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Excellencies 

Brothers and Sisters 

It is an honour to attend my first Sovereign Council meeting 
and to present this report on behalf of the South Australian 
Priory Administrative Council (PAC) and the members of 
the SA Priory. 

The Order in South Australia began in as a Commandery 
in 1985 becoming a Priory in 1992. We currently have 90 
members, 63 Knights, 22 Dames and 5 Clergy. The Priory 
is well established in Adelaide where we have regular 
events with Investitures and Services being conducted in 
the Priory’s Conventual Church. 

As with many others, the Priory has felt the impact of the 
pandemic over the past two years. Normal meetings and 
activities including fund-raising events have been can-
celled or postponed and PAC meetings were conducted 
online.  However, we were very fortunate in South Aus-
tralia and escaped many of the protracted lockdowns and 
closures that others faced around the world.  With re-
strictions gradually easing we were able to hold an Inves-
titure in October 2020 in Adelaide which we understand 

The Sovereign Council   

October 2022 

It has been a remarkable year!  The transition away from the 

various restrictions has been welcomed but led to many activi-

ties being held in the second half of the year.  While the effect 

was to push many events into a short time frame, I am very 

grateful to all for your strong support. 

It was an honour to attend my first Sovereign Council meeting in 

October.  To meet with Brothers and Sisters from Priories 

around the globe was a great pleasure and to hear of the work 

of others in raising funds for the relief of suffering and disad-

vantage was a very humbling experience.  I am very pleased to 

note that the SA Priory report was well received and directly 

acknowledged by the Lt Grand Master.  My report to Sovereign 

Council follows. 

Dorothy and I wish all of you a joyful, safe and relaxing Christ-

mas and a very prosperous New Year. 

Chevalier Tony Woods CJSJ 

Prior, South Australia 

https://ccna.asn.au/
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Prior’s repot continued…….. 

was the only Service held in Australia or elsewhere within the International Order that year. 

With the lifting of restriction over the past year, Priory activities have resumed as normal. The Priory holds for-
mal monthly meetings where members are provided with reports from all Priory office bearers and updated on 

events, fund raising activities or any other information pertaining to the Priory. Meetings normally conclude 
with a 20–30 minute presentation from a member on a topic highlighting their professional expertise or a sub-
ject of interest to them. These are always well received and are put onto the Priory website for those mem-
bers unable to attend. 

The Priory conducts various fund-raising activities which include donations from members, sales of products 
and discounted wines (all generously provided at no or low cost), a film night, and a major raffle.  The funds 
raised in the recent past amount to more than €26,000 per year over the past 4 years (AUD$36,000 in 2019, 
AUD$43,000 in 2020, AUD$39,000 in 2021 and AUD$22,000 up to August 31 in 2022). These are substan-
tial amounts and reflect the generosity of members and charitable support from the public. 

When the Priory was formed some 30 years ago, a decision was taken to adopt a designated charity that re-
flects our commitment as hospitallers in providing care and support for those in need. The Mary Potter 

(Foundation) Hospice which specialises in palliative and end of life care for those with a terminal illness was 
chosen.  Its funding is provided solely through bequests and charitable support.  This year marked the 30th 
anniversary of contributions from the Order with the cumulative total to date at AUD$510,000 (over €335,000). 
Donations are made twice yearly, in June as part of the Investiture celebration and at the Priory Christmas 
function to the Foundation. While the Hospice is our primary charity, the Order also makes donations in sup-
port of other causes such BlazeAid (Bushfire recovery support) when the need arises. 

 
On Thursday 14 July 2022, the Governor of South Australia hosted a function at Government House in Ade-
laide to recognise 30 years of support from The Order of Saint John in South Australia.  It was a memorable 
occasion that signifies public acknowledgment of the charitable work of the Order of which all members who 
attended were justifiably proud and humbled.  In her speech the Governor reflected on the role of the Order in 

its commitment to caring for the sick and the impact of the donations on the work of the Hospice. 

