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Dear Brethren of Saint John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller – OSJ (Malta),

Proof of a Dynamic and Vibrant Order 

If ever proof was needed of the impressive progress and 
development being registered by our Order, the last two 
years of the Covid 19 epidemic have provided ample 
evidence. At all times while staying in conformity with 
the restrictions imposed by health authorities of the 
country, Grand Priories and Priories held on to remain 
faithful to the Motto of the Order ‘Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate
Hominum’. This said period of time seems to have 
offered to the members of Grand Priories/Priories of the 
Order an ideal opportunity to get a better “feel” of, and 
a closer look at, the life and mission of the members of 
our Order - as hospitallers - during this two year period of 
restrictions to combat this epidemic.  The topics 
discussed and decisions taken were many – each of 
which presenting a challenge, an opportunity for all OSJ 
members world-wide to intensify their work and 
endeavours, so as not to fail in their philanthropic 
commitment to be of service to those less fortunate –

the poor, the sick, the destitute, all human persons who 
thirst for our love, support, empathy and understanding. 

A LENT MESSAGE from 
H.E. THE LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER

Furthermore, worthy of note is the fact that during the 
course of these past two years, membership has risen re-
markably because of the continued holding of investitures 
by many a Priory. My heartfelt warm thank you and con-
gratulations to all these Priories. For my part, while at all 
times learning from the past, it is time to look ahead to see 
what is to be attained, to see what was promised, to see 
what has been achieved.  The important factor for a heal-
thy continuance of OSJ(Malta) is information of decisions 
taken by the present continually active Petit Conseil.  
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cutive time, the Petit Conseil has set a date for the con-
vening of a formal - and not virtual - Sovereign Council 
meeting in Malta which is fast approaching. Apart from 
the beneficial opportunity to meet old and new friends 
the Council will also deal with new nominations and 
elections for the leadership of the Order for the (normal-
ly) next coming two years. A formal Sovereign Council 
meeting is of utmost importance, and members will all 
receive through their Priors and/or their unit leaders noti-
ce and invite to be an active part of such an opportu-
nity.

4

Apart from the election of the four Conventual Bailiffs who 
constitute the Petit Conseil of the Order, and the election 
of the members of the Supreme Court, the Sovereign Coun-
cil will also need to touch upon other various important 
matters to include the presentation of Reports by H.E. Lieu-
tenant Grand Master, by the Chairperson of the Supreme 
Court, by the Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council; the 
officers of the Petit Conseil; the activity reports of the Grand 
Priories and Priories; the Administration of the Order; Audi-
ted Accounts; membership and oblations; and the Interna-
tional Charity Project.

Concurrently with the Meeting of the Sovereign Council, 
the Ecclesiastical Council, made up of Prelates of the vari-
ous religious denominations of OSJ(Malta), will also conve-
ne under the chairmanship of Prelate Niels Refskou, KJSJ.   
Both meetings will reach their climax on Sunday morning, 
by an Ecumenical Service, which it is hoped to take place 
in a church of one of the various religious denominations in 
Malta.   

I close by presenting all with a thought : “the vision we 
share, may become a reality”.

Yours in Christ & in Saint John,

(…) I take pleasure in 

noting that this has 
been fulfilled in many 
respects. Very impor-
tant has been the 
editing of this Interna-
tional Herald which 
has been and is still 
being sent, with fine 
contents, regularly 
four times a year to 
all members. The 
International Order 
does owe thanks and 
respect to our com-
petent editor. 

For the third conse-

Paul M. BORG, OSJ,
Lt.-Grand Master
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Meditations over one of the 
texts to PENTECOST.

John. 6,44-51: “No one can come to me unless drawn by 
the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall 
all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and lear-
ned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has 
seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 
seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes 
has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate 
the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may 
eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the 
world is my flesh.“

In Joh. 6:44 we read "No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me“. We must constantly 
insist that faith is under no circumstances our own merit. 
Faith is not created by the fact that we have a variety of 
choices, that we sit down and consider and then decide 
who appeals to us the most. Faith is created in our hearts 
by being struck by the word of God's love in the remis-

sion of sins in the faith of the risen Jesus Christ, that as a 
revelation it is clear to us that this is the innermost

meaning of life itself, that our own life only makes sense in 
this context. Therefore, faith can never be understood as 
human performance in the sense that it is something that 
we work with the mind to arrive at, that it is the result of 

an intellectual process, but it is the gift of God, created 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we can also say 
that our salvation in the true sense is dependent on God. 
We are not saved by our own observance of the law, we 
cannot make claim of any righteousness, but we are 
saved only by the grace of God, as Paul puts it in 
Galatians 2:21:” I do not nullify the grace of God; for if 
justification comes through the law, then Christ died for 
nothing “

With this understanding of faith, we have no (…)
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(…) to put any notions of a predestination into the text, 
that is, it is God who has unanimously decided in ad-
vance who is to be saved and who is not. 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this 
was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’. 
Therefore I tell you; the kingdom of God will be taken

is the paradox, the incomprehensible, in our Christian 
faith that we know that we must die, that we must see 
our beloved ones die, and yet we claim that (…)

away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom."  
(Matthew 21: 42-43) - and later by Peter 
as a sign that Israel in its rejection of 
Jesus has erred, and therefore salvation 

from now on is extended to all who be-
lieve “This Jesus is 'the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders; it has be-
come the cornerstone.'” (Acts 4,11).

"Your ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, 
so that one may eat of it and not die. I 
am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever" One of the scrip-
tures in the Gospel of John that we can-
not get around when it comes to eter-
nal life is John. 5:24:” Very truly, I tell you, 
anyone who hears my word and belie-
ves him who sent me has eternal life, 
and does not come under judgment, 

but has passed from death to life.“It

Pre-determination in that sense - it is also 
called the double pre-determination –
has no biblical evidence, and if we want 
to talk about pre-determination, we must 
also say in the same breath that we sinful 
people are so far from being perfect that 
it is not given to us to see God's plan for 
the salvation of men in its entirety. For us 
it only holds true what is written in Joh. 3: 
16-18:” For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.” God loves the 
world, that is, mankind as a whole and 
not just to an ethnic or national affili-
ation. God's love and salvation apply to 
anyone who believes.

In this context, it should also be empha-
sized that when the unity between the 
Father and the Son is emphasized so 
strongly can only be understood so that it 
is the God of Israel who has sent Jesus, 
that his mission and the mission of the
God of Israel are in one and all the same. Therefore, we 
also see the words of Ps. 118 used both by Jesus himself -
"Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that
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(…) death has lost its power over us, that Christ has de-
feated death. The problem is that we misunderstand 
the use of the concept of eternal life. We preferred it 

as a life without time limitation, i.e., in quantitative sen-
se, but it is completely wrong in this context, for eternal 
life has, in all cases here with John, a qualitative signifi-
cance, which means that in 
faith we have a part in eternal 
life here and now. One of the 
designations we give to God is 

that he is eternal, and eternal 
life therefore means a life with 
God, a life of God, a life of 
God's love - yes, we can also 
say that eternal life is the true 
life, the life that God wishes. 
This life is a spiritual entity and 
is therefore not in any way 
dependent on physical death. 
Jesus himself defines eternal 
life thus in John 17: 3: " And this
is eternal life, that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. " We can also say that 
eternal life is not measured in months or years, but 
that it is a life that in the true sense has neither past 
nor future, but is lived in God's eternal "today", 
because it is always lived here and now in 

confrontation with the neighbour in whom God 
demands our love. (…)

With the statement "I am the living bread" Jesus will say that 
his words and deeds, his death and resurrection, of which 
faith is created and nurtured, are far more significant than 
a new meal miracle that the Jews in the part of the discus-
sion that goes prior to the text, trying to get him to do, refer-
ring to the fact that their fathers had been given manna in

the desert. The Israelites had 
probably sustained life with the 
manna that God gave them in 
the wilderness, but nonetheless 
they died. They died because, 
without regard for God's good 
deeds against them, they con-
tinued to offend the covenant. 
Instead of the manna, God 
had now given them Jesus, in 
whose death and resurrection 
he would create a new cove-
nant, the covenant in the re-
mission of sins in the faith of 
Jesus Christ, and therefore it is 
said that his flesh is given to life

for the world, and therefore can he say, "I am the living 
bread!" To believe is to live by his word, his deed, his resurrect-
tion - it is a spiritual meal.

Niels Refskou
Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ,

Chairman of the 
Ecclesiastical Council.



CITATION on the FIG TREE

Then He spoke to them a parable: 

Look at the fig tree, and all the 

trees. When they are already 

budding, you see and know for 

yourselves that summer is now 

near. So you also, when you see 

these things happening, know 

that the kingdom of God is near. 

Assuredly, I say to you, this 

generation will by no means pass 

away till all things take place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but My words will by no means 

pass away.

