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GRAND PRIOR’S REPORT  

 
Welcome to the Seventh Edition of the Grand Priory Bulletin which has 

been designed to keep the Members of the Order informed on matters 

before the Grand Priory Council.  

The February Grand Priory Council held in Melbourne, was the first 

meeting held face to face since February 28
th

, 2020. It has been very 

frustrating for all with lock downs and families and friends stopped 

from being able to be together.  

The Grand Priory and Priories have been proactive in this time by con-

necting with our Members by Zoom, however the pandemic has delayed 

our objectives to secure possible Aspirants for New Zealand. Hopefully 

our Prelate and Chevalier Alex Anderson will be able to cross the Tas-

man soon. 

The foundation of the extension to New Zealand is near complete. Zoom Meetings have 

been held with our New Zealand Solicitors and Deputy Grand Prior Richard Trigg, Chevalier 

John Emerson, and myself on the application to register OSJ New Zealand Charitable Foun-

dation Ltd which has resolved concerns of the NZ Charities Services. We are now awaiting 

approval of the registration of our Crest. 

The Petit Conseil met again on the 20
th

November last year and again on the 13
th

February 

this year. The International Order is governed by a legislative Group known as its 

‘Sovereign Council’ which meets on a biennial basis and the International Constitution es-

tablishes a smaller executive group known as the Petit Conseil. This is constituted by four 

Conventual Bailiffs and seven Lieutenants who are charged with the responsibility of at-

tending to the central administration of the International Order and the management of its 

current business. The meetings are held three times a year and the Grand Prior of Australa-

sia is a Lieutenant. 

Items of interest from the November Petit Conseil meeting is as follows: 

A meeting was held with the Swedish Cardinal, regarding the Roman Catholic Church 

recognising our Order. Further meetings are planned but a resolution is not ex-

pected soon. 

The reregistration of the Trademark was approved by the EU. iOP without objection 

from any countries in Europe. It is now with the WiPO to cover all the members out-

side Europe. The change will affect the Insignia is the black colour of the two heads 

of the eagle as well as the wings and tail. This will not affect the Members with the 

old Insignia. 

There has been no contact with the London Order and not likely due to the split in 

1989 not recognising the King Peter II 1964 Constitution. 
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 Investitures in Florida, New York and Houston were held late last year for the first time in 

nearly two years. 

A recent meeting of the Petit Conseil held on the 12
th

 of this month confirmed the next 

Petit Conseil and Sovereign Council has been rescheduled to October 29
th

 this year in 

Malta. Reports by Australasian Members of the Sovereign Council will be from the Grand 

Prior, Victorian Prior, Tasmanian Prior, and the South Australian Prior. A discounted 

room rate will be negotiated in Malta, and Members contemplating attending should 

contact Vice Chancellor Graeme Gatley to register. Details of OSJ tours will be available 

on the Thursday and Friday before the Saturday Council Meeting, followed by a Church 

Service on Sunday Morning. 

 One of the many pleasures of being the Grand Prior is being able to recommend promo-

tions of Members who have exemplary served this Order.  

 

At the Victorian Investiture Luncheon in February, I was honoured to award a Gold Medal 

of Merit to our retiring Grand Priory Archivist, Dame Mary Lewis . Dame Mary was ap-

pointed as Archivist by Grand Prior Emeritus Royce Pepin in 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording the 50 years of the Order 

and creating the Hymn to the Order sung for the first time at the Hobart Investiture in 

September 2019 is one of the many highlights of Dame Mary’s tenure. 

At the South Australian Priory Christmas Dinner, I was privileged to also honour the two 

South Australian Bailiffs Emeritus: past South Australian Prior Roger Goldsworthy, and 

Grand Priory Chancellor Brian North. 

Bailiff Roger was the South Australian Prior at the time the Order was part of OSJ London. 

Bailiff Roger with Bailiff Emeritus Royce Pepin and past Bailiff John Robb were the driving 

force for our Order to leave the OSJ London administration and return to Malta.  

Bailiff Roger has given the Order exemplary service and I was privileged to award him a 

Gold Medal of Merit as well.  

Both gold medals of Merit, are recommended by the Grand Prior and are awarded at the 

discretion of the (Lt) Grand Master and the approval of the Petit Conseil. 

 Bailiff Brian was invested into the Order in June 2004 and served as Secretary of the Pri-

ory of South Australia for 5 years.   

She has diligently ensured the 

maintenance of the Order’s his-

torical records in a manner con-

ductive to study and access by 

present and future members of 

the Order.  

