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   GRAND PRIOR’S REPORT 

 

I welcome  you all to the Fifth Edition of the Grand Priory Bulletin which has been 
designed to keep the Members of the Order informed on matters before the Grand 
Priory Council.  

It was very disappointing the June Victorian Investiture had to be delayed to August 
14

th
 due to a changing world dictated by Covid 19. However, our Victorian Aspirants 

and Members of the Order are a very resilient lot, and I am sure the coming Investi-
ture will be successful and one not forgotten. 

At the June Grand Priory Council held by Zoom technology I was saddened to advise 
the Members of the pending retirement of Tasmanian Prior Chevalier John Kennedy.  
In accordance with our Constitution and the Manual of the Order, an election has 
been conducted, and I am pleased to confirm Chevalier Ed Gauden OAM KJSJ is      
Prior elect and awaiting confirmation by the Petit Conseil. 

 

Health permitting, Prior John will still continue to be an active member of the Tasmanian Priory and he is remem-
bered for his leadership in guiding the Commandery into a Priory. The Grand Prior has the privilege to recommend 
to the Lieutenant Grand Master his own promotion to recognise a member’s meritorious service to the Order. It 
was my privilege to recommend and promote Prior Emeritus John Kennedy to Commander of Justice and to be 
commended for his service to the Order, to the Tasmanian  community, his Church and local charities. 

At the previous Grand Priory Council Meeting in March, I announced the appointment of Chevalier Graeme Gately 
as Grand Priory Vice Chancellor. I am pleased to report Bailiff Brian and Chevalier Graeme are working well to-
gether, in many areas including the collation and updating the Members data base.  

The transition of Chamberlain  has also been successful with Dame Leonie Clyne OAM efficiently compiling all the 
Regalia for the Victorian and South Australian Investitures and Promotions. I was pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Chevalier John Emerson AM  to the  Grand Priory Council in June. John has a legal and tax back- 
ground, is currently a member of the Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Non-profit Studies Advisory Board as 
well as a number of other boards relating to pro bono and charity law/tax issues. I am sure John will be a great 
contributor to this Council in the future.  

 At the same Council Meeting the Grand Priory Hospitaller, Dame Jan Synot OAM bought the attention to the 
Council Members the plight of our nearest neighbour, with the covid-19 pandemic. Papua New Guinea is a very 
poor country that lacks basic health resources and fulfilling our mission as Hospitallers needed our consideration 
of assistance. The Council agreed in principal to donate $10,000 from Grand Priory reserve funds, and the Priory 
Administration Councils to meet in the near future to discuss further support. 

A meeting of The OSJ New Zealand Charitable Foundation Ltd and a Meeting of the New Zealand Members of the 
Grand Priory was held by Zoom in April.  For legal reasons and for the preservation of the tax status of the Foun-
dations in New Zealand and Australia, only New Zealand residents can be  Directors of the Foundation and all 
funds donated directly to local Charities . 

The Directors appointed to the New Zealand Foundation are Dame Judy Jones and Chevalier Dr Ross Blair. 

To protect the Grand Priory’s interest the OSJ Australasian Charitable Foundation Ltd, will be the sole shareholder 
of all the shares in the New Zealand Charitable Foundation. A meeting of the Petit Conseil was held in April by 
WebEx.  

The following matters were discussed 

The Vow: All members of the Petit Conseil agreed that the Investiture vow  should be spoken individually, in lieu 
of current practice—being that it is recited together.   
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The Trademark: The Grand Magisterium Swedish pro-bono Solicitor submitted  the application to the European 
Union in April for scrutiny. A result is anticipated in October.  

The Sovereign Council was previously agreed to be held in November 2021 by virtual means. Australasia was 
able to convince the members to delay the face-to-face meeting in Valetta until April 2022, subject to world vac-
cinations. 

International  Investitures scheduled for 2021: Tasmania 6 members, Victoria 15 Members, South Australia 6 
Members, Nordic Priory 5 Members, Americas Priory ( Florida) 5 Members; Total 37 Members  

Income and Expenditure: Accounts January to December 2020 were circulated and the Budget for 2021agreed 
on. 

Nomination for Admission; The Grand Commander submitted a suggested form for consideration and may in 
future ask for proof the applicant is a Christian. Our present Nomination for Admission and Nomination Control  
sheet are in more detail than the form suggested. 