 
Yours in the Service of Saint John 

 

I encourage you to click on the links in the Priors report 

to see the relevant information        Editor 

Hover over the blue writing and hold down the control 

key and click on the link. 

https://www.marypotter.org.au/
https://www.marypotter.org.au/
https://www.marypotter.org.au/
https://www.marypotter.org.au/recognising-30-years-of-support/
https://www.governor.sa.gov.au/vice-regal-activity/speeches/thursday,-14-july-2022
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Sovereign Council   
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Our Voice in the Petit Conseil 

‘Bailiff’ is the title used in the OSJ for the highest rank of our dames and knights. It originally was the rank held by the eight 
heads of the eight ‘Langues’, the language-groups of all the members of the Order. All eight were European languages, prin-
cipally French but one was English. Each Langue had its own hostel, at least during the Rhodes and Malta periods. 

Besides these Bailiffs there have always been four ‘Conventual Bailiffs’. They were the most senior commanders of the 
whole OSJ, called ‘conventual’ because they ‘lived in the convent’, they were always close by to the Grand Master. These 
days we can interpret ‘live in’ as ‘work hard’ because these most senior OSJ leaders are responsible, more than anyone else, 
for a lot of hard work and for important work. 

The four Conventual Bailiffs are The Grand Marshall, The Grand Commander, The Grand Hospitaller and the Grand Council-
lor. It will take another article to outline the current responsibilities of these four executive leaders of the OSJ. They are all 
members of the Petit Conseil, the international executive which decides all matters in between OSJ Council meetings. 

The Petit Conseil is attended by all the ordinary Bailiffs as well. In 2022 there are 12 Bailiffs world-wide, 4 conventual and 8 
more. But in addition, there are currently 15 former Bailiffs, all of whom retired at age 80, and who are now termed ‘bailiffs 
emeritus.’ They can attend meetings but are not allowed to vote. 

Australia has one voting Bailiff, David Wilckens, and five bailiffs emeritus, Roger Goldsworthy, Brian North, John Robb, 
Royce Peppin and Peter Wiltshire. The first two are from South Australia and the latter three are from Victoria. All six are 
greatly respected. 

The exciting news from the recent meeting of the OSJ Sovereign Council meeting in Malta is that Australia’s one voting Bail-
iff, David, has now been elected by the Council to serve as a Conventual Bailiff, as The Grand Marshall of our world-wide 
Order. Our warmest congratulations are given to our own Aussie brother, David Wilckens.  

The Council meeting was held in Malta on 29 October 2022 and this was part of a week of activities including sightseeing of 
the spectacular fortifications, harbours, churches, hospital and other buildings splendidly remaining from when our Order’s 
forbears lived in and ruled Malta. This Council meeting, and associated OSJ activities, was attended by our Priors of SA, Vic-
toria and Tasmania, together with our Grand Prior and a group of our members with their spouses from Australia. During No-
vember and December these returnees will be reporting back to all of us about all that has happened. 

Our OSJ Order has been 53 years now in Australia and, during this time, we have had three Conventual Bailiffs who 
are Australian: 

   HE Conventual Bailiff Dr Doug Hodges GCSJ, the Grand Councillor 1984-88 (died 1988) 

   HE Conventual Bailiff Doug Symons GCSJ, the Grand Marshall 2001-08 (died 2008) 

   HE Conventual Bailiff David Wilckens GCSJ, the Grand Marshall from 2022. 

Bailiff Hodges was a surgeon by profession and among the first knights invested in 1969 in St Lucia, Brisbane, Queensland, 
the first OSJ Priory established in Australia. He was the second Prior in Queensland and later he served as Grand Prior of 
Australia. 

Bailiff Symons was a senior SA Police Officer by profession, who was invested a knight in 1984, a member of our SA Com-
mandery from 1985 serving as Secretary, and in 1992 our first South Australian OSJ Prior. He attended the Sovereign Coun-
cil meeting in Ypres, Belgium in 2001 where he was elected Grand Marshall. 

Bailiff Wilckens was a builder by profession, who was invested a knight in 2011, and soon after became Secretary of the SA 
Priory, then he held various offices in our Australasian Grand Priory, becoming the Grand Prior in November 2019. He has 
been attending the Petit Conseil since then, being further promoted in 2022 as Grand Cross of Justice, then as Bailiff, and 
now as Grand Marshall Conventual Bailiff. 

