
ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM, KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
Under the Constitution granted in 1964 by his late Majesty King Peter II of Yugoslavia 

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM

THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD

World Headquarters:
St. Paul Street 223
Valletta VLT 1217

Malta

Phone  +356 2123 0712

H.E. Lieutenant Grand 
Master

Paul M. Borg, OSJ

H.E. Grand Commander
Joseph Grech, OSJ

H.E. Grand Hospitaller
Vincent R. Bonagura OSJ

H.E. Grand Counselor
Boudewijn Franck, OSJ

H.E. Grand Marshal
David Wilckens, OSJ

Editor:
H.E. Jan Lambrecht, OSJ

4/2022 EDITION



• Opening word by our Lieutenant-Grand Master 3

• Meditations on Christmas, by Niels Refskou, Chairman o/t E.C.   5

• Winter citation, Isaiah 55:10-11 8

• Reflections on: When the father is absent… (B) 9

• Quote: George Berrnard Shaw 12

• Call for content 13

• Charity: St. Sunniva Cdry. presents her partners. (NOR) 14

• Quote by Albert Einstein 17

• Sovereign Council 2022 in Malta: meeting, concert, ecumenical service 18

• Reflections on: the relationship between ethics and the law. (B) 27

• Citation: Isaiah 9:6-7 31

• Charity: OSJ St. Sunniva - Østfold group 32

• Quote: Mother Theresa 35

• Charity: Polo game and Clover action, St. Francis Cdry., Pacific Priory (USA) 36

• Pope Francis prays for the suffering Ukrainian people 40

• 2022 General Chapter Benelux Grand Priory (B) 41

• Quote: Japanese proverb 43

• Reflections on: The Birth of Jesus (B) 44

• In Memoriam: Ralph N. Cole, the last of our Greatest Generation warriors 45

• In Memoriam: Chev. Gianny Feilner (CH) 46

• Quote: Rick Warren 47

• Reflections on: Fraternity, alongside and together with Liberty and Equality (B) 48

• Quote: Ann Voskamp 53

• Personalia, promotions, disclaimer & editor’s word 54

TABLE OF CONTENT

2



Paul M. BORG, OSJ
LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER

3

Dear Brethren of Saint John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller – OSJ (Malta),

If we consider today‘s world, we shall find ample reason
for concern. The economic crisis affects everyone and
in Europe we are confronted with an aging population
and steeply rising costs for pensions and healthcare. In
the middle East, there is serious civil unrest and political
failure; in parts of Africa, there is political failure, made
worse by natural disasters. Everywhere we find social
and economic problems, and the victims thereof. Most
important of all, perhaps, is the need for us to learn to
live together in a multicultural society.

This demands respect for one another and an earnest
desire to listen to the wishes and desires of others, inclu-
ding those with whom we may have fundamental disa-
greements. The tensions of the 21st century can be resol-
ved only by sharing. Through the solidarity which comes
from selfless sharing of wealth, of resources, of wisdom
and understanding, many problems can be solved.
Given the goals and ideals of our noble Order, it must
be possible for us to make a difference. This can only be

December 2022.  
A X’Mass Message & Greetings from 

H.E. THE LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER

be achieved if we work together in unity of purpose, set-
ting ourselves as nought and praying daily for the guidan-
ce of God’s Holy Spirit.

A Hospitaller Order such as ours, born in the Holy Land,
which has survived so many historic comings and goings,
so many setbacks, is uniquely summoned as a beacon of
Christian morality in a world that cries out for salvation - as
indeed, it has always done. The maintenance of the (…)
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(…) Unity and good Governance of the Order which is a supreme value, requires a 
united command firmly committed to the traditions of chivalry.

With the help of God, without which we can do nothing, and the prayers of all the 
Knights and Dames of the Order (living and dead) we may come so to conquer our 
own failings that we can at last address those of the world at large under the leader-
ship of Jesus Christ, our unseen captain.

At Christmas this year, it would be fitting for us to reflect upon God’s compassion of 
which St. Paul speaks and says: “For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were recon-
ciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life” (Rom. 5:10).

God’s compassion is expressed through the incarnation of his Word for our sake, to 
make us sons, and to bring about joy and hope to our hearts where many of us in 
many different places experience hardship and sorrow.

Let us this year show more compassion towards each other because in this compas-
sion we share in God’s joy and we can sing with the angels: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace for 
those he favours” (Luke 2:14). 

While thanking you all for your continued loyalty, support and help towards the needy, I wish you and your loved ones
a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year

filled with Copious Blessing of our Lord !

Paul M. BORG, OSJ,
Lt.-Grand Master
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Meditations on
Christmas

Many angels appear around Christmas. Not just in the 
Christmas gospel and Christmas carols, where they be-
long, but also as decorations in the shops' Christmas dis-
plays and on the Christmas tree - yes, pretty much every-
where we turn here at Christmas time, it's teeming with 
angels. Together with the gnomes and Santa Claus, the 
angels help to give Christmas a sense of adventure - they 
are indispensable for the Christmas atmosphere, as it should 
be in our opinion. No Christmas without angels !

But even angels can be had enough, even if they look 
beautiful with various musical instruments, lighted candles, 

or whatever they are equipped with, and therefore 
there can be something liberating in hearing the text 
that follows right after the Christmas Gospel, where the 
angels gain a disproportionate importance because 
they get the last word: (…)

or whatever they are equipped with, and therefore 
there can be something liberating in hearing the text 
that follows right after the Christmas Gospel, where the 
angels gain a disproportionate importance because 

they get the last word: 

When the angels had left them and gone into hea-
ven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has (…)
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(…) taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 
So, they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart.

In this text the angels have left the shepherds and im-
mediately we are down on earth again. When the an-

gels have left us, the enchantment is lifted, the fairy-tale 
glow disappears, and we are back to everyday life. And 
it's just as well, because the gospel sounds to us in every-
day life; it is in everyday life that we need its talk about 
God's love for us, about his great grace and mercy in

the forgiveness of sins.

Every Christmas Eve we sing about the child Jesus, who was 
born to a poor virgin in a stable, and who instead of a 
cradle was given a manger to lie in because his parents 
could not find room in the inn; and it all stands before us as 
a beautiful fairy tale, a manger play, where Joseph and 
Mary sit with the child, and angels fly around them, while 
the star stands still above the stable, and the holy three 

kings present their precious gifts. In this way, the Christmas 
gospel becomes so strangely unreal for us; it will all be rosy, 
even though we know that this child's life was not a bed of 
roses later on.

But for the shepherds it was no fairy tale. When the angels 
had left them, they were back to everyday life again, and 
what they saw when they got to Bethlehem was nothing 
adventurous: a couple of poor people with their new-born 
child. Here there were no signs of power and glory, no divi-
ne brilliance, everything was very mundane and ordinary. 
What would we say if we were presented with a helpless 
infant, a child of poor parents without power, influence, or 
connections, and we were told that this child would beco-
me the saviour of the world, that God would reveal Himself 
in this poor ordinary child? Wouldn't we be sceptical? That 
God has revealed himself in a very ordinary person, and 
that God's love - in all cases apparently - is powerless in the 
face of human evil, is and has always been one of the 
biggest stumbling blocks in the Christian faith. We want to 
see power and glory, and therefore we put a (…)
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(…) halo around the heads of the child Jesus and his pa-
rents and surround them with angels, the star of Bethle-

hem and wise men, with pomp and splendour that out-
shines poverty and commonness. But the shepherds belie-
ved - we can almost say in spite of everyday life - God's 
word and promise, which he gave through the angel, and 
praised and thanked him there.

Of course, this does not mean that there is anything 
wrong in the fact that we all want to experience the 
Christmas spirit in all its joyful fullness, on the contrary! We 
all, without exception, need to get into the Christmas 
spirit. We need to look forward to the Christmas tree and 
the presents, we need to experience a lovely evening 
with each other. We need an infinite amount of peace 
in our hearts in the stressful life we live in. But of course, it 
must be a peace that does not just last Christmas, but 
can also last when everyday life begins again, and such

we don't get peace from angels hanging on the Christ-
mas tree, or from gnomes playing their games everywhere 
in our living rooms. 

We can calmly hold on to both angels and everything 
that forms the framework for the Christmas atmosphere 
and Christmas peace, if we remember that it is and will be 
a framework. The true joy of Christmas, the peace in the 
heart, we only get when we follow the call that comes to 
us in one of our Danish Christmas Hymns.
Then let us go with quiet mind,
the swaddled child with shepherds find,
with happy tears thank God above
for mercy and for words of love.