Dame Mary is pictured at right 

with Deputy Grand Prior Cheva-

lier Richard Trigg CJSJ and the 

Grand Prior, Chevalier David 

Wilckens CJSJ, receiving her Gold 

Medal of Merit. 
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 Bailiff Royce Pepin appointed 

Chevalier Brian as Vice Chancellor      

and then Chancellor of the Grand 

Priory of which position, he still 

holds.  

It was my pleasure (see below) to 

award him the Cross of Merit with 

Crown which was recommended by 

the Grand Prior and is the sole dis-

cretionary, personal award by the 

Lieutenant Grand Master who he 

considers having served the Order, 

exceptionally well and over a long 

period and considered to be above 

what could be expected. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those three Members of  

the Order. 

With the retirement of Dame Mary and after  

consulting with the three Priors, I appointed  

Chevalier Baden Teague as the new Archivist  

for the Grand Priory. Chevalier Baden is the  

present Archivist for the South Australian Priory who was instrumental in producing the his-

tory of the Order in South Australia between 1985 to 2019. His attendance at Council Meet-

ings will be by invitation only on an annual basis when updating the historical records for 

the previous calendar year. 

As Christian Hospitallers, adhering to our Motto and Vision, Grand Priory Hospitaller, 

Dame Jan Synot previously brought the attention of the Council Members the plight of our 

nearest neighbour, Papua New Guinea, struggling with third world medical facilities and 

Covid 19 spreading uncontrolled in the Highlands. A comprehensive due diligence has 

now been completed on a A$10,000 donation for the Papua New Guinea Cancer Relief So-

ciety in Lae, which will reimburse on actual cost of food to patients over the next 6 

months. 

The funds will relieve the organization from fundraising, which is constant and during 

COVID has been extremely difficult. We can ease their minds and give them time to contin-

ue fundraising. 

The Australian Commonwealth does not recognise the OSJ Malta post nominal and Insig-

nia. The Council agreed that we have an obligation to our Members of the Order to try and 

reverse that decision.  

A committee has been approved to seek advice from prominent Members of the Order as 

well as senior retired Military personnel outside the Order. 

Above: Bailiff Emeritus J. Brian North AO RFD OSJ, Prio of 

South Australia Chevalier Tony Woods CJSJ. Grand Prior 

Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ, and at front seated: Bailiff 

Emeritus The Hon. Eric Roger Goldsworthy AO, JP, OSJ, 

CMSJ, BSc, DipT 

3 



 

  

 As stated in previous reports I appreciate being able to attend the different Priory Admin-

istration Councils as it gives me a first-hand knowledge and understanding of the important 

business of the Priories. 

It is now common practice the Grand Prior meets all Aspirants before their Investiture,          

either in person or by Zoom which is a great benefit for all concerned. 

The next Grand Priory Council will be held in Hobart on June 17
th

, the day prior to the Tas-

manian Investiture. Our Prelate, Chevalier the Reverend Canon David O’Neill will conduct an 

Ecclesiastical Council with Chaplains of the Order and other invited clergy, and will report 

its findings to the Grand Priory Council of  matters concerning religious, liturgical, or eccle-

siastical matters effecting the Order.  

I wish to again thank Prior Dame Barbara Abley for being the Editor of the seventh publica-

tion of ‘The Bulletin’.  

Once again in closing, I would like to thank the three Priors and the Deputy Grand Prior in 

establishing constant and valuable communication links with the Grand Prior. 

Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ   Grand Prior 

A Service of Investiture and Thanksgiving was held at St Peters Eastern Hill,                  
Melbourne on 26 February 2022 with eight new Knights and Dames invested into the 
Order of Saint John. One former London member affirmed his allegiance to the Malta 

Obedience Order, and was very warmly received by his peers.  The Service was                  
followed by a well attended Celebratory Luncheon, held at the Sofitel Melbourne on 
Collins Street where a number of members were recognised and acknowledged for 
service to the order. Included in this were the recipients of 2021 Promotions, plus 

Dame Mary Lewis who was awarded a Gold Medal of Merit.  Priory Chaplain Chevalier 
Rev Dr Kevin Yelverton was invited to spend a few moments addressing the gathering, 

sharing some thoughts regarding the Ukraine Humanitarian crisis.  
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Baden’s childhood was in Glenelg, a beachside suburb of Ade-

laide, where his father was a builder of family houses. Eight 

years education at St Peter’s College led to Baden being Dux of 

the school in 1962, also increasingly fit for athletics, football 

and tennis. Studies at the University of Adelaide followed with a 

double degree in Science and Honours Arts (physics, maths, 

chemistry, zoology, genetics, psychology on the one hand with  

history and historiography on the other). Baden in all these years was a leader in the 

Christian Fellowship at the University, also the President of the International Politics Club. 