Finally, it is noteworthy that there are now more than 250 OSJ Dames and Knights in our Grand Priory of Australasia (245 
was the number last year) and this is 30% of the OSJ membership world-wide. However, the Order is growing both in Austral-
asia and internationally, especially with the prospects of some separated parts of the OSJ soon returning to be part again of 
our Malta-based Order. It may even be hoped that our current initiatives in New Zealand, New South Wales and Queensland 
will bear similar happier outcomes. 

This Article written by Chevalier Dr Baden Teague KGSJ, OSJ Archivist, 14 November 2022 for the South Australian 
Priory Newsletter 
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Sovereign Council   

Thank you for asking me for comments and impressions of our recent trip to Malta. 
I am sure all would agree how wonderful it was seeing Paul again. Always friendly and giving a big smile of wel-
come to every one. 
This was my third time to Malta and attended the Thursday tour. The tour guide was excellent and had a great 
knowledge of the influence of the Knight in Malta over the centuries. A new place was included that was not on 
the previous years tours. 
 It was great meeting other people from Europe and having our OSJ Australian friends to share the experience. 
We met most nights with the Australian contingent for drinks, a meal and fellowship and got to know everyone 
really well. 
Mrs Jill Wilckens 

Malta trip 2022 
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Sovereign Council   
Malta trip 2022 

I was very lucky to be able to go to Malta for the meeting of the Sovereign Council with my husband Peter.  We 

arrived quite late at night from Zurich, and we were very impressed that taxis were requested at a desk inside the 

airport. A ticket with a number was given, and the driver came in and collected you. On arrival at the hotel, it was 

straight to bed to be ready for the tour at 9 am the next day.  

This first day tour was excellent, with a superb tour guide.  The views of the harbour were breathtaking. It was 

quite warm, not unbearably hot, but definitely sunhat and skin protection was needed. Fort St Elmo was our first 

stop and gave us an historical insight to the many different nations that had invaded and settled in Malta.  For me 

the most moving exhibition was the video, on the floor, of the WW2 convoy Operation Pedestal, as my father was 

on the convoy on the battleship HMS Rodney. It was quite emotional to see the graphic simulation of the many 

ships sunk on their perilous journey to Malta. Later in the tour we visited the Sacra Infermeria, which was a fasci-

nating insight into medical and nursing care in medieval times. 

The next day Peter and I struck out on our own and took a harbour tour. It was wonderful. It was a bit hairy when 

our relatively small wooden boat rounded the head from one bay to another, but totally worth it. 

The day of the meeting was interesting and not too arduous being an observer. I can say with pride that the Aus-

tralian reports were the most succinct and clearer than the majority of other reports. We were so proud when 

Grand Prior David was appointed Grand Marshal of the International Order with the title of Conventual Bailiff.  

All in all, it was a wonderful experience especially sharing it with several other members of the Order and their 
partners and thoroughly enjoyed our ‘get together’ dinner after the tour on our first day. I certainly recommend 
going to Malta if you are able, but perhaps be prepared to stay just a little longer than we did, to appreciate the 
beauty of Malta at your own pace. 

Dame Annette Summers 
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Malta trip 2022 

Our visit to Malta to attend the Sovereign Council and visit significant sites of the Order of St John was a step 

back in history. There was history of the Order at every step and there were lots of steps in Malta. Valetta is built 

on a number of peninsulas like fingers poking into the grand harbour with fortifications built at the highest point 

and great battlements which means lots of steps. History of the Order is at every step and turn. The very knowl-

edgeable guides pointed out as we walked the streets of Valetta and Birgu, the Langues of Provence, England, 

Spain, Italy and Germany. These buildings had remained after occupation by the Knights and had been restored.  

The buildings are still being used; one is now the local council office. We saw  the subtlety of the doorknockers in 

the shape of a fish signifying the Langue of Provence. Other historical buildings are highlighted by markers in the 

roadway tiles. Our guide suggested that since all the Knights were buried within the walls of the fortifications we 

were probably walking on their graves. This was certainly true in the magnificent and opulent Co-Cathedral 

where the floor is covered with colourful marble tombstones of the Grand Masters and other officials of the Or-

der. We were amazed by the enormity of the sheer walls that were layer upon layer of defence showing the enor-

mous task any potential conqueror of Malta faced in attacking this tiny island. 