I wish you all, sisters and brothers in Christ and Saint John, 
a Merry Christmas, and a blessed New Year !

Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ,
Chairman of the 

Ecclesiastical Council.



CITATION on WINTER

As the rain and the snow

come down from heaven,

and do not return to it

without watering the earth

and making it bud and flourish,

so that it yields seed for the sower

and bread for the eater,

so is my word that goes out from my mouth:

It will not return to me empty,

but will accomplish what I desire

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Isaiah 55:10-11

458
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The call for ‘liberty, equality, and fraternity’ rang out loudly at the time of the French Revo-
lution. The Enlightenment had done its work, and what started ideologically in the minds of
a few philosophers culminated in a discontent with society as it was up until that moment.
The Revolution was a response to it and the social implication of it. But that was not the end
of it, for the French Revolution was only the beginning of a global process that to this day is
still far from being complete, manifesting itself in a secularization and a desire for liberation

from everything that compels man and which finds itself increasingly embodied in a true
secularism and individualism, with man heading for both his own total uprooting and deca-
pitation at the same time.

It is man who does not seem satisfied with the liberty he has acquired and which is given to
him, but instead wants to be free of everything that could still tie him down or give him a
previous history as a human being that imposes certain obligations on him or a perspective
according to which he should live. No more Creator who stands at the origin of life, nor a
final destination that could influence his journey and determine his choices. Detached from

his neighbour for whom he would have to take responsibility or who could call him to ac-

count. A society from which God as creator is completely displaced and an individualism that triumphs as never before
and brings man to a liberty thought to be absolute that simultaneously leads him into an unprecedented isolation. It is a
liberty in which fraternity is pushed out, vanishes into obscurity, and is seen rather as an obstacle to cultivating this form of
liberty. Thus, the third pillar of the motto of the French Revolution is sacrificed on the altar of the revolution of secularism and
individualism.

However, equality also shares in this urge to push the boundaries ever further. Whereas equality was initially proclaimed to
eliminate the oppressive class divide and give equal rights to all citizens, which was socially transposed and even universally
established as a right, with an emphasis on the equivalence between different individuals, today this translation of equality
into equivalence seems to be found wanting. Even the natural differences, which there simply are between (…)

REFLECTIONS ON: 
WHEN THE FATHER IS ABSENT… (B) 
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with ever-increasing categorization, rather than promo-
ting respect for what is most distinctive about the human
being that he is by nature, greater inequality results. Mino-
rities, which have always existed, will now express them-
selves as being discriminated against and claim a prefer-
red position, but in doing so will actually counteract their
pursued goal of equality. Soon, it will no longer suffice to
simply call oneself man or woman, but instead one will be

forced to fit into some intermediate form. Or how an ex-
aggerated pursuit of equality that defies all reasonable-
ness also affects its twin pillar of liberty and puts new con-
straints on it.

While liberty and equality crash down in the waterfall of
absolutization, fraternity is subject to the opposite move-
ment. Rather than being absolutized, it is removed like a
nasty pebble in one’s shoe. For fraternity, which calls for
and encourages co-responsibility and solidarity, is the very

barrier to realizing the absolutization of personal freedom. Similarly, to strive for further expanding and unbridled equality,
fraternity brings headwinds, because it is precisely a call to continue to respect each other’s differences and individuality
in a spirit of equivalence.

The gradual disappearance of fraternity and its total relegation to the background has mainly to do with the (…)

(…) people, between men and women, are regarded as restraints on the urge to absolutize equality and are very easily
condemned as being discriminatory. Each person now claims and is given the right to determine his/her/their own gender
(I am bending over backwards here to avoid using a discriminatory pronoun), and all vestiges that still refer to the
classifications deemed archaic on the basis of being male or female have to be ruthlessly eradicated from all discourse
and, particularly in educational writings, permanently removed. Not a month goes by without a new letter being added
to the LGBTQIA+ definition by which people today are supposed to be identified. Actually, there is a controversy here:

REFLECTIONS ON: 
WHEN THE FATHER IS ABSENT… (B) 
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(…) fact that one no longer has a common father or mother. How can one still be called brother or sister when there is no 
longer a father or a mother present ? We are not talking about a biological father and mother, which everyone has after 
all, but the one who brought man to life as a human being. It is the supreme being who is recognized, accepted, and  

worshipped in all world religions and who, though differ-
rently named, can be considered in a word as creator, or 
the ‘uncaused cause’ as the new name the enlightened 
minds gave it to distance themselves from religion, but 
whom they nevertheless still considered the origin of life. 
However, this uncaused cause is now completely discar-
ded, as it would interfere with or impose any limitation on 
the urge to absolutize. Truly, this is what we can call a 
patricide, and when the killing is done, there is no longer 

any authority to impose any limitation or suggest any 
demarcation. A boundary has been crossed, a taboo 
broken, and once this step has been taken, any further 
limitation seems removed. So it is that liberty and equality 
are given every opportunity to develop further in this 
limitlessness, with an urge for never quite enough, but 
definitely without fraternity, for it might just remind us that 
there are limits after all. The patricide has left us orphans. 
We have only ourselves now to wallow in the illusion that

REFLECTIONS ON: 
WHEN THE FATHER IS ABSENT… (B) 

henceforth anything goes, as long as it is convenient for us. Talk about a new world order, which should really alarm us and 
against which, fortunately, often still quietly and whisperingly, some protests are nevertheless voiced, because even in this
case, as with eating too much, indigestion is bound to set in.

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General, Brothers of Charity.



QUOTE

Both optimists and 

pessimists contribute to 

society: the optimist 

invents the aeroplane, 

the pessimist the 

parachute. 

George Bernard SHAW
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WE WANT 

YOU
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard from all OSJ units. We DO want 
to know how you are doing over there on our motto 
Pro Fide, pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send in your contributions soon for the next 01/2023
edition in Word format and in separate Jpeg pictures 
to: lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of February
to come, at the latest. 

MANY THANKS !



CHARITY: OSCARSBORG Event
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)
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****

Spinspider

Joy, laughter and endless fun at TUSENFRYD AMUSEMENT PARK in 
Oslo, Norway.

Do you remember those nights at the fair as a child ?
I sure do.

The colorful scenery and lights drew my attention towards the 
sounds of people having fun. I can still smell the sweet tingle of 
popcorn and candy, mixed with my soft drink and bubbly taste 
of Summer.
Lucky wheels and Merry-go-rounds popped out from the dark 
with their bright lights. I simply loved it!
Oh, how we kids longed for those moments of joy and unexpec-
ted thrills. Do you remember ?
Do you remember the feeling of the excitement ?
Sometimes, a small poster on the entrance door of the grocery 
store would set it all off.  
At a glance, everyone visiting the shop was informed that a fair 
was about to enter our small town.
I would run home and beg my parents to take me there, and 
dream of the moment, hoping to find some money saved under 
my coach or in a jar, enough to try out all the attractions, just 
waiting for me to go for a ride !
Maybe I would give it a try at the Big Spin, or scream with joy and 
fear at the rollercoaster ?
The thrill was just to enjoy the fair as much as possible.
Today, many of our children and youth keep dreaming big at 
TusenFryd amusement park, just 20 kilometers outside Norway’s 

capital, Oslo. For the last 15 years, TusenFryd has offered free 
park-tickets to children and youth from RH (Radium Hospitalet), 
and an amazing day at Norway’s biggest theme park has been 
made a reality. Charity can be exciting ! (…)

CHARITY: St. Sunniva Cdry.
presents her PARTNERS. (NOR)

HuriHuri
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(…) Join us at “The Nightmare Experiment” in Halloween, or what 
about a “Monster Release ?” The park changes themes after the 
seasons. Prepare yourself for an exciting journey !
We are so thankful for all those tickets donated to charity. Every 
single entrance ticket has opened the doors to joy, laughter and 
endless fun. To see those smiles, hear the laughter, feel and see 
the happy mood from all our brave little heroes, is a fine reward 
for our work. Heartfelt thanks go out to every one of you, taking 
some of your precious time to share it with us. Thank you for 
being part of a noble charity. All the good you do !  
This is really the core of our work. To give everyone a chance to 
strengthen their immune system with a bit of laughter therapy, or 
maybe an adrenaline-boost from one of the park’s many 

rollercoasters. And then, we enjoy seeing you smile, more than 
anything!

In total, TusenFryd has 8 rollercoasters, including the brand-new 
attraction “Storm”, under construction and ready for the premi-
ère opening by April 2023.
The coaster will give you a huge adrenalin-boost, hanging (you) 
upside-down at a speed of almost 100 km per hour, with a 
height difference of 33 meters. Buckle up !