Possible future relations with SOSJ (Vancouver): Grand Marshal Krister Thelin is having email exchange with 
Vancouver Grand Commander Ian Reid and they have arranged a meeting in Copenhagen in September. Mem-
bers of the Vancouver Priory will be invited to attend the Americas Investiture later this year, having attended past 
Investitures 

The Petit Conseil agreed to donate Euro 10,000 to the Burundi Project in Africa from the International Charity 
Account. Grand Priories’/Priories will be asked to consider making a donation. The largest donation in the past 
from this account  was for the Italian Earthquake of Euro €57,000. 

Since the beginning of my term as Grand Prior, Deputy Grand Prior Richard Trigg has been a tremendous assis-
tance to me, as well as a great contributor to this Council. Under his stewardship he has sought legal and account-
ing advice to allow a cost- effective solution in establishing a Company in New Zealand for a future Priory.  

The formation of a Priory in New Zealand has now taken a further step forward with the registration of the name 
‘ OSJ New Zealand Charitable Foundation Limited’. The Constitution is now being reviewed with the assistance of 
Chevalier John Emerson AM, who has considerable experience in this field. 

This will be the foundation that Chevalier Alex Anderson OAM and Dame Rosemary Brooks OAM will build on to 
help gaining New Zealand Aspirants in the future. 

Constitution Revision: Chevalier Richard Trigg, with the assistance of Bailiff Brian North AO were instrumental in 
the review of the Constitution which were approved by the membership at the June Grand Chapter, which was 
held in Adelaide. 

Since our last Grand Priory Council in March, I have attended in person and by invitation the South Australian Pri-
ory Administration Council, and meetings with the Victorian Administration Council by Zoom. 

 As stated in previous reports I appreciate being able to attend the different Priory PAC’s as it gives me a first-
hand knowledge and understanding of the important business of the Priories. 

OSJ Charitable Foundation Ltd 

In June , the Directors of the OSJ Charitable Foundation Ltd met by Zoom. The Directors of the Foundation con-
sist of the Grand Prior, Deputy Grand Prior Chevalier Richard Trigg, Grand Prior Treasurer Chevalier Peter Rob-
ertson, Bailiff Brian North and by invitation Secretary Graeme Gatley. 

The following matters were resolved: 

Directors approved the Financial Reports of the Foundation prepared by Treasurer Chevalier Peter Robertson. 

Directors endorsed donations made during the financial year ending June 30th 2021, of the Victorian, South Aus-
tralian and Tasmanian Priories as well as the Commanderies of Geelong and Ballarat. 

I wish to again thank Prior Dame Barbara for being the Editor of the fifth publication of ‘The Bulletin’.  

Once again in closing, I would like to thank the three Priors and the Deputy Grand Prior in establishing constant 
and valuable communication links over the last 14 months with the Grand Prior. I also wish to acknowledge Bailiff 
Brian North and Secretary Graeme Gatley for their contribution as well. 

 

Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ 

Grand Prior 

July 2021 
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Priory of Tasmania 

The Vice Chancellor of the Priory of Tasmania, Chevalier the Honourable Jim Wilkinson KGSJ           

advises the outcome of the election of a new Prior following the recent retirement of Prior Cdr John 

Kennedy CJSJ.  The successful candidate is Chevalier Edward Gauden OAM KJSJ.                                       

A Service of Installation will be held on Saturday 31 July 2021 at 10.00am in the Parish Church of 

All Saints, 339 Macquarie Street, South Hobart. The commissioning will be preceded by an early 

morning tea with the Grand Prior at 9.00am to which all members of the Grand Priory of Australasia 

would be most welcome to attend. 

 

Contact: Dame Yvonne O'Neill DSJ      Tasmanian Priory Secretary   Mobile: 0417370819   

Taken at the Investiture Celebratory Luncheon in Adelaide on 26 June 2021                                                                

L-R: South Australian Prior Chevalier Professor Anthony Woods CJSJ, Grand Prior Chevalier David 

Wilckens CJSJ, Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier the Reverend Canon David O’Neill KJSJ,  and                                 

Tasmanian Prior Elect Chevalier Edward Gauden OAM KJSJ 
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Burundi is a landlocked resource-poor country in an early stage of economic development. The 
economic development of Burundi relies on the agriculture industry where the country's prime reve-
nue is earned from the export of coffee. Continued insecurity, overpopulation, and soil erosion have 
contributed to a significant contraction of the subsistence economy in recent years. Although poten-
tial wealth in petroleum, nickel, copper, and other natural resources is being explored, the uncertain 
security situation has prevented meaningful investor interest. Industrial development also is ham-
pered by Burundi's distance from the sea and high transport costs. In terms of GDP per capita Bu-
rundi stands weaker in its prospects of growth. The foreign aid received from the Western Europe 
and other regions worldwide  are vital to sustain the economy of Burundi. 