The museum in Fort St Elmo has a number of high quality audio visual presentations of the history of the island 

with a large part centred on the history of the Order of St John. The history of the island centres around its posi-

tion in the centre of the Mediterranean separating/controlling the western  Mediterranean from the eastern  Medi-

terranean.  The timeline displays the occupation of Malta by the Order, following their departure from Rhodes, 

their extensive building programme, the Siege of Malta, the capture by Napoleon , the occupation by the British, 

WW2 and Maltese independence in 1964 . 

Today Malta and Gozo depend on the tourist industry and it brings millions of people a year to enjoy its hospitali-

ty. We enjoyed its friendly people, our meetings with the international members of the Order and with the help of 

well educated guides revelled in the role Malta has played in the history of the Mediterranean and the Knights. 

Chevalier Jim Howard 

Sovereign Council   
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Sovereign Council   
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Malta Happy Snaps 
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Malta Happy Snaps 
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Malta Happy Snaps 
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Dame Shirley Symons OAM DCSJ MMSJ 

      Siege of Malta Cocktail Party  

This year’s Cocktail Party to celebrate the lifting of the Siege of Malta on September 8th 1565 was held 
at the Naval, Military and Air force Club on Friday 9th September. 
 
We all remember or celebrate certain dates in the calendar – Birthdays, Anniversaries, Christmas, 
Easter and the death of a loved one. This year our Cocktail Party was held on a day we will all remem-
ber, the day Queen Elizabeth ll died. 
After welcoming the 51 people present, the Prior ChevalierTony Woods CJSJ, spoke about our Queen 
and invited us to join him in several minutes silence. 
The HonoraryConsul of Malta, Ms Carmen Spiteri and her husband sent their apologies. They were 
attending another commemoration Service. 
 
The guests enjoyed chatting to each other and sampling the plentiful and delicious selection of hot 
canapes which were served throughout the evening. Mrs Sue Moorhead once again generously pro-
vided background music on the piano, which added to the atmosphere of the event. 
 
The Prior explained that this year in lieu of a speaker we would be shown a video created and narrated 
by Chevalier Henry d’Assumpcao CJSJ.This video in nine minutes gave us a wonderful insight into the 
military details of the Siege of Malta, with maps, illustrations, and Henry’s clear and informative ac-
count.  Many of us would like to view this again as it contained so much fascinating information. 
 
The formal part of the evening concluded with the drawing of the Raffle tickets.  The lucky winners 
were  Robert Clyne (husband of Dame Leonie), Dame Edith Miller and Chev Steve Pearson. 
 
After the function 27 members and guests remained for a casual evening meal in the Club’s Air Force 
Room. 
 
 Don Stewart and the Events Committee  once again organised a very successful and enjoyable even-
ing.  We thank them for all their hard work. 
 
Dame Kay Collas DSJ 
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Christmas Dinner 2022 

Fellowship, festive cheer, and a touch of frivolity marked the 2022 SA Priory Order of St John Christmas Dinner at the de-

lightful Kooyonga Golf Club on Friday 3 December. 

Prior to sunset, the picturesque outlook over manicured greens set the scene for a night of celebration, as members and 

guests met under the direction of Dame Helen Edwards as Master of Ceremonies. 

The evening opened with Grace from the ever-thoughtful Chevalier Carl Aitken followed by the Loyal Toast – the first time 

the Priory has had the opportunity to honour King Charles III as the King of Australia in a Loyal Toast. 

In proposing the Toast to the Order, Prior Chevalier Professor Tony Woods warmly welcomed guests, including Grand Prior 

Conventual Bailiff David Wilckens and Ms Lorna Riddle, Executive Director of the Mary Potter Hospice. The Prior paid tribute 

to the manner with which the Priory had handled the disruption brought on as a result of the COVID pandemic with excellent 

attendance at meetings and functions throughout the year. He referred to the honour he felt in representing the Priory at the 

Sovereign Council meeting in Valetta, Malta in recent weeks and mentioned how inspiring he found it to be in the company of 

other members of the Order in a global context. As a part of the toast, Prior Tony paid tribute to specific members who 

worked hard to ensure the proper functioning of the Priory and to longstanding sponsors Vili’s Family Bakery, LanePrint and 

Hugo Wines. 