From 2023, TusenFryd invests 250 million NOK in upgrading exis-
ting facilities, and completes the major single investment in the 
history of the park- the coaster with a price tag of 100 million 
NOK (100,694.28 USD)

The new attraction will be the first one of its kind in Europe, ba-
sed on a principle called “suspended, triple, launch”.
(…)

CHARITY: St. Sunniva Cdry.
presents her PARTNERS. (NOR)

Safety Manager Leif Erik Egeli and Frank Jakobsen have 

regular meetings at Tusenfryd.
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Frank JAKOBSEN,
Prior,
Nordic Priory

This is the single most important investment in our ongoing 
three-years plan, and upgrading of the theme park, says 
Bjørn Håvard Solli and continues.

We have one goal- and that is to give you as our guest 
your money’s worth. We want you to thrive! 

- Our ambition aims to launch Tusenfryd as Norway’s most 
amazing, exciting and unforgettable amusement park, 
giving everyone memories of a lifetime.

Tips for a great day.
Wear comfy clothes and shoes.  On warm days, bathing 
clothes and a towel may come handy in.
Drink loads of water.
Everyone comes for a thrill and a laugh, smile!
Read more about Norway’s top amusement park: 
https://www.tusenfryd.no
https://www.visitnorway.com 

Pro Fide, Pro utilitate Hominum.

Text:  Tone H H Bull-Kjølaas

(…)  That means you accelerate three times during 
the ride. First, from take-off, then before the wagon 
stops, and then accelerating backwards.  At one 
point, the wagon stops again, before it accelerates a 
third time.  
Puah, not a ride for the faint-hearted ! And just a small 
advice: drop the lunch before you go…

Construction of the new attraction started already 
in 2020, but due to the pandemic situation, the 
process was on hold until last year. We are really 
looking for-ward to seeing the results of our work, but 
most of all, we are really looking forward to seeing the 
reaction of our guests after the ride, says Bjørn Håvard
Solli, administrative director at TusenFryd.
The park has been a leader of theme parks in Norway 
for more than 35 years, with over 30 fun attractions for 
all ages, including fast-paced rollercoasters using VR 
technology, carrousels, log rides and much more. In 
between the fun rides you may play fun games or eat 
at one of the many restaurants and cafes. Barnas Fryd
and Frydskogen are packed with rides and activities 
for the little ones, and the water park BadeFryd has a 
swimming pool, a river and a huge waterslide.
All installations go through a thorough test- and quali-
fication process. Safety is always a priority.
Some of the information about the attractions at the 
park, such as details about the technology and con-
struction, maximum speed and g-force and other fea-
tures, will be kept a secret. At least for now.

CHARITY: St. Sunniva Cdry.
presents her PARTNERS. (NOR)



QUOTE

There is a race between mankind and the 

universe. Mankind is trying to build bigger, 

better, faster, and more foolproof machines. 

The universe is trying to build bigger, better and 

faster fools. So far the universe is winning.

Albert EINSTEIN

(1879 - 1955)
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Picture: the soviet ‘Ekranoplan’ 



Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 
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October 28th, 19:00 hrs. Organ Concert by Chev. 
Luc Ponet, Benelux Grand Priory inviting.

The Benelux Grand Priory wanted to offer an exhi-
liarating entree to the next day’s Sovereign Coun-

cil meeting: with a private organ concert in the St. 
John’s Co-Cathedral on the eve of the meeting. 

Our Brother Chev. Jean De Brabander, Hon. Con-
sul to Malta, kindly facilitated the St. John’s Co-
Cathedral being available for this secluded event, 
with the benevolent co-operation of Mrs. Cynthia 
De Giorgio, CEO of the Co-Cathedral, and Mr. 
Stephen Deguera of the Co-Cathedral’s PR-team.

It was a vast privilege to have this concert on that 
iconic place of worship, so immensely important 
to the Saint John’s Order’s history.

Performing artist was the reknown baroque and 
Bach specialist Chev. Luc PONET, KSJ, who intro-
duced his selection of works to us and chose for a 
very varied program. We indulged ourselves in the 
unique and heartfelt, sacral atmosphere of the 

Co-Cathedral by savouring the following antho-
logy of organ works of different ages and prove-
nance.

We started with a playful Praeludium and a quite 
ardent Fugue in G major, (BWV 541) both by J. S. 
Bach. We went over to a Magnificat: this work(…)

The Artist, vibrantly introducing tonight’s works of his 

choice.

Welcome by the host of the

concert

The resonating vaults

This iconic place of 

worship and history
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(…) and version are based on Orlandus Las-
sus’ work, from a Tongeren Organ Manu-
script dating from 1626; Tongeren being the 
eldest city in Belgium, having its ‘city rights’ 
since the Roman empire, and in Tongeren’s
Basilica Chev. Luc Ponet is the titular orga-
nist. Chev. Luc sung each introductory verse 
of the Magnificat himself. We appreciated 
the contemporary simplicity.

We then enjoyed a very subtle Andante Lar-
ghetto and a most triumphant ‘La Réjouis-
sance’ (nomen sit omen) from G. F. Händel. 
Then followed the Choral III in a Minor by 
César Franck, with both lightfooted and 
dark, almost threatening, passages; the con-
trast worked very effectively both ways. 
We adored the ‘Improvisation on a well 
known Hymn Tune’, at least: we were incor-
rectly assuming that it would be well known: 
our Order’s Hymn ! Chev. Luc Ponet let him-
self loose, improvising in the baroque trium-
phant tradition all the way, and intertwined
with the Order’s Hymn one of Flanders most 
known and loved religious Hymns: Our Dear
Lady of Flanders (subtiteld: Love gaveth you
a thousand names), the closing Hymn of our
festive Eucharists and Investitures. 
The artist closed with two works of a reknown
Flemish composer, having been a professor 
of his as well: Flor Peeters (1903-1986), first(…)

Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 

Typical vintage Maltese bus 

interior fragment
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(…) going for a very poetic and intimate
‘Evening song’, and finishing  with a down-
right sizzling ‘Hymn to the Sun’, that felt like it
burnt both your forehead and eyebrows.

Meanwhile the Benelux Grand Priory distribu-
ted to all heads of units a professional recor-
ding of the Order’s Hymn music in an instru-
mental and a choral version: courtesy of the
Flanders Commandery of the Low Countries
Priory. We sincerely hope that these two per-
formances of the Order’s Hymn may lead all
units to knowing and even regularly singing
this wonderful Hymn of ours. Test at the
Spring 2024 Sovereign Council ! 

To bring us to and from the hotel to the con-
cert, the Benelux Grand Priory arranged for
two vintage Maltese busses from the fiftier
years of the 20th Century, to bring us both
ways from the Sliema hotel to the Valletta
city center and back: if you haven’t been
driven around in one of these vintage Mal-
tese busses before, you actually haven’t
been in Malta all the way. It were hilarious
rides with double clutching gear shifting and
roaring engine noises of the past. Let’s just
say that these busses wouldn’t arouse a lot
of applause on any climate conference,
but we were actually grateful for the absen-
ce of LEZ’s in our beloved Malta…

Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 

Viking Chev. Aage Terp  

posing professionally.

Are you serious…: is this our ride ???

Baptism of Christ altar piece Attendee group picture
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The SOVEREIGN COUNCIL 2022

Saturday 29th October 2022
Victoria Hotel/the Palace, Sliema, Malta.

