

A huge part of his life was St Mark’s College. He spent his undergraduate university days there, was a member of the Coun-
cil from1976 to 1993, Acting Master in 1998, and was elected an Honorary Fellow of the College in 1993. 

He was a Knight Commander of Grace in the Order, and at times was Assistant Hospitaller and convenor of the wine sales. 

He loved the outdoors, and spent many enjoyable hours on his property at Woodside where he enjoyed the challenge of 
solving problems and designing better ways of doing things. He enjoyed stating his occupation as “Cattle Farmer” on over-
seas landing cards, which was typical of his sense of humour. 

 
He was a humble, polite, thoughtful, generous, loyal, intelligent man who enjoyed sharing a red with his friends. We are fortu-
nate to have known him, and he served The Order well. 

A devoted family man, he is survived by Mary, his wife of 58 years, and sons Mark and Guy. 
 
Chevalier Harold Lane KJSJ and Mark Watson  

 

 Richard Wyndham Watson 
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Marry Potter presentation  

In the absence of the Prior (due to a medical appointment that arose unexpectedly) the Secretary Chevalier Graeme and I 

visited the office of the Mary  Potter Foundation on Wednesday 24 June and handed our cheque for $12,000 to Lorna Riddle, 

the Foundation's Executive Director. 

The donation, which maintains our record of continuing support to the Hospice, was very gratefully received and was under-

written by the generosity of members of the Order in our Annual Giving campaign.  Our running total of gifts to Mary Potter 

Foundation now stands at $447,000. 

In June without fanfare we also arranged a donation of $15,000 to BlazeAid Inc in the wake of last summer's bushfires.  This 

represented a mixture of members' donations, Priory funds and subvention from Grand Priory. 

The generous support of our members and friends is gratefully acknowledged. 

Chevalier Peter Robinson  CGSJ 

  

Order of Saint John Bequests 

The Priory Administrative Council has endorsed receiving bequests on behalf of the Mary Potter Founda-

tion. 

This can be done through the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller Australasia. Cheva-

lier Marcus La Vincente has drafted a clause that can be included in a will that directs any bequest to the 

Foundation. Marcus can be contacted for a confidential discussion and his contact details are in the Roll 

of Honour. 

The Mary Potter Hospice is one of the most important and highly regarded providers of in-patient pallia-

tive and end of life care. Hundreds of patients and their families every year are so grateful for the com-

passion, the dignity and the love that the Hospice team brings into their lives. 
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Continued next page…. 
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There were moments of joy during the lockdown, thanks to you. 

Four and a half months ago, life changed. 

In Mary Potter Hospice, a family’s life changes every day. But COVID-19 restrictions and hospital precautions brought new 

changes – with a Hospice in lockdown. 

Suddenly only the Hospice medical team were allowed to stay.  Volunteers had to go.  Complementary therapy had to stop. 

But one thing didn’t stop.  

You 

You provided surprise birthday cakes, pizza nights, fish and chips lunches, and a date night for a patient her husband. You 

supplied a loving couple with a special dinner from their favourite restaurant. 

You made sure a father could be at his son’s wedding. 

When few patients had flowers, you provided a stunning bouquet for each room  

You’ve kept the family kitchen stocked with individually wrapped fresh food, sandwiches, cakes and fruit. 

You are the reason that loving, compassionate and individual care went on. Our Hospice doctors and nurses stayed. And 

because of your generosity, the commitment and care to our patients – in the Hospice and in the home – never faltered. 

During the COVID -19 lockdown, our nurses haven’t missed a beat. And nor have you. 



27  

The following has been taken from this week’s Maltese Journal 

FRANK SCICLUNA RETIRES...  

I WOULD LIKE INFORM MY READERS that I am retiring from the office of honorary consul for Malta in South Australia after 17 years of 

productive and sterling work for the Government of the Republic of Malta. I feel it is the appropriate time to hand over to a new person. 

I was appointed in May 2003 and during my time as consul I had the privilege to work with and for the members of the Maltese commu-

nity of South Australia and with all the associations and especially with the Maltese Community Council of SA.  

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all my friends and all those who assisted me in my journey. My dedication and services to the 

community were acknowledged by both the Australian and Maltese Governments by awarding me with the highest honour – Medal of 

Order of Australia and the medal F’Gieh Ir-Repubblika  

I thank also the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Evarist Bartolo, for acknowledging my continuous service to the Government of the Republic 

of Malta.  

I plan to continue publishing this Maltese eNewsletter – the Journal of Maltese Living Abroad which is the most popular and respected 

journal of the Maltese Diaspora and is read by thousands all over the world. I will publish in my journal the full story of this item in the 

near future.  