BACKGROUND TO THE BURUNDI PROJECT 
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The Priory of South Australia celebrated the 

Investiture of three Dames and three Knights 

at a Service on 26 June 2021 presided over 

by the Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens 

CJSJ and the Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier 

the Reverend Canon David O’Neill KJSJ 

The Investiture followed the Grand Priory’s 

Chapter Meeting, and the South Australian 

Priory’s Chapter Meeting. A wonderful Cele-

bratory Luncheon provided an opportunity for 

the introduction of those newly invested mem-

bers.  

Pictured above following the Investiture held in North Adelaide are the new Knights 

and Dames, with South Australian Prior Chevalier  Professor Anthony Woods CJSJ, and                                 

Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ.  



 

Born in Ararat, Victoria to Elwyn Be-
atrice and Norman John Neylan, Mary 
was the youngest of three children 
who learnt very early in life the expec-
tation of service in the community and 
the church. Elwyn was a well known 
and respected private nurse and 
member of many community organi-
zations such as Red Cross, CWA, 
Save the Children Fund, Baby Health 
Centres Committee, Business and 
Professional Women (B&P), the La-
dies Guild and Board of Management 
of St Andrew's Church and Penguins, 

a forum for public speaking.  

Norman was the Head of the Ararat High School Technical De-
partment, a Justice of the Peace, a Mason, a long serving com-
mittee member and President of the Ararat Hospital, and  com-
mittee member of the local Trotting Club. He was a Town Coun-
cilor and Mayor for many terms and an Authorized Government 
Visitor to the Ararat Mental Hospital.  During WW11 Norman 
was a member of the Air Raid Precautions (ARP), convenor of 
the Toy Shed which made wooden toys for needy children and 
produced camouflage nets for the Defence Force. 

During WW11 Ararat became involved in the Government Child 
Evacuee program which brought hundreds of English children 
by ship to Australia and billeted them with local families. Mary 
recalls children who became friends and much loved members 
of the community speaking with a 'funny accent'. The town also 
took part in the Bring Out a Britain scheme with a number of 
families being resettled in the town. The scheme helped resi-
dents understand a little of the world beyond Ararat as the visi-

tors became well known and assimilated into the community. 

 After undertaking work experience at the Ararat Advertiser and 
with the scent of printer's ink in her veins and thinking about a 
career in Journalism, it was decided by others as happened in 
those days, that Mary would follow in her Mother's footsteps and 
pursue a career in Nursing.  

In 1950 Mary commenced the three year training course at the 
Ararat & District Hospital. Despite being an Ararat resident, Mary 
was obliged to live in the Nurses' Home for three years, an ex-
perience where lifelong friendships were formed and the philos-
ophy of service and caring for others was nurtured. She was 
awarded prizes in the first and third years of training.  After grad-
uation Mary completed her Staff Year at Ararat and then a 
twelve month Midwifery course at the Queen Victoria Memorial 
Hospital, Melbourne. These were the days when mothers stayed 
in bed for ten days, visitors were restricted and routines for feed-
ing and visiting were strictly followed. 

In 1955 Mary met Jack Minchin Lewis, a third generation sheep 
and wheat farmer from the property Honordale Ballyrogan, at a 
Bachelors' and Spinsters' Ball. In 1956 after she completed Mid-
wifery, Mary and Jack were married.  

There followed fifteen glorious years and a life quickly learning 
about bringing up two lively children David and Jane, farming, 
shearing, and cooking for shearers, wheat, oats and barley 
cropping, playing golf and involvement in church life at Holy 
Trinity Church in Ararat. 