Luke 21:29-36

458



TO BOW TO THE WORLD OR TO KNEEL BEFORE GOD

9

It is sometimes said that the Church needs to be more tolerant and open to the new trends 
that are emerging in the world. Reference is often made to the aggiornamento that marked 
the Second Vatican Council, which called for an open mind to face and embrace the signs 
of the times. Whenever the faithful oppose certain trends in society, they are very quick to 
hear the reproach that they are returning to the time before the Council, which, especially 
from the pontificate of Pope Pius X onwards, was characterized by a rejection of everything 
that was portrayed as modernity, first and foremost in terms of theology.

During the Council, the word ‘dialogue’ was indeed heard: dialogue with the world, dialo-
gue with the other Christian churches, dialogue with other religions. But what does dialogue 
mean? Does it mean that one has to weaken, downplay, or even abandon one’s own 
position a priori in order to reach a compromise? How far can one go in a dialogue on sub-
jects that are radically opposed to the principles of the Gospel? For example, it is said that it 
is best to take a less radical stance on issues concerning the morality of sexuality, on gender 
issues, and even on the beginning and the end of life. To continue to take radical positions

in all these areas would preclude any form of dialogue a priori and would push people of faith to the side, depriving them 
of any voice that they might have in order to let the light of the Gospel shine on these issues. Watching from the sidelines 
and keeping quiet is indeed not the best solution. Jesus did not watch from the sidelines either and did not withdraw 
forever into solitude to be alone with his Father. We cannot deny that withdrawing into a safe existence where people 
share the same ideas with like-minded people can sometimes be very tempting. But then, are we not shirking our mission to 
let the light of the Gospel shine in the world and to be salt that adds a distinctive flavour to it? We hear Jesus proclaim it 
clearly: “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for 
anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be 
hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in
the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your (…)

PRO FIDE: 
To bow to the world or to kneel before God (B) 
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(…) heavenly Father” (Mt 5:13-16).

But what if the world rejects the light we want to shine and 
refuses the salt we want to offer? The light that shines in 
the world and the salt that flavours it seems to be of a dif-
ferent kind than what we want to offer through our Chris-
tian faith. It is like having a small lantern in a world that is 
brightly lit and a small salt shaker for food that is already 
heavily seasoned. They have no need of our light and salt 
in the world. We are expendable. And yet we must conti-
nue to offer what we have and not simply extinguish our 
lantern or put away our salt shaker. We have learned that 
in a highly secularized world we are no longer there for the 
masses, but that does not mean that we should let oursel-
ves be swallowed up by them. No, we must not bow down 
to the world, but continue to kneel before God and, from 
this kneeling position, continue to speak to the world, yes, 
sometimes – often in fact – as a prophet crying out in the 
desert.

Is that not what Jesus did? There were times when he 
could move masses of people. It is as if we see in it the 
image of the Church that could inspire entire groups of 
people. The time of a triumphant Church, in which 
Catholic action had great successes and flourished. But in 
the end, Jesus too was abandoned and jeered at by the

masses. “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday turned into “Crucify him” on Good Friday.

But Jesus stayed true to his calling and mission, even when all turned against him. He continued to shine his light as he knelt 
before God and went from Gethsemane to Calvary to shine his ultimate light on the cross, a light that would (…)

PRO FIDE: 
To bow to the world or to kneel before God (B) 
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(…) take away the true darkness of the world. We have a lot – indeed, everything – to learn from Jesus !

Jesus did not shy away from dialogue and even preferred to relate to sinners and those who were marginalized in society. 
He brought them the true light and the flavouring salt so that they might open their lives to the coming of the kingdom of 
heaven. He did not tell them that they should simply carry on living in sin, but he called them to repentance and to open 
themselves to the true Light.

If we hardly succeed in offering this light to people 
today, it might be because we ourselves do not 
shine this light, because we ourselves do not live 
authentically enough as Christians. Only an au-
thentic life attracts and grants legitimacy to appeal 
to others, to correct them, and call them to repen-
tance. As Christians, today, we are carrying the stain 
that has marked the Church as a result of the scan-
dals that came to light, precisely in those areas 
where the Church often made very moralizing state-
ments. These scandals have shocked many and 
have shaken their confidence in the Church as an 
institution. But perhaps this shock was necessary and 
even beneficial in order to break down some of the 
clericalism and triumphalism that prevailed in the 
Church, and to bring the Church back to what it 
really is: a Church of sinners who want to be tou-
ched by the example in the message of Jesus and, 

with God’s grace, try to repent on the road to holiness. When one adopts this mentality, as a Christian, one no longer ap-
proaches others with the idea that one is better than the other, but rather that one travels together in solidarity. In solidarity, 
together, we turn our eyes to the ideal of the Gospel message and take Jesus as our common model. 
(…)

PRO FIDE: 
To bow to the world or to kneel before God (B) 
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(…) No, we are not a church of the so-called ‘pure’, as the Cathars once considered themselves, but a church of sinners 
kneeling before God in humility, praying for his mercy, and going out into the world with this prayerful attitude.

It may take some time before some can sufficiently distance themselves from a clerical, triumphal, and moralizing Church. 
This goes for those who belong to the Church and call themselves people of the Church, as well as for those to whom we 
want to offer the Christian message. It is a healthy change of mentality, which takes time and which we have to get

PRO FIDE: 
To bow to the world or to kneel before God (B) 

through. Again, the old adage is true, we must not throw 
the baby out with the bathwater. We must not make the 

same mistakes that some have made in the past when, 
after the Council, in a true spirit of renewal, many valu-
able and even essential things were cast aside and re-
nounced. When speaking of Jesus, one only saw the man 
Jesus and forgot who he really was: the Son of God. 
There was a so-called demythologizing of the person of 
Jesus, in which many Bible stories were written off as pious 
tales and in which ultimately a mere shell remained of 
who Jesus Christ really was and is.

The liturgy also shared in this undeification and was in 
many places reduced to a convivial gathering around a 
table with bread and wine. I once witnessed that the 
priest who presided over Mass, guitar in hand, forgot to 
perform the consecration in his enthusiasm and hardly 
anyone noticed that something essential was missing

from the Eucharist. Or, during a Maundy Thursday celebration, they consecrated bread rolls, distributed them lavishly, con-

sumed them, and gave the rest to the animals the next day. Talk about profanation. All this happens when one no longer 
knows how to distinguish between what is essential and what is secondary.

Returning to today, to renounce all forms of clericalism, triumphalism, and moralization does not mean that (…)
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(…) we should renounce or downplay the very essence of our faith and our consistently living it, and should therefore shroud 
ourselves in total silence. Rather, we must try to live our faith authentically and align our whole way of life with the message of 
the Gospel and with                         the example of Jesus Christ. He should be the anchor point for our lives as well as the

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General, Brothers of Charity.

PRO FIDE: 
To bow to the world or to kneel before God (B) 

anchor point to which we refer. We take to heart that as Christians we have been 
given the task by the Lord to make his Gospel message known to the world. “Go, 

therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the   
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20). No, we must not simply ignore this task. In 
a time and in places where this task is especially difficult, the Lord’s encouraging    
words ring out: “And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Mt  
29:20). We are not alone in this; it is with the Lord himself that we go on our jour-

ney, and it is the Spirit who will guide us in what we should say. “For the holy 
Spirit will teach you at that moment what you should say” (Lk 12:12).



QUOTE on TYRANNY

A democracy which makes 

or even effectively 

prepares for modern, 

scientific war must 

necessarily cease to be 

democratic. No country 

can be really well 

prepared for modern war 

unless it is governed by a 

tyrant, at the head of a 

highly trained and perfectly 

obedient bureaucracy.

Aldous HUXLEY

(1894 - 1963)
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visited the OSJ International Headquarters (OSJ HQ) in 
Valletta and were received by H.E. Lieutenant Grand 
Master Paul Borg, H.E. Grand Commander Joseph Grech, 
Malta Prior Mary-Josephine Zammit and Commander of 
Justice Saviour Garcia and got a very interesting and in-
formative guided tour of the beautiful OSJ HQ building 
about its history and daily business. We would like to ex-
press our deepest appreciation and gratitude for the 
warm welcome and hospitality, which we enjoyed great-
ly. The day was concluded with a nice local lunch at the 
NENU, the Artisan Baker before the team split for individual 
activities. 