After a warm welcome to the attendees from all over the world
by HE the Lieutenant-Grandmaster Paul Borg, we prayed the
opening devotions, lead by the chairman of the Ecclesiastical
Council of the Order, the Rt. Rev. Niels Refskou. Chev. Ralph
Bucholz was appointed to be the president of the meeting and
Chev. Saviour Garcia to be the secretary of the meeting. Being

verified and confirmed that we were more than in sufficient
numbers of presence, a quorum and sederunt were called. After
reminding that the 1964 Constitution granted by H.M. Peter II of
Yugoslavia is of cardinal importance as the proper legal
foundation and guideline for the meeting, HE the Lieutenant
Grandmaster Paul Borg was reconfirmed in his office of
Lieutenant-Grandmaster until the next Sovereign Council in the
Spring of 2024. The following Grand Officers were confirmed or
installed:
+ Grand Commander: HE Joseph Grech (MLT),
+ Grand Hospitaler: HE Vincent Bonagura (USA),
+ Grand Counselor: HE Boudewijn Franck (B), and
+ Grand Marshal: HE David Wilckens (AU),
They all pledged the oath of office de fideli administratione offi-
cii on the Bible at the closing of the meeting.
The election of the members of the Supreme Court was dele-
gated to the Petit Conseil.
Reports were filed by the Grand Officers as follows:

+ Grand Commander, HE Joseph Grech (MLT), commented on
the matters and decisions of the Petit Conseil since the last (…)

Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 
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Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 

(…) Sovereign Council meeting (2019), on the restoration and refur-
bishment of the HQ, on The International Manual and its adjust-
ments to be presented to the SC, and on the annual international

oblations paid for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021. He declared the
financial statements of 2019 to 2022 and the budget for 2023. The
audited account statements for 2019 to 2021 were approved, as
well as the income and expenditure statement for 2022.
+ Grand Hospitaler, HE Vincent Bonagura (USA), reported on the
2019 to 2021 Philanthropy projects, the remarkable intermediate
amount of +3.100.000 € gained and duly spent for charity causes in
the years 2019 tot 2022, and still counting for this year, and on the
OSJ International philanthropy project for 2022. Later on the mee-

ting, HE Jan Lambrecht, Grand Prior of the Benelux, gave an all
recent and detailed update on the 2021 OSJ International charity
project: the St. John’s Villages in the Gitega region (Burundi).
+ Grand Counselor, HE Boudewijn Franck (B), brought a review of
the contacts with other chivalry groups and of the International
Herald, a subject more explicitely commented on by the Interna-
tional Herald’s editor.
+ on behalf of HE Krister Thelin(SV), parting from his office as our
Grand Marshal due to circumstances beyond his will, a report was

read on the internationally registered coat of arms and trade mark
of the Order and on the legitimacy question. The Petit Conseil and
the attendees of this meeting all conveyed their heartfelt wishes of
health and prosperity to HE Krister Thelin and to his beloved and
confirmed their profound gratitude to HE Krister Thelin for the
remarkable and efficient trail he set out in favour of our Order on
the different domains of his office while being in charge. The (…)

- Credits: pictures by Inez Vermeulen & Jim Howard -
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Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 
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(…) meeting expressed all wishes of good luck to his
successor, HE David Wilckens.

Membership Reports & Activity Reports since the last
Sovereign Council meeting of 19 April 2019 on both
domains of our motto - pro Fide, pro utilutate homi-
num - were presented by the different Grand Priors
and Priors of all units. Members of the Sovereign
Council and Knights and Dames of the Order can
read these extensive reports in the minutes of the
meeting to be sent to all unit leaders.
After the closing devotions lead by by the chairman
of the Ecclesiastical Council, the meeting was adjou-
rned.

Later at the evening, a closing banquet was served
at the State Hall of the venue, giving the opportunity
to found or renew all contacts and friendships in full
international brother- and sisterhood between our
fellow Knights and Dames from Adelaide to San-
Francisco and the many places in between where
our members live and fulfill their duties in society.

The next Sovereign Council meetings will be held in
the Spring of 2024, specific dates and venues to be
timely announced later by the Petit Conseil, and it
will include a fully interactive part of workshops and
meetings, discussing on the strenghts and challenges
of the Order for the next decades, all to be facilita-
ted and initiated by the Petit Conseil. (…)

Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 
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Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 

Petit Conseil & Lt-Grandmaster

Lt-Grandmaster, Petit Conseil and Lieutenants
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The ECUMENICAL 
SERVICE

Sunday 30th 
October, 

St. Andrew’s
Scot’s Church, 

Valletta,
Malta.

Sovereign council weekend, Malta 
October 2022. 



REFLECTIONS on the RELATIONSHIP 
between ETHICS and the LAW

contingencies (e.g., blasphemy as 
related to a particular religion).
With respect to the relation bet-
ween law and morality in a demo-
cratic society, two positions are 

clearly out: 1) that the law has 
nothing at all to do with mora-
lity; 2) that the law is the en-
dorsement of the specific 
morality of a certain 
group (even if this is 
the majority of citi-
zens). The law is 
obviously more 
than a neutral 
instrument for 
keeping the 
peace in 
society. It 
inevitably 
contains 
and proposes 
a certain image of what it is to 
be human and to act in a 
decent, human way. Further-
more, real peace can only be 
defined in terms of what is consi-
dered as a humane way of living 
together. Even though systems 
of law are strongly divergent (…)
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In a liberal-democratic society, the business of the law is 
not to enhance the morality of its citizens, but rather to 
keep the peace so as to enable people to pursue their 
own aims and values with minimum frustration. 
Nevertheless, although it is the business of the law to keep 
the peace, part of keeping the peace is to make sure 
that certain values are at least publicly upheld. This im-
plies, as is actually the case in our society, that the law 
penalizes behaviour that publicly offends moral values 
considered ‘evident’, ‘natural’, or ‘universal’ by the com-
mon sense of the vast majority of people. Attempts at 
giving a strictly rational (e.g., utilitarian) justification of 
such legal prohibitions must fail, or, at least, look extre-
mely artificial. Prohibitions against incest, polyandry or 
polygamy, sadomasochism, cannibalism – even if perpe-
trated in private and with previous consent – cannot (at 
least not in a straightforward way) be justified on utilita-
rian grounds. They can best be understood as expressing 
what is unthinkable, abhorrent or abominable to the 

overwhelming majority of people (even of different cultu-
ral backgrounds). On the other hand, there doesn’t seem 
to be a clear line as to which values are or should be a 
matter of legal intervention. Over time, changes occur as 
to what is of concern to the law and what not (e.g., 
slapping or spanking of children at home or in school; 
suicide; homosexuality; etc.). In certain cases, legal 
prohibitions obviously are the result of historical

REFLECTIONS on

the RELATIONSHIP between ETHICS and the LAW



(…) in certain respects, in some sense they are also strongly 
similar (even to such a degree that one could speak of the 
implicit presence of a kind of ‘natural law’: no murdering, 
no stealing, no dishonouring, etc.). On the other hand, to 
expect that the law simply endorses a certain morality (e.g., 
with respect to work on holy days, or in matters of marriage
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able or sacred. It is not only religious people for whom clo-
ning is unthinkable, or human life (even before birth, or 
when maintained in a deep coma) sacred. Furthermore, if 
David Hume is right, no morality is strictly rational, all con-
tain ‘particularistic’ elements, all are somehow related to 
particular (culturally determined) attitudes towards life and 
death, sex and family, etc. - attitudes that from an external 
or neutral point of view seem arbitrary.

So, if there is no formula to decide what should be the ex-
act relationship between the law and morality, if this can 
only be determined via the ongoing discussion and deci-
sion-making within a society in a particular historic setting, 
there doesn’t seem to be any reason why religious people 
or religious groups only should be excluded a priori from 
this discussion. On the contrary, especially in a political sys-
tem in which state and church are separate, it seems ac-
ceptable, even recommendable, that religious groups 
contribute in their specific way to political discussion and 
decision-making. Institutionalised churches backed by lar-
ge segments of the public do no doubt represent social 
opinion and moral group-awareness. In an interesting 
study (Public Religions in the Modern World, Univ. of Chica-
go Press, 1994), sociologist José Casanova argues convin-
cingly that it is an asset when the voice of religion is heard 
in public debate on important issues. It is hypocritical – as 
now sometimes happens – that church leaders are praised 
when they take a stand that pleases political leaders, but 
then are rebuked when, in other issues, they voice con-
cerns which from their point of view are (…)

and divorce) 

seems unac-
ceptable and 
even unwork-
able in a ‘plu-
ralist’ society.

It is not 
uncommon 
today to think 
that the 
relationship 
between law 
and morality 
is particularly 
problematic 
in the case of

a religiously based morality because of its non-rational and
particularistic character. Indeed, all sorts of contradictory
elements may be held to be sacred, unthinkable, abomina-

ble, etc. from the point of view of religiously based morali-
ties. However, it is wrong to think that only these kinds of mo-
rality contain such categories. Non-religiously based morali-
ties too may be concerned with what is held to be unthink-

REFLECTIONS on
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(…) equally justified. Instead of trying the impossible, i.e., 
to eliminate the influence of religions from the public 
sphere, it is better to see them as important players contri-
buting to the ongoing conversation between the law and 
social values.