In a more sombre moment, Prior Tony said: “And while Christmas is joyous time, I would ask that you spare a moment to 

remember those who passed away this year: HE Bailiff Emeritus Vic Techritz AM, OSJ, CMSJ; Chevalier John Harley KSJ, 

and Chevalier Ray Michell AM KGSJ, and all our Brothers and Sisters whose poor health prevents them from being with us.” 

In his response to the Toast, Grand Prior Bailiff David reflected on the growth and successes of the Order of St John in Aus-

tralia, and indeed, throughout the world with $3.67m being donated to charity at an international level with $180,000 being 

donated from throughout Australia. As a part of his response, the Grand Prior talked of the regard that is held for the Australi-

an Order at an international level. “Australia is now the template for international documentation and compliance which is the 

result of our hard working and professional Grand Priory Council as well as other Priory members of the Order who continue 

to contribute to the Order.” 

The Grand Prior then awarded the Gold Member of Merit to Chevalier Henry d’Assumpcao in recognition of his exemplary 

service to the Order since his investiture in 2000. The citation is included later in the Newsletter. 

The highly-rehearsed             OSJ Choir, under the masterful baton of Chevalier Mark Denton, then took centre stage. They 

were in fine voice and provided much entertainment! 

 

To close out the formal part of the evening, Chevalier Peter Robertson presented a cheque for $25,000 to the Mary Potter 

Hospice through the Executive Director, Ms Lorna Riddle. Together with a donation earlier in the year, this brought the total 

2022 contribution to the Hospice to $45,000. Ms Riddle gratefully acknowledged the ongoing support of the Order of St John 

SA and talked about the role of ‘Mary Potter at Home’ where support is given to people who choose to be at home at the 

time of their death. She promised to convert the donation into ‘loving care’ for patients requiring palliative care at Mary Potter 

Hospice. 

 
During the evening Chevalier Geoff Walsh oversaw the drawing of the raffle with special thanks to the donors of prizes. The 

raffle was a great financial success. 

 

Our grateful thanks go to all those people who helped make this a thoroughly enjoyable evening, including the organising 
committee, speakers, members of the choir as well as staff at the Kooyonga Golf Club. 
 

Chevalier Lester Saegenschnitter KSJ 
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Christmas Dinner 2022 
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Chevalier Henry d’Assumpcao AO CJSJ was awarded the Gold Medal of Merit  

Tonight, I wish to honour Chevalier Emeritus Professor Henry d’Assumpcao AO. CJSJ. BE(Hon). ME (Adel). 
CEng. FTSE Hon. FIE Aust. FIEE. MIEE.. Henry was Invested into the Order when Doug Symons was Prior in the 
year 2000 with other Aspirants George Bell, Robert Champion de Crespigny and Diana Ramsay. 

Henry was born in Macao, then a Portuguese Colony in China. In 1949 he and his family moved to Adelaide 
where he attended secondary education at Sacred Heart College and later at Aquinas College. He qualified as an 
engineer at the University of Adelaide and was employed as a defence Scientist in the Department of Defence 
and the Weapons Research Establishment at Salisbury, finally becoming an Emeritus Professor. He was the co-
inventor of the Barra Sonobuoy System and published widely on Signal Processing and underwater acoustics. In 
1992 he was awarded the AO in the Australian Honours.  

He was last promoted to Commander of Justice in 2018. In the Priory of South Australia, he has been the driving 
force in establishing websites for the Priory and the Grand Priory. Chevalier Henry has also recently been com-
missioned by the Lt Grand Master, Paul Borg to create a new international web page which was discussed and 
approved by the October Petit Conseil in Malta. 

He was the chair of the Functions Committee from 2011 to 2013 and I was proud to be a member of that Commit-
tee. 

Henry has created many excellent videos of the Siege of Malta which have been shown to the Members with his 
enthusiastic verbal and sound presentation . 

Henry has been the Monday Priory guest speaker no less than 12 times with a vast range of topics which held the 
attention of those present. 