Time was flying and we had already reached Wednesday 
where the trip of the day was a visit to the island of Gozo
which is just 67km2. In order to enjoy the seaside and to 
save time, the Gozo Fast Ferry is a good alternative to the 
bus and luckily the weather and the sea were on good 
behavior, and nobody got seasick. The focus on Gozo
was the beautiful citadel in Victoria and even though 
some had been there a few times before, there is always 
new things to discover. The Cathedral of the Assumption 
has been the seat of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Gozo since the formation of the diocese in 1864, however, 
the earliest reference of a parish church within the Citadel 
is said to be dated back to 1299, and it was enlarged over 
the course of the 15th and 16th centuries. After an 
exciting day in Gozo, we returned was back to OSJ Malta 
where Prior Zammit had invited us to a presentation by 
Antoine Bonelli on the siege of Rhodes and (…)
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Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

Monday the 18. April, a sunny and beautiful morning, 12 
people from Commandery Dagmar (incl 2 guests) hea-

ded out from the town of Billund which is also the home-
town of LEGO, with direction to Malta. After all the corona 
restrictions, everybody was a bit excited. For some it was 
the first visit to the most the southern and historically rich 
country in Europe and for others, it was a welcomed re-
turn after a long period. After a nearly 3 hours flight and a 
30 minute drive from Malta International Airport, we che-
cked into The Victoria Hotel in Sliema where the rest of the 
day was used for familiarization of the area. 

After a good night’s sleep and a good breakfast, we

Dagmar Commandery (DK):
VISIT to MALTA

Dagmar Commandery: visit to Malta, 
April 2022

OSJ 

Headquarters



16

Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

(…) the politics behind it.  An exceptional and interesting 
day.

Public transportation is a very effective means of travel 
(except during rush hour 😊). After experiencing the 

countryside from a bus window, we had a “date” with 
Malta Prior Zammit for a guided tour in Mdina, the “Si-
lent City” that used to be the former capital of Malta 
and remains the center of Maltese Nobility. The narrow 
streets and beautiful buildings mixed with Prior Mary 
Josephine Zammit knowledge and histories, you could 

feel the atmosphere from the various centuries and 
forgot that we were in 2022. It was first, when we en-
tered the bus again that we realized that we still were 
in the 21st century. Thank you for a wonderfully guided 
tour and we continue to have Mdina on our minds.(…)

Dagmar Commandery (DK):
VISIT to MALTA

Guided tour of 

Mdina

Suddenly the Nordic Prior, Frank Jakobsen joined us de-
spite his busy schedule and we enjoyed his company for 
several days. Some must have noticed that Valletta has 
barely been mentioned but one thing that needs (…)

Cathedral of the Assumption

in Gozo
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Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

Dagmar Commandery (DK):
VISIT to MALTA
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Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

(…) to be mentioned, is the big firework that took place in 
the middle of the week for nearly 2 hours. Just imagine ha-
ving the view over the harbor from the lower Barrakka

including several marching bands took place in the streets 
of Valletta celebrating the President George Vella in front 
of the Grand Master Palace. Initially, it seemed that all the 
scout groups from entire Malta were present, and it was 
impressive to see the pride and commitment shown when

saluting the 
president.

his is the end 
of our little 
travel repor-
tage from 
Commande-
ry Dagmar, 
nevertheless, 
it has been a 
great 
experience

Celebration of President Vella in Valletta

Dagmar Commandery (DK):
VISIT to MALTA

Gardens towards 
Fort St. Angelo 
and experience 
the various colors 
illuminating the 
sky over Valletta. 
It was beautiful 
and fortunately 
the weather sho-
wed mercy ex-
cept a cold 
breeze. 

Most other acti-
vities took place 
on an individual 
basis, however, 
the day before 
returning home 
(Sunday 24th of 
April) a huge 
scout parade

for all of us. We are deeply humbled to have the oppor-
tunity to be a part of a rich history dating so far back and 

we are honored to have the responsibility to continue the 
mission.

Thank you to all and we will be back in October !

FIreworks in Valletta

Aage TERP, KSJ,
Master in 

insignia/Vice
Chancellor

Dagmar Cdry.



QUOTE on EMOTIONS

If we don’t believe 

in freedom of 

expression for 

people we 

despise, 

we don’t believe in 

it at all;

Noam 

CHOMSKY
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St. Francis Commandery held an informal luncheon on 
Saturday, May 14th at Via Piccola Trattoria in Tiburon, 
California which was the second in person meeting since 
the onset of Covid-19. Chevalier Christopher Barnes chai-
red the event as Cdr. Tom Gilheany and his wife Dame 
Jennifer Seidler were recovering from a variation of the 
flu. Mrs. Cathering Barnes gave her support to Chevalier 
Barnes and was chosen by Chevalier Marc Corsi to be the 
official photographer for the forthcoming Investiture to be 
held on June 4, 2022 at the Presidio Chapel. Chevalier 
Corsi is chairing the Gala to be held in the evening after 
the Investiture and has a first class program and band 
arranged for the evening. During the luncheon plans 
were also discussed for the Polo Match which will take 
place in August in Santa Rosa for the first time in two years 
and it is the primary fund raiser for the Commandery.
Special guests at the luncheon were Commander Terry 
Moran, USN-ret and his wife Jennifer. Mr. Moran is to be 
invested as a Knight of Honor on June 4 and is the guiding 
force in restoring the sailing vessel “Clover” which is a
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CHARITY: VETERANS ACTIONS,
St. Francis Cdry, Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

REPORT: PRIORY of the PACIFIC, Veterans
Actions, support of 3 projects,

Spring 2022

Veterans project supported by the Commandery. Restoration of “Clover” is almost complete and she will soon be sailing 
on the Bay with veterans aboard.

Another charity supported by the Commandery is Project Healing Waters which is getting back in action after Covid- 19 
delays. Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF) operates out of the Anglers Lodge in San Francisco and (…)

Project Healing Waters
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(…) utilizes two large casting pools to train veterans in the art of fly fishing. 
Meetings are held to teach fly tying, casting procedures, and to develop friend-
ships among the veterans and volunteers. Fly fishing field trips are taken to nearby 
rivers to practice and enjoy the sport. St. Francis Commandery has been an early 
supporter of PHWFF and continues to support the group which has been so helpful 
to veterans.
Ranger Road is another nonprofit charity supported by St. Francis Commandery 
and has been active throughout the year. Ranger Road provides veterans with the 
necessary tools to be successful during the crucial transition from military to civilian 
life. Their varied programs bring veterans with and without disabilities together with 
civilians to be part of a community and support system that thrives on community 
involvement and physical and emotional wellness. The programs developed have 
been proven to help veterans handle stress. St. Francis Commandery has funded a 
sailing program that enables veterans the opportunity to sail on San Francisco bay 
in a classic International One Design (IOD) sailboat. More then 20 veterans have 
participated in the program and more will participate in the summer mounts.

St. Francis Commandery is looking forward to the Investiture and Gala and is plan-
ning for a successful Polo Fund raiser in August. 

Biz Obley, KJSJ.
Prior,

Pacific Priory (USA)
Healing Waters

Healing Waters

Ranger Road



WE WANT 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ units. The more in these 
times, we DO want to know how you are doing over there on 
our motto Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send in your contributions soon for the next 03/2022 edition
in Word format and in separate Jpeg pictures soon to
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of August to come, at 
the latest. 

MANY THANKS !

CALL for CONTENT

THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD
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Do not plot 

harm against 

your 

neighbor, 

who lives 

trustfully near 

you.

Proverbs 3:29



The Prior of Malta, Dame Mary-Josephine Zammit, visited us in 
Norway. 

Br. Svein-Roar Hansen, and Prior Frank Jakobsen had the great 
pleasure of having a visit from Prior Mary-Josephine from Malta.

It was an occasion to visit the Munch Museum, the Vigelands
sculpture park, the Oslo City Hall, and the Oslo city centre. 

Brother Svein-Roar Hansen provided a meal on Wednesday at 
Norway's best fishing restaurant "Lofoten”.

We received this email from our Dame Mary-Josephine. So, we think 
she was pleased to be shown a brother hand's attention in Norway:
First of all I would like to thank you and Svein for the warm welcome 
that you gave me and the interesting places we visited together 
such as the Munch Museum and  the Town Hall during my short stay 
in Oslo between 25th -29th May where I was attending a meeting of 
the  Commission de l'Europe de l'Ouest (CEO) which forms part of the 
Federation Internationale des Professeurs de Francais (FIPF) of which 
the APFM (Association des Professeurs de Francais) is a member and 
of which I am the President. 

Frank JAKOBSEN,
Prior,

Nordic Priory

PHOTOREPORT on:
Visit by Malta Prior to Norway (NOR)
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St. Sunniva of Norway: visit by Prior Mary Josephine 
Zammit to Norway, 25-26. May, 2022.  

Vigeland Sculpture 

Park
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PHOTOREPORT on:
Visit by Malta Prior to Norway (NOR)

Skriket (The Scream)
Sinnetagen
(Sunny Days)

Vigeland

Sculpture 

Park



Next SOVEREIGN COUNCIL: 
OCTOBER 29th, 2022. 
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The Petit Conseil, in consultation with our Lieutenant-Grand Master H.E. Paul 

M. Borg, has the honour to announce that the

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL 2022 will be held on

Saturday 29th October 2022

LOCATION: Victoria Hotel/the Palace, Sliema, Malta.