The British conservative philosopher Michael Oakeshott 
claims that there is a prima facie reasonableness and legi-
timacy attached to existing laws; and unless there are 
clear and overriding reasons for reform, the law should be 
kept as it is, certainly in its fundamental aspects or ele-
ments. (This is also the reason why changes in the law, es-
pecially basic laws, usually require the fulfilment of special 
or additional conditions and requirements.) Changing the 
law in substantial ways inevitably raises the possibility of 
side-effects which were not or could not be foreseen. The 
law is always the result of certain historical circumstances 
and contingencies. Reform should cope with new de-
mands by upsetting existing laws as little as possible. What 
is, politically speaking, particularly wrongheaded from a 
conservative standpoint, is the attempt to frame the law 
into a value-neutral or even utilitarian instrument, or to use 
it in order to bring about a completely secular or, worse 
even, (supposedly) ideal society. Is there a ‘golden mean’ 
between fanatic traditionalism and fanatic progressivism? 
The only guideline seems to be to start from where we are, 
from the already existing laws, to be wary of fast or sub-
stantial changes, and to see what is advisable in the light 
of the largest possible consensus with respect to the
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value(s) in question. With respect to decency, for example, 
it does not make sense to give in to the extreme demands 
of certain fundamentalists. But what is equally wrong is to

create the impression that really anything goes. In view of 
the presence of certain traditional groups in society, it may 
be even wise to be somewhat more reticent than would 
otherwise be necessary. It is perhaps not impossible to con-
vince a modern public that since requirements of decency 
are inescapable and desirable, individual acts that might 
be seen (by some) as unduly provocative should be 
censored. (…)

Justinian mosaic, Ravenna
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(…) Human beings and moral and religious oppositions 
being what they are, it is always possible that the golden 
mean is not found, that time does not play the role of 
Great Leveller, but on the contrary leads to an increase in 
tensions and even to eruptions of violence. Tragedies of 
this kind are not uncommon, even in these very days. It is 
paradoxical that religion, which is a major source of such 
tragedies (but not the only one), is at the same time one 
of the few ways to cope with tragedy.
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these insiders themselves are prepared to see newcomers 
as guests who should be able to preserve their own dignity 
in the new situation.

Especially from the conservative-philosophical point of 
view, the intrinsic importance of identity and dignity, and 
the close link between identity and group values should 
be emphasised. Therefore, ‘natives’ (‘autochthones’) 
should understand that it is essential to the peaceful inte-
gration of newcomers that these can up to a certain de-
gree retain their identity, and that changes in the law to 
this effect may be necessary. Newcomers should be con-
vinced that as ‘guests’ they have to obey the established 

basic rules, that it will take time to integrate their own 
values within the fabric of society, and that this will require 
adaptation both from them and from the ‘natives’. It 
seems to me that a conservative politics with respect to 
already prevailing values and customs may be more ea-
sily explicable to immigrants favouring traditional values. 
They will more readily understand that the ‘natives’ can-
not be required to give up or abruptly change their way of 
living, their form of political organisation; especially, if

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ
Prof. Em., Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B).
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding 
it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of 
the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Isaiah 9:6-7



CHARITY: OSJ St. Sunniva - Østfold Groupe
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CHARITY: OSJ St. Sunniva -
ØSTFOLD Group

Sovereign Council 2022 
The Østfold Groupe has been active this fall, and it started 
out splendidly with a visit to Malta and the attendants at 
the Sovereign Council. This was Vibeke’s and Anders's first 
visit to the island and it will not be the last. The entire long 
weekend was filled with interesting stories, places and 
people. Lots of new acquaintances were made and old 
acquaintances became good friends. 

Gifts that keep on giving 
As the days grow shorter, and the need for light increases, 
we try to do our part as fellow human beings. This fall we 
have focused on distributing Christmas workshop material 
to different partners. These boxes contain a large number 
of other materials, which the children can work with for 
several days. Giving them an opportunity to be creative 
and at the same time make gifts they themselves can pass 
on to others. It is a gift that keeps on giving! 

The Hospital of Østfold
The children- and youth division have several bedposts 
and is at all time working at total capacity with about 30 
children in various treatments. Preschool teacher Linda is 
very grateful for our contribution to the clinic and 
appreciates our cooperation. We received in return a 
beautiful “Thank you card” from the staff. 
(…)

Sovereign Council: the Danish – Norwegian delegation

Østfold hospital: the staff at the children- and youth division
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(…)

Blue Cross Norway children’s station in Fredrikstad
Blue Cross Norway owns and operates 54 different 
institutions situated in most parts of Norway. They 
have treatment institutions, outpatient activities, 
work focused on the needs of children and teen-
agers, they own secondary schools, street-based 
activities, housing centres, local groups and more. 
In the city of Fredrikstad, we have started to sup-
port the Blue Cross children’s station. This is a cen-

tre run mainly by donations and the support of 
volunteers in addition to permanent staff. This is a 
low-threshold offer to children and their families, in 
need of help to undertake spare time activities, 
help with homework and an occasional hot meal. 
We gave them both Christmas-workshop-material 
and headsets to distribute. 

Åsebråten relief centre
Åsebråten centre is a municipal service aimed at 
relief towards parents in dire need of help with their 
children who often have complex challenges that 
combine behaviour, medical conditions and psy-
chiatry difficulties. This is an around-the-clock faci-
lity that offers the possibility for the children to re-
ceive a different form of guidance, socialize, and 
conduct spare time activities, and at the same 
time, it provide parents with heavy upbringing bur-

dens an opportunity to rest and gather strength to 
cope with their lives. 
(…)

CHARITY: OSJ St. Sunniva -
ØSTFOLD Group

Preschool teacher Linda and Anders

Manager Hege and Vibeke

Healthcare worker Ann Kristin, Social 
worker Nastheeo, and Vibeke

Manager Hege and Anders
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(…)
Fellowship of Masonic Lodges in Østfold
On the first Sunday of Advent, we were invited to the Fellow-
ship of Masonic Lodges in Østfold’s traditional Advent Con-
cert in the city of Moss. At the concert, we were awarded 
with the Fellowship’s annual gift of 10.000 euros which was 
divided equally between OSJ St. Sunniva Østfold Groupe 
and the Shelter for Addicts in Moss. We are very thankful for 
the continued contribution from different masonic lodges in 
the county. Their commitment to charity is rooted in old tradi-
tions, and we are grateful for their support in our work for 
children and youths in Østfold. 

Anders & Vibeke 
OMBERG,

KSJ                 DSJ

CHARITY: OSJ St. Sunniva -
ØSTFOLD Group

Østfold

Vibeke, Worshipful Master Oddgeir, and Kate, the manager of 
the Shelter for Addicts
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At this Christmas when

Christ comes, will He find a 

warm heart ? 

Mark the season of Advent 

by loving and serving the

others with God’s own love 

and concern. 

Mother Theresa



St. Francis Commandery, after a two year Covid hiatus , held 
their annual Polo Benefit on August 21 at the Wine Country Polo 
Club in Santa Rosa, CA.
It was a beautiful late summer afternoon with two excellent 
polo matches, featuring four outstanding polo teams sponso-
red by Commandery members.
During the short break between matches, a bountiful lunch was 
served featuring local wines while the traditional hat contest 
and champagne divot stomp was carried out on the field. 
Dame Ruth Matz led the planning committee which included 
Chevaliers Bill Chadwick, Gordon Hess, Terry Moran, Paul Grif-
fin, and Christopher Barnes. Chevaliers Stephen Pendas, Ettore 
Leale, Keith Dion, and Dame Barbara Weghorn were very help-
ful during the event which attracted more than 120 members, 
guests, and the general public. The event began with the Scot-
tish bagpiper leading the color guard to present the colors to 
Chevalier Christopher Barnes. After the first match and the in-
termission with lunch, hat contest, and divot stomp, the second 
exciting match was held and the winners were congratulated 
to the applause of the guests. 
Concluding the afternoon event was a very exciting perfor-
mance by the California Cow Girls, a ladies drill team that per-
forms events all over California.  A successful boot appeal was 
also held, raising additional money to be given to charities that 
support wounded veterans in the Bay Area.  (…)
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CHARITY: VETERANS ACTIONS,
St. Francis Cdry., Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

REPORT: PRIORY of the PACIFIC, Veterans
Actions, Polo Game and Clover,

Autumn 2022



(…) An additional charity that the Commandery supports is the 
Wounded Boats for Veterans which is involved in restoring the classic 
68-ft gaff rigged topsail Cutter “Clover.”  During WW II “Clover” was 
impounded by the British Royal Navy and had an assessor on board 
to evaluate damage to ships returning to port after being attacked 
by German U Boats. “Clover” ended up as a charter boat in the 
Caribbean in the 1970’s and finally ended up in San Francisco in the 
1990’s before lying dormant and falling on hard times.