Henry, could you please come forward. 

Thank you, Chevalier Henry, for your exemplary service to our Order and, in doing so, I wish to award you the 
Gold Medal of Merit.  

 This gold medal is recommended by the Grand Prior and is at the discretion of the (Lt) Grand Master and the 
approval of the Petit Conseil  

Gold Medal Award  



 17 

Christmas Dinner 2022 
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Christmas Dinner 2022 



 19 

Newsletter Production 

Chevalier Peter Summers OAM KJSJ 

Chevalier  Fred Trueman APM KGSJ 

Thanks to those that contributed photographs 

for this edition  

Early last century, when Maltese were emigrating to 

various countries, Australia looked towards Malta for 

skilled labour in agriculture and construction. One 

scheme to help potential migrants was the transpor-

tation to Malta  of an Australian  prefabricated wood-

en bungalow, thought to have occurred during the 

1920s. 

It was envisaged that this bungalow would greatly 

assist in the training of potential migrants in the tech-

niques and methods used in building and construc-

tion.  The bungalow was assembled at the private 

Bugeja Technical Institute (Istituto Tecnico Bugeja) in Hamrun. Opened in 1928, the Migrants Training Centre, 

located within the institute, was established to train migrants in skills such as colloquial English, rough carpentry, 

basic bricklaying, reinforced concrete, construction of buildings, scaffolding, bush and garden fencing, and gen-

eral knowledge. 

By June, 1929, 137 trainees had passed through the training centre, 39 of whom went to Australia.  By 1930, 

however, the centre - and the bungalow - were transferred to the experimental farm in Ghammieri.   Only one 

bungalow was erected over the years, and it was used as a showroom for Australian photographs, implements 

and literature. The trainees had full use of it.  Around the Australian House, as it was known, a small garden was 

laid out; this was necessary on account of the way in which it was built, on piles driven in the ground, and also in 

order to give a more completeidea of the Australian atmosphere. 

Over 70 years have passed since the bungalow arrived in Malta. Although the structure is in a more fragile state 

and has undergone numerous alterations, the building still survives at the farm. At present, it is used as a main 

lecture room by the Agricultural Services and Rural Development Division Department. Ms Fabry said that the 

bungalow was important both as an example of a building used within a 20
th
 century migrant training centre, as 

well as an example of a late 19th to early 20th century prefabricated wooden building. The building's condition 

was highlighted by the Australian High Commission during the mid 1980s. However, it was not until early 2002 

that the vice-president of ICOMOS Australia. Sheridan Burke, made contact with the president of ICOMOS Mal-

ta, Ray Bondin, with a view to investigating the origins of the bungalow and the possibility of preserving it. 

Although considerable information has been obtained, precisely how or why the bungalow was initially sent to 
Malta from Australia still remains a mystery.  One suggestion has been that the building arrived from Queensland 
as an incentive to attract additional migrants to work within the cane fields of Mackay during the 1920s. 

Australian Bungalow at 

Ghammieri Farm in Malta 

Re published by kind permission 

of the Maltase Journal  
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The New   

 

The following is a letter of thanks from          
Lorna Riddle,   Executive Director, The Mary 

Potter Foundation Inc. 

With the cheque we received at the Investiture 
Luncheon we purchased 15 prints - one for 
each room in Mary Potter Hospice which are 
slowly being refurbished. The photo shows one 
of the prints. Each print is different in colour 
but they all complement each other. Thought 
you may like to see what the artwork looks like.  

The prints were chosen by the designer assist-
ing us with the refurbishment. Each has non-
reflective glass and the frame has a special coat-
ing applied which can withstand the mild 
bleach cleaning solution that the hospice uses 
to clean each room in the preparation of a new 
patient’s arrival.  

Thank you for being a part of the refurbish-
ment. Once all rooms are finished, and the 
prints installed, the Order will be at the centre 
of the care for each patient for the next 10+ 
years.  

Mary Potter Foundation Inc 

Lorna Riddle,   Executive Direc-
tor, The Mary Potter Foundation 

Inc. Accepting a cheque  of  
$25,000  From Chevalier   

Peter  Robertson KJSJ 