The ECUMENICAL SERVICE will be held on Sunday 30th October.



THE SECULARIZATION OF THEOLOGY (mathematical) Intellect that is supposed to be behind the 
set of mechanistic laws governing the universe. The new 
view of nature even seems to jeopardize the idea of a 
personal God as such. 
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At the beginning of the modern age, Christianity is con-
fronted with a radical challenge: the new scientific vision 
on the natural world as presented in modern astronomy 
and physics (the scienza nuova of Copernicus, Galileo, 
and Newton). Theology is forced to reconsider the tradi-
tional view on the relation between the two divine sources 
of the one Truth: the Book of Revelation (the Holy Bible) 
and the Book of Nature (as accessible through percep-
tion). In the traditional (Greek-Christian) view, Nature is 
seen as a harmoniously ordered, beautiful kosmos, created 
by God ex nihilo, and governed by an inherent striving 
towards a final, glorious apotheosis (the new heaven and 
the new earth). But the new reading of the Book of Nature, 
via the lenses of mathematical categories, reveals the 
natural world as being an endless universe without begin-
ning or end, without any center, a space-time continuum, 
governed by deterministic causal laws, in which the earth is 
but a tiny planet turning around one of the endlessly many 
stars, and in which categories such as beauty or goodness 
do not apply. The first question arising in the new situation is 

how to reconcile the two Books when they give such a 
very different picture of the world: how to reconcile the 
endless and aimless infinity of worlds with the centrality of 
human beings in God’s creation, how to reconcile 
determinism and miracles, etcetera. But there is a second 
question as well: how to reconcile the personal God of the 
Bible, Creator, Savior, and Holy Spirit, with the Infinite

REFLECTIONS on

The SECULARIZATION of THEOLOGY

The new situation 

and the new ques-
tions lead to a real 
revolution in thin-
king. Instead of 
philosophy being 
the ancilla theolo-
giae, the handmai-
den of religious 
thinking, it now be-
comes the judge of 
it. Just as the truth 
about nature has 
to be validated by 
independent theo-
retical and empiri-
cally based reason, 
so now religious 
thinking has to

Galileo GALILEI, 
1636 portrait by Justus Sustermans

appear before the tribunal of reason. This is the birth of 
modern apologetics. There is already some sort of apolo-
getics in the pre-modern era. As is well-known, St. Anselm 
developed rational proofs of God’s existence. But in his 

eyes this rational endeavor presupposes faith (…)



(…) , it is not an independent vindication of it. Anselm’s 
proofs are developed in what is actually a long prayer! The 
radical change in thinking at the beginning of the modern 
age has been called the secularization of theology (of 
religious thinking), a secularization that precedes socio-
political secularization with several centuries. The rational 
defense of religious belief will paradoxically even lead to 
attempts to rationally defeat religion (as in the atheism of 
French Enlightenment thinking).

Practically all early-modern philosophers and scientists were 
more or less devout Christians. They were interested both in 
the new science and in the new philosophical problems. 
Early-modern (European) philosophy is this attempt to solve 
the fundamentally new questions I mentioned, and to do 
this on the basis of pure reason. The answers turned out to 
be strongly divergent; roughly speaking, three positions can 
be distinguished. The most common position is a position of 
accommodation, of concordism. From Galileo onwards 
Christian thinkers try to show that, although both Books have 
a different aim, they are fundamentally compatible. As 
Galileo put it: the Book of Nature tells us how the heavens 
(and the earth) ‘go’; the H. Bible tells us how to go to hea-

ven. If both Books are read in the proper way (the first one 
in the scientific way, and the second one in the hermeneu-
tical way), then they do not contradict each other. Then 
they are seen to be separate, but complementary ways 
towards the one Truth. If the Bible (as in the book of Gene-
sis) seems to say things going against what is duly proven by 
science, a hermeneutical reinterpretation as to the (…)
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proper (scientifically acceptable) meaning of the proble-
matic passages is required and will show there is no real 
antagonism. Galileo’s position is not very different from 

that of St. Augustine (or for that matter of the Encyclical 
Fides et Ratio of Pope Johannes Paulus II; not surprising 
then that this Pope rehabilitated Galileo). Galileo always 
remained a devout catholic, who even defended the pos-
sibility and reality of miracles. Research by experts shows 
that his condemnation was not so much a condemnation 
of his ideas on the relationship between the Two Books. It 
was primarily a ‘political’ condemnation: not being a the-
ologian, he meddled and kept meddling with problems 

that were supposed to be the privileged domain of theolo-
gians. The culmination of concordist thinking is perhaps to 
be found in a philosopher like Leibniz. He coined the ex-
pression of ‘theodicy’, the rational vindication of God. It is 
the philosophical doctrine in which God’s essence is 
shown to be rationally conceivable without internal con-
tradiction, his existence to be demonstrable, and in which 
God is pleaded free in the face of the existence of evil. 
God is really brought here before the tribunal of reason.

The second way of understanding the relation between 
the two Books, or between science and religion, is to be 
found in the famous mathematician and philosopher, 
Blaise Pascal. He repudiates concordism because it 
betrays the proper and independent nature of faith (which 
is not reducible to a cognitive doctrine consisting of a set 
of religious beliefs). Therefore, Pascal is often called a 
‘fideist’: faith (fides) has nothing to do with, 

REFLECTIONS on

The SECULARIZATION of THEOLOGY



(…) or to expect from scientific reason. Science and re-
ligion both express forms of truth that are radically inde-
pendent from each other. There are two Books, but each 
Book develops a completely different, ‘incommensurable’ 
Truth; synthesis into One Truth is nonsensical. Science finds 
its origin in pure reason, religion in opening one’s heart to 
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REFLECTIONS on

The SECULARIZATION of THEOLOGY

revealed truth. Modern science discovers a world without 
meaning or purpose (“the eternal silence of these infinite 
spaces frightens me” is one of Pascal’s well-known phra-

ses); it can tell us nothing as to what is of real value in life. 
Science is the result of an extreme curiosity as to the wor-
kings of nature, and easily becomes the slave of a purely 
pragmatic endeavor for the mastery of nature and even of 
ourselves. To find real meaning and value in life, we have to 
turn to religion and its existential truth. The way to find this 
truth is not to think autonomously and critically (as Descartes 
and Kant require us to do); it is to radically abandon oursel-
ves to Christ, the Savior, in an act of surrender. It is clear that 
for this mathematical genius, what matters as to truth, is 
existential truth, is religion; the rest is vanity.

The third way of understanding the relation between the two 
Books (and between science and religion) is one to be found 
in a non-Christian philosopher, the outsider Spinoza. He was a 
second-generation immigrant Jew in Amsterdam, who 
received an excellent Jewish education in the ghetto, but 
got expelled from his Portuguese-Jewish community. He 
developed the unusual view that of the two Books, only one 
has to do with Truth; and the Truth is One. So, Truth can only 
be found through rational investigation and proof; it is the 
work of intelligent individuals following the right methods of 

thinking, guaranteeing that the results will be combinable 
within the one rational framework. This is the only way to find 
the truth about anything whatsoever, whether it is about 
God, nature, man, or even about salvation. In Spinoza’s vison 
it will turn out that the God behind nature is not the personal 
God of Jews, Christians and Muslims, but the impersonal 
God-Nature presented in his philosophy. The Bible, on the 
other hand, has nothing to do with science, or (…)



(…) with the one Truth. Yet, it is important in its own right. It 
is a form of literature, literature in the service of practice. 
This Book is about how to live together in a sort of commu-
nal way that gives security and peace and happiness to
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The SECULARIZATION of THEOLOGY

the many. It is the result 
of history and culture, of 
a long, biblical tradition 
providing communities of 
ordinary people, even 
children, with the model 
of the good way of living 
together as brothers and 
sisters. That is why it con-
tains mainly stories, stories 
of different kinds (myths, 
histories, parables, poet-
ry, etc.) exhorting people 
to a way of life that is not 
based on truth, but on 
common experience of 
what are bad and good 
ways of living. To under-
stand this Book properly, 
there is no need for

scientific thinking, you only need proper ways to understand 
such kind of text (textual analysis, assisted by knowledge of 
languages, history and cultural anthropology). The Christian 
Bible is of great importance for the communal life of Christian 
peoples; but each great tradition has its own ‘Bible’. The at-
tempt to integrate the two Books in one vision (the first

option) is not only a mistake, it leads to disaster, as is 
clear from the religious wars in Europe. Looking upon the 
Bible as part of the one, ultimate Truth can only result in 
the condemnation of other religious views, and even in 
the persecution of groups having the same Christian 

Bible, but a different interpretation of it.
All three early-modern positions concerning the relation-
ship between the two Books, or between science and 
religion, have philosophical successors until this day. The 
position of concordism is still the dominant position 
among Christian believers (it’s opposite is atheism jud-
ging religion as being simply false, not part of the one 
Truth at all, something to be eliminated as soon as pos-
sible). The positions of Pascal or Spinoza, in which scien-

ce and religion are seen as fundamentally different do-
mains or practices, are also still present, but rather as 
minority positions (e.g., in the thought of Kierkegaard or 
Wittgenstein, or in that of Einstein or Santayana).