Undergraduate years included student and backpacking visits all over Australia, Papua and 

New Guinea and most of the countries and cultures of Asia. Baden led the Australian Uni-

versities Student Group to India in 1966-67 and, one year later, led the Australian Univer-

sities Student Group to China. India was then the developing world’s leading democracy. 

In strong contrast China was then in the midst of the madness of the Cultural Revolution 

from which it only emerged a decade later with the “opening up” led by Deng Hsiao Ping. 

Indonesia was another big new experience during these years that included Thailand and 

Vietnam, numerous others, as well as Japan. 

Postgraduate studies began in 1968 at Cambridge where Baden’s doctorate was in History 

and Philosophy of Science (which was actually an excuse for learning how to read and 

write, that is to understand, to analyse and then to communicate the findings). The focus 

was on explanation: when and how is something explained? It was about epistemology, 

what makes different kinds of knowledge valid and where do ideas come from? But in a 

quite different way, these years were a chance to understand civil society in the UK, com-

parisons with the countries of Europe, with the USSR, and by good fortune the USA as well. 

Baden was the invited key note speaker for ten Christian conferences in 1969 all over 

America arranged by the USA National Council of Churches: the topic was “Understanding 

China”. 

Returning to Australia in December 1971, the first step was becoming engaged to Kathy, 

then a teacher of History and English Literature in Western Australia. Very happily they 

were married the next May (very soon, that’s 50 years ago!) and settled down in their own 

small home in Adelaide. The second step was finding a job, but not just any kind of job, 

but rather some challenging work that would give increased skill towards Australian poli-

tics. Well, the outcome in 1972 was a set of three jobs, all at the University of Adelaide.  

The main one was responsibility to establish Student Services (individual advice counsel-

ling, housing, employment, a $2m student loan scheme, ombudsman, setting up the Child 

Care Centre, post-grads, overseas students, etc); secondly, President of the Theatre Guild 

with two theatres, staff and four productions each year; and thirdly, Lecturer in History 

and Philosophy of Science to Arts undergrads and to honours-year physics students. Fabu-

lous years followed and then, in 1977, Baden was elected to represent South Australia in 

the Australian Senate. 

Baden was first elected to the State Executive of the Liberal Party, 1973-76, when the Lib-

erals were out of office both in the State and in Canberra. What was needed was a com-

plete rejuvenation, to regrasp foundation objectives, enliven justice and compassion, add 

real energy. With Malcolm Fraser federally and with David Tonkin as State leader the Liber-

als began winning again.  

INTRODUCING THE GRAND PRIORY’S  NEW ARCHIVIST                                                                      

CHEVALIER DR BADEN TEAGUE KGSJ,                                                

BA (Hons), BSc, PhD 
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Baden was preselected in 76 for the Senate, elected in 77 and began in Canberra in 78. By 

this time Kathy and Baden had two sons, Joshua and Matthew, and their third, Nathan, was 

born in 1980.  

It was for seven Australian Parliaments that Baden served for the next eighteen years. Edu-

cation policy; Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade; Aboriginal Affairs; Immigration and Mul-

ticultural Australia; and, at the end, Constitutional reform were principal priorities. A book 

could be written about these exciting and positive years but there is little space here to ex-

pand. The Teague family shuttled between the Adelaide home in College Park and a mod-

ern garden apartment in Yarralumla. Baden surprised everybody by retiring in 1996 to be 

ready for a whole world of other valuable areas in our lives. 

Josh, Matt and Nath were at university respectively into Law, Medicine and Fine Arts. Kathy 

was by this stage Deputy Principal of a private Girls College and about to teach Education 

at the University, go on to write curriculum for Year Twelve studies and serve as Examiner. 

Baden’s parents were still flourishing in their last years: both died in 2005. The Teague 

Farm, Tretetha, was established from 1996 by Baden with cattle, sheep, olives, grapes and 

a winery, a river, lots of trees and a hundred different kinds of birds; and this is where at 

Inman Valley Baden and Kathy live and write now. Baden renewed his Archbishop’s appoint-

ment as an Anglican lay preacher, as a long-time Member of the local and national Synods, 

and as Warden of St Peter’s Cathedral in Adelaide. At last, there was time to really support 

the Crows Aussie Rules Football Club, to assist a number of charities, to serve a decade on 

the University Council, and to lead the Ambassador group for Nature Foundation in its en-

vironment protection work. 