Chevalier Terry Moran, with guidance and inspiration from his father 
Fergus, took on the restoration of “Clover”  and founded WBFV using 
veterans to assist in the restoration.  Considerable work is to be done 
and a variety of veterans with differing skills aid in the restoration and 
are given specific responsibilities which creates a sense of purpose 
and a goal to accomplish.
When completed “Clover” will be sailing on San Francisco Bay with 
veterans on board who have given many volunteer hours to her 
restoration.

St. Francis Commandery held their annual general meeting on No-
vember 5, 2022 at the Via Piccolo restaurant in Tiburon, CA.  Che-
valier Tom Gilheany, CGSJ, Commander of the Commandery pre-
sided and Chevaliers Terry Moran and Brian Bean reported on the 
programs that they represent and supervise. Chevalier Bean came 
from Idaho and reported on the Lava Lake horse riding program 
which works with the Veterans Administration to give veterans the 
opportunity to ride on mountain trails with experienced cowboys 

and to camp out and build new relationships. It is a fulfilling new 
experience.  St. Francis was instrumental in giving this important
program initial funding which has benefited many veterans. (…)
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CHARITY: VETERANS ACTIONS,
St. Francis Cdry, Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 
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CHARITY: VETERANS ACTIONS,
St. Francis Cdry, Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

*****(…)

Project Healing Waters

Chevalier William Chadwick is pre-

senting a check from St. Francis 

Commandery to the project 

coordinator of Homes for 

Veterans at the 

ground 

breaking. 

Polo game

Polo game

Clover restauration

Clover restauration

Clover restauration



(…) Chevalier Terry Moran updated the Commandery on the resto-
ration of the classic yacht “Clover” and reported that she could very 
well be sailing on San Francisco Bay in 2023. Commander Gilheany
and Chevalier Paul Griffin presented Chevalier Moran with a subs-
tantial check to continue work on “Clover.”

Dame Ruth Matz and Chevalier William Chadwick gave the Com-
mandery detailed information about a new charity that will be sup-
ported which is building new housing for homeless veterans. This pro-
ject is located in Marin County,  near San Francisco, and will be 
monitored by Dame Matz and Chevalier Chadwick.  They attended 
the initial ground breaking ceremony and the project was well re-
ceived by the veterans in attendance. 

Chevalier Christopher Barnes, reminded the group that Veterans 
Day (Remembrance Day) was a time of reflection, and remember-
red on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month with a mo-
ment of silence, marking the end of WW I. Poppies are sold in the U.S. 
and Commonwealth countries to raise money for veterans. 
Chevalier Barnes then recited the famous poem “In Flanders Fields”, 
written on May 3, 1915 by Lt.Col. John. McCrae to remember a fal-
len friend.  The poem is often read in Churches on Veterans Day to 
remember the fallen in all wars.
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CHARITY: VETERANS ACTIONS,
St. Francis Cdry, Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

Biz Obley, KJSJ.
Prior,

Pacific Priory (USA)

Ground breaking for Homes 

for Veterans. 



The Pope breaks down in tears as he mentioned the suffering of Ukrainian people

Thursday December 8th 2022, Pope Francis was moved to tears on Thursday while mentioning the suffering of Ukraini-
ans during a traditional public prayer in central Rome.
Pope Francis on Thursday travelled to Rome’s Piazza di Spagna for his customary act of veneration to Our Lady, on the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception liturgically celebrated on 8 December by the Church. It is customary for the
Holy Father to travel to the Column of the Immaculate Conception on the feast day, though the last two years the visit

4040

has been private and very early in the morning in order 
to adhere to restrictions put in place for the Covid-19 
pandemic.
Traditionally, the Pope places a bouquet of white roses 

at the base of the column and prays for her interces-
sion to help all people in their suffering and struggles.
This year, the Pope focused his prayers, in a special 
way, on peace in the world, and especially for peace 
in "martyred" Ukraine. In praying to Our Lady, the Pope 
recalled that after two years, he returns to her and, he 
said, "I bring you the thanks and supplications of all 
your children, near and far”. The Pope brought the 
thanksgivings of the young, old, and families, and pray-
ed for peace in Ukraine, even stopping his prayer as he 
shed a tear at the thought of the troubled land. He 
also brought forward the prayers of young people for

the future, and of young couples, who seek inspiration in the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Joseph.

The Pope concluded his prayer, "looking to you who are without sin," with the hope that we might "continue to believe 
and hope that love might conquer hatred, that truth might conquer lies, that pardon might conquer offenses, that 
peace might conquer war ! ”

Pope Francis 

prayed before 

the Column of 

the Immaculate 

Conception



2022 General Chapter BENELUX Grand Priory (B)
Grimbergen Abbey, 19 November 2022.
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REPORT: 2022 General Chapter
BENELUX Grand Priory (B)

After the welcome by the Grand Prior Jan Lambrecht and 
the opening devotions warmly lead by Prelate Eric Petré, 
the members present introduce themselves for as far as 
necessary. The Grand Prior opens with some announce-
ments, and thanks the members for the renewed trust for
another four years in the office. 
The staff members who attended at the Sovereign Council 
weekend in Malta from 28 to 31 October evaluate the
whole weekend. Some positive elements are stressed, like 
the wonderful interaction with fellow members from all
over the world, working hard to live up to our motto, and 
the more interactive character of the next Sovereign 
Council in the Spring of 2024, with workshops to be
facilitated and prepared by the Petit Conseil. Some
constructive suggestions were made to optimalize the
organization and communication before and during the
Sovereign Council weekend, and to alleviate the enor-
mous task to have this weekend organized for the Lieu-
tenant Grandmaster and the Maltese members. 
Grand Counsilor Boudewijn Franck updates us on various
aspects and some decisions made at the Sovereign 
Council weekend, a.o.: the appointment/election of the
new Grand Marshal, Chev. David Wilckens; the donation
for charity purposes of the Refugio house in Northern Spain 
(Villalcazar) to the local council with the notarial deed to
be drawn in the nearer future; the raise of the Oblation to
Malta from 50 €  to 70 € per Knight/Dame from next year
on; his warm thanks to the Grand Prior for running the Inter-
national Herald. (…)

Chev. Dr. 

Joris 

KOZIEJ
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(…) Prior Luc Vanerum gently added his appreciation for the organizing of 
the organ concert, on the eve of the Sovereign Council, in the St. John’s Co-
Cathedral of all places, where our Cdry. Loon Brother Luc Ponet treated the
attendees to an unforgettable, high standard organ concert. We thank the
availability of the Co-Cathedral, such a crucial place of worship and history
for the Order, to our Cdry. Loon Brother Jean De Brabander qq. Hon. Consul 
to Malta and the Co-Cathedral team. The rides back and forth between the
venue Hotel in Sliema and the Co-Cathedral in Valletta in these 50’er years
vintage Maltsese gems of busses were a comfortabele and hilarious extra. 
The Sovereign Council weekend report given, we proceeded to the main
course of the afternoon meeting: an exposé by our Brother Joris KOZIEJ, from
Ukraïnian origin, titled: “Ukraïne and the life of my mother”: a biographic
and historical causerie about life in the Ukraïne in the last Century. It was a 
most moving account - for the audience as well as for the speaker - of pro-
secution, soviet governement planned hardships and mass starvation (holo-
domors), deportations, working camps, two world wars, refugee emigration
and adaptation to a new society in an adversary environment. There are 
simply no words fit to describe what these people had to endure. We than-
ked the speaker for this brave and striking testimony, the more touching by 
the new unspeakable horror inflicted by the Russians ons the Ukraine since
last 24 February. The speaker is finishing his book on the very subject, to be

edited before the end of this year: “Everybody loves the Ukraïne, not the
Ukraïnians.” Warmly recommended !
After the closing of the General Chapter, we celebrated the Eucharist, lead 
by the Prelate Eric Petré, in the wonderful Basilica Sacristy, followed by a 
very instructive and detailed tour at the micro-brewery of the abbey, where
we tasted three new beers accompanied by a warm and tasty buffet in the
cosy Saint Norbert hall of the Abbey’s Fenikshof. Chancellor Dame Gretel De 
Meyer and Master of Ceremony Chev. Geert D’Hondt guided us seemlessly
through the buildings and the evening. 

2022 General Chapter
Benelux Grand Priory (B)
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Be not afraid 

of going slow, 

be afraid 

of standing still.

Japanese proverb
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REFLECTIONS on
The BIRTH of JESUS 

Each year at Christmas time, there are stronger than usual vibrations of Christ-love and joy that emanate 

to our planet earth from heaven. Being a Knight or Dame through our Pro Fide, we are much more in tune 
through devotion, deep prayer and can feel the transforming vibrations of the omnipresent consciousness 
that was in Christ Jesus. 