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ
Prof. Em., Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B).
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You have not

lived today until

you have done

something for

someone who can

never repay you,.

John Bunyan



32

GENERAL REPORT: 
The AMERICAS PRIORY (USA)

THE AMERICAS PRIORY: SPRING 2022 REPORT

I am writing this on Monday, 30 May 2022. In 
America, we observe this day as Memorial Day, 
a Day to commemorate those who gave their 
lives in defense of freedom and democracy 
throughout the history of America. It reminds 
me of something I read once…
As Europe began to rebuild after the devasta-
tion of WW II, a statue of Jesus was found in 
front f a village Church with its hands “blown 
off” by enemy bombs. The church wrestled with 
what to do with this damaged statue. It was 
decided to leave it “as it was”. And when 
people would ask where Jesus’ hands were, the 
priest would respond: “We must become His 
hands in this place!”; As you read about the
work being done in the four commanderies of The Americas Priory, you will see that the Knights and Dames of Florida, 
Houston, New York and the West Indies have indeed become the Hands of Jesus Christ in their respective 
communities…hands that contribute funds...sign checks…dub Knights and Dames…and even pick tomatoes.  Wherever 
the Order of St. John finds itself, we are indeed His hands in the community.

Florida Commandery
The Commandery of Florida continues to grow in both numbers and scope. The Spring of 2022 was another period of spiri-
tual and numerical growth for its Knights and Dames. Like many OSJ Commanderies throughout the world, the Comman-
dery of Florida responded to the crisis in the Ukraine with a contribution of $25,000 to Samaritan’s Purse. Samaritan's Purse 
is operating multiple medical facilities in various parts of Ukraine and providing food and non-food relief items through 
church partners in both Ukraine and Moldova.
(…)
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(…) Ever expanding, on May 12th, the Commandery of Florida held a 
Pinning Ceremony at St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church and welcomed 
four new Aspirants. This beautiful and simple ceremony introduces the 
new Aspirants to the tradition and rituals of our beloved Order as well 
as making them feel welcomed by the local commandery.

In April, members of the Florida Commandery of the Order of St. John 
joined with CROS Ministries for a "Gleaning Project". A morning of hard 
work...deep inspiration...and an education for all.

After the "professional pickers" (the migrant workers) have harvested 
the various crops in the fields, most of what remains used to simply get 
plowed under and completely lost. And then "gleaning" was born...or 
should I say "re-born"...since the practice of "gleaning" is as old as the 
Old Testament!  Today, CROS Ministries (supported by a grant from the

nates volunteers who go into the fields and pick the good and still usable 
fruit that was left behind. It might be small...or slightly bruised...but still very 
usable. The Florida Commandery recently donated two pick-up trucks 
that can drive into the fields and pick up the boxes as they are filled by 
volunteers. 

The produce is then picked up by local Food Banks and distributed 
throughout the county to local organizations who get much needed 
fresh produce into the hands of the poor. Last year alone, CROS Ministries 
gleaned over 600,000 pounds of tomatoes, potatoes, peppers, corn and 
cabbage....food that would have been lost....and now is "found" and 
used by the poor.  
(…)

New Aspirants Carole Boucard, Andre Chang, Danville 

Chang, Mark Reino and Members of the Florida Com-

mandery at the Pinning Ceremony. Florida Commandery 
of the OSJ) coordi-

Cdr. Isabelle Paul, C.R.O.S. Ministries Director Ruth 

Mageria, and OSJ Members Donna Zolley, Martin 

Marinov and Jim Veets stand with the truck donated
to help gleaning projects.
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(…) Led by Commander Isabelle Paul, 
members of the Florida Commandery 
threw themselves into the task of har-
vesting perfectly usable produce that 
was left behind to rot and eventually 
be plowed under. 

As they worked, members learned a 
great deal about the hidden culture 

of the migrant workers, and the many 
ways the OSJ is carrying out our mis-
sion to serve the sick and the poor.  
Many of these workers have no health

insurance.  With nowhere to turn for medical attention, they line up for medical and dental care at The Caridad Clinic... a 
free clinic supported by yet another one of the Florida Commandery Grants ! Or they will get fresh produce and hot meals 
from The Soup Kitchen (next door to the Caridad Center) or at Boca Helping Hands...yet another local charity supported 
by grants from the Florida Commandery. When one connects the dots, one can see the enormous impact the Order of St. 
John is having in our local community. 

Commandery of Houston
Under the direction of Commander Dame Janet Hall, the Commandery of Houston is re-energizing. A new aspirant has 
been added to their ranks, awaiting investiture.  The Commandery of Houston is proud to introduce Janet Coe, who finds 
great joy in using her gifts and experience as an administrator in a local Methodist School. With 32 years in education, her 
work allows her to give back to her community and students in more ways than just teaching. Most recently, she served on 
the advisory board of the independent school, Tillman Academy, a classical school focused on developing leadership, 
character, and civic virtue. Throughout her career, Janet served not only in public and independent schools as an educa-
tor and administrator, but she also found ways to serve in her community.

(…)

Commander Isabelle Paul and Dame 

Donna Zolley (picture right) harvest 

tomatoes for local food banks and those 

in need.
Dame Donna Zolley



35

GENERAL REPORT: 
The AMERICAS PRIORY (USA)

(…) Janet has been a faithful volunteer with the Houston Commandery since its in-
ception in 2005. She has served at local homeless shelters, and the Lighthouse of 
Houston: a Community for the Visually Impaired. Most recently, she has been involved 
with Hope Center Houston, a “faith-based nonprofit, offering a safe space and caring 
community, while providing resources for men and women experiencing homeless-
ness.” Additionally, she serves on the Advisory Board of Horses for Heroes at Sunny 
Creek Ranch. This nonprofit EAGALA Certified Equine therapy organization is operated 
by veterans and their families for veterans, first responders, and their families who suf-
fer from PTSD, traumatic brain injury, and other debilitating conditions. Having experi-
enced the services offered at Horses for Heroes firsthand, Janet decided to serve first 
as a volunteer and then as a board member to further the reach of this vital ministry. 
Janet is married to Chev. Wayland Coe, Chaplain in the Houston Commandery. 
Together they have two children, Andrew and Abigail.

New York Commandery 
Even with Covid 19 turning from a pandemic to a poten-
tial endemic, the past year has been a trying time for 
everyone. However, the Order of St. John Knights Hospi-
taller New York Commandery (OSJNY) recognized that 
our mission would only intensify. 
In later part of 2020, the OSJNY first determined that hun-
ger in the NYC area, made much worse by the COVID-19 
pandemic, was where the Commandery should focus its 
efforts by supporting local charities where our contribu-
tions would help the most people in need as quickly as 
possible. At that time, OSJ members donated $8,000 to 
support The West Side Campaign Against Hunger 
(WSCAH), a 501c3 nonprofit organization, whose core 
values – Dignity, Community and Choice – are like ours.  
Knights and Dames in New York also supported (…)
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(…) Father Fichter’s food pantry in NJ: Oasis-A Haven-Women & Children with a $5,000 contribution. 
In early 2021, the Commandery felt that they should continue these efforts to feed the less fortunate and the Commandery 
made another donation to WSCAH. Dame Mary Elaine Morris, Dame Fulvia McCrie and Chevalier Robert McCrie are seen 
(picture: previous page) presenting a $5,000 donation from OSJNY to the Executive Director Greg Silverman of WSCAH, stan-
ding in front of the fresh pineapples and other food staples that will be available later in the day for pick up.

On November 13th, 2021 The New York Order 
of St. John held its first investiture in over 3 
years. H.E. Dr. Vincent Bonagura, the Grand 
Hospitaller of the Order officiated at the inves-

titure as the representative of the Lt. Grand 
Master, H.E. Paul Borg.  While OSJNY members 
had to wear face masks during the entire in-
vestiture, they were able to take one photo to 
capture the excitement and honor of being a 
Dame and Chevalier of the Order of St. John 
Knights Hospitaller New York Commandery.

The OSJNY welcomed 7 new members: Chevalier Dr. Robert Lahita, Dame Carolyn Palmer, Dame Jacqueline Von Rohr-
scheidt – Hill, Dame Vicki Johnson, Chevalier Dr Robert and Dame Fulvia McCrie, and Dame Chelsea Bonagura.  