The family located to Geelong in 1971 where Mary 
continued her Nursing Career at Geelong Hospital in 
the roles of Supervisory Night Sister, and then Midwife-
ry Supervisor at Baxter House. In 1977 she completed 
a  Diploma in Nursing Administration at the College of 
Nursing Australia in St Kilda, later known as Lincoln 

Institute of Health Science. Mary was admitted as a Fel-
low of the College of Nursing, Australia (FCNA), in 1978.  
On  her return to the Geelong Hospital Mary was ap-
pointed Sister in Charge of Baxter House, 1979 -1981, 
and then an appointment as  Deputy Director of Nursing 
in 1981 - 1989 when she was appointed Director of Nurs-
ing (DON) of the 350 bed Geelong Hospital with respon-
sibility for administration, clinical and basic nursing edu-
cation , post-graduate courses, staff development and 
the welfare of 900 nurses and a multi-million dollar budg-
et.    

Mary set up the Pam Keating Education Fund in 1989 in 
memory of a much loved nurse Pam Keating. The fund 
was financed by voluntary levies from nursing staff and 
assisted many nurses to undertake post graduate educa-
tion. A relationship with the National Australia Bank also 
saw the establishment of the annual Award for Excel-
lence in Nursing. 

As an Accreditation Surveyor, (1986-1995)  with the Aus-
tralian Council on Health Care Standards (ACHS) Mary 
visited hospitals in all Australian States and recalls visit-
ing the Broken Hill Flying Doctor Service and being taken 
on a retrieval exercise in a small plane to rescue a stock-
man who suffered a heart attack while droving in desert 
country.  The flight was also reminiscent of a flight she 
had in a small plane when barnstorming pilots visited the 
Ararat Hospital and offered flights to nurses willing to 
take up the challenge.  

The memory of doing loop-the-loops stayed in Mary's 
mind forever, so much so that when the Ophthalmologist 
Max Moreton offered to take her up for a flight in his 
Cessna it rekindled the excitement. After being taught 
the rudiments of flying by Max, Mary took flying lessons 
at the Geelong Aerodrome. The plan was on retirement 
to fly around Australia with Jack, however sanity pre-
vailed and the trips were undertaken in the red Jackaroo 
living under canvas.  Many desert tracks such as the 
Tanami, Oodnadatta, Birdsville, Canning Stock Route 
and the Nullabor and many times up the Stuart Highway 
were enjoyed. 

There were many opportunities for the DON to meet the 
community and speak about health and the hospital ser-
vices at Hospital Auxiliary meetings, Red Cross, CWA 
and Service Clubs. Hosting the St Paul's choir on their 
annual Christmas visit to the hospital was also a highlight 
when the choir, under the baton of the late John Brock-
man KSJ, visited all the wards singing carols. 

Probably the most challenging time was in 1986 when 
Nurses, for the first time in history, went on strike for bet-
ter pay and conditions. Non-urgent surgery was canceled 
and skeleton staffs and volunteers did wonderful work 
maintaining limited patient care. At the end of six weeks 
agreement was reached between the Nurses Union and 
the Hospital which gave better pay and conditions and 
the employment of ancillary staff to assist nurses in their 
quest for better patient care.   

 During this time also Mary was an Honorary Lay Assis-
tant Minister at All Saints' Geelong and for many years 

served as Vicar's Warden and Warden of the Ves-
try. She chaired the Benevolent Fund and the Build-
ing and Maintenance Committee, and was a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee and Liturgy Commit-
tee.                                                 
                                     

                               Continues over page 

 

INTRODUCING THE GRAND PRIORY’S ARCHIVIST                                                                                                     

DAME  MARY LEWIS OAM CJSJ 
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Dame Mary Lewis’s profile continues 

Mary's father Norman died in March 1972 and Mary's mother 
Elwyn continued to live in Ararat until vision and mobility is-
sues meant she needed care, so a decision was made that 
she would come to Geelong and live with Mary and Jack, Da-
vid and Jane.  Elwyn died peacefully in her sleep on 5 July 
1989 after five years of happiness in Geelong. 

In 1996 Mary published the book ‘Baxter and Before: Maternity 
Services at the Geelong Hospital 1852-1995’.The story relates 
the struggle of the committees of management of the Geelong 
Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum, later renamed The Geelong 
and District Hospital (Kitchener Memorial) as they sought to 
provide a maternity service for the women of Geelong. The 
need for the service became more and more urgent as the 
trend away from home births gathered momentum on the 
grounds of safety for mothers and babies. Existing ward ac-
commodation was not suitable for midwifery patients. The new 
maternity hospital, Baxter House was opened in 1954 by Lady 
Brooks the wife of the Victorian Governor, Sir Dallas Brooks. 