To celebrate the birth of Jesus in solely materialistic ways is a desecration of the meaning of his holy life 
and the immortal message of divine love and God-union that he preached.

The message of the ‘heavenly host’ to the shepherds in the countryside of Bethlehem was ‘on earth 
peace, good will toward men.’ Peace in the world starts with peace in our individual hearts. ‘ The peace 

of God, which passed all understanding’ (Philippians 4-7) is the peace Jesus came to bring to man. It is 
the only sure foundation for world amity. It is found in the interiorized state of one’s God-communion in 
prayer and meditation. Then, like an ever full reservoir, it pours out freely to your family, friends, 
community, nation and the world. 

If everyone lived the ideals exemplified in the life of Jesus, having made those qualities a part of their own 
selves through meditation, a millennium of peace and brotherhood would come on earth! A person, who 
is imbued with God’s peace feels goodwill toward all. The crib of ordinary consciousness is very small, 
filled to the capacity with self-love. The cradle of goodwill of Christ-love holds the Infinite Consciousness 
that includes all beings, all nations, all races and faiths as one. 

May all of you enjoy a Blessed Christmas time ! The ideal is to honor Christ in Spirit in meditation from mor-
ning till evening, absorbed in feeling in one’s own consciousness the Infinite Christ that was born in Jesus. 

Inez Vermeulen, DGSJ,
Intendant

Loon Commandery,
Low Countries (B) 
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In Memoriam: Chev. Ralph N. Cole, °1924 – +2022.

Ralph Noble Cole was in his sophomore year at Occidental, CA, 
and engaged to fellow student Susan Regan when he was re-
cruited by the Army following the attack on Pearl Harbor. After 
basic training he shipped out to the European theater to join the 
invasion force, landing shortly after D-Day.  He served in the 89th 
Infantry Division as an artillery forward observer during the strug-
gle across France, Luxemburg and Germany including heavy 
fighting crossing the Rhine. 
In 1945 as the war ended 89th Division arrived at the Nazi’s Ohr-
druf Death Camp, a subcamp of the Buchenwald concentration 
camp, and the first such camp liberated by US troops. The grue-
some scenes of starvation and murder among the prisoners being 
liberated remained with Ralph for his lifetime. 
Ralph and Susan married upon his return from Europe. Ralph 
completed his education and entered the insurance industry 

while remaining on the Army reserve where his final appointment 
was as Chief of Staff 351st Civil Affairs Command, in Sunnyvale, 
CA. He was awarded the Legion of Merit for exceptionnally meri-
torious conduct in the performance of outstanding services and 
achievements.
Ralph was one of the early members of the Commandery of St. 
Francis established by a group of former Army officers, all WW2 
combatants, with the mission of assisting injured veterans in the 
Bay Area.  He attended all the Investitures without fail and was a 

regular feature at the Commandery lunch meetings at which he 
instigated the wearing of name tags "to help his fading memory".  
Ralph was predeceased by his beloved Susan in 2014. They leave 
four children and several grandchildren. 

Lest we forget !
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In Memoriam: Chev. Ralph N. COLE 
The last of our Greatest Generation warriors (USA) 

Project Healing Waters

IN THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN 

AND IN THE MORNING 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM !



In Memoriam: Chev. Gianny FEILNER (CH) 

With deep regret and sorrow, the Deutschschweiz Priory communicates that our 
beloved brother, Bailiff Wolfgang Feilner, has, at the age of 99 years, departed 
from us to join the Risen Lord. Bailiff Feilner died in the morning of the 21st day of 
November 2022, Our deep sympathy goes to his family and relatives and to all 
members of the Deutschschweiz Priory.

Gianny, as he was affectionately known to all that knew him, will be long remem-
bered. Like other confreres who, like him, had passed to eternal life, believed that 
sound dedication based on solid Christian values was a prerequisite for the 
progress of our Order and that the education of youths was the key to all change 
not only within our Order but also for the renewal of the world.  It is of value to point 
out that Gianny was the pioneer, the key, the factotum who in 2003 had starting 
work to unite Priories under the one Constitution given by the Late King Peter II of 

Yugoslavia having one Headquarters in Malta i.e. OSJ(Malta) as it is today.

Gianny had served the Order for over 30 years, during which time I have known 
him to be a Brother, in Christ and in Saint John, of great generosity, always prompt 
to be of help towards his neighbour. He was, throughout his life, a man of great 
moral standing, an esteemed professional and a great advisor.

Besides his gentlemanly qualities, kindness, calmness under stress, his gift of inspiring 
and encouraging others and above all that smile which was always on his face 

and that word of comfort will never be forgotten especially by those who knew 
him well.

The loss of such a personality, a fine friend, a kind man and a gentleman of undis-
putable character is of an immeasurably sadness.

Paul M. BORG, OSJ,
Lt-Grandmaster
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In Memoriam: 
Chev. Gianny FEILNER (CH) 

You were not just a Brother 
in Saint John and a friend
You were a confidant and a 

source of inspiration and 
motivation

You will always stay alive in 
the memories and hearts of

Brethren who knew you well



QUOTE
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What are you going to find this

Christmas ? 
I’ll tell you what you’re going to

find: you’ll find what you’re looking

for. 

And there’s no better time than

Christmas to become the kind of 
seekers the wise men embodied. 

Wise people still seek Christ. 

Rick Warren



FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY 
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Everyone knows the motto that was coined during the French Revolution: 
‘Liberty, equality, fraternity’. We cannot have anything against these 
ideals, for they have their roots in the Gospel message. Even in the earliest 
civilizations, they were not uncommon, even if they were not always 
honoured, let alone observed.

Even in our time, these remain great ideals and we find them in many a 
constitution. They seem to have acquired an important place as the 
cement of society. A world order without the pursuit of freedom, equality, 
and fraternity is unthinkable. Did the initiators of the French Revolution 
intend to put the pursuit of freedom first and fraternity last? I think so, 
because without freedom, equality and fraternity will remain but pious 
hopes. Yet it was important not just to stick to liberty and equality, but to 
link it explicitly to fraternity. If freedom and equality do not lead to greater 
fraternity, then there is something wrong with both. This is exactly what we
seem to be seeing today. The slogans of freedom and equality are heard everywhere, but it seems that they are aimed at 

reinforcing individualism rather than fraternity. In fact, that seems to be one of the key problems we face today. Fraternity
has become freedom’s and equality’s forgotten little brother. Worse still, when freedom and equality are disconnected 
from fraternity, they seem to lose their direction and literally go adrift. They have lost their anchor point where they ultima-
tely need to be in order to weather the storms of all sorts of ideologies, especially the ideology of wanting to absolutize. 
This seems to be by far the biggest problem facing the ideals of freedom and equality in our society today. They are being 
absolutized and stripped of the framework in which they reside and in which they must remain. And they lose an impor-
tant, perhaps the most important, orientation towards which they should continue to be directed: the promotion of a 
greater fraternity among all people.  

The absolutization of freedom has undeniably led to individualism and has cut the ties that enable a human being to 
become a person. To say ‘person’ is to say ‘relationship’: relationship with one’s neighbour, relationship (…)

Reflections on: 
FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY (B) 
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(…) with the wider environment, relationship with the Supreme Being. Man is the fruit of relationships, even if we consider 
man on a purely biological level. No matter how artificial the fertilization process may be, it will always have to involve the 
fusion of a male sperm cell with a female egg cell. Ideally, this fusion should not be a purely biological event, but rather 
one that takes place in the context of a relationship of love between a man and a woman. The whole upbringing from 
the very beginning is based on relationship. In spite of all earlier theories, man’s growth remains largely determined by

what he learns in his upbringing. For the further develop-
ment of his life, man constantly needs others and must 
realize that he bears responsibility for others. The philoso-
pher Emmanuel Levinas put it very well: my humanity 
precedes my freedom. In saying this, one is inadvertently 
limiting freedom. For it is made subordinate to humanity, 
call it fraternity; it is framed within it. So, our freedom is 
always a related freedom. The difference between an 
individual and a person is precisely this humanity, which is 
absent and rejected in the one and promoted in the 
other. 

Always in the background is Cain’s cry: ‘Am I my brother’s 
keeper?’ (Gn 4:9). Those who demand absolute freedom 
repeat this dramatic question and respond with a nega-
tive answer. But they also disrupt the relationship with the 
wider environment and society as a whole. The greater 
ecological sensitivity that is growing today calls precisely

on everyone’s sense of responsibility to care for Mother Earth together. We are called upon to be good stewards and not 
just selfish consumers only interested in our own benefits that we can draw from the earth. On the contrary, a good ste-
ward is expected to look not only at himself, but at others and at the wider environment. Caring for the common good 
becomes the priority. This way, the care for the integrity of creation is no longer an empty slogan. 