There was a special meeting of the Board of Directors on the 14th day of March 2022. The following were duly nominated 
and, a vote having been taken, were unanimously elected officers of the corporation to serve for two years. President, Pat-
rick Hill, Vice-President James Doran, and Treasurer, Ms. Mary Elaine Morris. 

With the atrocities mounting in the Ukraine, the OJSNY met on April 25, 2022 to determine what they could do to assist via a 
relief fund through our donations. After considering the various nonprofit organizations making an impact, members of the 
New York Commandery voted to donate $9,000 to Samaritan’s purse. (…)



37

GENERAL REPORT: 
The AMERICAS PRIORY (USA)

(…) As the OSJNY looks forward to continuing its mission, 
upholding human dignity and caring for people, they 
are excited to sponsor two important fundraising events; 
a boat trip around New York scheduled for late Septem-
ber and the annual holiday gala which will be held at 

the National Arts Center in New York on December 3rd.

Commandery of the West Indies
The Commandery of the West Indies had a successful 
Investiture on the weekend of April 28-30 in St. Croix…

James GAVRILOS, KJSJ, 
Prior,

The Americas Priory

adding six new Knights and Dames to their numbers. H.E. Dr. 
Vinny Bonagura represented Lt. Grand Master Paul Borg and 
presided over the Investiture Ceremony. The newly inducted 
members pose with the Representative of the Lieutenant Grand 
Master, H. E. Grand Hospitaller Vice Prior Dr. Vincent Bonagura 

GCSJ, and Pastor Gerald Williams, rector of Lord God of Saba-
oth Lutheran Church, after the ceremony. Left to right: Scot 
McChain (USVI), Natalie Bethel (Bahamas), Cordero Bonamy
(Bahamas), H.E. Dr. Vincent Bonagura, Pastor Williams, Tom 
McOsker (Puerto Rico), Kimberley Causey-Gomez (USVI), and 
Charles Sealy II (Bahamas). 
This was followed by a dinner reception at the popular Ha’ 
Penny Club.
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Christ’s story was 

unequalled

and his death to save 

sinners unsurpassed; 

moreover the Sermon 

on the Mount was the

last word in ethics.

Winston S. Churchill
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REFLECTIONS on
PENTECOST: a period of AWAKENING 

We have arrived at official end of the Easter season in Christianity called Pentecost. We  
celebrate the moment that Jesus' apostles received the Holy Spirit. In the New Testa-
ment, Jesus is said to have already ascended to Heaven (Ascension Day). According 
to the Acts of the Apostles, he promised that he wouldn't abandon his followers - he'd 

send the Holy Spirit down to them not long after his departure. And, when that time 
came, the Holy Spirit is said to have arrived in a gust of wind and fire.
Pentecost is a chance for Christians to reflect on how they feel the Holy Spirit's presence 
in their own lives. In this period of awakening we get the fruits of the ideas that we have 
planted in our mind; we have escaped from darkness (Egypt) and have entered into 
light (Promised Land). 
To the one who is awakened to spiritual reality, the "day of Pentecost" signifies the de-
gree of mind action that brings to consciousness the presence of Spirit as substance.  
Your conscious, reasoning mind does not understand what is taking place, but Faith, 

cultivated through prayer, meditation and religious effort, gives assurance that all is well 
and that the new experience is really a greater activity of Spirit in body consciousness. 
The day of Pentecost" signifies a gathering of spiritual powers for the purpose of harves-
ting the first fruits of Spirit; otherwise, a dedicating of these new forces of Spirit to unsel-
fish service in the vineyard of the Lord.
Spirit always manifests according to the measure of our faith and trust. When our 
people (thoughts) are gathered in the upper chamber (a place of high spiritual 
understanding) and are unified in thought and purpose (prayer), the way of the Lord is 
made straight. We receive the gift of gifts - the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Inez Vermeulen, DGSJ,
Intendant
Loon Commandery,
Low Countries (B) 



The other Malta experience:
Loon Commandery: visit to Malta, May 8-12, 2022.
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Loon Commandery (B):
VISIT to MALTA

“Shouldn’t we organise a trip to Malta?” was what Commander 
VANDERSTRAETEN KJSJ had in mind when thinking of how to com-
memorate the 40th Anniversary of the Loon Commandery. “Good 
idea” was my reply. After all, being Hon. Consul of Malta in Bel-
gium, it is my duty to promote the islands, and visiting them 4 to 5 
times a year, I know them quite well.

So on the 8th of May 2022 we set off with a group of 25 enthou-
siasts. For a couple of days we were even honoured by being 
joined by 3 wise men: Hon. Lieutenant-Grand Master Michel BOHÉ, 
Hon. Grand Hospitaller Antoon CNUDDE and Grand Counsellor 
Boudewijn FRANCK. Lieutenant-Grand Master Paul BORG was so 
kind to welcome them at the airport.

Motto of the trip was to take it easy and enjoy Malta with respect 
of each other’s tempo and mobility. 

Kick-off consisted of visiting Fort St Elmo, followed by the Malta 
Experience and Sacra Infermeria.
In the afternoon of our first day we were kindly welcomed in our 
international headquarters.  Lots of history encouraged us keeping 
the inheritance of the knights hospitaller ‘Pro fide, pro utilitate
hominum’ alive.

On the second day, we had a fantastic private boat trip around 
the harbour, and some rain gave it a pinch of feeling like home. 
(…) 
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(…) A typical Maltese lunch at ‘Tal Petut’ in Birgu gave 
each of us the necessary strength to climb another for-
tress, this time St Angelo, with the top section, still being 
occupied by the SMOM, being open to the public.

Of course Mdina was worth visiting. But the highlight of 
the trip was without any mistake the  private visit after 

hours, to St. John’s Co-Cathedral, where Dame Mary 
Josephine ZAMMIT graciously offered her professional 
services of guiding us.

This visit was followed by a recital by our own brother, 
Chev. Luc Ponet KSJ (*: cfr. next page) who was in our 
midst for this special reason. Art director of the Intra 
Muros Festival and of the Bach Academy, he treated 
us to a breath taking, unique, fantastic and unforget-

table baroque repertoire, transforming music into a com-
plete different Malta Experience.
This private concert for the group and for our guests from 

the Order, Prior Mary Josephine ZAMMIT and Grand Com-
mander Joe GRECH included work from Bach, Cesar 
Franck (no family to our Grand Counselor in any known 
degree), Flor Peeters, and an improvisation on our 
Order’s hymn. 

This is a link to enjoy a part of the interpretation of our 

Order’s Hymn by Chev. Luc Ponet: 

https://youtu.be/5XEZxZAUWwM

Or, as the Maestro expressed it himself on Facebook:

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F5XEZxZAUWwM&data=05%7C01%7Cjan.lambrecht%40belnot.be%7Cd54bc8c71b9c4b37d1ec08da427285b6%7C5f265c14a96f47c48c273ac4b9aff665%7C0%7C0%7C637895356875877607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zMA5cJ5wi0T1fohFKlMqNiuFTmy36uAN14Zwpp7czw%3D&reserved=0
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(…) Tonight, Wednesday 11th of May 2022, private con-
cert in an iconic place in Valletta (Malta) : the St. John’s 
Co-Cathedral ! What a magnificent cathedral ! 

All about the Knights of Malta (OSJ - Order of Saint John).
Programme: J.S. Bach, C. Franck, F. Peeters and an im-
provisation.

(*) Luc Ponet is a Belgian organist,[1] academic and board member 

of Nationaal Instituut voor de Orgelkunst. [2] Ponet was educated at 

College of Music, Lemmens Institute, Leuven. He won the Prix d’excel-

lence, (1982-1985) then attended Hochschule für Musik und darstel-

lende Kunst – Wien and holds a master's degree. Ponet specialised in 

organ performance and improvisation in Toulouse (M.-C. Alain, X. 

Darasse, M. Chapuis, M. Radulescu)(1981), in Mechelen (Flor Peeters) 

(1983), in Haarlem, International Summeracademy for Organists (Hans 

Haselböck, Ton Koopman, Harald Vogel) (1986) and again in 

Haarlem at the International Summeracademy for Organists 

(Montserrat Torrent, Ewald Kooiman, Bernard Winsemius) (1992). Ponet 

performed in major festivals all over the world.[citation needed]Ponet 

has held key positions including titular-organist, Basilica Tongeren 

(since 1988), organist-in-residence and Music Director, 

Landcommanderij Alden Biesen (since 1999) and city organist -

curator of the organ festival in Leuven (since 2012). He is Inspector for 

Art education (academies of music/conservatories) for the Flemish 

Government Belgium since 2000. [citation needed] Ponet's teaching 

positions include: Professor for organ, LUCA School of Arts (the former 

Lemmens Institute) – Leuven (since 1982) and Visiting professor, 

Concordia University - River Forest/ Chicago (USA)(1996) and Baylor 

University – Waco/Texas (USA) (2006). Masterclasses in Belgium, 

Holland, Italy, Mexico, USA, ... . Other positions have included Artistic 

Director - Organ Concert Series Orgelforum Haspengouw (since 

2003), board member - Nederlands Instituut voor Orgelkunst (since 

2007) and board member - International Organ Festival Haarlem 

(since 2011).[citation needed] Over the years he has recorded 

several CDs and has published a number of books and articles in 

specialist journals about organs and the organist’s art. At the Faculty 

of Architecture and the Arts of the University Leuven, drs. Luc Ponet 

prepares a doctoral degree with a dissertation on performance 

practice and the organist’s art in the prince bishopric of Liège during 

the first half of the 17th Century.