In 1992 Mary was the first woman to be invited to join the Ro-
tary Club of Geelong. Two long standing male members re-
signed in protest and missed out on a new era in Rotary with 
many women now being active members and office bearers. 
Mary served as President of the Club in 2001-2002 and was 
named a Paul Harris Fellow and in 2014 a PHF with Sapphire. 
Mary and Jack enjoyed visiting Tonga with a team of Rotarians 
to assist with the re-roofing of the hospital. During the visit 
Mary was asked to present a number of lectures to nursing 
staff. I 

n 1996 Mary was invited by the late Geoff Neilson to join our 
Order of St John.  Geelong Commandery Commander Colonel 
David Lawrence appointed her as chair of the Functions Com-
mittee which was highly successful in fund raising  through 
dinner auctions and other events to help worthy causes. She 
served as Commandery Hospitaller for many years.                 
In 2008,  Mary, Dr John Nelson and Barry Abley OAM co-
authored and published Jerusalem to Geelong: the Vitality of a 
Commandery.  

Chevalier John Robb AM, GCSJ, Prior of Victoria, wrote in the 
Foreword: My wish for this history is that it is read with some 
pride and satisfaction at the things already achieved; but read 
also with a sense of knowing there is so much more to be 
done to alleviate the pain and suffering and injustices experi-
enced by so many people. 

The book was launched at Kirrewur Court, Geelong by Cheva-
lier the Right Revd John Bayton AM, GCSJ, OMLJ and has 
proved to be a valuable resource for new members of the Or-
der. In 2011 Grand Prior Royce Pepin appointed Mary as 
Grand Priory Archivist. In this role she has collected and main-
tained records, and in 2018 published the Fifty Year History of 
the Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller in Aus-
tralia. She has also written a hymn for the Order which is sung 
at Investitures. A number of visits to Malta as an observer at 
Sovereign Council have been helpful in learning more about 
the Order and meeting Dames and Knights from all over the 

world.   

When Nursing Education changed 
from being Hospital to University 
based, Mary decided to attend Dea-
kin University where she completed a 
Bachelor of Nursing in 1991.She was 
awarded the Grace McKellar Prize on 
the basis of academic results. She 
attended Deakin's Stonington Cam-
pus in 1997 and received a Graduate 
Diploma in Professional Writing. In 
1997 Mary received the Award of 
Merit in recognition of membership 

and support of the Australian College of Nurse Manage-
ment Inc. 

Mary retired from The Geelong Hospital in 1997 following 
a career spanning twenty six years and after the three 
month mandatory trip around Australia in the red Jacka-
roo and becoming adept at putting up the tent and cook-
ing over a small gas stove she continued with her many 
community interests. She stood for Council in the 1999 
Local Government elections but despite polling well in the 
first preference votes did not garner sufficient preferences 
to be elected. It was pleasing though that of the five mem-
ber team who stood as a block two members were elect-
ed with both later being elected as Mayor. 

 Mary served Board of Directors of Hospice Care Associa-
tion for 20 years; and a member of Geelong Repertory 
when a long held ambition to be on the stage was real-
ised. She was a presenter on Pulse Radio 97.4 FM where 
she presented Womens' Talk, Encore, a weekly classical 
music program, The Week that Was which highlighted 
recent happenings and Addy on Air where articles from 
the Geelong Advertiser were read for the benefit of the 
visually impaired. For many years Mary was the Broker 
for WIG, a Women's Investment Group, which dealt in 
buying and selling shares; a fortune wasn't made, but it 
certainly was lots of fun.  

 She was a volunteer at The Mission to Seamen, now The 
Seafarers, in North Geelong for many years; a past Board 
member of the Australian Decorative and Fine Arts Socie-
ty, Geelong Branch (ADFAS) and continues to be an AD-
FAS Church Recorder which records for posterity the 
treasures in many of the local churches. Mary joined Quo-
ta International, a service club for women, at its inaugural 
meeting in Geelong in1978 and became President in 
1985-86. Quota worked mainly for the Hearing Impaired 
and was disbanded in Geelong in 2020.  