The relationship that is perhaps most marginalized and ignored today is that with God. It is the transcendental (…)

Reflections on: 
FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY (B) 
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(…) dimension that has disappeared from the lives of many, completely obscured. Absolute freedom is claimed in the 
face of God, as well. People want to be their own god. The consequence is that man falls back on himself entirely and 

is given the final responsibility for it. This may sound positive at first, but it is not at all. From then on, the entire weight 
and burden of his life weighs on his own shoulders. One closes oneself off from the possibility of transcending pain, 
suffering, and setbacks, and placing them in a broader picture. When we close our lives off from the transcendent and

It started with the demand for equal rights for men and women, which would further branch out into the renunciation of 
any form of discrimination based on colour, race, and ethnic differences. We can only applaud this movement, becau-
se when one takes the Gospel message seriously, one comes to the same conclusion. However, did we not at some 
point confuse equality with equivalence? Man and woman are not equal, on the contrary, they are unique in their 
gender, but equivalent in their being human. A person’s gender cannot be the basis for giving one more (…)

see only the here and now, suffering and setbacks 
can only be seen and experienced as the disruptors 
of our momentary happiness, which is the only goal 
in life. In that case, death is the greatest and most 
terrible disturber and the greatest enemy in life. 
When there is no perspective of the transcendent 
and when life after death is dismissed as an illusion, 

man’s only aim is to push death aside as much as 
possible, and when life is said to be hopeless becau-
se of suffering, to take the decision to die into his 
own hands. It is the last act one can perform in ab-
solute freedom. Again, the suffering it causes others 
is not taken into account.

In addition to the absolutization of freedom and the 
disconnection of fraternity, we are also seeing a 

growing tendency to absolutize equality. This is 
increasingly common in the debate about gender.

Reflections on: 
FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY (B) 
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(…) value than the other. As long as one considered the concept of ‘equality’ as ‘equivalence’ there was no problem. 
The problem arose when equality was no longer linked to equivalence and was separated from it, and in a subsequent 
movement, yes, even absolutized. The whole debate about gender today, and the extreme positions that are taken, 
are bathed in this movement, which is actually based on a pure confusion of terms.

Our starting point is that there is a given quality in every human being that cannot be changed arbitrarily. This given 
quality is his or her biological identity. We are born a man or a woman and are biologically determined in this way. It 
may be that certain people do not feel psychologically identical to their biological identity. We can understand these

people, and sometimes they wish to make certain medical adjust-
ments to their biological and physical identity. We are not here to 
judge them. 

However, with the trend to redefine and absolutize the concept of 
'equality', the entire gender movement has now come to question 
this biological fact in an initial phase and, on the other hand, to 
give greater and even more crucial weight to the psychological 
experience of one’s sexual identity. The next step is to declare 
everyone gender-neutral, leaving them free to choose whether to 
call the-selves men or women, or any other intermediate form 
imaginable, or to manifest themselves as gender-neutral. There is 
no longer any need for medical intervention in order to change

one’s gender. A simple statement is enough to have his or her gender changed on one’s identity papers. This process, 
which initially took place on a personal level, now has far-reaching social ramifications, and one is threatened with 
being accused of discriminatory behaviour if one has a different opinion and declares it publicly.  

In the wake of this movement, education is increasingly moving away from the existing role models that were tradition-
nally present in the family context. Textbooks are being adapted to make them as gender-neutral as possible. The tradi-
tional family with a father and a mother is no longer presented as ‘normal’, but only as one of the possibilities (…)

Reflections on: 
FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY (B) 



52

(…) for forming a family. Where previously a distinction was made in the use of lavatories, now gender-neutral lavatories 
are being installed, because maintaining the distinction between men and women would be too discriminatory. What 
else are they going to come up with to further radicalize this trend and force it through in all kinds of ways ?

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General
Brothers of Charity.

In all this, we could ask ourselves what it would 
mean if, instead, we were to absolutize frater-
nity, and elevate it above liberty and equality, 
instead of making it completely subordinate 
and, in certain cases, neglecting it. Perhaps 
then we would arrive at a more logical adop-
tion of the ideal that was launched at the time 
of the French Revolution, and humanity would 
regain the place that it deserves within the trio. 
But we do not have to absolutize fraternity to 
get what we are asking for. Let us simply conti-
nue to use fraternity as a reference in our pursuit 
of more freedom and equality, in order to 
achieve a balanced view of mankind and, in 
the wake of this view of mankind, a balanced 
view of society, as well.

Reflections on: 
FRATERNITY, alongside and together with LIBERTY and EQUALITY (B) 
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QUOTE
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So God throws open the door of this world and 
enters as a baby. As the most vulnerable

imaginable. Because He wants unimaginable
intimacy with you. 

What religion ever had a god that wanted such
intimacy with us that He came with such

vulnerability to us ? 
What God ever came so tender we could touch

Him? 
So fragile that we could break him ? 

So vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could
be hurt ? 

Only the One who loves you to death.

Ann VOSKAMP



PERSONALIA
International obituary:
Several members in different Priories unfortunately passed away from this life; I refer to the In Memoriae on pages 45 and
46 for Chev. Ralph N. COLE, an American WWII veteran from the Pacific Priory, and Bailiff Em. Gianny FEILNER of the
Deutschschweiz Priory (CH). Our deepest gratitude remains for the achievements and fraternity of all deceased within
and beyond the Order. May they all rest in the peace of our Lord; their name liveth for evermore !

Elections and Nominations, Promotions
Was elected to the office of Grand Marshall: Bailiff David Edward WILCKENS, OSJ. Most heartfelt congratula-
tions to Brother David and all the wisdom and strength in the fulfillment of this office, in succession of Bailiff
Krister THELIN, OSJ. We are utmost gratefull for the achievements of gentleman-judge-diplomat Bailiff Krister 
THELIN as our Grand Marshall of the Order.

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL: LET’S MEET AGAIN in the Spring of 2024 !
The recent Sovereign Council lying behind us, you’ll find some coverage on the event in this edition, it is time to look for-

ward to the next international meeting for us all.
As announced in the report on the last Sovereign Council, the next Sovereign Council meeting will be held in the Spring of
2024, specific dates and venues to be timely announced by the Petit Conseil.
It will include a fully interactive part of workshops and meetings, discussing on the strenghts and challenges of the Order
for the next decades, all to be facilitated and initiated by the Petit Conseil.

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information in this magazine, including all articles, does not make any claims. Any information offered
is expressly the opinion of the creator/author of that material. It is respectfully offered to you to explore, in the hope and
with the intention that exploring this material will be informative and helpful to you. This magazine contains (…)

54

Christmas is joy, religious joy, 
an inner joy of light and peace.

Pope Francis 
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(…) material protected under International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties. You may not publish, display, dis-
close, modify, distribute, or create derivative works based on the magazine contents or any part thereof.

LITTLE WORD FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 4/2022 International Herald, the yearly Christmas edition. My sin-
cerest gratitude goes out to all authors who have contributed to our International Herald: we adore our loyal authors
for reporting and reflecting in each edition on all the Order’s good works and high spirits. Keep up the splendid action
on both domains of our motto, and do NOT forget to send me content: in Word and - separately – useable pictures in
Jpeg or comparable format by the end of February to come, at the latest, for the 1/2023 edition to be issued.
Christmas, just like a covid lockdown of the recent past, offers us the opportunity to pause and reflect on the important
things around us. Like Frederick Buechner states: it is impossible to conceive how different things would have turned out
if that birth had not happened whenever, wherever, however it did ... for millions of people who have lived since, the
birth of Jesus made possible not just a new way of understanding life but a new way of living it. It is a truth that, for
twenty centuries, there have been untold numbers of men and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so
grasped by the child who was born, so caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found
themselves profoundly changed by their relationship with him.
I wish you all to fully grasp the Wonder in this Advent time, to tackle the challenge of cutting through all the glitz and
glam of the season and to be reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.
More than ever: gently take care of each other and of your fellow man within and beyond the Order, as you always
did !
Pray for the courageous people in the Ukraïne to get unharmed through this horror winter inflicted upon them.

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John,

OSJ, Editor,
Benelux Grand Prior

Our God is the God of the unexpected. A few 
things could be more unexpected than the King 
of heaven being born in a stable.

Bill Crowder
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