As a Governor of St Peter’s College for seventeen years, one task for Baden was to Chair 

and shape the 10-year project, the writing of the school’s History since 1847. A splendid 

book (a huge book!) was the outcome in 2010. Another History project that was wonderful-

ly enjoyable was Baden’s writing a biography of his own parents, including all eight ances-

tral family histories here in Australia (see “Baymeryl”, 560 pages, 2016, Wakefield Press). 

Currently Baden is halfway towards writing a commissioned History of the Liberal Party in 

South Australia, 1910-2022. It has been one of Baden’s top pleasures in life to have be-

come a writer in his own study at the farm, but an even greater pleasure all these years has 

been welcoming there an abundance of visitors. 

It was in 2012, just ten years ago, that happily Baden was among the five who were that 

year invested here in South Australia into the Order of Saint John. We are inspired by Jesus 

our Lord, by John the Baptist, and by Brother Gerard of Amalfi and Jerusalem. As a Priory 

we meet each month and follow our meetings with a generous lunch and lots of conversa-

tion. Our fellowship as knights and dames together does a power of good, even beyond 

our own circle to the Hospice for the sick and dying here in Adelaide at Calvary Hospital. 

Grace, joy, peace, love, hope and faith remain our encouragements to each other and all 

the world: these are better described as “the gifts of God” because our own efforts don’t 

amount to anything in comparison with simply and thankfully receiving the grace of God. 

As SA Priory Archivist Baden was asked to write a History of the South Australian Order of 

St John Knights Hospitaller of Jerusalem.  It covers the first thirty-five years, 1985-2020. 

Included are both the Commandery seven years and then the Priory from 1992.  

Lists of all SA knights and dames describe our Members in various ways. There are lots of 

photographs. Over the five chapters the developments in Adelaide are outlined in relation 

to the rest of Australia, to Malta and to the other international parts of the Order. It be-

comes clear that the third year, 1987, became a crisis not only in SA but also in Australia 

and for the Order everywhere.  

Another important year to understand is 2010, just twelve years ago, when OSJ was re-

turned to Malta with so many valuable outcomes in all the years since.  
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He was appointed as a Member of the Order of Australia 

(AM) in 2004 ‘for services to law and to the community, particularly through the provision 

of advice to charities and not-for-profit organisations and the development of public ad-

ministration reform to encourage philanthropy’. 

He handled a wide variety of legal work, but in the last 25 years or so has particularly spe-

cialised in complex charity law. He strongly believes that lawyers should apply their skills 

to the best of their ability to assist the community: 

“Like no other professionals, lawyers are charged with the responsibility for 

systematic improvement of not only their own profession, but of the law 

and society itself” (Marrero Report, New York 1990)” 

 

He was a member of the Board of Taxation from 2007 until 2017 (Deputy Chairman 2015-

2017). The Board is a non-statutory advisory body charged with contributing a business 

and broader community perspective to improving the design of Commonwealth taxation 

laws and their operation. John chaired a number of detailed reviews of tax laws and is 

proud of the resulting recommendations to government for tax reform.  

Apart from his Board of Taxation role, John has for decades sought to constructively con-

tribute to  government policy at both a State and Common-

wealth level in relation to charity and charity tax issues.  

For example, as part of the pro bono work of the firm, in 1999 

John successfully argued for the making of laws to permit 

charities to receive cash refunds from the government of 

franking credits attached to dividends received by them.  

Throughout his career, John greatly enjoyed his relationships 

with clients, staff members and officers of the Commonwealth 

Treasury and the Australian Taxation Office. 

Editor’s note: John is an invaluable and very important mem-

ber of the Grand Priory team currently working to establish the 

Order of Saint John in New Zealand.   

He is pictured at right with the Grand Prior, Chevalier David 

Wilckens CJSJ following receipt of his Diploma of Promotion to 

the rank of KGSJ. 

INTRODUCING THE RECENTLY APPOINTED                        

GRAND PRIORY COUNCILLOR 

CHEVALIER JOHN EMERSON AM KGSJ 

John lives in Melbourne with his wife Geraldine and 

three sight hounds. They have three children and 5 

gorgeous young grandchildren. 

He is pictured at left with Grand son Lucas. 

John had a career of 49 years as a solicitor with what 

is now a global law firm, Herbert Smith Freehills. He 

joined the firm in 1971, retired as a partner in 2012 

and fully retired in 2020. 

He has been a board or committee member of a 

number of charities over that period. He has been a 

member of the Grand Priory Council since 2021. 
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