Jean DE BRABANDER, KSJ,
Hon. Consul to Malta

Loon Cdry.



YOU WILL NEVER FEEL BAD AGAIN ! 

In the weekend edition of the “Standaard”, a quality Belgian newspaper, I came across an article with the title “Never 
feel bad again, this is how you do it”. The article treated on the essence of the Stoa, the Greek philosophy we all know as 
Stoicism. The core idea within the Stoa is the division of all matters and events in life and the world into a clear dicho-
tomy.
On the one hand, you have the individual and his emotions, feelings and actions, over which he also has complete con-
trol. On the other hand, you have everything else that is beyond the individual's will and influence (such as the weather, 
another's opinion, the unfairness of life). According to the Stoa, one should not allow oneself to be negatively influenced 
by the second: one should not feel bad about things that one cannot directly influence or alter, but one should accept 
them and even appreciate them. Reading the article a couple of thoughts crossed my mind. First of all I had to think of 
my wife and what she taught me. By profession she is a communication expert and personal coach, making a clear 

distinction between the circle of control, the circle of influence, and all that is beyond. To succeed professionally and in 
life, one has to concentrate on the first two, forgetting about all the rest. But there is more than the work-life balance to 
be considered. The second thought is spiritual by nature. A couple of years ago, I started meditating according to the 
christian tradition where the focus is on being in the present. As you can’t alter the past, and as the future is still unknown, 
there is only the present that matters. Now it happens that the Stoa is a very ‘forgiving’ philosophy allowing people to fail
as much as they do. Stoicism gives its practitioner a complete freedom in being oneself. Thus Stoicism is very much a phi-
losophy of the present, forgetting about the past and not thinking of the future. 
But then comes the most surprising part. The Stoa comprises 4 cardinal virtues : wisdom, courage, righteousness and 
moderation. Aren’t these exactly the same christian virtues represented by the 4 arms of our knight’s cross ……? Are these 

virtues the universal and indispensable ingredients for any happy life, regardless of religion or confession? Is living a full life 
based on religion or on philosophy? Christianity and our religious traditions have they been influenced by the ancient 
Greek philosophers? Were the founders of our Order inspired by them? ….. Food for thought.
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Jean DE BRABANDER, KSJ,
Loon Commandery,
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REFLECTIONS on:
TO NEVER FEEL BAD AGAIN

“The greatest obstacle to living is expectation, which
depends on tomorrow and wastes today.”

Seneca



QUOTE from 60 years ago
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Some of the greatest

battles will be fought

within the silent

chambers of your

own soul.

Ezra Taft Benson



THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS 
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We have often said that asking for forgiveness and being able to forgive 

are among the most difficult tasks we face. Yet both are essential to our 
lives and especially to our living together with others. 

Where there is no room for forgiveness and where one does not have the 
courage to ask forgiveness in all sincerity for what one has done wrong, 
relationships harden and so does the heart of a person. This is where pride 
triumphs, whereby one takes on an unapproachable attitude.

Asking forgiveness and granting forgiveness require humility and are 

ultimately rooted in love. For everything that has to do with forgiveness is a 
consequence of love. If love is lacking, one feels no need at all to ask 
forgiveness or to forgive others. Just as pride is the antipode of humility, 
hatred and reckoning are the antipodes of love.

It is striking that the message that Jesus brought us is precisely one in which love and forgiveness play a central role. Every 
time he speaks of it, Jesus warns that it must not be a question of pious reflections, but that both love and forgiveness 
must take concrete shape in our daily lives. Every morning, we are instructed to go about our day with love and forgive-
ness. That is the Gospel brought to life that would otherwise remain a dead letter. We could say loving and therefore 
forgiving, because one springs from the other.

Forgiving is not the same as covering up evil. When we cover up evil, we do not acknowledge it, either in ourselves or in 
others, and we feed it so that it can continue to do its destructive work. For covering it up also means that we no longer 
resist it. We let it continue to exist under cover. 

This is what the Church is being accused of today, of failing to address abuses at the root, and instead (…)

Reflections on: 
The POWER of FORGIVENESS (B) 



47

(…) drawing a veil over them. This was often done to protect the person involved, but also out of concern for the good 
name of the institution. They forgot to make a clear distinction between the act and the offender. While treating the of-
fender with love, they failed to point out the evil and address it radically and fundamentally. Perhaps we are now expe-

riencing an overreaction where people have reached a level of zero tolerance. Clearly, everything must be done to give 
the person responsible for the abuse the punishment they deserve and to ensure that they never again come into con-
tact with children or vulnerable people. That should be the meaning of zero tolerance. But as a human being, the offen-
der must be given a chance to live on in dignity. That is where the problem often lies, however, in that a person is written 
off for good and suffers a heavy stigma for the rest of his life. It is as if there is no place left for forgiveness, even in a

Reflections on: 
The POWER of FORGIVENESS (B) 

Church that is specifically proclaiming the message of mercy nowadays. We must 
take the suffering caused by abuse very seriously and do all we can to heal it. The 
act that is a grave sin must be punished and expiated. Atoning for one’s sin is im-
portant in order to come to terms with oneself. After this expiation, however, we 
should hear the word of forgiveness. If we fail to do this, we go against the message 
of the Gospel where it says that we should always forgive. In this too, the Church 
should be able to send a strong message to society, in addition to radically com-
bating and especially preventing all forms of abuse.

I am aware that I am touching on a delicate subject that could be misinterpreted. 
Saying that priests and religious who abuse children and vulnerable people have no 
place in the Church is not the same as writing them off completely and permanently. 
We wish and hope that there is life again for those who have been abused, but 
those who have abused also have a right to life.

This is the interpretation that many people give to the act of forgiveness. It is as if one 
were performing an act of weakness, that one were burying one’s head in the sand 
for what was wrong and thus covering up the entire matter. That is precisely what 
forgiveness is not! Punishment and penance are given for the act that one has done, 
forgiveness is given to the person who has done this act after having served his 
punishment and penance. In the Sacrament of Confession, also called (…)
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(…) the Sacrament of Penance, these two come together perfectly. I 
confess my sin before God and God forgives me. His forgiveness is 
more than what we humans can give. Because, with God, our sins are 
permanently erased. He will never mention them again. We can say 
that, with God’s forgiveness, our sins are forgotten by him, as well. We 
are completely freed from our burden of sin. As human beings, we 
cannot and do not have to go that far. We cannot forget, and the 
memory here on earth can be fruitful in preventing evil in the future. 
We can learn from our own mistakes and the mistakes of others. But in 
contrast to this complete release from the burden of sin on the part of 
God, there is our atonement. We do not leave the confessional 
without receiving a penance. This penance is not in proportion to

when we are actually punished after committing a punishable offence. It is 
usually limited to a prayer and sometimes we are instructed to reflect very 
specifically on what we have done wrong. It is also not a question of 
penance being a form of repayment of the forgiveness we have received 
from God. As already indicated, God’s forgiveness is so immense that no 
human act is equal to it. Yet we are expected to do this penance, as ato-

nement for what we have done wrong, but above all as thanks for what we 
have received from God. God’s forgiveness does not depend on what we 
do in penance. It precedes our penance. We can use the image of the 
merciful father who rushes to his son and lovingly embraces him when he 
sees that he has humbly returned to him (cf. Lk 15:20). The only condition 
that applies here is that the son humbly confesses his sin; there are no further 
requirements.