For many years Mary and a group from Rotary and All 
Saints' volunteered at the Christ Church Meals Program 
which provides breakfast each morning and hot dinners 
two nights each week. Her connections with both the pro-
gram and her Church remains strong. In 1999 Mary was 
appointed the first Internal Ombudsman for the City of 
Greater Geelong and for ten years received the com-
plaints of ratepayers and visitors on a wide variety of is-
sues.  

In 2010 she was awarded the Medal of the Order of Aus-
tralia (OAM) in the General Division for service to the City 
of Greater Geelong. In 2012 Mary's husband of fifty  six 
years Jack Minchin Lewis died after a short illness and life 
will never be the same; but faith, family, friends and com-
munity activity are a constant source of comfort and en-
couragement. Mary was honored recently, along with the 
late Frank Costa AM KJSJ to be invited to become a Pa-
tron of the new purpose built Anam Cara Palliative Care 
Hospital on land donated by Deakin University. The first 
sod has been turned and building will commence this 
year.  

Mary's son David lives with her and provides much com-
fort; she is an avid reader and belongs to a Geelong Book 
Club that has been in existence for 125 years. She is a 
Life Member of the Geelong Club, enjoys gardening, at-
tending MSO concerts, films, walking Alice the dog and 
going to Jan Juc for brief spells to take in the sea air. 
Trips to Cambrian Hill near Ballarat to visit daughter Jane, 
her partner Steve and only grandchild Jack are a pleas-
ure, as are outings with extended family and friends. She 
travels extensively overseas for a number of months each 
year and health willing hopes to resume travel when the 
borders are open. 
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Leonie was born in Adelaide 
in 1954, the middle child of a 
three-girl family. Being born 
with severe Talipes in both 
feet, her formative years were 
shaped by a radical treat-
ment, hospital stays and calli-
pers, which limited her mobili-
ty until she was six years of 
age. However, she now views 
this as the making of her de-
termined personality.  

Baptised at St Columba’s 
Church, Hawthorn in 1959, Leonie still attends there 
with her husband Robert. 

Following her education at Westbourne Park Primary 
School and Presbyterian Girls’ College, Leonie studied 
at Flinders University, where she was awarded a BA
(Psych) in 1978. On completion of her psychology stud-
ies, Leonie spent two years with the South Australia 
Police Force – Assistant Police Prosecutor, Legal 
Branch, Adelaide.  

Without parents in Adelaide but with their blessing, Le-
onie and Robert, whilst second year university stu-
dents, married at St Matthew’s Church, Kensington in 
early 1974. Robert completed his BA with Honours in 
History and from September 1976 spent almost nine-
teen years in the South Australian Police Force. Since 
2001 he has been the Executive Director, Freemasons 
Foundation SA and NT.   

Their daughter Rebecca, was born in 1980 and son 
Lachlan arrived in 1983. Now living in Perth and at 38 
years of age, whilst working full time and supporting a 
wife and three little girls, Lachlan has embarked on a 
career in teaching, studying a Master’s Degree at Cur-
tin University.  

Leonie and Robert recently spent a week in Perth after 
an 18-month separation to meet their youngest Grand-
daughter. Rebecca and her husband, both commercial 
pilots, have twin daughters and fortunately live in Ade-
laide, so that Robert and Leonie often enjoy their com-
pany.  

For the last five months of 1987, Robert was away 
leading the Bicentennial Camel Trek from Darwin to 
Adelaide. During that time, the long-held seeds of a 
new venture grew in Leonie’s mind.  

Very disappointed by the types of female uniforms worn 
in the Police Force, including those of the administra-
tion staff, Leonie established Columbine Designs Pty 
Ltd (re-named Angus Clyne Australia Pty Ltd in 1993) 
designing and manufacturing corporate clothing. This 
was followed by the establishment of Cutting Edge 
Clothing Manufacturers, and Leonie Clyne Australia Pty 
Ltd, Retail Outlet, Norwood SA. 

Robert joined Leonie for six years from 1995, when the 
company was growing rapidly. A stickler for high quality 
and excellence, Leonie introduced company training 
programs with TAFE SA to train staff.  

As an Australian VET Alumni member, Leonie provid-
ed work experience opportunities to students and 
promoted Vocational Education and Training as an 
excellent educational pathway.  