MS. CARMEN SPITERI  

On 26 June 2020 I was appointed as the Honorary Consul for Malta in South Australia. It is an honour and a privilege for me to take 

on this appointment. Presently the fact of my appointment is still sinking in but I endeavour to do my very best in assisting the Mal-

tese community in whichever way I can and also promote Malta whenever possible. If I can be of assistance to you please do not 

hesitate to contact me on my mobile of 0401136673.  

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank my predecessor Frank Scicluna. Frank gave 17 years of dedicated service to the Maltese 

community. I wish him all the best for the future. Carmen Spiteri  

BIOGRAPHY  

Carmen Catherine Spiteri (nee Bonnici) was born in Zejtun, Malta in 1955 to Charlie and Teresa Bonnici. Carmen has a sister Marianne 

and a brother John. Regrettably her father Charlie passed away in 2012.Carmen is married to Venny Spiteri and has a son Christopher, 

two step-daughters Teresa and Angela and two granddaughters, Taylor and Tiana.  

Charlie, Teresa and Carmen migrated to Australia in 1957 arriving in Fremantle and then on to Adelaide. Carmen attended St Joseph 

School at Hindmarsh for both her primary and secondary education. Upon completion of her education Carmen gained employment 

with a firm of insurance adjusters. She then worked for a stationery wholesaler, a finance company, a manufacturing firm and is cur-

rently employed at a legal firm.  

Along with her husband Venny, Carmen has been a long time supporter of the different Maltese associations. In 2000 Carmen and Ven-

ny joined the Maltese Queen of Victories Band committee. Carmen served as Secretary for 2 years and as President of the Band for 13 

years. Carmen has been on the Maltese Community Council for 14 years, serving as Secretary for most of that time. After several ap-

proaches by Fr Gabriel Micallef Carmen joined the Maltese Chaplaincy Festivities Group in 2016 and continues to work in that group. In 

2018 served as Secretary of the St Catherine Society for about 6 months to help them out during a tough period.  

When not taking Minutes and preparing for meetings Carmen together with Venny enjoys going to live theatre, dancing, travelling and 
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Malta: The Country that was 

Awarded the George Cross 

April 15, 1942 

The Mediterranean island endured more than 150 days of relentless Second World War bombing that brought the country 

close to starvation a 

The Siege of Malta saw the nation endure more than 150 days of relentless Second World War bombing that brought the 

country close to starvation and forced its inhabitants to live in underground shelters. 

With its strategically important position in the Mediterranean, it was inevitable the tiny Commonwealth nation - then part of 

the British Empire - would be targeted by Nazi and Italian bombers. 

It was a base for Allied warships and planes used to disrupt the enemy's vital supply lines to North Africa, and in turn, Ger-

many's military leadership sanctioned its aerial bombardment to pave the way for an invasion. 

On 10th June 1940, Italy's leader Mussolini declared war on Britain and the day after Italian bombers attacked the capital 

Valletta and its harbours, and later in the war, the Nazi regime's Stuka warplanes, based in nearby Sicily, also pounded Mal-

ta. 

People were forced to seek safety in shelters and caves and the long periods underground were detrimental to the health of 

inhabitants, with diseases like rickets, scurvy and tuberculosis reported - exacerbated by a lack of food which brought some 

close to starvation. 

By the end of the war Malta had the unenviable record of suffering the heaviest sustained bombing attack of the conflict - 

154 days and nights - with thousands of tonnes of bombs dropped on airfields, naval bases, homes and offices. 

From January to July 1942, the bombardment was so intense Malta only had respite for one 24-hour period when the skies 

were free of enemy bombers. 

The nation was on the brink of capitulation but the success of Operation Pedestal, a merchant ship convoy that made it 

through to Malta after many losses, gave the people and the military renewed hope. 

So vital was an oil tanker carrying fuel for submarines and aircraft based at Malta it was lashed between two Royal Navy 

destroyers, after  its engine room was  destroyed,  so  it could complete the journey. 

The siege came to an end as the fortunes of the war swung in favour of the Allies and the Axis forces in North Africa faced 

defeat, and with the threat to Malta ended it was used as the base to launch the invasion of Sicily. 

King George VI awarded the George Cross to Malta on April 15, 1942, and in his message to the island's governor, he wrote: 

"To honour her brave people I award the George Cross to the Island Fortress of Malta, to bear witness to a heroism 

and a devotion that will long be famous in history." 

The image of the George Cross - Britain's highest civilian honour for bravery - is woven into Malta’s flag on the upper corner 

and can clearly be seen when the flag is flown.  

http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/operation-pedestal-how-allies-saved-malta
http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/75-years-george-cross
http://www.forces.net/news/tri-service/75-years-george-cross
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