But what about someone who does not want to admit their (…)

Reflections on: 
The POWER of FORGIVENESS (B) 

what we have done 
wrong, and is of a 
different level than



49

(…) guilt and is convinced of being in the right? What should and can our attitude be in such a case? Again, the person of 
the father teaches us what our attitude should be. In the parable, the father is keeping watch. The willingness and desire to
forgive is already there even before his son shows up. The willingness to forgive has become a fundamental attitude in him 
and can only be understood from the unconditional love he has for his son. It is from this unconditional love that the 
willingness to forgive flows as a matter of course. Perhaps that is also the motivation that prompted the son to return home 
to his father. He knew from experience that his father still loved him unconditionally, despite everything he had done. That 
is the image we should have of God and that we can experience, yes, really experience, each time we kneel before him

and ask him for forgiveness. God will never refuse us his 
forgiveness. It is precisely this attitude that we too ought to 
develop: the willingness to forgive and to express it, even 
to those who close themselves off from this forgiveness and 
retreat into their pride that they do not need forgiveness at 
all. Can the signal of our willingness to forgive be so power-
ful that it makes others think? The parable does not say 
how long the father was watching. It was probably not a 
short time during which the youngest son squandered his 
entire inheritance. Forgiveness requires that we wait 
patiently and at the same time continue to send positive 
signals that the desire to forgive exists as a constant.

Forgiving is not exactly part of our human nature. We are 
more inclined to seek revenge and retribution. That is why, 
in order to forgive, we need strength that far exceeds our

Reflections on: 
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own human capabilities. We can obtain this power only from God. It is by his grace that we will and can obtain the 
strength to be merciful, “just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). The ability to forgive goes beyond our own strength. But 
with God’s grace, everything is possible, even to continue to show forgiveness where there is no demand to be forgiven at 

all. Therefore, we will pray, on the one hand, to receive the strength to be able to forgive, and on the other hand, that 
others may cherish the desire to be forgiven and allow it to grow in their lives. For to forgive and to be forgiven is to set
free, is to offer new life, is to allow the joy of resurrection to blossom in one’s life. When there is no sign from the (…)
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(…) willingness to forgive or ask forgiveness, it is up to us to pray that mercy 
may grow in the heart of the other and that God may give the other the 
strength to take this ultimate step. For the fourteenth work of mercy is still to 
pray for each other. When all of our efforts have been exhaustted, prayer still 
remains, and that can never be exhausted, because in prayer we ask God to 
complete what we could only begin from and with our own efforts.

Forgiving everyone and receiving forgiveness from everyone will probably 
always remain an illusion. We will have to accept and live with the fact that 

certain relationships appear to be broken forever. All that remains is prayer, 
the love that we cannot materialize, but that we try to live in a spiritual way. 
We pray that there will always be room in our hearts for God’s love, which is 
boundless and unconditional. We then place this neighbour in God’s loving 
hands, as well as ourselves.

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General, Brothers of Charity.

Reflections on: 
The POWER of FORGIVENESS (B) 

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 

altar and there remember that your brother or 

sister has something against you, leave your 

gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to them; then come and offer your 

gift.”                                          

Matthew 5: 23-24



Chev. Thorkild Hagn-Meincke, GCSJ, the then Herald 
of Arms, Nordic Priory, participated in this work with 
great expertise.

The creation of a CoA.
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Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

Throughout time since the first 
crusade, Heraldry has been a 

characteristic of the participa-
ting knights. Symbols was used 
to represent authority and posi-
tion and this unique tradition 
still lives on in The Order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem, Knights Hos-
pitaller (OSJ).

Historical background.
When a candidate is introdu-
ced to the history and facts of 
the OSJ, they are made aware 
of their right to possess a perso-
nal Coat of Arms (CoA). The 

THE HERALDRY TRADITION 
of our ORDER (DK)

THE HERALDRY TRADITION of our ORDER

Grand Master Jean de 

Valette

Herald of Arms of the Priory or Commandery will introduce 
the candidate to the guidelines and rules for the creation of 

their CoA and initiate cooperation about this process. Once 
done, it will be included in the Roll of Arms with personal 
details.
Rev. Robert de Caluwé, who was appointed Roy d’Armes
OSJ in 1990, lays down the guidelines in the Handbook, 
Guide Notes of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller that was authorized in 2000. 
It was a collaboration between the then Herald of Arms from 
various Commanderies and Priories and the Roy d'Armes. 

The creation of a coat of arms is 
an exciting journey, as it must 
reflect the candidate's per-
sonality and express her/his 
commitment. 

The Heralds task is to cre-
ate the right CoA based 
on the guidelines given 
and the candidate's wishes. 
He is responsible for the 
appropriate design. 
This means close cooperation 
through sketches and discussions 
on the expression to the creation 
of the final CoA.

The first raw sketch is used to determine symbols and 
proportions. After a decision on these and determina-
tion of colors, a new proposal is prepared. When an 
agreement is achieved, the Herald starts painting the 
final CoA.
This CoA is presented to the Dame/Knight, after recei-
ving the knighthood in the church, at the following 

light ceremony. (…)



The CoA is placed on the Maltese cross for use within the 
Order. Without the Cross the CoA may be used for civilian 
purpose and can be used as the Family CoA. 

The Flags and CoA of the Priory or Commandery.

The flag of the Order: on a square red cloth, a white cross. 
This flag should be without any superfluous decorations as, 
for instance, golden edges.
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Frank Jakobsen delivers. 

In Commandery Dagmar, the CoA will be presented in a 
special folder and a large copy is presented to the Knight-
hood with a short description. The CoA is obtained in the 
Roll of Arms and signed by the Chevalier/Dame. 

THE HERALDRY TRADITION 
of our ORDER (DK)

Preben SLOHT, KGSJ,
Herald of Arms
Dagmar Cdry. 

In this example, there has been a 
great deal of development of both 

symbols and the choice of colors, 
which is an essential part of the 

final expression.

The colors expressing Silver 
- Purity - Wisdom – Joy; Red -

Compassion – Sacrifice

The symbols expressing
Hearts – the son and grand-

children of the Dame; Eagle 
wings – the free spirit; The Wolf –

loneliness but still empathy for 
others.

If Priories or Commanderies wish to create a flag of their 

own, it must be quartered as follows: in field 1 and 4 a 

red Maltese Cross, and in 2 and 3 the proper emblem of 

the Priory/Commandery.

An embroidered CoA may be worn on a Blazer/Evening 

Jacket.

Flag of our

Order

Flag of the

Nordic Priory
CoA of the

Nordic Priory
CoA Dagmar 

Cdry.



PERSONALIA
International obituary:
Several members in different Priories unfortunately passed away from this life. Our deepest gratitude remains for the
achievements and fraternity of all deceased within and beyond the Order. May they all rest in the peace of our Lord;
their name liveth for evermore !

Elections and Nominations, Promotions
No messages reached us about nominations or promotions.

COVID TIMES
How happy will we all be when this terrible header can disappear: since the 01/2020 International Herald it has taken
much longer than first pretended – little did the authorities and the world of science know in the beginning (and
afterwards in some ways) - to get rid of this dreadful subject. We pray for this subtitle never ever to return from now on.
This edition testifies that we can gather again, have Investitures and charity actions, travel to the headquarters in Malta
and other places, with only minor safety restrictions still standing. Although the creepy virus obviously isn’t gone, we
generally tend to not longer being residing in ICU’s with it, let alone pass away because of it. Let’s keep it this way, by
all means.

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL : LET’S MEET in Malta on 29 October 2022 !
Let’s meet on the Sovereign Council in Sliema, Malta, on October 29th, 2022, cfr. page 26 of this edition. More detailed
information about booking of rooms in the location of the event has been sent to all unit leaders. We sincerely thank
our Maltese Brothers and Sisters for organizing the Sovereign Council, Ecumenical service, functions, sight-seeings, …It
seems that we can finally enjoy a ‘live’ Sovereign Council in Malta: there is absolutely no substitute for meeting in
person. (…)
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The best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of others.

Mahatma Ghandi
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(…) DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information in this magazine, including all articles, does not make any claims. Any information
offered is expressly the opinion of the creator/author of that material. It is respectfully offered to you to explore, in the
hope and with the intention that exploring this material will be informative and helpful to you. This magazine contains
material protected under International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties. You may not publish, display, disclose,
modify, distribute, or create derivative works based on the magazine contents or any part thereof.

LITTLE WORD FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 2/2022 edition, to see that our Order revives to full operational
strength. Full resuming of actions and Investitures means that the Order can welcome new Knights and Dames and can
grow again in membership numbers, vigor and impact, as the opening words of our Lieutenant Grand Master and this
2/2022 Herald testify. My sincerest thanks to all authors who have contributed and are still contributing to our
International Herald: we adore our loyal authors for reporting and reflecting in each edition on all the Order’s good
works and high spirits.
Keep up the splendid action on both domains of our motto, and do NOT forget to send me content: in Word and -
separately – useable pictures in Jpeg or comparable format by the end of August to come, at the latest, for the next

Summer edition to be issued.
Gently take care of each other and of your fellow man within and beyond the Order, as you always did !
Pray for the courageous people in Ukraine. I wish you all a nice and in-depth reflective time to come, and peace to be
restored everywhere where war and violence rages: the world desperately needs it.

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John,

OSJ, Editor,
Benelux Grand Prior

The smallest act of kindness is worth more than 
the grandest intention.

Oscar Wilde
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