Established  2003 Leonie Clyne, Business Coaching 
Leonie has been involved with many business sup-
port and advisory boards. A selection of her past ap-
pointments includes: a Member of the Small Busi-
ness Finance Advisory Panel of the Reserve Bank of 
Australia and the VEET Board (SA).  She has sup-
ported the next generation through her roles in the 
VET sector as a Member of the Australian National 
Training Authority (ANTA) Board and as a lecturer, 
mentor and coach. 

For 16 years Leonie served as a Member of Council 
of Flinders University and as Deputy Chancellor for 
seven years. She was a Member of the Senior Staff 
Remuneration Committee, Awards Committee, Gov-
ernance Committee, Strategic Resources Committee, 
Strategic Marketing Committee and Executive Com-
mittee. With her commercial expertise, Leonie was 
appointed Chair of the University company, Flinders 
Consulting. Leonie has engaged with Flinders and 
alumni supported opportunities for women in leader-
ship positions.  

Contributions to the wider community include Leo-
nie’s service to many organisations, including as a 
Governor of the Freemasons Medical Research 
Trust, Co-chair of the Australian Disability Advisory 
Council Board and a Member of the Board of the De-
fence Reserves Support Council SA. 

Leonie has received numerous awards. Angus Clyne 
Australia was ranked for 3-years in the BRW Top 100 
Fastest Growing Private Australian Companies, she 
received the Inaugural Enterprising Woman of the 
Year Award in 1997, the Prime Minister’s Small Busi-
ness of the Year Award in 1999, and an inaugural 
Flinders University Distinguished Alumni Award in 
2006. In 2015 she was recognised with the Medal of 
the Order of Australia in recognition of her dedication 
to business and tertiary and vocational education.  
Leonie has been awarded by Flinders University the 
Degree of Doctor of the University.  

Now semi-retired, Leonie enjoys her position as 
Chair of the Ikon Academic Board, a private Higher 
Education Institute, and as a Member of The May 
Gibbs Children’s Literature Trust. Leonie is sincerely 
grateful to Chevalier Michael Evans for introducing 
her to the Order, as she thoroughly enjoys her in-
volvement. She was invested on 18 June 2016    

Having secured a number of camels in 1988 after the 
Trek, Robert and Leonie bought a small property in 
the Mid-North. South Mt Templeton is an hour and a 
half from Adelaide and although the camels were 
sold about 15 years ago, they love getting away to 
the tranquillity, tending the land and trees, and loving 
the wonderful bird life and superb star lit evening 
skies. 

INTRODUCING THE GRAND PRIORY’S CHAMBERLAIN                                  

DAME LEONIE CLYNE OAM DUniv BA (Psych) CGSJ 
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     Grand Priory of Australasia     

         Grand Priory Council                                                                          
   Calendar 2021 –2022 

 

Month Day Event Venue Location 

January 16 
Petit Conseil Virtual Meeting 

February 26 
Grand Priory Council Meeting 

(10.30 am start) 
Zoom meeting Melbourne 

  
27 Victorian Priory Investiture 

(2020 deferred) 

St Andrews Anglican 
Church 

Brighton, Melbourne 

March 13 
Tasmanian Priory Investiture 

(2020 deferred) 
All Saints, South Hobart Hobart 

  
April 24-25 

  
Petit Conseil 

  
Virtual meeting 

  

June 4 Grand Priory Council Zoom   

 26 Grand Priory Chapter Meeting Christ Church 
North Adelaide 

  
26 

South Australian Priory Chapter 
Meeting and Investiture 

Christ Church 
  

North Adelaide 

August 14 
Victorian    Priory Chapter 

Meeting and Investiture 

St Andrews Anglican 

Church Brighton 
Melbourne 

October 22 Grand Priory Council Meeting Naval, Military & Air Force 

Club 
Adelaide 

November 5 & 6 th Petit Conseil Zoom meeting   

 
 

2022 

February 25 Grand Priory Council 
Quality Airport Hotel 

Tullamarine 
Melbourne 

April tba Petit Conseil tba Malta 

April Tba Sovereign Council tba Malta 

June 4 South Australian Investiture Christ Church Adelaide 

  17 Grand Priory Council Tba Hobart 

  18 Grand Priory Chapter All Saints, South Hobart Hobart 

  18 Tasmanian Investiture All Saints, South Hobart Hobart 

  25 Victorian Investiture Tba 
Mornington Peninsula 
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